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CONFUTATI
Infants Baptifm

Oran Anfwer,
To a Treatice written by GeoraPairrirs,

of Wattertone in New England, m the defence. of

InfantsBA P T 1's M E, denyidgthe rrue Charch to
be formed by Baprifme, and affirming it to be for-
med by a Covenant acted by a company of belje-
vers, to become one, and anothers
amongtt themlelves,

- WHEREIN, :
Is plainely difcovered thac neither Infants “Baptifme,
nor yet fucha covenanr a&ed, can be Godsordinance

appointed by him for any fuch end.as toconflitute
true vifable Churches ;

Asalfo that Bapﬁfme of beleevers,and that only is Gods or=
dinance whereby true vifible Churches are rightly confti-

weed and ftated in their true being.
M’.
. ByTHOMAS LaAMBE.

Thenfaid Perer repint agd be baptifed cvery one ol yor in the name of Chrift , Jor the vemifi-
on of finnes,anc y.e [ball vegese 1he gift of the boly Ghaft, A&, 2. 38,
Ht thai beleeverh ynd iy bapife ;Af[;;.u be favid, May. 16, 16, f
Toenthey that g ad, ) received bis word weye baptifed,aud tbe fame day sheye were added to {
the Chnrch thye toufand foules, A&, 2, 47, z
<And as [vone as they by fert.e.i Phulip prezebing the things concerning the Kingdomg of God,
nd the name of Iefus, i, ) wire baptifed bath men and women, Aét g, ¢ 5. :

Seen, and allowed by us, and printed in ¢he yeare, 1643.




Vnpartiall Reader, that defiveth truth in

the love of it, Grace and Péace be multiplyed in this
life with Salvation,and happinefic in the life to
comechrough Jesvs CHRIST.

S Religion isthe meanes of Godsglory and mans
X bappines,fo oughs 18 10 be theprincipall care, fludy
& endeavowr of allbow s0 exercifethemfelvs ther-
MY 2, [0 25 they may accomplifb the propofed end ;- bar
a5 all thingsihas are excellent 1n nature have thery
like swhich evillminded mendoe manytimes make
#ufeofyto deceivecozen and cheate wuh the falfe colowrable [bew,
which thefe thing s have with thofe that aremore excellcns 3 evenfo

veligion whach is the moft excellens weans in the wor ldstending 10 the

moft exeellent end of all 5 (viz.) the gloryofihe grear God, and the
eternall (alvation of (oxle and body ar the d yof judgement, is iot
withosut {/Jt’ like falfe colorable (bewywherwith s aran ¢ his minifler's
doedecesis, cheate,and cozem poore foules, and bereof 1t comes 1o
pafle, thatmen doe-afier a certaine manner take chaffe for whear,
droflefor Gold,errour for truth, mans devifesfor Gods pure Ord;-
nances s and as errour in every fubjet s dangeroms , according 1o
the nature of every Subject about which it és converfant.[0in flzg Py
on it s mofl dangerous 3t being afwbjet of the greaseft confequence
that canbe: becaufe as it 15 ameanes of Geds gliry and our falva-

tion, foit muft bee a true meanestending to the accomplifomens of

v

the propofed end, or otherwife we [ball not onlymiflé the end propof-.
, A2 ed



The Epifile tothe READ E R.
fd, but ﬂ)d” eﬂ‘cﬂ' a qu;'tg contrary end, viz. \ihe dilbanour of God,
andthedami itioy ofﬂur-f«lve;r, even byibe Religion whech we ob-
ferves yeaaltboughwe be never fo wealons init, and therefore it is
of [peciall conrernment ,thatwe take heedihat the Religzon which we
docobfervebe Gods appointment by bis revealed word, it being bis
prevogative,to be author, inflitutor, framer, ard spponier of all
that fervice, which be will bave men to performe unto bm and the
reafon is becanfe Gods glory and mans hagpane|fe 15 fp upired toge-
ther, asthe one g5 not withowt the other atanable by man, bur only as
man is led and guided by God in theufeof fuch meanes as be hath
apponted in his word sy and for fomuch as Gods word doth [et forth
(bri® tobethe Mediatour , and principall menes that. G od bath
i% wifedome and mercy appointedioglorsfie himfilfe ‘n the fulva-
tionof man by andall othermeanes exercafdin Riéligion, 1o vee
wfcdonlyin ficordinasion tohom; 10 the working of uunre Fairh
bim,and the increafe of the [1me s Hence thefe conclafions. fillowy

Farft,That no aflron of Religzon performed, thourh st'be the thiAg
thas 15 éxpreffely commanded, pleaferh God for 1t felfe.

Secoridly, Godrequireth no aétion of Religion, 1o be pfff"‘”’“‘
without fasth inibeperformer or fubse& of theaction.

Thirdly,that God requireth that perfons be firft vaught to believe
in Chrift,ss in an alf!zjﬁ:iem meanes of glorifying Gods grace in
ouy [alvation. ' .

Fourily, that everyattion of Religion be perf ormed in1he name,
power, cuthorary, and Comm{fion of Jefus Chrift.

Fifily, that every a8ion of Religion be performed by vertue of
she grace of Chrift, recesved by fath, for whatloever is not of
Faichis {in,and without Faichicisimpoffible to pleafe God.

Sixtly,that everyaiizon of Religion [bould reach us the infirmi
1y of our faith.

Seavimihly, that every aStionof Religion fhould be exercifed as a
wmtanes o fbrengthen 0sy fasth.

' Eighily,




The Epifiletothe READER.

Eightly, that when ations of Religion ave performed , and the
performershaveno fuith in Chrift, thofe aftions are meanesiobar-
dewthebeart againfi Chrift.

Ninthly, no adtion of Religion ought to beperformed by any
man, no not by the faithfull ihemfelves. if Chrift be not by thedire-
20 0f his word 1he body (or raiher the (oule)of ihar adlrin

Andthe veafvmof allthas is;becanfe the end mcafures ihe mares,
and allthe allionsof keligion, Leing but mesnes of ferizng forih of
Chrift Jefus, the Sonne of God t0 br the true meanes and media-
tony betweene God and man, that God doth glovifie himfelfe in 1he
Jalvation of man by, and ihas b ing theproper end nhy all ihe aiti-
ons of K :‘/-};um arcto [/gl)(q‘f{)i meds name ly,10 caufe our wpdey |l an-
dirgsiofee know, and acknowledgeihe glory of Gods grace, [hining
thyouzhihai his Sonne. ; :

eAnd b veupon 115 1hat the Order which Jelus Chrift 1he Son
of Gedyand yrcal Piopbet of has Church, bhath preferibed qo effeéd
Rel g oninihl hearss and lives of m n isibis : thas perfons [bould
be firfl vaugnt by the powerfull preaching of 1he Gofpell, and glad
tidings of grace and falvation y whach by Lim 15 apposnted io be
preachea toall Nations, or 1o every creaimre, that ihereby all per-
Jors seing bornean finne_ardbeires of death, might ‘bee conversed
andborne againe by the Dollrine of grace,and made heires of eser-
nall bfe. andwhen ihey believe and make prof [fian of faith , ihen
andnotbeforeto be baprifed uponﬁu/}proﬁﬂfon of fauh , made in
thename of the Fathér, who baih adopred ihiem 1o be his childien i
the nameof the Sonne, by whomihey are recoyeiled,in' the name o
she Holy Ghofl, by whom they aye regeneratedinio the farh which
they make profeffion of : ihe end is,1hat iherebyas by a Livery
07 badge, 1hey. may bediftingusfbed t0belong 101he Church
of Jefus Chrift , whe barh besrafted them with ailbis divire, and
Jbirituall Ordinances , as EleBson of Miniflers from among [t
themfelves,togerher with all divine adminifiratzon, as a people ;;;.

i pavle
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pablethereaf, and hith promifed bis prefence with them > and his
bleffing upon ther inihe fame, for the cdifiration prefervation, and
finallperfeverance in the funth of the fame Golpell of grace, even
the falvation of their funles, and ihm bythe direftion of Chrifi:
true Religzon 15 feated 10 the world as the true meanes of Gods glo-
7y and mans bappinefle.  Now Satanthe Prince of darkn-(fe,
as bhe isthe Enemy of mankind , and feckes _his deftruition
to the difboneur of God, fodoth he lshour im0 mesnes more
thanin ihe counterfeting of 2 eligion, which that he might the bei-

tey effelt the (ame:doih 1yansforme ham[elf into an Angtll of light,.

