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To the Churches of Chrift, with all their
Paftors and Teachers, and othefs who
have a promifing Gift for the edifying
the Church ; Grace and Gifts be multi-
plied upon you, through the Knowledg
of God, and our Saviour Jefus Chrift.

Dearly Beloved 5

r g'\ HE fubftance of the Matter contain’d in this
Rook was deliver’d at a Meeting defigned for toe
R promoting Spiritual Gifts in the Churches of
Chrift, but fince that I bawe feen caufe to make [ome con-
fiderable._Additions to what was then preached. There are
shree principal things which induc’d me to publifh thefe my
poor Labours in this fad and carclefs day, wherein there 1s
fo little Provifion made in the Churches of Chrift for a
future Minifry 5 and the firft thing is this, That the
Chyrches which are the Schools of Chrift may be ftir’d up
t0 fee what Spiritual Gifts God bath given them, and put
them into their proper. Exercife. 2. That all Paftors and
Teachers would look upon it as their Duty to infbruc® thofe
Members who are moft. capable _into  the knowledg of
Gofpel: Myfteries o And ( as Paul faid to : :
Timothy ) commit the {ame to faith- 2 Tint. 2.2

ful Men, who may be able to teach o- _
thers alfo. Ay third end in making this publick is, That
the Members of Churches, ¢fpecially thofe to whom God
hath given a good degree of [piritual Knowledg, would not
always content themfelves to be only Hearers, but to fiir
up thofe Gifss in an humble mannct, and put them in ufe
for the Chuyches Edification 5 and in order to aregular pro=
ceeding and managing that Work, I bave givent fome few

plain Direc¥ions in this Book.  And let fuch ferioufly e
2 z A > . G dow



4 The Dedigation. :
[fider the Apoftie Paul’s Reproof to the Church of the He
brews, who tells thend, they bad need be taught again the
firfp Principles of :the Oracles of Gods even thofe wery
Peyfons who for the time ought to have been Teachers
of' others.  Pray bear what the lateiReverend D Owen
faith tothis place imbis Exercitations.on the Epiflle to the
Hebrews. © The Apoftle doth not” only [ay that they had
¢ enjoyed fuch a time and feafon of Inftrudtion, as they
¢ might have been able to inftrudt others, but this be, de-
“clares as their Duty, Ye ought to have been Teachers
¢ of others, that is, publick Teachers in the Church : For
¢ this word is not any where ufed (faith the Dotor) but
“for a'publick Teacher, Preacher, or Infructor of Difci-
; ‘ © ples in the Knowledg of God: " And this
aiddis Nt “ word Teachers'is the word whereby the
SRRt ¢ Writers of the New Teffament - exprefs
¢ Rabbi, which was the ufual Name of the publick Teachéys
“of the Law among the Jews, and for the better under-
“franding: of this Sevipture, we muft confider the State
“and Condition of the Church in thofe days.  Every

“Church was then & Semrinary, wherein ot only’ Prowifion.

“was made for the preaching of the Gofpel in it feify bu
© for the calling, gathering, and-teaching of other Churches
“alfo s Whentherefore a Church was firft planted by the
© Miniftvy of the Apofties, it was for a whilt continued
Synder their immediate Care and” Infpection, and'then
¢ ufually committed by them to the Minifbry of [orne Evan-
¢ gelift, who-inftrucked the Churches more in- the Myftevies
“of Religions and in this State did they continue dntil
< fome weve found among themfelves to be made Overfeers
and Tnfrruttors of the reft's and upon their'  Deccafe
¢ others were to be calld and chofen. from among ‘therm-
“felves to the JameWork by the Church = and this courfe:
continyed inviolable - till the publick School‘ak Alexan~
““dria, which became'n Precedent to osher places for-antixt
< Learning of  Philo[sphy “and Religion, which' after o
_ Swhile corrupted both, and ar length the whole Chureh it.
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I'ie Deaication. 5
“felf. And (faith he) out of the Chuyches went thofe
“ who weve made ufe of ordinarily in the Propagation of
¢ the Gofpel's hence it was that when the Church of the
¢ Hebrews was perfocuted not long after its firft planting,
¢ the Mambers of it went up and down preaching the Wovd
¢ with gveat fuccefs tothe Jews firfs, and alfoto the Gen-
¢ tiles. < From whence the Doéfor obfevaies thefe two.things :
1. That Churches are the Sohools of Chrift, wherein his
¢ Difziples-ave trained up unto Perfeétion, cvery one ac- .
¢ cording to- the Meafure appoimied for them, and their
¢ ufefulne(s in'the Churchi ' 2. Fle obferves, that it is the
¢ Duty of the Afinifters of the Gofpel to endeavour their
“ Heavers-oni Members increafing “in Knowledg, wntil
¢ they alfo\ark able:toinftrul? others according to their. Calls
¢ and: Opportunities, . ;

< Soma:(fwith be ) it may be are apr'to fear their Hearers
¢ fhould Ruiow soomch's many corvitpt Lufts and Affectia
< ons may prompt thems' bereunto, which are all refol’d
< into Selfy with refpec¥ to Profit and Reputation : and this
“ bath procecded'fo far inthe Degencracy of the Church of
¢ Romey @'t produce the Commendation of blind Obe-
¢ dienoey -andTgnorance as the Mother of Devotion, and,
© it is'well\ift no ather are tainted with the [ame Difeafe;
< way even good Meén bad' need 1o watch againft Difcom-.
© pofures of  Mindy when they find fome like David, wifer
““thantheir Feachers in the things of God. - Jolhva bim-
© [elf was carneft with Mofes to forbid Eldad’s and Me-
“ dads prophefying in'the Camp, ous’ of no good frame,.
“ as appears by the Reply of Mofes, Envielt thou for my
¢ fake 2" and this occafion’d the Prayer of the boly 2an,
¢ Would God: all the Llord’s People were Prophets,
¢ and that the Lord weunld put his holy Spirit upon.
“ them. ' Aid. the Doldor clofes up all with this [aying,
“ To a faithful Minifier theve is no greater Crown, o caufe.
“ of Rejoycing; thawwhen becan be inflrumental to carry
< any of his Fearers sinto Perfection, as that their Gifts.
¢ and: Abilities may ousftrip bis:own; efpecially if ey
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¢ are accompanied with Humility and Holinefs.

Pray [ee further what be [aith upon the third Chapter of
the Hebrews and the thirteenth Perfe, and the tenth
Chapter and the 24th and 25th Ferfes. ~ © It is the Duty
¢ of Members to exhort, intreat, befeech, and comfort one
¢ another : The Perfons concerned in the Exhortation are
Sany of you, any among you, any of your Society that is
¢ engag’d in the fame Profeffion with you, and are Par-
¢ takers of the [ame Privileges, any of you believing He-
¢ brews; and here the Apoftie extends bis Direttion to
¢ mutual W atchfulnefs, and Exhortation unto all, even un-
¢ 10 the meanceft of the Church. This Duty of Exhorta-
€ tion is incumbent on fome by virtue of ‘efpecial Office,
¢ and the other by virtue of efpecial Love sy and this is that
¢ which 15 mutual among Belicvers, founded in their com-
c.mon Intereft.  There are feveral Duties belonging to this
¢ Head of Exbortation, informing thofe who are ignorant
¢ of the Truth; fodealt Aquila and Prifcilla with Apol-
“los, &c.  And on the tenth Chapter, [peaking of the
Saints exhorting one another, © Thefe Duties ( faith he )
¢ are now genevally loft amang us, and with them. is the
© Glory of the Chriftian Religion departed. And the DoFor,
t0 fhew bow he was affeted with the decay of thefe Duties,
mentions this over and over,  © This was the Pradlige of
© the Chriflians of old, but is now generally loft, with moft
¢ of the Principles of Pradical Obedience. ~ And again he
adds to the fame purpofe, ¢ This Duty is newer the more
¢ inconfiderable, becaufe the Pratice of it is almoft gone
“out of the World.

