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Another. Temptation that violently -affaulted

im, was; How ifthe iDay of Grace' foauld. be

“paji and gone? And to aggravate this, the [Femp-

ter - fuggefted to him, ‘I hat the Good Peopletin
“Bedford (before named) ‘being convetted already,

they were all that God would fave in thofe Parts,

Land thercfore he was come too late, for they had

| got the Blefling before him. L Thig wasavery .
cutting. Thing to: bim, for he verily thoughtit -
| might be fo; And thofe Thoughts made bim wan-

| der up and down in the Bitternefs. of his Spirit,
| bemoaning his fad Condition, and crying out, O
that 1 had turied finer I O bow have 1 trified away

L sny Time, till Heaven and my Soul arelofl. But afte:.
' he had pafled, many Days inthisdifconfolate ftate,
it pleafed the Father of Mercies to fhine upomwhis -
- Soul, by that blefled Word, Luke Xivi 23, 24,
- Compelthem to come in, that my Houfe may be filled: .
| AND YET $HERE IS ROOM. Thelakt
' Words gave him ‘abundant Confolationy and
| were a full Anwer to’ Satan’s Suggeftions, - That
| the Day of Grace waspafliv il s Atsgt

. But this: Holy Man had been 3 great Sinner,

| which he always' aggravated againft himfelf on

i - all Occafions 3 reckoning up; like Paul, his own
" Vilenefs. before his Converfion Jwas mad againft

| 1he Saints, {ays that bleffed Apoftle in one Plage 3
| 2nd in another, [ perfecuted the Church of /God. 1
" Soin the like: Manner cur worthy Mr. Bunyan,

' cries out of himfelf, I was-a Towwn-Sinner 31
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Mr. John Bunyer. ™ 19

But that Word of Chrift, Ak iii. 13. ftood like
~a Brazen Wall againft himy to fhut him out from
all the Hopes of Happinefs: His Words were
b thefe: e (Chrift) went up into'a Mountain, and
A CALLED to "him' WHOM ' HE , WOULD.
- This Word made him faint_and féar, and yet it
: kmdl‘ed a Fireinhis Soul : That which made higf
fear was, left Chrift fhould havens liking to himy
for 'HE CALLED WHOM HE 'WOULD,
AndGodwas pleafed to let him lie many Months
« in that Condition ; and then he gave him Com-
fort, by that Word in Foel iii. 21, 1 will cleanfe
their Blood that 1 have not cleanfed. Encouraging
him thereby ftill to wait upon God; and though
he was not already, yet he might flill be cal-

led. .

courfe had been the firft Occafion. of his real

* told Mr. Gifford, who was the worthy Paftor of
" that Church, who was himfelf willing to be well
perfuzded of him, and he invited him to his own:
‘Houfe, where he heard him converfe with others
2bout the Dealings of God with their Souls:

own Heart.

before, from that Scripture following of bim,
Simony Simany when thou art converted firengthen
‘ G 4 thy

For fuch were'the 'only lovely Perfons in hlsEyes.

About this Time he began to makg"hi’s'Cbn-i .
dition known to thofe poor People, whofe Dif=

Converfion: When they had heard him, they

. From which he ftill received further Convicli=- o
ons, and faw more of the Deceitfulnefs of his -

‘ After this, avery great Storm. of Tem'ptéti.ong
* fell upon him, whereof he had fome Warning:
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by Brethren; although then ' he ”“?d”.r'ﬂ:o‘.vas a
the Meaning of it. - This Tcm?ﬁﬁj‘;’ in upon
Fiood of blaipiemous Thoughts poure

;s vy Be-
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him, inafmuch -that ‘he qucmonuis;‘:‘: ‘Sx)x)l,h(iﬂg

i Jod or 4
whether there  was . at all in Truth,'a G
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Chrift, "and ‘whether the Holy i?C“P".”r;:;‘Lhe
not rather cunningly devifed Fables; thé
pure Word of God, . ' is
1.) Tha Te'mpt(;r alfo aflaulted him wutl ;:Z[;
How can you tell but the Turks may bag”ﬂ”.;?fr 51
- Scripture, to prove their I\dahom?t f}”V{I‘g ma,hy’
we have to prove that our | cﬂﬁxs is-€, Wit ,
the like blajphemous Sugeeftions. )
Under:'t‘l'?is fore Aﬂﬁ?{ion and‘DV){C‘r{j?n’:é l:;'
went a great while: But when God’s 11 -
comfort him 'was come, he heard one preaair_
Sermon on Canticles iv. 1. Bebold thou ‘”frfim;
ny Love, behold thow art fair.» But at that