and by bis Manaflers as though they were the manifiers of righieouf-

 #wesorof Chrift.presend thar Religion dothnot thrive faft cnongh,

nor members increafe 1o the chuych fo faft as theywould bave them:
bave therefore by their device perfwaded people 1har as childyen
were circumcifed, fo children of bapisfedperfons ought to be bapti-
zed of the esght day, or at leaft betzmes , and bythefe meancs bave
1hey made the Church very great though it be notviry good for they
have made and compelled whole Naizons, yea allto be ommwardly
religidus, and whofocver wonld pot be ope with them in this iheir
Reeligion, muft neither buy nor [¢ll, nor injoy bodsly comforis while
they lrve, and whexn ihey die muft not be buriedinthe Chriftian bu-
riall : and left this Church thus flared,( although ancapable of all
divine adminiftrations inthe true [ervice and worfbip of God)
ould be left wiihous all Religion, having moneintheir hearts; (I
scake of the Chutch mrelation to t_be conflumtzon of #t 5 confifting
of bapsfed Infants, meere naturalifls in which convests are meere
accidentsyand appertaine nothing sothe nature of that Church ftase,
which is of 1t felf complat without them) S asan by the Miniftery of
An zchr’zft bath devifed a Laturgy, < MafJepr. Service- Booke,which
doth dirett themwhere, when, bow to pray, and what to pray for.ha-
ving prow’(lcd prayers i’f;ddy made for tl_)em for all occaﬁom, which
bath been 1houghs necelary : andlikemgle all other fervises m’cm}t
only

- f’!
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| onlythere direded but theresn provided,and ordered o be perform-

ed aiall simes for the whole fervice of the Church, which therefore
15 called Divape Service,(although there be nothing but bumanity
or worfein it) the performance of which a5t maybe withous any
Sauhyor [pirstuallgifisor gracefrom God be compleatly done,and
therefore fis for fuch aChurch, fo bave all manncr of perfonsin the
Nationbeen compelledwith great penall Lawesto be frequent ae
Juch [ervice as if st bad bin the only true boly (piritnall fervice and
worfbip of God : and yes all this while this is divine fervice onlyin
nameand not indeedsas the Church is a Church of Chrift in names
but not indeed and in trwsh asthey bave the Baptafme of Chrilt iz
name bus not in deed and intruth,and ihereupon are thefe* (hrafti-
ans in name bus 1ot sn deed and sruh andfo all Relsgion i only
nominall not reall having greas [bew but no fubftance , apitifull
condstion and.to be bewayled and greatly lameniedy andihe caufe of
allthis is Infants Bapizfme.and thereafon is evident , if we do nos
willingly [hus our eyes againft the manafeft light , for wherefoever
Religronasexercifed upon perfons, Uefore they aretanghs 10 be-
lrevesn Chrift , theerrour 1s as it were inthe center which proves
zrfinire in the circumference,and antingreligionin the hears:firft
allwhat cver isdone 15 but vanity, hypocrifie. o [badow without a

Jubftance, abody wirthout afonle, afbell withous akernel! | aname

wathont the naure of the thing the confideraizon of all, whech mafe-
rable wi chery and delufion Ibeing gre.tly affedted with, (5 concein
ving thefe 1 fusng lines which coft me much labour, 10 be profitable

~forshe difcover) of the (ame, in Jome meafure shonghr it nos meetto

letthem lsein obfeurity while I ciceived oshers 1o have much need of
themy&* many of my deare friends did earneftlydefiresi.em thegra-
12ficarzon, whereof I could norwirh modefly andreafon tell how 1o
deny, andbeing privy 1o my owne finceraty, that 1 badno bafe or by
end : and laf of ally and moft of all beisg affefled wath heglo-
7y of the great GOD , and the (alvation of the foules of

L ; W
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ensthich isthe beft end of all, and knowing truc Religion to be
1he diveét meanes, and falfe Religionso be vhe greateftbinderance
oy comradiBisonthereunio of whach thefe enfucing lines are thepro.
per Subjects Lhavein the goodpes of my caufe adventured topus

them forth ro publike view.refulving to abude she hazard what evey -

can come anto mefur the famebeing confident of thefe two conclufi-
ons:firft that if any ﬂmll be offma’ed at it withous a caufesthere capn
come noburt 10w by ity for whatfoever bartis done 10 21y perfon
for well doing burts the doer fus not the perfanio whom the burt is
done becanfetheydoe but kick againft pricks, and perfecnte Chrif
in bis members,and Chrifts members.in fuch acafe fave his life e«
veninlofing of it. S econdly, if am [bailbe offended at it with ju(t
caufeesfon st [elf binds them 1o Jbew the fame,andthat fball be for
my benefit alfo,becanfetherby Imay comet ) [ee mine owninfirmitty,
while I have time to mend stand 10 get preater ﬁrengrh, which is
thegreatefl benefit of all paving a mind afiwell vo fee andbearefrim
otbers, asto [peak my felfe , kaowing that be can never be a good
teacher that 15 no¢ a good Jearner : Courieous Reader therefore

whofoever thow ast lev meinireat thee to read over this Boskewith .

an impartiall cye 1ryit.and [car ch st narrowly. andif good come to
‘thee by 11 ler God havethe glory of it, if any thing be evill y les me
baveihyloving admonition in thai ariicular, andinfodeing thow
fhals performeagood Office of love sothe truth, and to me alfo, bus
25 my whole imtention is st 10 fet forth the truth o am I not privy
of anything impertanent 10 that purpofe, and if thou wpon (earch
fbali finde it fo, and [balt profis by js rovhy faving infirudiion,
and [oules bealih, Ifball have my defire and ever refty

Thine in the Lord,

THoMAs LAMB E.

¥




et A :
CONFUTATION

Iwtants Bartiswme,

S e Orafmuch as by the. providence of otir good and
0‘;:’7“;#&:‘- ot Lyl Th AL LB e ; ¥ D_

o, Bracious God, there warty coude a wricing unto

g myhands, which contameth fome At guments
v tor the defence of /afan s Baptsfme written by one
George Phillzps, bearing the name of Paftor, of the
: = Church OE Frateriowpe in- New Ergland, as the
fame, writing doth exprefle. I fhall endeavour therefore bricfly
and plainely, as God thall enable me to make anfwer thercunto,
and ficlt chis Author Matter Thailips before he comes to the Ar-
guments , doth fet downe certaine ropofitions (o make way,
%« i{\tf; {ml_tl_m for the better undcrﬁand}x)ng of his reafons, and the

rit 15 this; T TR I ey {as o »

1. Thatthe Scriptures cantaining the old and wevw Teffament | are
follof[at1sfattion, and area maft perfest yule of allthing s sorcerning faith
and Order : foshatinthefe rcjlbc!ff: notbt’ng iste be wrged as weceffarse,
or allowed as /"Wf nil bus Wb“{ 5 1%/ ly comemined theresm ;

Arfwer, ThisPropofition is holy juft and good; the fecond
wes. - ) ST
fOl.};a,p atfocer €AN /7] ]nﬂ confequence 5.¢ drawne from any part of Serip-
 tuve, expounded in cheir [ar“geﬁ.e.we»r, 3 trsly comained in ' thews, afwell
“ _g[\:#;-,,(l?;fé s fet dopne s exprefle s ‘I;’ wies.; andfo it is of ‘the Jame
,\-¢ . . ' 4 ‘. &

p iy Jorce
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2 “ 4 Confutation of

ferve withthat expreffodin any cafesfo wharfoever canbe colleGied by tyus
dednitionfroms &commandemen; is commianded,' a vell a:thag which
is exprefledy cifé howcinld atent-duties.z0 God and miinbe eontuined
inthe ten words,or o could ang duty bind bu: tharwhich is expreffedy [
onr Saviowr, Mat.qxo.mrgechthe Divell with thiis word only, nbich
itnorinthe text expreffed in Deut.but yor traly drawne from thence,

edufwer, 1{ecno inconvenience in this propolition neither,
4mrthe third swhiek followes. é :

That the tender of smmartalicy and happines by God unto mankind bath,
beews difpenfed twowayes, firft wnto Adam and all mankindin kss loynes
by the Lawwponconduionofperfict obedience theérsto in mans owne per-
fonallrighteonfuc(le : 2. Afrer Adam wasfalne by an Evangelicall Cos
wenmr made with the fecond Adam;rhe Lerd from Heaven and all the
Elelt predeftinatedusso adopteon of Sewfbip, in bims, as the commun root
ofchem all . which (meaning'the Covenant | thongh it be onc and the
Jame for ever in (ubftance, from the time of the firft promulgation untill
this day, and[otothe end, yet it ba:h}ad.rry:fn_ea’ of vaAriationin the cir.
cnmfFance thereof, as iscleare from fours (everall asd remarkable peri-
#ds: the firft from Adam fadn té Abraham, wider'a promife of the
feed of theWomian, Gen,giyg, /o4« e b

T he fecondfrom Abrahams time te Mofes i the wilderne[fe, inwhs
Pance the fame with the formir the [ecd of the woman., to proceed from
Abrahams loynes inthe flefb (ucceffively, but differing from the former,
inpaffing the promifzinsa afolemne 5pivituall Covenant made with Abra-
ham, asthe Fatlyer'afaﬂcbe bleffed,and all éleﬁﬁng feed, and af ail beliew
versof all Nations, «nd confirmed by the figne of { irewmefiion, the feale
efshe righteonfneffe of faith,wlhich he blf being yes wncircumci[ed.