Wito this 1 fhall add what another woythy Perfon faith
stpon the fame Subjet. © 4 Church of Chrift (faith be)
*is not altogether deftitute of the Means of Edification,
*sven before they bave chofen and ordain’d Officers among
® themfulves.  But by wirtue of the Church- Relation the
® Bretbren fland in one towayds another, ’tis their Privi-
¢ Jege to exercife and difpenfe the Word of God for mutual
¢ Edificarion, . As every one (i. e, any one) h‘ath_ re‘i
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1 ne peaication. 7

¢ ceived the Gift, 1 Pet. 4. 10, 11. dnd to minifter the
¢ fame one to another 5 aud, if called by the Church, to
¢ fpeak as the Oracles of God. .And to juftify this
¢ Pradtice we bave many PafJages inScripture; Mal.3.16.
¢ They that feared the Lord fpake often one to ano-
¢ ther. Heb. 10.25. Forfake not the aflembling your
¢ felves together, but exhort one another.  Heb,5.12,
¢ Ye ought to have been Teachers. 1 Cor. 14.31.
¢ You may all prophefy, that all maylearn. .4nd
‘ . 39. Covet to prophefy. 1 Thefl.5.11. Edify one
¢ another. Heb.3.13. Exhort one another. Col.3.16.
¢ Teaching and admonifhing one another. Fude 20.
¢ Build up your felves in your moft holy Faith.
¢ Afs518.24,26. Apollos was no Officer, nor Aquila
‘ and Prifcilla in Orders, as the Language now is,
¢ Phil. 1. 14. Many Brethren fpake the Word with-
¢ out fear. - From thefe and many other Texts of Scrip-
¢ ture, ’tis manifeft that this Primitive Praftice was not
¢ to refirain the means of Edification, nor make Teaching
¢ and Inftrution peculiar to Office; but the Privilege of
“ all that God bath enabled, and Providence called to ex-
¢ ercife.  Nor can the ufual Objeition import any thing
¢ againft fo many plain Scriptures, viz. Thas thofe In-
¢ ftances were all extraordinary 5 for it was the Dolkrine
“and Praltice in the fetled and eftablif’d Churches of
¢ Chrift, and nothing contrary to any Divine Inflitution ;
* but the Reafon and Ufefuinefs of it continues fixed and
¢ permanent, But tho all gifted Bretbren (duly qualified
“ with Minifterial Gifts of Learning and Utterance,
¢ called by the Providence of God, and appointed by any
¢ Church and People of God to preach and teach) may
¢ lawfully and warrantably do it 5 yee this liberty doth no
¢ more make void the ufe and neceffity of fetled and fand-
¢ ing Officers in particular Churches, than any good Man's
¢ cave.of the Poor makes void the Office of Deacons 5 for
S it is mot. faid that any private Member muft preach ex

< dono, or obtrude. themfelves wishout a Call, or preach

L



B The Dedication.
< grdinarily, and in a fixed frated way, ij: I_Je be not chofen
 and ordained by the Church, for the Spirit of ‘the Pro-
« phets is fubje@ to the Prophets, i. e, Jo the Church,
¢1Cor.10. 15. Rev. 1. 16. rCor. 5. 12, And
< therefore in this matter we ought to magnify the bounsiful
< Carc of Almighty God, for ‘the Provifions be-harh made
¢ for bis Churches, in that be wonld not leave them to the
< uncertainty of a general Obligation, left vheve might -
< be fome neglet in thofe Adminmfirations, but hath infti- o
¢ tuted and appointed thar in bis Churches there (hould  be

< fettled ftanding Officers, whofe (ated Work, Duty and

¢ Bufinefs is to teach and exhort, take care and feed thofe

¢ particular Churches to whom they are made Owerfeers,

< and to thews, and amongft them (ex officio) to ad-

& minifter all the Ordinances of Chrift.  _Andwe join with

this good Man in bleffing God for a frated Miiftyy,

and that it is not with us as before the Law, as Dr.Owen

faith in bis Book intituled, Paftor and People ' 40" e i
truly it [ccms evident there was no' determinate Minificr
of Divine Worfhip before the Law, but the chief Men
among the Servants of God did every one in their own Fami-
lies with their  Neighbours adjoyning, perform thofe things
which they knew to be requived by the Light' of Nutawe,
Tradition, or Special Revelation, infbrucking their €hil-
dren and Servants,as Abraham did, concermmg the Good-
nefs of God, and concerning Sin Ly the Fall of Adam,
the ufe of Sacrificing, and the promifed Seed, whith was |
the Sum of their Religion. SIHINBIATIY

! And becanfe there bath been a great Controverfy ‘$n the
Chuich, whesher none but ordain’d Officers may ‘preach,’ or
whether fome Menwho are not ordain’d Officers, whe bave
preaching Gifts' and Graces, and are apt to teach, “ma
ordinarily exercife_thofe Gifts in publick Affemblies, tho

‘they be not ovdain’d Officers = “The latker of ‘thefe we affers

‘with thofe three worthy Minifters; Mr, Mattin; M Pet

)

to, Atr. Woodal in their nfmer.to o’ Books, #hé firft

 “called, Jus Divintirt Minifterii Evangelici, by fhe Pro-

omeial .. S
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The Dedication. 9

vincial Affembly of London; the fecond Vindiciz Mi-
nifterii Evangelici, by Dr. John Collins of Norwich.
<And tho I earneftly defire my Reader to read and con-
fader that Book, calid, The Preacher fent, where the
whole Controver(y is handled largely! and plainly s yet I
think it not amifs juft to name thofe’ feveral Seripture
Arguments they bring to prove that thofe who are taught of
God, and through a Gift are apt to teach, ought publickly
to exercife it when calld by the Church.

The firft Argument they bring, is fromthe Anteceda-
neoufnefs of Eletion to Ordination. © EletFion ought by
¢ Gofpel-order to precede Ordination of Officers : A knowledg
“of futable Qualifications is prevequir’'d unto a Church’s

- ¢ choofing of Deacons, A&s 6.3. much more is it nece(Jary
€ to a Church’s choofing one to a bigher Office, totake care
“of and feed their Souls, A Church cannot in Faith clec?
¢ or choofe @ Man, and commit their Souls to bis Charge,
¢ if they bave not grounds to perfiwade them that be is
© gifted and qualificd as Chrift vequireth Officers fhould be,
“1 Tim. 3.1, 2, &c. and a little time will not difcover
¢ thefe Gifts, therefore an ordinary preaching is prerveqii-
< Jite to Ele¥ion, ~ And fo if Election muft go before Ordi-

nation, then it necefJarily follows, that fome Men not
¢ ordained may preach. The Church chofe Stephen, and
“ the reft of the Deacons firft, and afterwards the Apo-
¢ ftles laid their Hands on them with Prayer; Jothat
¢ it appears that the Church choofeth Perfons befove they are
* ordain’d to Office, and they ought not to choofe them be-
¢ fore they bave a [ufficient Proof of their Abilitics, which
“a [hort time will not difcover.

Their fecond Argument is from Gofpel Commands, and
this they found on ¢ Heb. 10. 25. Exhorting one ano- -
¢ ther.. Heb. 3.13. But exhort one another daily.
® I Pet.g.10,11. As every Man hath received the Gift,
¢ even fo minifter the fame one to another, as good
¢ Stewards of the manifold Grace of God. if any
¢ Man fpeak, let him fpeak as the Oracles of God:



10 The Dedication.

¢ If any Man minifter, let him do it as of the Ability
¢ which God giveth; that God in all things may be
¢ glorified through Jefus Chrift.  This they call 4 Dj- .
wime Cummand, and this cannot be meant of giving Alms,
becaufe it is added, 1f any Man fpeak, let him fpeak as -
~ the Oracles of God, and this is to be done by every one
who hath reccived the Gift. 5
The third Adrgument is from Gofpel-Promife. * Mat,
¢25.29. For unto every one that hath fhall be given,
¢ and he fhall have abundance. '~ Here is 4 Promife, He
¢ that hath ; that is, if be ufes, exercifeth, and improveth
¢ what Gifts be bath: To him fhall be given, that is,
¢ be (ball increafe his Gifts, bis Labour f(hall be followed
“ with a Divine Bleffing, when the Talent is taken awa
¢ from bim that bid it.  We veftrain not thefe Gifts to
* preaching Gifts, it is enough that thefe are included
¢ peither do we fay that cvery Chriftian ought publickly to
¢ preach.  Many bave not the Talent of preaching Gifts, - %
¢ but whoforwer bath, it is bis Duty. to improve in an ov-
-derly way, - : : :
The fourth Argument is from Gofpel- Precedents or Ex-
amples : The firft they urge is from Apollos, Af#s 18,
“24—28. And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at
¢ Alexandria, an eloquent Man, and mighty in the |
. “Scriptures, came to Epbefus.  This Man was in- |
v “ftructed in‘the way of the Lord; and being fer- \
¢ vent in Spirit, he fpake and taught diligently the f
¢ things of the Lord, knowing only the Baptifm of |
¢ Jobn. ~ And he began to fpeak boldly in the Syna- ¢
¢ gogue: And he mightily convinced the Jews, and ¢
¢ that publickly, hewing by the Scriptures, that Jefus xi
\

© was the Chrift. - Jt is.uot probable that Apollos was an
¢ ordain’d Officery becaufe it is [aid be knew only the Bap-
“tifimof John, and the Baptifm of John fpake nothing
¢ of the Ordination of Officers 5 meither is it likely that
¢ be bad an extraordmary Call : Let ‘bim prove it tha
¢ will affers it TherText Joeaketh not: of any thing*ax-
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The Dedication. R o