% the Minifter made thefe two Words, My Loves

p i
the Subject of his Sermon : From which, aftef

hebad 4 little openced the Text, he obferved thef® ©
* fevetal Conclafi S i A

Ons. 37

1. ‘THat the Church, and fo every facred Soul,
is Chrift’s Love, when lovelefs. v Ll
2. Chiift’s, Lave without a Caufe. : :
3 Cbrifl’s Love when hated of (he World:
4. "Chrift’s Love when under “Temptation an
elertion, = '
5 (-huﬁs Love from Firft to Laft
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The Sermon (though very excellent) was' no-
thing to him: But that which moft affected him,
was the Application of the Fourth Particular,
‘which was, If itbe fo, that the faved Soul, is Chrifi’s
& Lovey whenunder 7 emptations, and under Defertion,
8 thenpoor tempted Souly when thou art: affaulted and
afflicted with Temptationsy and'the Hidings of God's
. Lracey yet fill think on thefe two Words, My. Love.
% - And as he was going Home, thefe Words came
- into his "T'houghts again, infomuch that he faid
in his Heart.  77hat fhall I get by thinking on thefe
W ords 2 And this Thoughthad no fooner pait,
‘but thele Words began to, kindle on his Spirit,
" Thou art my Love, Thou art my Love, twenty times
- together; and fil as they ran in his Mind, they
. grew ftronger and warmer ; and began a litile to
~ reyive him: But being fill" between Hope gn{l
‘Fear, he faidin his Heart, But is:it true ? Butis it
“true ¢ ingeminating the 'Words. At which that
Sentence darted into his Mind, He wifl not that it

‘nathing fball feperate thee from my Love.
angb méri were hi]:‘Temprations at fundry
Times, and on divers Occafions, but God de-
| livered him out of them 2il, and at laft fet his
'/ Feetin a large Place, filling his Soul yvnth Joy
- and Gladnefs. SR A
About the Year 1655 he was Babtiz’d, an
admitted 2 Member of the Church at Bcay‘ord;‘:
who having had Exéu;enc’e Qf the Gracc(; 8&

/

"« Mr. John Bunyan: j;

‘was true that was doneunto bim of the Angel, Aéts
xii. ‘6. And' then’ he began to give Placetothe
- “Word which made this joyful:‘Sound within his
Soul: Thou art my Love, Thou art my Love, and
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4504 that was in him,.and how eminently od
‘fitted him for the Work of the Miniftty, he
was earneftly delired by the Congrcgation, 0
commubicate to them thofe Spiritual Gifts with
which God had bleffed him. = He at firft very
‘modeftly excufed himfelf, out of a Sen

though his Bafhfulnefs, did at firft
a publ}ck Aflembly, and difpenfed his G
‘in private among Iriends; but it was wit

ift only
ith fo

much Life and Power, and fo exceedingly © |

their Edification, that they could not but give
'I_:hanks to the Father of Mercies, for the great
Grace he had beftowed upon him.
.. After this, when fome of the Congregation
were fent forth into the Country to teach, d?eg
‘defir’d Mr. Bunyanto go along with them, which
accordingly he did ; and by their Perfuafions, ¢!
‘excrcife his Gift (but fill privately) among the
good People where he came : Which they alfo
‘received, with rejoicing at the Mercy of e
AHewed toward him, profeffing their Souls Very
greatly edified thereby. , :

Some Time after which, he was by folemn
Prayer to the Lord, and Fafting, more particu-

larly called forth, and fet apart for the more |

,ﬁub?ick Preaching of the Word of God; which
¢ entered upon with great Fear and Tremblings

and with adeep Senfe of his own Unworthinefs : |

(}?grkGOd was pleafed to blefs and profper the
i g)f his' Hand, {othat manySouls were every
fought to lay hqld upon the Lord Jefubs,

: ¥

fe of his

own 1 paknefs. and Inability s but being furthef
prefled unto it by them, he confented : ik
decline




G g M. John Bunyanm. zg
i by believing, and to the receiving of the Truth:

. in the Love thereof, through his Miniftry, to
the Praife and Glory of God’s Grace.. e

One remarkable Inftance I cannot omit, and'
# that is, That being to’ Preachin a Church in a

| Country Village (before the Reftoration of King;
Charles)in Cambridge/bire, and the People being.
gather’d together in the Church=yard, a Cambridge:
- Scholar, and none of the {obereft: of them nei~

ther, enquired what the Meaning of that Con~

- courle of People was (it being upon a Week-

i Day ;) and being teld that one Bunyan, ai Finkers,

was to Preach there, he gave a Boy Two-pence:
to hold his Horfe, faying, He was refolved to
hear the Tinker prate : And fo he went into the:

Church to hear him.  But God met him'there:

+ by his Miniftry, fo that he came out. much’
‘changed, and would, by his Good-will, hearnone:
but the Linker for a long time after, he him-:
{elf becoming a very eminent Preacher in that
County afterwards.. T'his Story I know tor be:
true, having many < Times’ difcourfed with the
Man, and therefore 1 could not but. fet it down:
as a fingular Inftance of the Power of God, that:
_accompanied his Miniftrys : ; ;

But 2 powerful‘Miniﬁry,' being: the greateft’
Enemy to the Devil’s Kingdom, as that which

plucks bis Vaffals out of the very Jawsof Hell,.

1o Wonder that he rallied all his FOrcc~agai_n{hl
Mr. Bunyans for he having Preached the Gofpeli
about Five Years, was apprehended. at a Meet-
ing, and carried before a Juftice of Peace,. whos

committed. him to Prifon, though- he ()Ec:"-':d’.
. G 6 Securityy




~ Security for his. appearing at the next Seffions 5
~ his'Reafon forit being, becaulehis Security would
~ not confent. to being bound up that he fhould
Preach nomore to the People. i ' . 4
‘At the Scffions he was indicted for an Uphold-
er and -Maintainer of Unlawful Aflemblies and
Conventicles, and for not conforming to the
Church of England. Nt. Bunyan-was a Man of
a free ‘and open Spirit, and would-not diffemble
to {ave himfelf, efpecially in his Mafter’s Cauf ,
and therefore frankly owned his being ata Meet-
ing, and Preaching to'the People; and that he was
a Diffenter from the Eftablithed Wothip, ac-
knowledging (as the Apoftle Paul had done be-
fore him ) That after the IV ay which they called He-' &
refys faworbipped be the God of bis Fathers. The' &
Juttices took ‘this open and plain Dealing with  §
them, for a ' Confeffion of the Indictment, and
fentenced him to,perpetual Banithment, becaufe §
he refufed to conform, in Purfuance of an At
made by the then Parliament.,  Upon which he
- Was again committed to Prifon, where, tho’ bis
Sf:ntence of Banifhment was never executed upon
h‘"?’ yethe was kept in Prifon for Twelve Years
together, bearing that tedious Imprifonment 11
an uncomfortable and clofe p}ifon, and fometimes
under cruel and oppreflive Goalers, with that - _
Chriftian Patience and Prefence of Mind, as be= 4
came a Minifter of Jefus Chrift, and fuch 2
aufe as he was engaged in, and fuffered for. ¢ -
o ut tho’ his Enemies flirred up thereto were
Y many, yet were they with-held by a Divine
Fower from executing the Sentence of his Ba-
j ‘ ‘ nithment ¢
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. nithment: For God had other Work for hifi'to:
- doin England : And then his Bonds and Impri-
fonment, through the over-ruling Providence of
that God, who is both wonderful in"his Counfel,
and excellentin Working, tending much to the'
" Hurtherance of the Gofpel; ‘and by his. SuEering

here, he confirmed and (ealed the T'ruth, ‘which
before he had Preaehed. ; ! ik 3

It was by making him a Vifit in'Prifon, that I
firft faw him, and become acquainted with himj;
and I muft profefs, I could not but look upon
him to be a Man of an excellent Spirit, zealous
for his Mafter’s Honour, and chearfully commit-

ting all his own Concernments unto God’s Dif=

pofal.’ When 1 was there, there was'above Three-

fcore Diflenters befides himfelf. there, taken but

a little before, at a Religious Meeting at Kaiflos, .
inthe County of 'Bedford; befides two emnient
Diflenting Minifters; to wit, Mr. #heeler, and
Mr. Dun, (both véry well known ‘in 'Bedford-
" jhire, though long fince with'God;) by which
Means the Prifon was very much ' crouded. * Yet
inthe midft of all that Hurry, which fo many

New-Comers occafioned, Il}aVc heard Mr. Bun- :
yan both Preach and Pray with that mighty Spirit .

of Faith, and Plethory of Divine Afliftance, that
'has made mé ftand and wonder. " "
. Nor did he, while he was in Prifon, fpend
“his: Time ina fupine and carelels Manner, or
eat the Bread of ldlenefs ; for there I have been
Witnels that his own Hands have miniftred to
hisy and to his Families Neceflities, making many
Hundred Grofs of long TaggedThread Laccs,
o y 3 o T ~ R 't to
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to fill upthe Vacancies of his Time, which he

- had learned for that Purpofe, fince he had been

in Prifon.  There alfo I furveyed his Library,
the leaft, and yet beft that ever I faw, confiting
only of two  Books, a Bible; and the Book of
Martyrs. And during his Imprifonment (fince I
have fpoke of his Library) he writ feveral excel-
lent and ufeful Treatifes; particularly, The Holy
City; Chriftian Bebaviour 5 The Refurreétion of
the Deady "and - Grace abounding ‘to the Chief of

Sinners; with feveral others.