Thethird from Molcsailithe time of Chrifts comming in the flefb, and
this i the fame in (ubffance with the formers but déﬁ}rmg the man’uer af

difpencing in drawing availe of “[badows ever it ", confifting of all thefe

Laweswritten in Stone, and all thofe Ordinances divwlged from Mount
Sinat, wntoeAbrabamspofterityinthe fle(b. whereantowas added be-
fidesihe former [eale of cirewmcifion, the Oydinance of the “Paffeover,
andyhis (and watthe fermer period) wisicalled the' Old ' Teffament, or

Lawratified by the death and blowd of Bulls and Goates,tire, ‘andfbad-

dewes of bester thingswithont the application whereof, they purified only
sbe fie/b, and not the confeience. ' . B e R e

Thefoursh beginsywhemshe Somne of God was miunifefted in the flefb

, : The
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Infants “Baptifme. 3
avdftillgansivnes, called the new Teftament avd: xatified by she Sloyd:
and deash ofshe Lord lefas the Teffator, whe being icame, shevaile of
Jhaddowes is wsterly removed, andthe Mofaicall admimifivation quiic a-
volifbed: the Old being done away thar the New might bee offa-
blifbcd that cannot bes remoned, and thisis wellto be heeded thas all the
Scripturcsinthe Old Teftament, that forcrell a removail, and difasnl-
livg of the (ovenant, andthe Sevipturesinthe new thatsell of the abe. -
Uiftnug that was foretald, asalfothe making of amew Covewantis to bee
wunder ftaod af thaz pereod from Molesto Chrift,and not sf that of Abra-
ham ro' Motes. wnd the sppeficion that is made inthe Seripture o is be-
tweene that of Moles, and thisunder Chrifts

Aufw. Tothis propofitiou Thave many exceptions againft
the fame, and choughiyou profefle your {elfe to be a Paftor, yet
you miudt give me leaveco'tell yous that fuch Doétrine as this
doth déclare thar fuch a mamedoth not (or very illJagree uuta
you in that it is not wholfome food for Chrifts thec p but a bar-
ren wildernefle or rarher hurtfull , and effe&ing noyfome dif-
eafes vending to death. ; &
I Firft theretoreit you limit the Reprobates from the tender
of immortality and happines fromGod by means of the {econd
«dam , 1 conceive you crresbecaufe thenhow can they be faid
torcfufe the callot Gea, Prov.r! 24, and put away the word of
God trom them, thereby judging thcmfc}l’vcs unworthy ofeve -
lafting life, 4#s13.46 7 orinake Goda lyar.1. fefn 5:13.0r how
thould unbeliefe bea finne,/ohx 16. o.2but this by the way.

Secondly to your third period, I{ay the ordinances deliverd
1n Mofes time, was not a vayle fimply confidered but in refpect
that Ckr1/f which was contained in them was not underftood by
the Jewes, which refted in the deed done.

Thirdly, to your third period, whereas you fay. that this(and
not that in the former period ) was called the ¢id Teftament, |
know no reafon why you fhould {o conclude; efpecially the ra-
ther {eeing you make all your foure periodsito proceed from the
Evangelicall Covenants onlr varying in circumftances , which

' 1 find no other difference between
Ola Tefament annd New properly ; bug the time befarethe com-
ming of Chrift in the flefh anc the time fince : for wdhell, No-
<b- and Facob, offered facrifice as well asthe Ifraclites did . gnd

2 God




4 A Confutasion of
God did never ap?ox'nt the ten Commandements, nor the Or-

dinances adminiftred by the Leviticall Priefthood; to the end,
that the performers thould be faved without faith in Chrift,and
this you {ay that they werethadowes of betterthings, withoue
the application whereof they purified only the flefh and not the
conlcience: . and the {acrifices of dbell, Noah, Abraham,and Lacob,
(and Circumcifion as well as the Pafleover ) were fhadowes of
better things, without the application whereof , they purified
only the fleth; and not the confcience of him that did the {er-
vice : therefore both thofe two periods were as well the O/d Te.
ftament as the other, by your owne Argument. -

And thereforeto yourtourth period, which you fay, begins
when the Son of God was manitefted in the fleth, and fill con-
tinues, called the new Teffamenr, and ratified by the deach and
bloud of the Lord Iefusthe Teftator,who being come, the vaile
of fhaddowes is utterly removed : I would aske whether circum-
cifion, and thefacrifices that were adminiftred before «77¢fes
time, be not quite abolithed (the Old being doneaway that the
New might be eftablithed (which cannotbe removed) as well
asthole 1 < Moles time ;-thirdhy if yea: then this is well to be
heeded, that all the Scriptures in the Ola Teffament that torctell
a removall, and difanulling of the Covenant. and the Scriptures
1n the New, that tell of the abolithing that was foretold, asalfo
of themaking anew Covenant is to be underftood . as well of
the whole time before the comming of Chrift. as of that be-
tweene Mofesand Chrift, and thus is your propofition aniwerd

and refuted.
Lowr fowrth propoficionis thic, that children avecapable of the Spirst

" of God, and of the grace sf the,Covenant; and what[eever men of years
arvcaapuble of, thongh not wrenght in the fame way and by the fume
meanes, yerthe famethingi] andbythe fame fpirit [ofarre as s neceffd-
¥y (o nien with (Chrift) and iufrfication to life thereby.

- Anfw, This1grant, as chey areSubjects for God to work up-
on, but thisisnot manifefted to us, neither can itb¢ concluded
by us to belong to this ¢child more'thanto that, or the children
of baleevers, more than to the children of Tnfidells, or unbe-
lievers, &c.

And where it is {aid, wer isthe Indgement we can have of men of
< ‘yearss
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yeares infallible , but that we may be miftaken, as in thecafe of Symon
Magus &e.
Anpw. Tanfwer, it doth not follow from bence, that we fhould
have no Judgement of them, becaufe we cannot have an intal-
lible Judgement; now 1f it be concluded that we ought to judge
probably, according to the profesfion of Faith made by them:
{aske then how we fhall come to the fame maniteftation
trom /ufanes : which when we can. let them be baptifed ; for it
we fhould doc it before,we do not only walke ‘without rule, but
allo 1t may be {ard to us in this cafe, as Chrift {aid to the wo-
man of Samaria in another cafe, /o5, 4. 22, Teworfbsp thar whieh
ye know ot 5 and as God faid to the Jewes, 4. 1. 12.0ho reqmired
thss atyour hands ? ‘

The fifth Propofition followes, ;.

That saptifme s notshe firft grace but 4 [econd mor doth it confer grace,
bnt 15 given to confirme the former, whichtherefore maft be prefuppofcd,
or elfenot to be adminiftred ; and itisthe feale of he New Teltament,
or of the rightcoufne(leof Faith now soall, thas arepavakers thereef, as
of old (ircumcifion , was to them Rom. 411, enly by baptiﬁnc Lun.

o derflandihat outward part, admimfired 12] a lawfall v smfler of the

Church which may, and toe often is [eparated from the inward (thowgh
it ought wot 10 be) and yet remainesirue bapti{me fo samisiftred, elfe
Symon Magus, andrhoe {eljebrethren, Gal.2 besng not baptifedwn b
the snsard wove not baptifed : axd ifthey haavepented v uft have beene
baptifed anew, i ‘ .
«inf,. To this T anfwer, that baptifme (beingnot the firft grace
but a {econd, as your {elfe confedle, nordoth it conferre .grace.
but is g1vento confirme the former, which therefore muft be
prefuppofed or elfe not to be adminiftred : 1s well to be heeded
ofall : but efpecizlly of thofe which will have /4fantsbaptifed «
and yet have no ground to conclude, thatthey havea firft grace
to be confirmed T)y that meanes ; neither have they ground for
any {uch prefuppofition ; neither will, Rem. 4. 11. prove any
fuch thing ; for that only proves that circumcifion was in the
nature of it , a feale of the righteoufnefle which is by fajch - and
did feale it up to 4brakam that hadfaith : but as it did not feale
it to them that hadno faith: fono more was it any ground why
we fhould prefuppofe faith fom]lgcrly in all the {ubjeéts, upon