“traordinary. A Manmay be Eloquent, and mighty ifi
¢ the Scriptures without extraordinary Gifis 5 and bis be-
¢ ing inftru@ed by Aquila and Prifcilla in the way of
¢ the Lord more perfetly, frongly argues that be
¢ was not extraordinarily gifted.  Their fecond Scripture-
¢ Example for gifted- Mens preaching, thonot ordain’d, is
¢ from the preaching of the fcatter’d Saints, Ads 8. 1.
© At that time there was a great Perfecution againft
:the Church which was at Jerufalem, and they were
all feattered abroad, throughout the Regions of Fu-
¢ dea and Samaria, except the Apoftles. #er.4. Therea
¢ fore they that were fcatter’d abroad went every
¢ where preaching the Word. A&st1.19, 20,21,
¢ And the hand of the Lord was with them; and
“a great number believed, and. turned unto the
 Lord. From whence they obferve that the fcastered Saints
¢ preack’d publickly. Afs 8.4. They went every where
¢ preaching the Word. 2dly. That they bad Divine
¢ _Allowance in this their Preaching 5 it is (aid, The hand
¢ of the Lord was with them, and a great number be-
“lieved. 3dly. That thefe featter’d Saints who preached
 were many of them indeed unorddined, this may appear
¢ from A&s8.1,4. The Perfons who preached are faid to
¢ be the fcatter’d Saints 3 and who are feaster’d is declar'd
¢v. 1, There was a great Perfecution againft the
¢ Church: for if we ask the Quefiion, Who were all
¢ featter’d abroad ? The Anfwer muft be, The Chutch
“at Ferufalem, and thefe went every where preaching.
“ The Apoftles whowere the chief Officers weve not [earteved 5
¢ for it is faid, They were all fcatter’d abroad ex-
* gept the Apoftles. ‘ 5 e :
Their fifth Argument is-saken from Gofpel- Rules about
Prophefying. © All that are Prophets may: publickly preach;
¢ és proved from 1 Cor.14.29: Let the Prophets fpeak.
¢ ¥.31. For ye may all prophefy one by one. Here is
S an univerfal Liberty given to all the Propbets to exercife.
S sheiv Gifis publickly in & festied Churshi Ver. 23 If
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¢ therefore the whole Church be come together in one
¢ place. 7.24. But if all prophefy. This prophefying
¢ thercfore was publickly in a Church- Meeting : And not only
¢ fome.but all the Prophets bave aliberty of prophe[ying : For
“’ye may all prophefy one by one. We do not fay that
“ CAWlY bath reference to every Member of the Church of
¢ Corinth, as if all the People of the Church might propbefy
< whether they had the Gift or no 5 but *tis granted only to them
“ who bad that Gift : The word Prophefying is not limited
“ to that whichis extyaordinary. Some are called in Scripture~
¢ fenfe Prophets by way of vefemblance, who do not foretel
¢ things to come s if they have a Gift of Scripture-Interprera-
¢ tion or Expofition, they may be call’d Prophets by way of ve-
¢ femblance, as the Scripture in general, and the Gofpel in
¢ fpecial is calld a Word of Prophecy, 2 Pet.r.19,
¢ 20,21. yet agreat part of the Scripture doth ot -contain
¢ Prediétions of future Evewts. ~ Prophecy is [aid by the
¢ Apoftle to confift in Exhortation, 1 Cor.14.3. He that
¢ prophefieth, fpeaketh unto Men to’Edification, and
¢ Exhortation, and Comfort. = Now the word Exhorta-
“ tion fignifies a [tirring up to Duty, and for befeeching,
“intreating and comforting. - Sowhen the Apoftle Paul ex-
¢ borts the Church at Corinth to defire and covet to pro-
¢ phefy, we are not to underfrand it as an Office to the
¢ Church, as if they might all defire Offices 5 but to.covet
“ to prophefy, i to defire a Gift from God:toexpound
€ and interpret the Scripture to the Churches Edification.
Now our Brethren of the Congregational-way being 'fo
Jound in their Fudgment about ‘this Point, it is greasly
defived that their Principle and Practice did better harmo-
nize : For I do not think that three Inftances of thofe
Churches throughout London can be given, who bave for
thefe laft thirty years paft made choice of any for Paftors,
but fuch as bave had Human Learning 5 and there bath
been too great a flight put upon fach as had it not, - tho no
way injcgriour wn [pivitual Gifts and Graces for- the

Churches Edification : and T am inclind to belicve that |
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The Dedication. 13

at this wery time, Churches mpay -be too negligent to call
forth thofe from among themfelues, who may be as ufefu
as any they can find abroad. Thofe words of our Sa-
viour are found true by daily Expericnce,

No Prophet is accepted in his own Zukeqi24.
Country. O that Churches  and Minifters :
would confider the loud Call of Neceffity to fkiv them up
to this Primitive Praitice! Suppofe that God fhould take
away but a few Minifters out of [ome Churches in the
City of London, where there is but one Gift in a Church
ordinarily in Exercife, what a lofs might fuch be at in
an Eye of Reafon? Therefore it is greatly defired, and
would be a wery glorious Work, if all the Elders of the
Churches in every City in England would not only be
concern’d in their own particular Congregations for a future
Miniftry, but that the feveral Elders would fet apart
Jome time every Week for the inftrulting young Men,
Members of Churches, inclin’d to Diyine Studies
and fo in the Country where two or three Churches are
nos.far afunder, that all their Elders would agree to
mect once a Month, or oftmer, to bear the Gifts that God

“bath given their Churches,  dnd that their Gifts might be

difcover’d, they ought firft of all to Le put upon Prayer,
and then to fee what Gifts they bave for opening the
Word of God ' and this to be done to the end that fome
may be able to teach others alfo, when we put off this
Earthly Tabermacle.  But fome will be ready

to fay, God will take care of his Fer. 3. 13-
Churches, and give them Paftors after

his own Heart.  But this is no thanks to she Churches who
are negligent of their Duty in this refpe, We argue
with a great deal more Fudgment about the Concerns of
our Bodies, we fay it is our Duty to truft in God to
provide for our felves and Families : That is true, bus
we do wnot ordinarily negle@ the lawful means conducing
to that end. The Husbandman hopes for a good Crop
in Summer, bur [t it is in the ufe of Means, be
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B - 2 ' :
ought to plough and fow bis Seed, and not look for

a Miracle, but do bis Endeavour, and leave the Bleffing
with God : Thus fhould we do in the Concerns of ouy
Souls, and the Churches of Chrift.  This Work is. not
defign’d for thofe who bave no need of this Counfel,
but for fuch as baves but yet it may ferve as g Spur
to ftir up fome more able to give further and better
Directions in fo great @ Work : and if any thing
bere mentioned may tend to the Profit of any, that God
alone may bave all the Glory, is the bearty Defire of Jouy

fincere Brother in the Bonds. of the Gojpel,
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.~ jab and Elifba: ’tis not probable that
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INTRODUCTION.

‘ E read in the Books of the Kings in fe-
veral places of the Schools of the Pro-
phets, and the Sons of the Prophets,

who were inftructed by thofe called

TaT Kings 243,50
Fathers, or Seers, fuch as Samuel, Eli Chinia s

1 King,20.35.
they taught them any Languages, for ;sum.1o. 12
there was no need of that, becaufe
God’s Revelations to them were in their own Na-
tive Tongue ; néither could they give them the holy
Spirit, that being God's Prerogative alone; but ’tis
very likely the aged Prophets did declare their Pro-
phecies which they had from Fehovab, and open’d
and explain’d the Law to them, and put them uport
exercifing themfelves in holy Studies, with a fre-
quent reading the Oracles of God, and meditating
therein day and night, with Prayer to the'Almighty:
and this was done, to make them:the more fit for
Prophetick Revelation. - Thefe Sons of the Prophets
were very many, and probably incréafed by the Mi-
niftry and Miracles of Elijab and Elifba. s
Fromi the Confideration of thefe things aforefaid,
and the little Care that ‘Churches take fora future
Miniftry, I have been ftir’d up to caft inmy Mite into
the Freafury of Divine Counfel, hoping it may be
of fome ufe to thofe young Perfons :whofe Hearts
God hath inclin’d to the Miniftry of the Word:
And if my Heart do not deceive me, my Ends are
purely the Enlargement and PerfeGion of the King-
dom of Chrift. | 2
That Scripture which I fhall lay for the Foundation:
of my Difcourfe; is B i | viafs

—
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2 Tim. i1 15,
Study to [bew thy [elf  approved unto God, & Work-
man that needeth wmot to be afbamed, rightly
dividing the Word of Truth, :