I cannot leavethe Subjeét ofhis Imprifonment,
till I have given the Reader a Tafte of fome of
his Experience there.. He profefied he never hadi
fo great an Inlet in all his Life, into: the Word
of God as then. = Thofe Scriptures that he faw
nothing in before, were then in Prifon made to
thine upon him, Jefus Chrift alfo was never more
real and apparent to him, than then: Zurthers
faid he, 7 bave foen bhim and fult him indzed i And
that ‘Word‘,-z Pet. i, 16. J¥e have nat preached
unto you cunningly devifed. Fables, was-a blefled
Word unto him there. © He has.fome times been
fo carried up above all Fears and Temptations,
that he has been able to laugh at Deftruction, and
to fear neither the Horfe nor his Rider. T here it

Was that God'gave him fweet and precious Sights

of the Forgivenefs of his Sins, and of his being
With Jefus in another World. Yea, here it was
that he found, upon every Temptation, that God
flood by him, and rebuked the Tempter.

But Botwithftanding all this, he fount he was

a Man compaffed - with Infirmities, and ﬂg‘ 4
: ‘ QN
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Concernment for his poor Wife and Children,

would now and then be thrufting, in the Parting -

from whom, would be to him like the pulling off

the Fleth from his Bones; for he wasboth a oy
ingand T'ender Hufband,and an indulgent Father]

perhaps fomewhat to a Fault ;) and the many Mi-
feries, Hardthips and Wants that his poor Family
- was like to meet withal, if he fhould be taken
from them, would often come into his Mind,

efpecially his Daughter, who was blind, which Jay’
nearer his Heart than all the reft: And the -

Thoughts of hersinduring Hardfhip, would at
fome times be almoft ready to break his Heart :.
But be found God gracious to him, even in this
Particular alfo, gready fupporting him, by thefe
- two Scriptures, fer. xxxix. 11, xv. 11. Leave thy:
Jatherlefs Children, Iwill prefervethem alive: - Ard
let thy Widows truft inme: The Lord faid, Verilyit
Shall go well with thy Remnant : Verily 1 will caufe
the Enemy to intreat thee well in the Time of Evily
After this blefied Man had fuffered T'welve
Years Imprifonment, for the Teftimony ‘of a good
Confcience, and ftopt the Mouths of his greateft
Enemies, by his Holy, harmlefs, and inoffenfive
Converfztion, it pleafed God to ftirup the Heart
of Dr. Barlew, Bithop of Lincoln, to be a Mean_s
of his Deliverance; which I mention to this

Bifhop’s Honour. * ¥ g
After his being at Liberty, he ma@e it a gl;eat
Part of his Bufinefs, to vifit the Saints of God
. Abroad, paying his Chriftian Acknowledgments
to them, efpecially fuch whofe Hea_rts‘God‘ had
drawn forth to fupport him under his Sufferings,
: : Preaching

SECCAPESNCR o
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Preached the Gofpel where-cver he came, and
~exhorting all, not to be afraid or athamed of tak=
“ing up the Crofs of Chrift, or to forfake the Af-
fembling of themfelves together, tho’ the Laws
were againftit, as knowing that God ought to be
obeyed before Man. And for fuch as were un-
der Sufferings upon that Score, he made it is
particular Care to get and fend Relicf to them.
He alfo took great Care to vifit the Sick, and to
fupport them both-externally aud internal’y, ac-~
cording to their Wants, and. his Ability.  And
God fo blefled his Miniftry, and accompanied it

. with his fpecial Prefence, that many Souls were

?Et}ugl\t to the Acknowledgementof the Truth, as
itis in Jefus. 1 84
.+ He was alfo.very ready and fuccefsful in recon+
ciling the Differences that were among God's
People, where-ever he found them ;- and by that

Means ofien faved many. Families from Ruin ; -

being an Ambaffador of Peacein every refpelte:
- He wonld frequently Jock back upon former