3. whom
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whom it was admiruftyed ; neicher was that the ground why it
was adminiftred; but the command of God, and thereaton why
God commanded it to Abrabam touching his teed, was not
becaule. Aérabam was bound to believe and prefuppote; that
all his Secd, and his Seeds Sced, throughout their Generations,
were made partakers ot Linion with (#riff, and Jultification
to life by the Spiricot God , (as is infinuaced in the connexion
of the tourth and fitch Propofitions) buc that God did by this
meanes take and diftingui(h the poltericy ot #brakanm to be poi-
fetled by hus tavour and goodwiil ot Lawes and Ordinances, M-
tiifters, Scrvices, Saceifices , Tabernacleand Temple, and allo-
ther things which were meancs to typifie, lead and point outto
them Chrift which was to come : which was a choycetavour
beyond any chat was beftowed upon any other Nation or Peo-
ple : befides, Deat. 7. 6.7,8.9. Rem. 9. 4. 5. £(al.147.19.20. and
this was the end why the feed swere required to be citcumcifed

at eight dayes old, that they being diftinguifhed by this meanes, |

and chereby interefled 1nto the parcicipacion of chefe Priviled-

- ges, Ram.3,1,2. might be trained up therein ; and whofocver elfe

of any other. Nation would crrcumcife themiclves and therr
Males. might come and be partakers of -thete Priviledges with
the pofterity of dérabam, Exed. 12 48. though there were no
ground to prefuppofe afirft grace to be confirmed in them by

Cjrcumcifion.
“Secondly, T anfw: r<{to thelimitation of your conception to
the outward part of Baptifine, which may and too oftis admi-
. niftred. {eparated fromthe inward . though it ought not to be)
which yet remaines true Baptifme {0 adminiftred. or clfe Svmon
M.gw and thofe falle brethren, Gal. 3. being not baptifed wiih
the inward, were not baptifed, and if they had repented , muift
have beene bapriled anew ;) that there 1s a great difference to be
put betweene falfe brethren and no brethren', becaufe thofe
which are falfe feeme to be true but thofe that are no brethren,
not fo much as 1n fhew, there is not {o much as a thew for any
brotherly action to be exercifed upon them; and the teafon
why it remams true Baptifme uon'the one which makes fhew,
and not upon the other whichmakesno thew , is becaufe Gods
authority in his command goes with theone and not wit}i the
' other;

; 4
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othet ; and thisappearcs , becaufe Baptifme being an action of
Religion to be exercifed by the miniftery of men, it 1s required
that they adminifter the fame upon beléevers, which if they ap-
peare; {o they-are to judge, and who can judgene otherwite but
by appearance, 1t being Gods Prerogative to {earch the heart;
butwhen there is no externall mansteftation appearing trom
the {ubject. then if Baptifme be admiinittred, it 1s mecr humane
invention becaute there isno auchorty of God for fuch an Ad-
miniftration : now it isthe Authority or command of God,
which gives abeing -to every adminiftration in Religion ; and
whaifoever hath not a being from God cannot be called his Or-
dinance ; hereupon it followeth that whenfoever Baprifine is
adnyiniftred upon fucha fubjec, as maketh no externall manife-
ftation of Faith; this Bapti{me hath no being from God , but is
an humane device. = "« P

Ton 6. Propofirson is this, that as of old move was required of Abra-
ham and men of yeareswhenthey were circumei {ed, then of Tthmael or
Iaac, or other [nfants continnally circumcifed afterwards fo myw i1 ad-

* minifiring Baptifme e perfons, moreisvequired of men of yeaves then of

snfanes ; as of Abraham Ged reguired Faith , inthe bleffid feed; but
wot the (ame of 1aac ; forof menof yeares Faith is to be required , and
mnft be, that a man may be baptifed ; but nor the [ame of Infants .
TowhtchTanfwer, that more was in 4érabim then in /faac,
when they were circumefed ; Tgrant, but that more was requi-

“red in the one then 1n the other , without which he might not

be circumcifed, is eafilier {aid then proved, inthe17. ot Genelis,
10. and 13- verfe, itisfaid, that vAbrabam muft circumei(eall
the males which were borne in his houfk 5> or bought with his
money, and verfe 23. it is {aid, that Aéraham tooke //bmar! his
fonne which was then 1 3. yeares old, verfe 25. and all the Males
in his houfe, and circumcifed them the fame day. as God had
faid ; {ome weremen of yeares, as ver{e 27. yet God did not re-
quire of Abraham. concerning his males, nor did dbrabam re-
quire of them in relation to any rule preceding any prerequifite
conditions, without which they were not to be circumcifed ; -
the contrary is more probable by farre : namely,that they were
to becireumcifed , is abfolutely commanded), and they were in
nowifetonegle& thefame; and {0 to doe were finfull ,"buc that
D Loy BoTs : prere-
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prerequifite condizions in them, without which they were niot
to be circumeited is not fo much as intimated to be appointed;

In Exes. 12,48 1t 1sfard, ifany will obferve the Pafledver,
Circumecifion of all his males 15 required to prgeced as a generall
Law to the home-borne and to the ftranger, but to the partici-
pation of Circumcifion of himfelfe, and all bis males alio ,.no-
ching is required to precede. Now in the new Teftament there
isa Miniffery ordained of God for the muitration of Baptsfme ;
but 1 the ume of the law,there was no miniftery appointed for
Circumcifion, buc the head of every Pamuly only {tood charged
with that wotke to fee the accomplihmenc thercot .
~And hereot cameanother difference , that i Baptifine there
isalect {poken of. as 4ct. 8.36.10° 47. tha. 1f Faith didinot ap-
peare at leaf} externally to the Minifter, he might not admuni-
tter Baptifme: bat Circumciiion , any man mught circum-
cile himfelfe and his males, and thereby become a Profelyte,
without any fore-going condition ; becaufe there was no order
or ftate of men appointed by God to require any {uch thing of
him before ; and chercfore in that refpect; no lett {poken of in
Scripture. :

But the maine difference appeares in that God never 2 ppoin-
ted a teaching Miniftery to precede Circumcifion to the Par~
ties required; to be circumcited’, asnow he hath w all:the Par-
ties required to be baptifed, even from that time to the endof
the World, #at.28. 18,19. and hereupon arifeth another diffe- -
rence , even in the Conftitution of the true vifible Church,
which then was conftizuted b)él naturall generation of Abrabams
naturall {eed,but now d'?,conﬂitutcd by {pirituall regen¢ration of’
Abrabams {pitstvall (eed: by the means of the preaching of the
Gofpel, even called Samis at leaft {o far as mencan judge, asall
the Epaftles of Pawlto the ¢ Jurches do planly prove; and by all
this 1s your infinuation of the Bapti{me of Infants taken away.

Further, I cannot but take notice of a contradiGtion between
this P ropofirion and your fifth Propofition ,-inwhich you {ay
Faich ora firft grace muft be prefuppofed, or elfe Baptiime not
to be adminiftred : bucherc you {ay that of men of yeares faith
is to b ercquired, and muft be, that a man may be baptifed> but
not the faine; of, Infants ; how you will recong:le-this contra.

B g L di¢tion;
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-+ di&tion, I doe not yet conceives if you will fay that grace may

be, though not knowne 1n Infants, but in men of yeares, that are
able to nianifeft what is 1n chem ; fuch manifettation is to be
required ftom them, without which they are not to be baptifed:
TMay that this1s no reconciliation of the contradiction ; tor as
grace iay be in Intants, and not knowne, fo it may not be, as 1t
1s notknowne to be , but you fay Baptifine is given to confirme
the former grace, which therefore muft be prefuppoted, or elie
not be adminiftred ; and hereyou fay , that of men of ycarcs
Faith is o berequired - and muft pe , thata man may be bapti-
fed ybut not the fame of Infants : now whatfoever is to be pre-
fuppofed, muft be, and muft be required to be ' or elfe baprilme
not to be adminiftred. and yet the iame not required to be in In-
fants, and yet Infants to be{mutxfcd , isanapparant contradicti-
on, becauie whatf{ocver is not to berequired ‘to bein Partics to
bebaptifed, 1s not to be prefuppofed to be, or elfe baptifine not
to beadmyniftred. And thus have I made Anfwer to your fixth
Propofition ; and now I come to your Arguments, the firlt
whereof is this. :

{the.Coverant now under Chrift bethe famethat was with Abra-
ham azd bes Pofterity inthe Flefb; then as Infints were thenpartakers
'vfrbe Cevenant, and recervedihe Seale thereof, Circumcifion 5 (o are Ir-
fants partakersof the Ca'vgam, and oxgr’n toreceiwe the Seale Nﬁcrcaf,
Bapt fme. / :