Apoftle Paul, he was the Writer, but the
Spirit the Inditer. Paul that was once a
great Per[ecutor, is now become a great Preacher, Gal.1,23.
He that once fought the Churches Deftruétion, is be-
comea Labourerin order to the Churches Salvation.
2dly. As to the time when this Epiftle was written,
it was but a little before Paul’s Death, who was
beheaded under Nero Emperor of Rome; and this I
collet from this Epiftle, where he faith, I am now ready
- to be offeved, and the time of my departure
isat band : and fo it is thought to be one
of his laft Epiftles,
3djy. The occafion of this Epiftle is this, The
Apoftle having left Timothy at Ephefus to take care
R of the Church there, Timothy with the
!glm- 1- 3. reft of the Elders wept very fore upon
o ;72?8?6’ PauPsdeparture ; and Paul fuppofing that
2Tim. 1.4, Timothy had heard of his Sufferings at
Rome, which might prove an additional
Sorrow to him, thought therefore by this Epiftle
to eftablifh and comfort him both againft the Apo-
ftle’s Sufferings and Martyrdom approaching, as alfo
againft all the Preffures and Perfecutions of the
Church. : ) } ;
4thly. The fcope of this Epiftle is more imme-
diate in reference to Timothy, whom Paul exhorts
. to Courage and Conftancy in his Minifte- | 3
aTim6,13. a1 Office 5 but ' it concerns all Minifters | M

in their Minifterial Calling to be faithful and diligent |
o . n N \Qﬁ

1. T H E Penman of this Epiftle you fee was the

2 Tim. 4. 6.




¢ of  DMinfreriar s, -

in ‘their Work 'in the worlt of times, and with
An:hippm, to take heed to their Miniftry
which they have received in the Lord,
that they fulfil it, and to caution the Church againft
evil Men and' Seducers. 3

2.0 As for the Colierence of the Text, it feemsto
have ‘reference immediately to' the Verfe before,
where' the Apoftle fignifies that there were fome
in that day, That [frove about words tono ..
profit, but: to the fubverfion of the Hearers, . = el
Now as if Paul fhould fay to Timorhy, That thou
mayelt be of advantage to thy Hedrers, and deli-
vered from that Error of fubverting any, but eftd-
bliffing them'in the Truth, Do thott ffudy to'[hew thy
feif & govd Worknian, approvd'of God, Bt ot

3. By way of Divifion : We confider'thofe words
are an Exhortation. (1.) The Duty exhorted unto
is Study. (2.) The End and Defign of it is; that he
may approve himfelf to'God, and to all good Men,
as a good' Workman, rightly. dividing the: Word of
Truth. - And then'we have, (3.) The Advantage that
follows it ; all fuch will be delivered from Shame,
and gain Honour and a holy Boldnefs in the Faith: -
For there is a Figure in the Texr, where there is
more intended thanexpreffed.  The'Scripture {peaks
after the fame mannet in feveral places, as where it
iS faid be will nop bredk the bruifed Reed'’y that sy he
will firengttien the Soul under all igs’ %emptations.

4 We fhall row raife fome Obfervations, which
are exprefs’d and iripliéd in the words. ~ -

(0h) VIS & &

Do 1, fhat Study is'din Ordinanct of God. 7 i
BYotY. 2. That the Scriptures'of Truth'are phe M g3s T
 Fountlition of & Minifter’s Study, 10 Luk. 16,2,

DOSE s Mens grear Defign wnd End i Sty [hould not
Beto' ok Adens Eihgs i ABpLift B quaiit dvid Elo-
e s geech, Uit b Bl Topleufe God, aWd Win Sggfsﬂ
L oct.
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Do&. 4. Thofe that ftudy fo as to approve themfelves to
God their Majtery and vightly. divide the IWord of
Truth, will be delivered from all Shame, and rather

. gainthemfelves Honour and holy Boldnefs,

Doé. . All Perfons who will undertake vo preash with-

out Study, ave not like to approve themfelves -to God
theiv Mafter, nor vightly divide the Word. of Truth,
byt vather expofe themfelves and the Caufe of God in
their hands ts Shame and Contempt.

Now I 'fhall fum up all into one Do&rine.

Do&.! That it is the Duty of, cvery Gofpel- Minifter fo to
. ftudy as they may approve themfelves. to God 5 and fo
. divide the Word of Truth, that they. may not be
afbamed, but vather bave the. Honour that belongs to
that calling.

1In fpeaking to this Propofition I fhall vfe this Me-
thod. ' 1fk 1 fhall explain the Point. 2dly. Lay down
one - Propofition. .3dly. Shew who are good Work-
men. - 4thly. Give the Reafons why they fhould fo
ftudy.  sthly. Improve the Doérine.

I. By way, of Explanation. .When the Apoftle
faith rightly dividing the Word of Truth,. you muft
know. 1t is a Metaphorical Expreflion, a borrowed
Saying, whether- it be from the Prieft’s cutting the
.~ Sacrifices, fo as all had their proper fhares ;
Pool... orfrom the Parents dividing the Difh among(t

feveral. Children;; or from the Carpenter,
who divides his Timber by a right Line: The word
imports thus much, that Minifters fhonld fo divide
the Word of Truth, asto giveevery. one their due
.o~ Portion. It .is.prophefied of Chrift, The
;m"“’."*' Lord bath given me the Tongue of .the Learned;
thapd fhould know how to fpeak @ word in [eafon to bim
that is. weary, « Every -one muft haye his Portion.

You o tf
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You muft feek the Sinner’s Coaverlion, theignoranc
Man’s Inftru&ion. The good Shepherd will feck thas
which “is loft, raife them. that are fallen, and bind up
the broken in Hears with God's fwees Promifes, and la-
bour to bring them to the Fold that bave been driven
away, heal and ftrengthen thofe that are fick. Thus
every one ‘is to have his Portion rightly
divided to him. In a word, fome mult fzek'%d},‘
be fed with Atilk, fome with (brong Mear:  yey, 0y,
Food for ftrong Men, and Milk for Babes.

II.. The fecond General Head is tolay down one
Propolfition, which is this

That it’s God alone by the Infpiration of his holy
Spirit can make Men able Minifters of the New Te-
ftament: This is proved by Chrift’s words to Paul,
who faid unto him, [ bave appear’d unto i
thee: for this purpofe, to make thee @ Minifter - A0 2815
and:a Witnefs both of ‘thofe things thouhaft feen, and in.
thofe things in which: I will appear unto thee.  And this
St. Paul acknowledgeth, when he faith, -
Chrift hath made us able Minifters of the New 2 Colg e
Teftament.  And tho it be granted that human Lite-
rature is very ufeful for a Minifter, yet it is not’
effentially neceffary 5 but to have the Spiric of Chrift
to open the Word of Chrift is effentially neceflary <
Foraltho it is poflible to make an exaét Tranflation,
of the Scriptures out of many learned Languages,
and give an exact Grammatical Conftruction of ‘the’
fame, yet if this Man be void of the Spirit of Chrift,
he cannot know or underftand the Myfteries con-
tain’d in God’s Word. . Every rational Man will ac-

‘knowledg the truth of that Sentence of the Apoitle -

Pauly” As no Man. knoweth the. things of a
Man; [ave the Spirit of a Man within bim
even fo the things of God knoweth no\Man but the Spiris,,

i o o S A,

of God,» This puts ‘me in mind of aSaying of a~

N
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worthy Minifter at a Perfon’s Ordination above four
and twenty yearsago; Tho I underftood Latin and
Greek, Philofophy, Logick and'Rhetorick, dv. yet
before Converfion 1 was as ignorant of Chrift as a
wild Afs?s Colt. :

III. We fhall labour to fhew you who are good
Workmen. : S -

1. A good Workman will lay a good Foundatjon
' : for his Superftructure.  St. Paul faith, s
a wife Mafter-builder I bave laid the Foun-
dation, which was Chrift alone, and no other Foundation
can any one lay for the Salvation of immartal Souls.
All others that build wpon any thing but him, are
Mitb, 3 foolifh Builders, and build upon the Sand

253 andwhen the Storms arife, the Hoyfe falls 5
and great will be the Fall of any that fall into Hell
for want of ‘building upon Chrift their Foundation ;
ok e for.?they only are truly wife that build
7777 their Happinefs upon -Chrift crudified.
Mar. 16. 18.  This is that Rock wupon which whofoever

.. builds, the Gates of Hell fhall nos prevail
againft him ; that is, the Rage, Malice, and Power of
the Devil’s Ringdom, = it
- 2. 5uch are good Workmen'in the Myfteries of
the Gofpel who build a good Stru&ture upon this
ifcor. Ay good Foundation ; that is, Gold, Stjver,
F e & recious Stones, viot Wood, Hay, and Stubble »
Wemuft taﬁe care that we do not build upon  this
Foundation ‘bad Works, and an evil Life, and fay
Chrift is our Foundation ; neither muft we build up-
on jt upfound Doétrine, nor ftuff onr preaching with
Human Axt, Rhetorical Ornaments, Philofophical !
Queftions or: Reafons, for thatis all' Wood, Hay,
and Stubble, and muft: be: burnt upy bit.we muft
viedirk, ©1 tcontinue :tq :preach. thy ‘pure,  divine, .
P | found, and.: precious” Dosine of tha.