Deliverances, and bleffed God ;- of which: fome.
. were exceeding remarkable, - and none more {0,

than that which 1 am now goiag to relate.  Be-

. ing a Soldier in the Parliament’s Army, atthe

Siege of Leicefler, in 1645, he was drawn out to

- ftand Centinel, but another Soldier voluntarily .
defired to go in his room; which Mr. Bumnyan

,‘901}&?1){(:(1 to, he went; and, as he ftood Centi-
- bel there, was fhoginto the Head with a Mufket-

~ Bulleg, -and dicd.*. This was a Deliverance that

\L  Bunyan: would often mention, byt never
‘Without Thankfgiving to God. e H
Touge) e b o e
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 Mr. John Bunyan &

He was -a:Man :.of:va'piercing-'-]udgmweri
had a great Infightinto Things; as appeared in.
~ the late,Reign, when Liberty of Confeienie was fo
unexpeétedly given by King Fanmes1l, to Diffent-

fetat Liberty, and freed from the hard Perfecuti-
He acknowledged, “T'hat Liberty of Confeience was
vine Charter;but he could not believe it-was then

thine of the prefent Liberty, was but to introducé
a black Cloud of Slavery upon us, when once the
Defigns thenlaying, wereripe for Execution; and
therefore exhorted his- Congregation at Bedford,
and others alfo, to make ufe of the: Ninevires
Remedy, to avertthe impending Storm.” i1

It was his conftant Pra&tice; when he had his
- Liberty, totome up once a Year to London, and
to Preach:in feveral Places there 3 but more par-.
ticularly in Southwark, near the Fauleon 5 and his

“his Auditors. | And fromeZsndon he ufed to'ride his -

| Circuit in the: Country, vifiting' the Saints, and *

ftrengthening their Hands, in the Ways of God,

Coutfe of Prayer, Reading -and Exhortation ;

that Agar prayed for, Neither Poverty nor
. Riches ; But God always gave him Food con-
venient. I once told him of a Gentleman

t, :and

good, and wasevery Man’s Birth:Right, by aDi-

given out of 2 good End : and that thebright'Sun-

l.abours met ‘with a general Acceptance from all

In his Family he kept up a daily  and conftant

o I“i;‘“"};f

" inftruéing his Children; and exhorting them to
walk in the Ways of God. He had the Blefling

in -
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~ ers of all Perfuafions.  He faw it was notout of
. Kindnefs.to Diflenters, that they were fo fuddenly

ons  that had fo long lain o heavily upon them,
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' in-London, a wealthy Citizen, that would take

his Sen Fofeph Apprenticewithout Money, which
might be a great Means to advance him: but he
replied to me, God did not fend him to advance bis
Family,. but to preach the Gofpel.

3
The Jaft A& of his Life was ‘a Labonr of Love

and Charity : For a young Gentleman, who was
Mr. Bunyan’s Neighbour, having fallen into the

Difpleafure of his Father, he defired Mr. Bunyan |

0. l?e the Inftrument of making up the Breach,
thc.h he. both undertook, and  happily effected.
Bf’t in' his Return to Londin, being overtaken
with exceffive Rains, and coming to his Lodgings
very wet, . (which was at Mr. Straddock’s, 3

rocery at the Star upon: Snow-Hill) he fell Sick
of a' violent Fever, which he bore with much
Conftancy and Patience, refigned himfelf up 10

- the Wil “of God, and defiring to be diffolved,

that he might be with Chrift;' looking upon Life
38 a Delay of that Blefldnefs which his Soul was
afpiring to,. and thirflingafter : And in this holy
]g“g’ngh-ame of Spirit, after a Sicknefs of Ten
g he breathed out his Sou] into the Hands 0
oot I,f,ﬁf,‘,i Redeemer, following his happy Fil-
venly _'}'erz{[g/);ﬂ.cny of Defiruction to the Hea

R
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Mr. YOHN BUNYAN,
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Who departed . this Life, Augwf 17tha
1688, andin the goth Year of his Age.

Written by a Friend of his, &

THE Pilgrim travelling the World's .W.ﬁ :S‘Mg!" £
At laft does.end his weary /PHgriumage s %
e now in pleafant Valleys does fit dowits 3
_ And for bis Toil receives a glorions Grow? 3
(R The Storms are paft, the Terrors wanifh ally
 TPbich in bis Way did fo affrighting [4%,
¢ grieves not, fighs no mare, bis Race s A
Succefsfully, that was fo well beguns .
You'll fay, "He's dead > Alasy be cannot ad |
< H's only chang’d toimmortality * 1
- Weep nat for him wha has no canfe of Tears 7
Hufh then your Sighs, and calm your endlefs Fear;} /
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