Bat the Covenant now under ((hrifi itthe fame thatwas b fore (Chriff,
with Abraham axd bis pofierityin che flefb frgo, 2

To which I anfwere,denying your Antge. dent; namely. that
the Covenant now under Chridt 1s the {ame that was before
Chrift with Aéraham and his pofterity i che Elefh,‘and for the
clearing up of my grounds of this Aniwer, Idefire to thew con-
cerning this Covenant made with «érabam inGer. 17.7. firdt,
what it wasnot ; {econdly, what it was ; thirdly. that we have
no {uch Covenant now in the tume fince Chrilts comming in
the fleth concerning our feed. & s ,

Firft therfore. God did never promifc to faveany of 4brabams
children for 1brihams {ake: fecondly . nor yet tor his faichs fake 5
thirdly. nor to makealt his Pofterityn t)c flcth to be Believe:
Firft theretore Aérabam wasan heire of finne and death al all

oney
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other men ave, and was faved through the Mediator, Job. 8, 56.
Heb, 11,13, Rom 4. 1.20 Gal. 3, 6. therefore Abrabams perfon
did not move God to fave his children who was faved by the
endeferved: grace and mercy of God through the Mediator
hignelte. 15505977100 8L 5 10 5C : :
. Secondlys ot for his faiths fake : firft; becaufe faith 15 not a
meritingthing, it being that by which a miane believes the fa-
vour ot God inf Chrift; fecondly, becaule if it were,then Chrifts
Doérine would prove falfe feb. 3. 3. verily; verily faith Chryft,
Extept aman'be burne ayains hiecamsot [ee the Kingdome of God ; third-
ly; if it were fo, then God fhould f{ave fome, the falvation of
whom would bring n0 glory to God at all : and the reafon is, if
any fhould be {aved that have no faith in their owne hearts, on-
1y becaufe their Parents have believed for them : then jcwill
tollow that {ome fhould be faved which neicher kiiow'their own
miferys not Gods merey; nor wifedome; nor power, nor juttice,
not goodnefle ; and fo confequently know not how to be thank-
full for any benefit, {eeing they know none;whichris contrary
to the end for which he faveth men, which 1s the praife of his
ownename : befides, this is further proved by thefe Texts of
Scripture; Hab. 2. 4. The juft fhall live by his Faich, Ga/. 6.5.
Every man fhall beare his own burthen, Ezck.18. 20. befidesn
f.10. 22. Rom. 9. 22 itisfaid, thoyeh Ifrael be as the {and
of the Sea: yet but a Remmnant of them fhall be faved ; all
which proveth that the Hraclites were not faved for /ibrabams
faiths fake. : e .

Thirdly; neitherdid God ever promife to give faith to all 4-
brahaws Pofterity in the fleth: Firft, becaufe it is impoflible that
God fhouldlie ; but if he promufed to give faith to themall,

and did not. then he did lie ; but chat isfalfe, therfore he never

prom’ifcd {fotodoe. :

-~

Secondly: God blames theunprofitablenefle ‘'of the Tewes, in
refpe of the meanesvouchfated, which if in thisrefpec he had
bound himfelfe to worke in them , what hee required of them
were a convradiction’; therefore’ he did not promife {o to doe ;
-and {o' much of the fir@ particular, what it 1s not. ‘ ?

Secondly, Pam now to fhew what it is,and I fay.God did com-
mand Circumeifion upon dbrahams Pofterity mn'theflefh, and

did
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did theteby take, ‘confecrate, feparate, fet apartand diftinguith
them to beby his fayour, and good will;“and great 1ove poficflid
with divers Lawes ‘and Ordinances, Minifters, Services, Sacri-
fices, Tabernacle and Temple, and all other things which they
did pofledle by the appointment of God afterwards, which were
meanes to typifieand pomt out to them, and lead them unto
Chrift, which was to come, Gal 3. 23,24, 25. and unto this peo-

- pleand Pofterity of érabim did givea holy Land {eparate from -
all ocher, for a place for them todwell in and did appoint a Ci-
tie 1 chae Latid {eparare from all othersto be worfhipped in

0/ 4. 30, Dent 12.5.6 12,13 18,26. andan that City did ap-

point a Temple for co offer facrifices in by the Miniftery of the

Priefts; which they nught not offer dlfewhere. which wasa Pri-

viledge that no other Nation enjoyed, Dew.7.6 7. 8,9, £0.9.4,5,

Pfal. " 47. 19 20. and whofoever would be circumcifed might

come to Terufalem, and be pofefled with the fame Priviledges,

both they and all that belonged unto them , both children and
fervants . Exo. 12, 48. 49. buc the uncircumcifed Man-child in
whote tlefh the fore-skin is not circumcifed , even that perfon

fhall be cut off from amonghis people, Gen. 17.14. and thus 1

havedeclared the {ccond particular what it is. Now followeth

the third chat wefince Cﬁn{‘c have no fuch Coevnant concer=
ning our Hethly {eed, becaufe there is no Chrift now to come to
be manifefted by fuch mieanes as was then, and the neceffary ab-

{encéofche truth, or thing typsfied did neceflarily require the

type. and the neceflary prefence of thetruth or L{ing typified

q o\tu/nccsiﬂxr}-il y require the abfence of the type. .

. Now that the flefhly {eed of dbraham was a type of Chrift the
true promifed feed, is manifeft in Gal. 3,277, 16. compared with
19. where Puaisl {aith to Abrabawm and his {eed were the Promifes
madg; he faith not and to thy feeds, as of many ., but and unto
thy feed as of one, which 15 Chrift ; and verfi 19, hedaith, the

Law ‘was added t1ll the {eed came.unte which the promifes were

made, (which was Chrift) here Paul by the power. of the Spirit

dothinterpret the promile of God'to Abraham Gen.17 7. (White
God [aith, [will eftablith my Covenant bétweene sme and thee,
and thy-feed’ after thee in theit Generations for an cvetlafling

Covenant to be God unto thee and to thy {eed atterthee) inre-

] i : Ca fpe&t .
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{pect of the feed to be meant in the fingular number. (namely of
one) which is Chrift : now if any fhall fay thislets not but all’
the faichfull may beunderftood, which make up one myiticall
body. being one with him by faith. hethehead, and chey the
members; 1 {hall freely graut 1t to be fo accordiug to1 cerr2.x12..

But now it remaiues low we may conceive the haturall feed.
to be interpreted to be Chrift, whodid not believe iurely, no
way but ceremonially and typically , even as the male which
was to be circumcited did; and the Lambe to be catenat the
Pafleover was to bea Male, and all the firft borne maies both
man and beaft were called holy . tobe offercd to the Lordin
typicall relation to Chritt the true propitiatory Sacriiice.

“So then when Chrift the true promuied feed was come, the
feed in the fefh thatled to Chrift, ceafed.

And fo it did indeed, for thenaturall relation ceafed at the
death of Chrift. and not before, at which time the diftinction
or different holinefle betweene Tew and Gentile cealed, 4éts1a.
28, Eph. 2 14 15. in Kem 11.20. icis faid, through unbeliefe
they are broken off; now, it 1is manifef* they were the true
Chutch till thedeach of Chrift . and then broken off chrough.
unbelicfe: why werenot the Jewes n the fin of unbelicfe be-
fore? Yes no doubt ; why ? then were they not broken off be-

fore. and why then ? The'reafon is becaufe thetine offaith was
come. and therefore now they were broken oft through unbe-
fiefe . the Seed was come, therefore the naturall See ceafed ;
Chrift was come. therefore the Law ceafed ; as long asthe Law
lafted they did remaine in the Church by being circumcied,
and obferving the Rites and Ceremonies of the Law, though
they did remaine in unbeliefe ; but when the time of faith was
come, Gal 3.125. Then they were nolonger in the Covenant and °
Church. by obferving the Rites and Ccremonies of the Law,
which they entred into by Circumicifion ; but now they were
broken ofF through unbeliefe, whichnotes out unto us that the
ftanding in that . hurch before Chrift in the time of the law,and
the ftanding in this Church fince Chrift in the time of the Gof-
pell, isupon different grounds, for the ftanding in that Church
was by being circumcifed.and obferving the Rites and Ceremo-
nies of the Law : but the ftanding in this Church.isby faitlﬁ,andi
‘ eing
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being baptifed into the fame faith, /.2 38,4 1. TIoh.4.1. Gal. 3.
26, 27. Rom. 11. 20, and it 15 to be noted that the Jewes, the {ame
people that were, circumcifed , and in Covepant with 4bra-
vam according to the fleh, and thereby members of the Tewiih
Church, could not be the vitible Church according to theGol-
pell. unlefle they did maniteft taith, and 1o bee i Covenant
with sbraban according to the Spirit and baptiled into the
ame faith : whereas 1t the Covenant now under Chrift were
the {ame that was betore Chrift with Abrabam and his pofteri-
ty in the lefh, then by the fame right they pofleficd Circumci-
fion, and che lewath Church-flate; they muft pofleflethisfince
Chrift, which they could not doe, thererore it1s not the {ame.