1 Cor. 3.10.

| I(%

{ ever
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Gofpel, in a way conformable to the Subftance of iit,
and build upon it a good Lite, which is like Gold,
Silver and precious Stones that:will abide the Trial.
3. A good Workman in the Gofpel lays his Work:
well together, or elfe it wants that Profit and Beauty:
that otherwife it would have; our Difcourfes fhould
hang as it were in a Link or Chain. Thus it is in‘all
our- Saviour’s Sermons, and Paul’s Epiftles; thereisa
wonderful Coherence and Dependance of one thing
upon apother. When we name a Text we fhould
not.take our farewel of it, as too-many do, andinog
return to it again «in our whole Difcourfe; but we:
fhould clofely follow the Scope and Defign of the
Spirit of God in that Text, with that Order-and
Connexion of the Parts, that it may look beantiful
and pmve-proﬁtable. ; 1 i e Eibi
4. Heis a.good Workman-in-the things of Gody'
that ufes proper ways and means to prove @ Theme
ot Propofition by. A Carpenter;hath his proper
Tools to dohis Work withal 3 e doth not take a
Mallet sehen he wants-a Chizel, nor a Saw when he
wants a Hammer, but ufes fuch:proper Tools as will
effedtually do his Work: As for Example, {uppofe
your Propofition was this, That it is the Dty .of
every Man to love and praife (God. . WNow to proye
this, we argue as King David did, from our Creation :
The Lord is our Maker, letus thevefore worfhip. and'bow
down befove bim : Becaufe be bath made #5, 1.
we fhould, enter into ' bis Gates with T bank|- Pfj’ 10%53 :’;
giving, ~and .into bis  Courts with Praife. )
(2.) Wecoughtto love and honour God fuperlative-
ly, becaufe this was the great End of our Creation :

God-hath made. all things ( faith Solomon’) Proo .8

fonchimfelf. - The four and iwenty Elders.acn! Rey. 4. uké
 “knowledg. that: God is: worthy o veceive all rdnte
- Gloxy, Honoursand) Powers becaufe he created: alb things-

(3.)"We not only argue from the ‘Author | of out

N
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Being,- and the End of our Being, but from the
lefler 'to the greater : As if it be the Duty of Chil-
dren to honour their Parents, and the Duty of Sub-
Jé&ts to honour ‘their Prince; how much more is it
the Doty of 'a Creature to honour its Creator ?-
Again, If Men will beftow any Pains and Coft to pre-
vent Sicknefs and Death on their Bodies, how much
more fhould we labour after the Salvation of our
Souls ? i 1

5. We count them good Workmen that do their
Work well, and a great deal too. * Indeed there are
fome very good Workmen that do their Work well,
but'doa very little. Others again may {peak a great
many Words in a Sermon, who have but little Mat.-
ter: He is moft accepted that brings the beft Bread
and a full Meal. Some can deliver more Matter in
half an hour to the profit of their Hearers, than
others can in a whole hour. ~ As fome Perfons do
their Work {o bad as makes fome almoft fick to fee
it, fo fome may preach as to make the Hearers fick to
hearit: And yet fome are fo conceited of their own
Abilities, that there is no room for Inftruction.  To
be fure this is true, he doth the beft Work and the
moft Work, that labours moft in his Study, with a
dependance upon God for a Blefling.

IV. The Reafons of the Point, in which I fhall be
very brief. AR
1. We fhould ftudy to be good Workmen, becaufe
our Work is of the higheft nature, Men that work
among Jewels and precious Stones, ought to be ve-
ry knowing of their bufinefs. - A Miniffér’s Work is
a great Work, a holy Work, ‘a' heavenly Work.
' Hence the Apoftle faith, Who is fufficient
2 Cor.2.16, for thefe things ? O how: great a Work is
this! What Man, what Angel is fufficient to preach

the Gofpel as they ought to.preach it ! You work
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for the higheft End, the Glory of God, and the-good
of immortal Souls ; you are for-the beating down of
the Kipgdom of the Devil, and enlarging and ex-
alting Chrift’s Kingdom : and be that win- .
neth Souls (faith Solomon) 15 wifes thatids, Prov.rr.zo.
he that draweth them to God, and to the :
Love of him, {weetly gaineth and maketh  Diodae. ,
a holy.Conqueft of them to Fehovah. .. .. :

2. We fhould ftudy to be good Workmen, be-
caufe you will be, the better able to give a good ac-
count to your Mafter, an Accouns with oy g
and not with Grief, having been faithful Heb-13.17.
Watchmen over your Flocks.  Pauibold- |
ly.declares it, that be was clear from the A&szo.z27,
Blood of all Men, and bad not fhupn'd to. 28 . .
declare the whole Counfel of God 5 and it is . . ° " .
his Counfel to the Elders at Ephefus, To take beed so
themfelves, and to all the Flock over which the Holy Ghoft
bad.made them Overfeers, - And in fo doing there may
be: expected an approving of God, anda :
Well done good and faithful Servant, enter L]
into the Goy of thy Lord, that is, into everlalting
Happinefs. = :

| Mati'a5.23.

V.. The Ufe and Application, - . B
1. By way .of Information. If it be the Duty
of Gofpel Minifters to ftudy to divide the Word of
God aright, then we fairly and naturally infer, “that
it is-their Sin that preach and neglect Study.  You
may eafily perceive from the Pulpit whether the Man
hath wrought bard at his Study the week before, or
not.. We may fay of Sermons as fome do of picces
of Work amongft Men: We fay of fome Work,
ithere is no Labour, there is no Pains in it, it isa
JYery flight thing, But it may he:faid of:..others
.on the contrary, this is a_good piece of -Work
ghis is_well wrought, here. is Labour. in. this,
. o ARLAIREL AR JOE 3L “ghia
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this is fubftantial Work. ' As there are too few pain-
fol Tabourers, oI fear there are too many Loiterers
: ‘concern’d in® this glorious Tiployment;
If2. s6. 10. ~ the Holy Ghoft fpeaks of fome Watchmen
: fleeping; loving to flumber, Sy
2. This Do@rine refutes the Opinion of ‘thofé that
think it unlawful to ftudy “to’ declare God’s' Mind,
and will contemptuoufly fpeak againft it, as'if we
were to preach by Infpiration, ‘as the' Prophets and
Apoftles of old did.” What cat be'a better Confu-
tation of thofe Men tham our Text? which ‘com-
mands Minifters to ffudy to fhew' themfelves

2 Tim.2.15.

Pl 1. 23, 4004 Workmen's dnd to ‘meditate in God’s |
Law day and night.  To meditate in the |

Law, the revealed Wotd of God, ‘the Rule of Life,
fo as to draw the Ground of our Faith, and the
Comfort “of Confciencé out of "the Promifes of
Grdcé. et o

“"'3."This affords 'vs"'a Ufe of Caution. If it be

Minifters Duty to “ftudy, then be!cautioned againft | b i

Tdienefs in the grede things of God, and the Con-
edits of immortal Souls ; the Lord hath often re-

proved idle Shepherds. Thereis fo much precious |
time fpent in the World and Pleafures thereof, that |

there is a very fmall remnant of the Week left, I
fear by too many, fo that they haye not fufficient

tidié to improve the Talent God hath'given them; | '
and what can be éxpeted then but 4 lean Difcourfe, |

if f}otya confufed orie, When the!Sabbath comes?”