It s true theiciore that the Covenant of God, makesthe
Church both in the time of the Law and Goipell too . forthe
Church is noching elfe then a people in Covenant with God ;
now looke how the Covenant differs fo the Churchand people
differs, whicais made by it. and which enter into it. /

Now the Covenant whereby God tooke a people outwardly
to be his people. then was that whereby they did (being circum-
cifed ) parcicipate of all thofe outward meancs which led to
Chrift which was to come, Pfa/ 147.19:20. -+ ;

Buc that Covenant whereby he takesa peopl outwardly to be
his people now , whereby they are admitted tob: baptifed. 15
that proteflion they make ot faith in Chrift, 428, 12,37. Mat.

3. 6, whereby they have crue and fpirttuall conjunction with
God, and are his people Heb, 3. 6. ;

Indeed it 1s true. that Chrift is and ever was the Mediator and
mmieans of Salvation. and alfo thatall thofe that were {aved, were
{aved through faith in him both before and fince Chrifts com-
* ming; but yet becaufethe outward meanes of making Chraft
known doth differently depend upon his being yet to come, and
upon his being come in the fleth ; theone being more darke, the
other more plaine: the onemore carnall, the other more {pir1-
tuall ; therefore the participation of thefe meanes doe make the
ftate of the participantsto differ.

Concerning which. note thefe differences. firft it’s called'the
Old Teftament, and the time fince Chrift, the New Teftament
Heb, 9. 18. Sccondly, it is called éhc carnall Commaudcmerlxt: :

oo 3 this,
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thisfince Chrift is called the power of the endlefle life Hes, 7.
16. Thurdly, it is called a blameable Teftament it oppofition

toa better Teftament, cftablithed upon bettér promutes; #6.8, -

6" Tourthlyicscalled impotent, and éeggerly rudiments in ye.
ipect ot Chrift, which is the end of them , Gaf. 4 9. 'Col, 5. 3.

Hifilys ics called a yoke of bondage , in oppofition to the 1i-
bercy.and frecdome which comes by the Gotpell, Gal.s. 1. o402,
15. 104 Sixtlyit’s called ferwfalem below , or carthly 1n oppofi-
tion t6'feruyalem above Celettiall: and Heavenly ,which is the
priviledgéof the vifible Church inthe New Teftament, Gaf,
4. 25, 26 Hgb 12. 23, Seventhly 1t’s called a Law. and a School-
matter ¢ therudiments of the world : the rime fince Chrift the
tune ot farcth, Gal, 3.19. 23, 24 and 4. 3,4. Eightly, it’s ‘called
theftop of the partition wall, the Law, of Commandements
ftanding in Ordinarnces : yeahacred, or the caufe of hatered in
oppofition to the unity. and péace that'comes by the Goipell,
Epbef. 2. 14. 15, Col. 2, 14, “and hereupon it followeth that on-
ly fuch perfons are to be admitted unto thefe' Gofpell-privi
ledges as are {uitable chereunto.

% 1, The New Teffament. ' | . Inthenew Covenant, : f 5
3 2} Efablifhedupon bectet promifes, *, a4 In poffeflion of the promifes. | %,
= 3. Afterthe power of the endles life. | 13.Partake:s of the Powers of ! 5
2 {4+ InChrif, ] "4, In Chrift I cn«!]gs_l;}c. | ¥
@ {5, In libeicy of the Spirit, a‘sl a:e b i5.1n hcm‘i.omc f{Ftl1c {pirit, 'EE-
g |6, Celeltiall Jeculalem, 6. Bornefrom above, a
42 |7 A ftate of Faith, ‘ 7 In the Faith. : 5
:F:: $, A ftate of vty and Peace. 8. InVnity,Peace and love, g

Therefore only {uch are to beadmitted unto the Gofpell-pri-
viledges.In the time therefore before Chrift, fuch as would cir-

cumcife themielves, and their malesand obferve the Law in .

the R ights and Ceremonies thereof; together with their chil
dren by generation were the feed, and in Covenant with that

Church. i :
But now fince Chrift, only fuch as believe in Chrift and are
thereby children by regeneration are the {feed, and in covenant
with this-Church. Theproofe of this is. cleere, firft , becaufe
none of the naturall {eed of 4braham . -arein the covenant by
vertue ofany naturall relation, though they didremaing in the
Jewith Church till thedeath of Chrift: and as that 'éhu}r}ch
then
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then cealed, {otheir being in the Church by a naturall relation
cealed allo, At 10 28, Komy, 9¢8.Galig 28, 31, ¢, 3, 7> 9 14. 16,
19 22.26.28,29. Sceondly thie Gesdles have no naturall relation
to becomne dérabams feed by:and theretore a belicyers child can-
notbecome the feed of A braham by being the {ced of a believer,
unlefle fuch children doe believe themfelves, and cannot other-
wile in# refpelt be participants in the covenant made-wach
Abrapam. T hirdly, neither did the three thouiand ‘converts
baptife their children, when they themielves were ba ptited . as
“braliam did according to G ods command. Gen. 17,23, CirCui.
cife his Males the {clfe fame day; which plamly proves, that the
Covenant tiow under Chritt is ot the fame tHat was wich bra.
ham and his poftericy in the flefh : now that the z000. converts
did not baptife their children, when they were bapaied chem-
felvees is plaine, ¢t 2. 1. thewords are, #hen they that giadly
recorvedine wordwete bafftifed, 1, The meaning 1s onely they,
and none otlier; or elfé it were an impertect relation, 1t others
that did not gladly recerve the word were ba ptiied alfo : there-
forenone bt thote, and thercfore not therr infants ; for fuch a
teftimony (wiz. thac they gladly recerved the word ) 1s no where
recorded 1n Seripture, neither Can be of Infanes ; allo L4t 8 12.
Itis {aid,when they believed the chings that concerncd the king-
dome of God, and the name of Jefus, the y were baptiled both
men and women , and not before. therefore nor their Tufants,
Fourthly: Paut and others writing to the vilible Churches,

“fince Chrift doe ulvally exprefle themfelves of aff the members,

as of Saintsfaithfull brechren, called, reborne, the Sons ot Ged
by adoption, Rom. 1.6.8. Chap. 8. 15. 1 Cor. 1,2.4,5,6, 7, 8, Qe
Chap. 4. 15,16, 2Cor, 1. 1.7 Chap, 3. 72.Gal, 3. 20, Ephef. 1, 3.
1. Phili1.1:3,4,5,6,7. Cola. 1, 3, 3 de 2 Thef. 1. 1. 2. i 2

Thefox.1.3. 1 Per’t. 1.2 3. 10. 21,23, 23.whichthe Prophets
(notwithftanding they were led by the fame {pirit)were wont to
{peake otherwife of the vifible Church of the Jewes, as lfay1. 1.
16 fer. chap. vand 2. Ez¢k. 3,4 " 12. chap. 16. 48 s1. which
difference could not be it the naturall children had béen in the
Covenant, and of the Church as the Jewes were.

Fiftly, the Argiment and purpofc of Panl s to exclude all
things, befides faith to be any wayes availeable to the paus b
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tion of the Covenant, inrelation to <A brakam in the time fince
Chrift, Rom. 4. 16, G4l. 3.7.9.14.16.19-22.26. 28, 29. there-
fore the pofterity 1n the flefh are not now in the Covenant by
any 1{luu‘.urzul rclation, as they were before Chriftscomming in
the tefh.

Sixily, the Author to the Heb. 8. 8. f{aith from fer. 31. 314 .

Behold T make a new Covenant with the houtc of /#8«h , not
Jike the Covenant I made wich their Fachers but this is the Co-
venant.I will put my Law in their mind, and all fhall know tmee
from the leaft of them to the greatett of them. where weare to
note, that the principall difference is m the {ubjects of the cove-
nants:in the former,God did not put his Law in their mind nor
wrice 1t their heares, that is {0 as without which, they might
not be of the houte of /frael, but did write it 10 Tables of ftone,
requiring them to keepe it 3 but now 1s Chrift the mediavour
of the New Covenant, and Teftament, ‘that through death
which was for the redemption of the tranigresfions that were in
¢he former Teftament : they which were called might receive
the promite of eternall inheritance, which promife being recci-
ved, the perfons {o believing, and only they are the houte of /#-
dab, the true IHrael of God, Gat 6. 16. Kem. 2. 28 29. the fub-
jects of this covenant, which have the Law wriiten 1n their
hearts : in the former Covenant many of the {ubjeéts ot it were
dofbicute of the knowledge of God;being the Pofterity of Abra-
ham according to the flefh <at the firft Infants circumcifed at 8.
dayes old. according to the Law, and therefore wereto learne
God in Chrift. when they cameof ycares.