"4 This affords, a Ufe of Confolation. If Shame
Wwill atfend them that are lazy and' idle'in the things

‘of God, then Honour and praifé will follow thole | 4=
that ar¢ trhe Labouréts in, the Lord's Videyard. | |
armbio, iR " Thofe that yile wtll, and"tabuur in' the Word |

NELYG LRt Jf 3 10 T 4t
T C and Dotfrine, ave Zounréét #}‘ortb}f-' of double
T3 o o b dltenidt vl fr
#ibir Works fake, Let all faichful Labottérs Tejoice,
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you fhall have Peace in syour own: Ceniciences, -you
will have Praife of the Churches, and all Saints ; and,
which is beft of all, God’s- Approbation ;
at laft, Well done good and faithful Servants. . el

To what I:have faid I fhall add fome further helps
by way of Directionand Inftruction to thofe that are.
inclin’d to the Miniftration of the Gofpel. = Conlfider
my wholeMethod in'fpeaking, 1. To the Penman of
the Epiftle. i 2. To the Time when written. 3. The
Occafion. - 4. TheScope. - Not that there will be al-
ways need npon every Subjed to take notice of thefe
things, yetupon fome Subjects there may be need to,
take noticeof fome or.all of them. 2dly. Confider
how your Text coheres and depends upon what goes
before it, but ftand no longer upon it than what may
make your way plain to the Text: Some have fpent fo
much time upon a Context, that by that time they
came ta their Text the hour was almoft gone, tho
they did not know whether they fhould preach in the
fame placeiagain. 3dly. Make an exalt Divifion of
your Text; if your ‘Text calls you to:it, for that.
will be profitable in the helping of you'to Matter..
4thly, Explain any difficult Terms, but fpend not
time needlefly in Explanation, if things are ealily:
underftood without it.. sthly. Raife as many Doétrines
as the Textwill allow, and imake what good ufe you
can. of every one of them, but infift moft on the
chief Scope of the place. | 6thly.. Your Do&rine be-
ing laid down, prove it from the Word of God by.
two or three Scriptures at moft; becaufe in the
mouth of two or three WitnefJes every Truth is efta-
blifbed.. After you have prov'd ity then,jay down
the Reafons-and Arguments of the Point;why and
wherefore'it. is fo. You:fee that,my third General
Head.is, to fhow what a good; Workmanis, but that
[ Whar3! will:not: come: in -the. handlipg of every:

Malkrina
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Doftrine. “Some ' Perfons laydown fome Propo-,
fitions - juft ‘after’ their Do@rine; but'whatever 1s
done in that, mdy be doneinan Ufe of Inftruttions .
but that is at your liberty, ’whethcx_' you: will do it
i Propofitions, or an Ufe of Inftruction. And then,
what Ufe you make, let it' be ‘always natural from
thé Doétrire, 'and draw as' many Inferences from it
a3 it will bear; for they are generally Very divine
things. 'Mark one thing, that all Doé&trines will not
afford the fame WUfes. " There-is; ©(1.) The' Ufe of
Information.: (2.) Caution.!(3:) Trialand Exami-
nation. (4.) Refutation. ‘(5.) Inftru&ion. (6.) Re-
préehenfion.  (7.) Exhortation, with its Motives and
Dire&ions. (8.)-' Admiration. - (9.) ‘Confolation.
Now you muft confider 'which of all:thefe, ‘or any
other Ufes, will be moft naturally handled from your
DPodftines el Suod 1o T ol o 0y

vt Additional Dire@ions and Inftruétions:

i) { < J HIJIN : 11
“3ft. Know- ye that the Scriptures are' the beft Ex-
pofitors of themfelves; no’ Man, nor no Church can
explain God’s Word ' better-than it doth it felf : As
for'inftance, the: Plalmift faith, There is
Pfal. $8. 1. 4 God that judgethin the Earth:.  Now! if
: * you would know what God'is, another
4. Scripture tells 'you that God is @ Spirit.
%ﬁn: 4.4‘ One Text faithy Stand in awe, and fin not.
AR 1 you would know!what Sin is, another
<John 3. 4. Seripture faith,  Sin is the Tranfgreffion of
“24ly. Give your!felves to reading, above all, the
}iqu Scriptures. This Counfel Baui gavexo his ' Son
EU5 0T Timothy, Give ' thw Yelf < tocyeading 5716718
wTim418  Chrif’s Counfel: to’ the’ Jews, Search the

Yohn s, 30.  Seriptuvesy for in themye: think ye have eter-{
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#al Lifey -and they- are . they which teftify of Chrifty who
hath brought Salvatiom: .of which Salva~ .. .. i
tia the. Prophets.of. old enquir’d-and fearched, 1 Pex 1,
diligently. It was. by Books. that. Daniel| Dan. g.2..
underftood the end of the feventy years :
Captivity-in_ Babylon.. . And always make  Conftience
to pray, with Solomos for, @ wife andan- ..
dexftanding Hears, to undérfland the Mipd * R118°3:9-
and. Will of God in his,;Word : .and alf@ beg for
great, Humilitys Pride and Conceit hath overthrown
many a young Preacher.; Two things, will make us
truly humble, a trué. knowledg of our felves, our
own ' Eoolifhnefs, Ignorance and | Impotency, With
our Vilene(s by Nature and-Act s, and @, Lrue know-
ledg of God.in his. glorious Perfectionss his Wifr
dom, Power, Holinefs.and; Truth, remember Lu-
ther faith in fome place, three things make a Preach-
er, Meditation, Temptation and Prayer. A good
Man told, me that he had. been ten-, times upon his
Knees. for one Sermon., . Sometimes, we have Ser-
mons, ealier, and fometimes with imore . difficulty s
but this is our Comfort, that we haye always a God
upon the Throne of Grace; who will help us in a time

of need that humbly lie before himy .i: .

3dly. Letall you deliver be according to the Ana-

logy “of Faith; neverjinterpret one ‘Text {o as to

thwart -another ;-abandon all private; Opinions, tho.
they ‘are. inever fo taking. . Peter daithy - o

No Scripture is of any,privaie luterpretation . R QLR
that is; no, particular, Scripture, differs, from _ the
whole;-or any part of .p. .. No Man, nor-no Compa-
ny.of Men; no. Charch ot ‘publick: Officers are to
interpret; the. Scriptures, of . thei, owniheads, ac-
cording fo-their own Minds; {0 as to;make their pri-
vate: fenfe the fenfeof the Soripture but to feck the

wnderfbanding of it.from:Gody who-fews the |

N
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28 A Sermon for t}ze'_I)))fro'vement :

meaning of the Word by'the Word it felf, 'as we
faid before; the more obfture places being ex-
pounded by the more clear. ' To help you'in this, get

4tbly.” Let your Speech be plain, as” Pauls ‘was,
Not with enticing Words of Man’s Wifdoin,
but in'demomfiration of the Spirit," and of
1 Tim. 1. 8, “Power. Ufe found Words thit 'cannos be
: _ condemned. Rhetorical Flourifhes are like
painted Glafs in a Window, that makes a great
fhow, but darkens the Light; as fome School-
mafters will flourifh Letters fo ‘much as few know
what they' ‘are but themfelves. 'To hdve more Rhe-
torick'in a'Difcourfe than Logick is condemnable
‘What doth it fignify to have a Difh daintily fet off
about the Brims, if no Meac be'in it? Be fure you
always fpeak ‘plain to the Capacity of the People:
Let us never fpeak Words we ‘do not underftand our
felves, 'nor~they which hear'us.’ " The Prophets and
Apolties generally fpoke in'the vulgar dnd common
Languages' which the ordinary People underftood :
They did not only fpeak to the Underftanding of a
King upon the Throne, but to the Underftanding of
the meaneft Subject. 7

x Cor. 2. 4.

sthly. Warchagainft vain Tautologies, and repeat-
-ing the fame  thing over and over in'other words,
unlefs it be.when you are'more than”ordinarily af-
fected with what you are upon from the movings of
God's Spirit, and that is hardly' ever bardenfome to
the Hearersy for if the Minifter be affered, generally
the Peopleare affetted 5 and if ‘the Miﬁiﬂ;g’;‘ be dull,
generally ‘the' People are dulll”Tantologiés are ge-
netally for want of Matter tofill up an'liour, there-
fose be fure’you ‘come well furnifh’d into the’ PplP‘t 5
yoh had better leave than lack: If youihave'not'a
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Gift' of Enlargement ‘upon a.Head:or Particular,
yowmuft have the more Particulars in‘your Difcourfe.
Some Perfons if they”have lefsithan: whirty Particu-
lars in their Sermons, it is too little for an hour, and'
thea'they run into vain Repetitions’; but/others who!
have: a Gifc of Enlargément'may preacha good  Ser-
mion froa lefs than half. Therefore every one muft
preach according ‘to-their proper Gift giveén them
of ‘God:! oil3 rist y eroftinila

‘6tbly.’ Let us not draw our words at too great-a’
lengthy becaufe it'is hot only offenfive to the Ear, but
fpends much time, and two words 'may be {poken in
the time of one . not but that I will')give an allowance
toevery Man’s natural Faculty 3 but ’tis to be feared
this\is often an affe@ed way of {peaking. ~ We/muft
alfotake heed'of  fpeaking too'quick, for then moft
Hearers cannot follow'us ; and here we muftalfo
allow for a naturalInfirmity. Perhaps Adofes had an
Infirmityin his'Speech, 'yet he was God’s Minifter to
onc’of- the greateft Monarchs in the: World : there-
forellet:the Hearers, rather pity than cenfure: thofe
who ' have:an Impediment in' their Speechic Who
wiade: Man’s Mouth 7' Was it not'the Lord ?7And it
hath been obferv’d of fome who have wanted uttes
ranceythat it has been' abundantly made up to them
inafolid Judgment.: crowins sniresd 70 g

~tbly.: Let your/Carriage and Habit- in a Pulpit be.
grave and. fober, ‘let:us have novindecent Behavionr,
noruncomely Garb.! Ithath been lamented by many
tofe€ Minifters, who are fet by God for Enfamples
to the Flock, with their Hair:and$Shouldeis covered:
with Pouder, efpecially when they enter the Pulpit:
Surely werethe-old Puritans alive] it would greatly
trouble thém ; aidit hath been no {mall difturbance to:
the:Minds of fome to hear fuch as aré calld Beau, vul-

LT P
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garlyoBow Preachers. . To fee an,antient: Minifter
gvavely. enter thei Pulpit with-his; gray,. hoary .and
white: :Head, ’tischis;Honoun and- Crown. of - Glory,
liecaufe natural 5 butiito-fee young;or middle-aged
Méwabout o dolemni.a Work: iwith: their: pouder’d,
Hait, bas if ‘they were gray, hoary,;and white with
Age; isnot this unfeemly, becanfe noti natural bug
artificial?’ But a worfe fighit thansthisis; tofee aged
Minifters enter the Pulpit with their Hair pouder’d,
white, doth not this fignify that they are not fo
well: fatisfied ‘with:their -hoary: Head by 1 Nature,
which:God' bath 'given them, fe¢ing they feem to
delightoto «do fomething may ‘exceed: Nature ?' Qur
Garriage,. Habit and. Deportment, fhould -be-fuch, -
thats#ye: may. | convince: | the’ Gonfciences of - Men,
that we feck God’s'Glory and thgir -Good.- - And
that:this may: be! the better éffected; we muft fpeak
{o!lodd as our ‘Auditory may. hear us, or elfe both
the End ‘of ‘Preaching and Hearing is loft::~And to
be uneven in ‘our Voice; to-befometimes very-high
andsdoud, ‘and. then ; préfently very: low, the: for-
mer part of the Sentence may: poflibly be heard: by
moft orall, but the latter par't:may not be:heard
by adixth part of the Peoples {5 that: they had al-
moftias good heard nothing, if) thicy cannot hear the
whole Sentence: : How is:the Endceither: of ‘preach~
ing or hearing anfwered in this 2 Ha. g8, 1. Lift-up
thy Poice like @ Trumpes.  Chrift lifted up bis Poice, and
criediipiithe greatiday of the FeaftyiJoh: .37, and Reter
lifvedup his Voive; ftandmg with.sbe: gleyen,  ASts: 2. 140
Andrtake heed of an affeted T.dne:in preachingsy
Jet cyour Voice be ndtural, orelfe found Do&rine
shay-be liable'to Contempt. ¢ 1ivds daiw bold odi o3
sdiqies o3 19um9 yadt nodw glu_bscﬂf)f Jsbuod diiw
yiSthay; (Wefhounld get the: Subftarice ofionr Serdhons
i@m&zfdf&h%ﬁdﬂh«faﬁd»ﬁawm oretfer
we may be bt 'aolofs 2and: havel verypoor and (eafr

AN e

" P




of Minifterial \Gaftsi”. 3%
Difcourfes: dt.hath beenknown by Experience, that
fometimes a whole day  hath’been fpent in Stlicfy‘ and
little dones tho at other ‘times: ( blefled be God)
when we have been under the Gales of the Spitit,
we have done more in two hours. It is faid of .
Mr. Charnock, that le laboured; almoftall the Week
in -his Study and amongft his Bookss: whence-he -wiis
fo well-furnifhed on shefirlt day.-7Let thelafb day
of the ' Week: be; for the better-digefting your -Dif-
courfes, and treafuring themunp) in- your ‘Mémory,
and turning to ‘your beft ' Annotators to {¢e -what
they fay upon the Proofs-of cevery Head; as-wellas
upon the Texts and on:the Lord’s-day ‘before-yon
preach; either ! Forenoon or Afternoon; - fpendi one
half hour in running over your Sermor, either as
written in your Study, or as it is laid up in your Me-
mory, or as in both i in fo-doing it will be profitable
both to:Miniftersand Peoples youwwill be ready in
your Delivery; andbe deliverids-from rude-and: im-

- pertingnt Expreflions 5 this is: the’ Happinefs swhich

generally dothiattend a good-€Confideration of iihat
we deliver. . sows b etach a6t o

othly. Beg of ‘God with St. Pauh forusierance, ‘shat
you. may: open - your. Mouth. boldly. to. make Ephef; 6
known. the Myjteryof the Gofpek o, mor SPIETo 2
enter the Pulpitwith an ignorant, but with an holy
Boldnefs ; and 4sfor the want.of a holy Boldnefs:a
Man’s Abilities are often hid and darkened, and too
much ftraitned, fo from an ignordnt Boldnefs others
are toolarge, andideliver-many things:very offenfive
tou:a sjudicious Auditory + And if you would have
holy Boldnefs, ‘be fure you carryinto the: Pulpit-with
you aigood Confcience;-for a:iguilty. Confdience will
make a-/Manihold! down hiscHead; anid: -weaken boly
Boldnefs; ‘and {ortake oftsthe Life of;his Preching.
Tihere;was | ghtofame Sacrifice fon-the Pricft asfor
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s o7 the whole Congregation, a young Bul-
Lev-4-L1,13- - [ 6¢ck, which implies that God expedted
more Circumfpedtionand Care from them than from
others, j i (oW 194

votbly. Let not:your Periods be too long; tho
fome have a good Gift of Enlargement, yet'it is
better for the Hearers to have hort Periods:than
long. ' It feems in former Ages that they had but one
Period in a whole Oration; they hadneed of a good
Underftanding and a folid Head, that can carry along
the fenfe of aSpeech ofchalf an' hour before they
come ‘'to- the Period. ' SHort Periods ‘are betterfor
the Minifter’s Memory, ‘and the Peoples Memory an

Underftanding, = -

Perkins. 11thly. Human ' Teftimonies *are ‘ot
to ‘be ‘brought to ‘prove divine: things,

unlefs they may the better convince the Confcience
of the Hearer.' ' Upon’this account Paul urges: the
Teftimony of 4ratis to prove a: Divine Being, wiz.
A For in bim we Jive, and move, and bave our
%% being 5 as certain of your own Poets have

faid, For we ave his Offspring. | 'Alfo the Saying of
Menander, Evil Communications corrupt
good Manners.  And Epimenides, even.a
Prophet of “their own,. fasd, The Cretians
arc always Liers, evil Beaftsy flow Bellies. te!

1 Cor.15:33.
Tat. . X. 12,

. 12thly. Never ftand too long on the Repetition

of a former Sermon, {feven or eight Minutes is as
much' as can be allowed ; repeat fo »much as:may
refrefiand help the'Memories of your Hearers, and
in an orderly way bring rthem>down to ‘where you
left' them, and' there begin afrefh. To: take upra
great part of our time in Repetition, doth too often
argue the want ofiMatter; and is not pleafing ,o.r,qll;

-
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of Minifterral Gifts. 33
narily to the Hearer, efpecially to them that havea
good Memory. Here 1 would be underftood of our
ordinary and common way of preaching, for I do
grant that it may fo fall out fometimes that a Man
may have a Call to repeat more than ordinary, as if
the Matter be extraordinary weighty, and fome may
defire the whole Sermon to be preached over again, as
the Gentiles did Paul, to preach the fame
thing the next Sabbath-day. Alts 13. 42

_ 13thly. Entertain your Hearers with variety of Sub-
jeds, feeing God’s Word affords variety ; tho in fome
fenfe I cannot preach Chrift too much, yet if I preach
fo as to neglec the preaching up of Duty, I leave
undone a great part of the Work com- =
mitted to my charge: Thoitisour Duty =
to preach Chrift crucified the Object of a juttifying
Faith, yet this muft not be done in the neglett of
preaching up other' Duties, efpecially the great
Doétrine of Repentance, which was one of the firfk
Doérines Fobs the Baptift preach’d, and one of the -
firft which Chrift preached, and is the firft men-
tion’d of the fix Principles of the Doctrine

of Chrift in the fixth Chapter to the He- go & '["
brews.. Moreover, we find Chrift and his  GU0
Apoftles preach’d the Doétrine of Mortification, and
Obedience to the Commands of God, and all Divine
Virtues, as Love, Joy, Peach, Long-fuﬂ'erfng, Gentle=
nefs, Goodnefs, Mecknefs, Temperance, Patience, Know-
ledg, Godlinefs, Brotherly-Kindnefs, Chayity : This was
Paals Comfort in his laft days, that be ' o = .
was clear from the Blood of all Men, for O 152
be bad-not  fbunncd to  declare the whole ' Gal.g.22,23.