But now the Subjeéts of this covenant are {fuchsas all of them do
know God. from the lcaft to the greateft. having the Law writ-
ten in their hearts being all pofletlzd of che benefit of remisfion
of fitines, through Faith by {pirstuall regeneration,, verl. r2.
chap 10 17 18 Infomuch. asitisa great fhame tor the Church
of Corinth, that atéy thould bee amongft them deftitute of the
knowledge of God, 1 Cor 15. 34_(which could notbeif Intants,
were the Subje&s of this covenant and Church ) therefore the
covenant fince Chrift is not the {ame that: was before Chrift,
with -brahm and his pofterity in the flefh.and this thall {uffice

for anfiwer to this your Argument.
' . New
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Tnfants “Paptifme. 17
Now I [bail examineyonr proofes,andtke firft thing you wonld prov®
i8, ¢hat the covenans ranae wath Abram and bis poffersty in t_/ﬂ'ﬂt//?. be=
Jore Chrsjt, and shas now wnaer Chrsft ische fame : your firft profe 8
t0arthe Goypelissthz Dottrne of the Covenant: Ay
But thiswaspreachedro Abraham,and to fbe lowes in thé wildernesy
and:m ayids time;therefore the covenans 15 tbeﬁzme inadl. : ¢
“Arw. Andisthisa good profe,to.prove the covenant made
with #érams potterity in the flefh, betore Chrift , and fince to
be the fame, turely no fuch matter.and it itbe, then to whomio-
ever the Golpell which is- the Doétrine of the covenantis
Preached, they with their pofterity are 1n the covenant, yea
though chey be the fcotfing “irbens, Atk. 17,18, 19, 20. for there
lf nonorein your profe, but let us fee your fecond proofe, you
ay. : _

4f Abraham e the fasbarof the Tewes and G entiles, andequally as
be beleeveshey, ighteonfies of faith,c bischildrenegnally.a;fo beleiya
ing andno osherwife then the (ovenaxt vsthefame.

Sut Abraham isthe Fatber ofthe lewes and Gentiles, and eqnaily as
bé belesves, Rom. 4. 11,12, 16, 17. 23, 24,/ Gal "3, 7.9 26 29.
thereforethe Covenantisthe famic. . 4 P

“infw. What confequence hath this Argument, to prove
thatthe covenant made with Abram and his pofterity in the
fefh betore Chrift.aad that now under Chraftis the fame furcly
none atall. - ‘

For furlt if none be 4brabams children, no otherwile thanas
they beleive the righteoufnefle of tasth, then when anydoe fo
beleive, let them be baptifed.

Buct it 1scrue as it1s1ard.and proved in the Scriptures. all cgdg-
ed that none are Aérabum, children, neitherof Jewes nor Gen-
tells, but as they doc beleive the righteoutnefie of faxtlejz/:z. ac+
cording to the prowifc) Kom. 9 8 Gal. 3.29. chap 24. 284 :

herefore none other are Evangellically in the covenant, nor
ought to bebaptifed. = ! it TSRS ;

Secondly, thebody of the Jewifh Nation were the pofterity
of dbrahim, according to theflefh, were commanded to be eir-
cumcifed, Gew,17. 10.and {0 in covenant acmrdmg to the Law,
or otherwife they could nothave bin of the 7ew: (b Church while

¢he Law fafted; Romi9.4- & they could not have been broken off
D through




through unbeliefe, Rom. 11.20, and then in the time of the Law
they mightnot eat the Paffcover, Exed 12 48. ncither might
¢hey cometo the Temple to bring their Sacrificess Aits a1, 2.
therefore they werelegally in the éovcnant y though they were
but the pofterity of #brabamaccording to the flefh , yet none of
the uncircumcilion might in the time before Chrift- partake of
thele Priviledges ; nay, thongh they did believe , therefore the
difference was very great. :

Thawdly, now fince, Chrift no Gentile is Abrahamg {eed at all,
but by believing ther ghteoutnefleof faith, although hebethe
Child of believing Parents. G4/, 3. 29.

Fourthly, none of the Jewcs themielves (which were thena-
curall {eed of Aérakam and partakers of all the Ordinances ot the
Old Teftament, as well Circumcilion as any other. and that by
vertue of the fame naturall relation ) could be admitted to be
baptifed, 4¢s 2. 39. not yet to partake of any of the fucceeding
Ordinances of the Gofpéll, but upon the manifcftation of faith;
therfore the Covenant before, and that fince is not the fame-

- Your third Reafon is of as little force as the formes if it
well weighed ; which is this, Tharthe Sanding of the Jewes in the
greceof Ged, was the fame with Abrahams.

I anfivere, here we muft diftinguifh of the word grace, which
may equally be taken either particularly for the Covenant of e-
verlafting life, by which the Saints are trecly juftified , as Ko,
2.24. of elfe more generally for any cffect ‘of Gods goodnefle
whereby he doth. freely communicate any kind of benefic unto
men which muit nced}; be by graceand favour, {ecing no man
deferveth any thing at his hands.

This being premuted, I now make anfwer, That if you take
grace in the firft fence for the Covenant of everlafting life by

“which the Saints are freely juftified : then Tdeny that the Jewes
were ever required to manifeft their intereft therein before they
could be admitted to ftand members of the vifible Church-ftate
before' Chrifts comming ; asall both Jewes and Gentiles muft
now fince thedeath ot Chrrift; <785 8. 17, and yet neverchelefle

all that were faved.it was by grace in this firft fence; but if grace
be taken in the fecond fence {(namely more generally ) then I

muttneeds acknowledge that it was Giods great grace and mer-
' ' : cle
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Jnfants Baptifme. Iy
eiethat the Jewes had a Law of Circumcifion and other ordi.
®ances which was to them asa Schoolc-mafter tolead themto
Chryt which was to come, Gal, 3.24.and al{o promifes that Chriff
muft be borne of their feed according to the tleth £o,9.5. (and in

thefe refpects) the ftanding of the Jewes was the (ame with 4~

branam; (and thefe are the refpeés) {poken of by Aary, Lukex.

34 55. ofthe mercy {pokento Abrabans and his {eed, and the
Covenantand Ouch ipoken of by Zachary, ver, 75, 73. namely,
thac Chrift fhould come, and was expected by them to be borne
of the Virgin #ury and fohm the Bapesft to be his fore-runner, as

appearath v.4g. compared with ,75. according to the promufes
f God made to Abrabam, Gen,y

LY D) s and thercfore here you may fee all
your proofes for your affumption taken awa

1 take > wherupon 1 {up-
pofe your double confequence will fajle alfo 5 but yet becauie
your coniequences ftand diftin&, and your proofes annexed to
them, I will therefore confider of them in order as they ftand.

¢ firlt Confequent that you would prove, is, That Infants
arcwow inthe Covena

nt, a4 they were then before Chrift, yom are reful.
Ved #pon foure reafons,

The firftis; elfe the Covenant were not the fame with ¢hat’
which (as you {ay) you have provedittobe, = -

Towhich T anfwer, that T haye difproved your proofes of
that patticular, and cherefore this :

reafon 1s nothine.

2. You 12y Elfethe face ofthe grace of Gog /ba:glég Sfraired, and
be made of lefle-extent by Chrifts commaing, then iy wgs before, whereas
it.e5 more exlarged and of greater extent ; there 6eing-nw~bmg wiere then
inthe fate ofthe perfonio interefe Infam.t‘in the Covernans then now,

Firft, Tanfwere denying the confe uence, and the reafon is
becaufe the preaching of the Gofpel

is as full as Jarge and as
ample a teftimony ot Gods grace, as any of the Hlethly pofterity

of .Abrabam had by the Covenant, and larger ; “inafimych as the
Gofpell preached now is a more full declaration of ¢he grace of
God and the benefits that comue by Chrift then ever Circums-
eifionor the Ordinances of the Old Teft

ament did declare tor
them, andisheflethly fedof b abam had but tire declaration °
3

of
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of the grace of God in Chrift by the Covenant, then though the
believing {eed of Abram. had the grace of God in Chrift decla-
red them. ey . ‘

And now the Sced of the Gentiles believers and unbelievers
arc made par:akers of the preaching of the Gofpell though they
be not in the Coyvenant ; which 15a larger declaration of the
graceof God and of the benefits that come by Chrift, chén ever
the fefhlv {eed of dérabam had by being in the Covenant.