Counfel of God. ' - 2Peti1.s,6,7.

t4tblly.l lAf.'L‘r;hou'ha'ﬁ:mﬁch of God’é Prefence in

preachipgs be not over confident that that Sermon
Ba, \ = thall

it 3. 8.
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fhzll do moft good 5. and if thou artin'a dullframe
in preaching, fo long as you preach God’s Word,
Jo not defpair. of -a good Effect 5 for fome have ex-
perienced fome Sermons bleft which they thought
were loft, and have heard nothing to their Comfort
of that Sermon they expected moft from, and this
is done that no Flefh might glory, in God’s
1 Cor.1, uit. Prefunce. . ‘ :
15 thly. Let us preach and prophefy according to
; the proportion of Faith and Knowledg,
Rom. 12. & fneak experimentally and feelingly ; that
which comes from the Heart is generally
carried to the Heart, then it is we preach:
to Edification ; and to that end let not your Sermons
in-common be very long 3 itis better to leave the
People longing than loathing: ~Get your Hearts fin-
cerely affected with thofe things you perfivade others |
to, that your Hearers.may fee that you are in. good
earneft, and that you deliver nothing to the People
but what you are willing to praé&ife your felves, and
venture your Salvation upon.

1 Cor.rg.12¢

‘16thly. Take nothaftily othet Mens Opinions with-
outdue trial,nor vent your own Conceits,but coinpare
‘them firft with the Analogy of Faith and Rules of Ho-
line(s, the holy Scriptures, which-are the proper Teits
of.all Opinions ‘and Doétrines : Meddle with Con-
troverfies and doubtful Matters as little as ‘may be
in publick: Auditorigs,: left yon puzzle your Hearers
and hinder their Edification 5 infift; on thofe Points
that tend to found Belief, finceredl.ove to. God;-and
a holy Converfation 3 and it,is good for Minifters to..
havea Body of Divinity in their Headsand Heaftsy
that they may be able to preach in feafon and out of
{ealon. . A-worthy Minifter being calld of 1 fuddgn
to preack without dny préfious Proparation) preach’d
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an excellent Sermon on the Prieftly Office of Chrift,

-and being thank’d by fome after he had done for his

good Difcourfe, having fo little warning, made this
Anfwer, Itis good for a Minifter to have a2 Body of

-Divinity in his Head. :

_ 17tbly. If you ufe any Metaphoror Similitude, let
it be always as fhort as may be convenient, and fo
delivered; that the Matter may be the better ex-

plain’d by it. Thus the Holy Ghoft calls Chrilt a

Rock, becaufe he defends his Church againlt the
Gates of Hell : So he is call’d a Lamb, that we may
the better underftand his Meeknefs and Uflcfulnefs:
He is cal’d a Vine, and his Members ‘Branches, to
fhew that a Believer’s Life, Beauty, Strength,
Growth, and Fruitfulnefs is in Chrift the Vine, and
that without him they can do nothing. ‘

18¢hly. ‘Whenever God is in a° Text, whether it
be by & ‘Pronoun, he, or him, &c. or by a Circum-
locution' or Peripbrafis,” which is the ufing -many
words for one, as where it is faid, The
Strengthof Hraelwill not lie 5 that is, God 5 ;
or whether it be expreffed plainly by the word Lord,
God, Fab, Febovab, befure you give the People fome
account of the Nature, Properties and Attributes
of this glorious Being, that he is eternal, without
beginning and ending, independent, depends on none,
but all depend upon him, immenfe and infinite, and
cannot be limited ; Omnifcient, and knowsall ; Om-
nipotent, and can do all; Immutable in his Counfel
and Purpofes, a Soveraign and Supreme Being, who
is-accountable to none, but all to him, " This Counfel
is the rather given, becaufe it hath been the Obfer-
vation 'of fome, that few Minifters explain the word
God, Lord or Fehovah, &e. tho the ward be in their
Text ; it is fuppofed that it arifeth from hence, that

I Sam.rs.25.
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they take it for granted, that every body almoft
knows what the meaning of God is, becaufe he is
very often in our Mouths, when indeed nothing is
known lefs than God is known, and yet nothing more
necellary tobe known than God’s Nature, Perfe&tions
and Atcributes, becaufe that works Faith and great
Reverence in the Objeét.

rothly. We are often led in Preaching to hew the
Import of a word. The Apoftle Fobn faith to the
Revel i Saints in the Rewvelations, He hath loved us,
v and wafhed us from our Sins in his Blood. The
wafbing there imports two things principally; 1. It
tmports Guiltinefs and Filthinefs, Condemnatjon and
Pollution, or clfe what need of walhing ? 2. Wafh-
Ang imports Juftification and San&ification, an im-
puted and imparted Inherent Righteoufnefs; hence
i Cor.6. yr, f3ith the Apoftle Paul to the Corinthians,
: - But you are wafbed, and he tells them af-
ter what that means, ye are fundified, ye are juftified.
Sowc arc exhorted to feck the Lord while be may be
Jound. Thefe words import, 1, That Man hath
loft his God. 2. It imports, that tho he hath loft
his God, yet God may be found. 3. It imports that
no one can help Man to his Favour but God himfelf.
4. It imports that God is ordinarily found by thofe
that {cek him in his own way. And thus we are led
often to the Improvement of the Word of ‘God, in
fhewing what fuch and fuch words import.

20thly. You thathave time, write your Sermons
in your Study, and think it not enough to write your
bare Heads, but make fome Enlargement upon every
Head, with the Scripture added that proves it, and
yet have your dependance on God for further En-
largement in publick, We may fay in-this cafe,as
we ufe to fpeak about Salvation, that we ought to
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live {o holily as if we were to be fav’d by our living,
and yet when we have done all, to rely upon Chrift
and his Righteoufnefs 5 fo we fhould labour in Study,
as if we fhould have no immediate Afliftance in the
Pulpit, and yet whenwe have done all, to go-about
our Work depending upon God for further Affiftance.
And it is greatly defir’d that our Minifters would do
as the Scotch, the Dutch, and French Divines, who
hardly ever carry a Note into the Polpit with them.
The Abilities of our Minifiers being no way inferior
to thofe before mention’d, and would quickly ap-
pear fo if they were put into Practice and frequently
ufed, as the others do. Mr. Perkins faith it was
the Cuftom in his‘day for Minifters to ufe their'Me-
mories. - Indeed upon fome extraordinary occafion
Notes may be: better allowed of than in a Man’s
ordinary Miniftry. pu s

21thly, When the Holy Ghoft defcends to help
Mens Capacities in attributing bodily Parts and hu-
man Affe&ions to God, which are only proper to
Men, you muft open and difplay the Mind of God in
it, to -take Perfons off from any mean and Jow
thonghts of God, who is an Infinite Spirit.. . When
God is faid to have a Face, it fignifics :
the Manifeftation of himfelf to Angels Jf.haf 4o 242
and Men ina way of Favouror Anger: pe- 27 2‘
Eyes being afcrib’d to him holds forth  ; chrouys.o.
his perfe& knowledg of Perfons and  Exod. 1s. 6.
Things; his Hand ‘and Arm fignifies Ifa. 's3. r
Omnipotency ; Bowels fignify his Mercy i? 63. 12.
and moft ardent Affe&tion : When Feet [0~ gg,‘ i
are attributed to God, it fignifies his Om- - 1 6o, 13,
niprefence, together with his Strength
to crufth his Enemies: And where the Church is
call’d the place of his Feet, it is becaufe there he

exhibits his Grace and Glory as if he walked init:
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fo when: Sadnefs, Grief of Mind, and
Hfa. 63. 0. penentance are afcribid to God; it fig-
nifies his. Difpleafure : *Tis Man only can ‘properly
be faid to repent, who cannot know ‘the Event of
' things 5 but it cannotappertain to him
who declares the end from the beginning :
God is faid to repeat when he doth fuch things as
Men do when they repent. When Men repent,
1. They ceafe to do what they beganto do: And,
3. They are ready to deface and deftroy what they
have done ; God is faid torepent, not becaufe his
A Mind is changed. - When he is faid to
;,Sam.xs.;s- repent of making Saul King, it is becaufe
he meant to remove him from the Throne; It is
Gen, 5. 6. 1aid he repented thar he made the World

. becanfe his Purpofe was to deftroy and
deface the prefent Beauty and Excellency of it. -

¥a. 46. 10,

22thly.. The order of words in holy Scripture is
always to be govern’d according to the Analogy
of Faith, the Scope of the Place, and Senft of the
Words.© We are not to ftick to the order of Words
3lways, for tho the Apoftle Paw put the word
¥Cor 6. 11, San@ification before the word Fuftifica-
"7 tiom, yet in order of Nature Juttification

i3 before Sandification ; and for not allowing this,
it hath made fome.run.into Error, that we are jufti-
fied becaufe we are fantified, as if our Sanctification
procur’'d qur Juftification ; yet-we! areever to retain
that order of Words, and muft never part with it,
where they are according to the Analogy of Faith,
and the Scope of the Place, and the Senfe of the
Words themfelves. i

23thly. In holy Sgripmte you will fometi_mésA-iﬁind*
that which properly belongs to one Niattire in Chiift

is attributed to agother by virtue of the pesforial :

’1‘:‘“ -