“T herfore the exclufion of the Hemly feed doth not ftreighten
the grace of God atall.

Secondlysas it was of Jarger extent in refpect of the cleare Re--
velationwot che grace. of God beyond what it was before Chrifts:
comming ; 10 likewife icis of larger extent in refpeét of there-
velation to more people, then it did chen, tor then it was confi-
ned to the Land of Iracl, and the people of the Jewes 5 bucnow
this moré cleare Revelation of the ?racc of God (abounding be-.
yond whatever Circumcifionand all the Ordinances ofthe Law.
Jid or could reveale unto the flefhly {eed thenin Covenant).

s by Chrift commanded to be preached to all Nations ;. yed, to

every man and woman Mark 16,15, Mar, 28.18.19.Lu.24-47:.

and yet the people neverthelefemore in Covenant nor to bee
bapifed unlefle they believe.therfore the increafe of the extent
of Gods grace doth not ncceflarily tmply a bringing of the flefh-
1y feed ot believers within the Covenant. : !

7 Thirdly. if you by extention of grace doe conceive that ever
God did accept of the pofterity of abrabem into the Covenant
of everlafting life, by Chrift, without faith in their owne per-
{ons, onely in relation to brabam; and therupon conclude that
the {eed of believers are now much more taken into the ‘cove-

nant of everlafting life by the faith of their Parents : therein.
ou erre, and{"ich-an extenfion of grace Tdoe abfolutely deny.

oth now and in thetime before Chrift too: this exrror was cof-
demned in the jewes by-/ohn Baptiffs 1 ar. 3.9 and by Chrift,
Tohu 8. 34 39,40, 4%: But of this I have {poken fufficiently’
before. : ‘
Fourthly. and whereitisaid That therewas rothing more in the
atcofthe per[ins, thexnto inf evelt Infantsinthe covesant then o,

... Tan{wer, .Thag though therewas nothing in the fate of the
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Perfons ; yet there was fomething in things. and in the order of
times, Chrift being yct to come. :

In which refpect the neceflary abfence of thetruth , and true
promifed iced did neceflarily scquire the type namely the tiefh-
ly feed to be {elcéted. {c parared and cerenionially holy,of whom
the promuted {ced was to cotuse : but now thenecetlary prefence
of the truth, and true promifed feed Jeius C hrift being comie,
doth necefiarily require the abience of thetype, and the con-
fummation , termination , abrogation and utterabolution of
this feletted, {eparated and ceremennall Eclines ot thas narurall
and flehly feed; and therefore now there 1s nothing bur Fvan-
gelicall holines {elcction or feparation remaining, which is not
without perfonall faich: and therforeno vifible, being but upon
ex: ernall manifeftarion, and confequently no admittance to any
Ordinance of the Covenant by any cxercifing lawfull authority
in {uch caufes but only by vertue of fuch excernall manifefta-
and thus have T anlwered your {écond Reafon. -

Your third Reafon , whereby you wouldprove that infants
arenowin the Covenant as they were, then is this, 4érabam,
bemg theveor, andthe lewes and Gentiies the branches; as when the
Iewes werebrakenoff . andas well Infants as menof yeares ; and fo when
[ewes be againe implaxted, aswellInfantsas men of yeares [ball be fo, -

Towhich Ianfwer. fitft I conceive (under favour) that by the
root is meant Chrift = according to that of /ov% 1:. 5-where
Chrift faich. Lam the Vine. ye-arethe branches. becaufe the A-
poftle faith Rem. 11 20. thouftandeft by fa;t b : now Chrift is
thc proper object of faith, and not Abrabam. -~ "', - Y

Butadmit that 4brabam be the toot ; yet the Gentilesate not
the branches in'a naturall relation, nor the Jewes brancheés in'a
{parituall relation without j erfonall faith, or élfe the Jowes
couldnotbe broken ofF,‘thrpugh,tmbclicfe . becaute unbeliefe
doth not makdthe Jewesceafe to have naturall relation to Abra-
ham ; and therefore if you make Jewes and Gentiles. to bethe
branches: equall inrelation to the ‘toot 4éram , youmuft make
the relation fuch asispoflible to tgcm both - fuch onely isa {pi-

3 rituall
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rituall relation , Galas. 3. 29. for ina naturall relation it is not
poflible for the Gentiles to be branches in relation to the root
Abrabam,

3. Whereas you fay , when the Iewet werebrokenoff , it was as

weil nfants as menef yeaves,

1 an{wer, it is true, becaufe Chrift which was the true promi-
fed {eed being come, the naturall relation in the Covenantcea~
{ed. and now there was no relation in the Covenant with 4bra-
iam, but by faith in Chrift oncly.

4. Whereas you fay, That whenthe lewes be againe implanted, as
well (nfants asmen of yeares Jbalibe fo.

Lan{wer that as unbelicfe did breake them off, {ofaith onely
muft grafc them 1n, as ver. 23.

But that ever the Jewes fhall be planted {0 as Infantstobe
members of thevifible Church without the manifeftation ot
faith lawfully,as once they were before Chrifts commung, can
be no way proved bucit isan abfolute error.

Fourthly. your fourth realon to prove infants in the Cove-
nant, as they were then, is this, /fthe fewes and Gentile: are incor-
porated into ane Body in Chrift , andbe lewilb !sfanrs ave of that Bedy,
thenfomuft the Infantsof the Gentiles be 5 bn''the Iewes and Gemiles
are meorpovatedinteone Body im (briff ; (by the geniilesbeing made neere
and Chicwenswhichtheywerenot beforethe lewes berng in Chrafl) Eph,

2.11.20 & 3.6.amd the lewes Infants are of the [ame Body = theifore
[sarethe Infants of the Gentsles. :

I anfwere, that this is recorded to belong to the Gentiles, as a
benefit in {peciall to be the Body of Chrift : becaufe the Jewes
had meanes before, and fome of the Jewes had faith by that
means. and were true members of his Body:Chrift the head and
they the mémbers.and {o confequently the body ; why : becanfe
the members and the head make up the body, and then their
were no members knowne, but the Jewes thercfore no body ;
but the Jewes and the Gentiles had no meanes before; and ¢her-
fore Chrift by his comming brought this to pafle , that meanes
thould be afforded as well and as much as to tfxc ewes, and con -
fequently faith by the meanes and {o united to Chrift the head;
now being joyned to the head. they muft neceflarily be joyned
to the Body, therefore joyned cothofe believing Jewes which
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Iufants “Baptifime. 23
before were the body, butas the Jewes were no othetwife the
body, but in relation to the head unto which they were unit.d
onely by faith : {o the Gentiles had union with the, Jewes no
otherwifebut throug Chritt the head of them both, bting joy-
ned to him by faith, and 1o to them.

Secondly, I {ay. that the Gentiles did not by converfion enter
into fellowfhip “with the Jewith nationall Churck-flate ; for
that ftate the Jewes poflctied not by Chrift themielves, ( buta
new Gofpell-ttate which onely fome few of the Naion, which
were converted to the faith participated of ) therfore much leile
could the Gentiles participate of any {uch Church ftatewith
themnow: then, if ncither Jewes nor Gentiles were the body
of Chrift confiderably as a Nation ; butonly in refpect of con-
verfion. by which they were inheritors of the fame body , and
partakers of the {fame'promife in Chrift by the Golfpell ; then
were not the gcwcs meerly as Jewes of the body , and {o'confe-
quently not their Infants. .

But neither Jewesnor Gentiles were the body of Chrift con-
fiderably asa Nation, but onely in refpect of converfion by the
Gofpell. Esh. 3. 6. Therefore tg;c']cwcs meerly as Jewes arenot
of thebody of Chrift, and confequently not their Infants till
they be converted ; and therefore {0 are not the Infants of .the
Gentiles neither ; and thus You.may fee your reafons of pro-
ving Infants in the Covenantto faile you, and theretore your
next confequence will turely tall, which is this, that Infants
ought now tobe baptifed, asthen circumcifed. ;

Fll‘ﬂ', E{ﬁ‘ the Covenant were zar 1/9(/)",“, nor Infants inir,

I anfwere no more, it is not the fame in refpeét of the naturall
relation to Abrabam, as Thave fhewed and therefore Tnfants not
n it ‘

Secondly, you fay if they have the thing and {ubftance, they
cannot be dented thefeale and circumftance, if the fitft grace,
then the {econd confirming. -

Lanfwer true, when they manifeft that they have the thing
and fubftance , ‘or any other can' manifeft st for theny , then let
them have the feale and circumftance ; and {urely none can for-

bid water, why they fhould nog be baptifed, when they are
knowne to be tn the Covenant. 3
‘ Thirdly,




