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Oracles. 
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*nd ate to be fold in Gun-jurd without 
Bijhops-gate^ind'mF/jing-IIorfe-

Coftrt 'ia Fleet'Jlr$et, i6'j^<> ^ 



dSES c^5 S2sa& 

^ « ^ e r i l / r . E d w a r d Har r i fons 
Touch-ftove. 

Hc days indeed wherein wehvc 
arc the laft days, as appears not 
oncly by choic grand Impo-
(lors called Ranters, Qji^^^^» 
and the like., who denic the 

. - true Light, which is contamed 
'a the Scripture, and follow the ways of cttot 
' "d unclcanncfs, but alfo in as tnuch as (omc 
^hoprofefsto be fciend* x.o Sion, and to the 

- — i i i c cnvie ana malignance oi luc WJV. 
pent who ftirrcth up many inflruroents to effect 
"'sOcfigti; and no fooncr is a truth bioiight 
*° light, but under fomc guifc or other he wi l l 
^PPpfc, and that fooie plaufible one too; othcr-

.^ifc it would hot take place with men; nei-
ther could he be faid to be tranforroed into an 
^"gel of Dght. Amonp Ranicrs and QiiikefS 

A » his* 



his pretence is higher enjoy nraeftts, petfeaiocti''' 
in this life, c^c. And amongft thofc that proJji'* 
fcfs the Name ofChnSl, he fomctimes hath ^Itl'' 
defign to put ouc Ibme light which others have'' 
and to thrutt out of doors fomc practice whtc't i( '''I 
ochcrs praftice from the light of the Word 
and of their own confcicnces. 

And this oppofition too muft be Chroude/li''* 
under fomc Specious pretence, as making divifi/(f' 
ons breach of love and Chutch-communioty' 
amongrt Saints. • 

Whereas the Lord knows they who profefyr, 
the truth in this particular, to wit, laying on otj),' 
hands ate not makers of divifions, neitherd//'t 
they break Church-communion -, it is their d i f i / , 
obedience who contend againft it tpChrm i i / ' 
this principle of his Doarine, that is the mj£ 
kec of the breach. W 

To which oppoficion Mr. Edward HArri i 
fon hach contributed fomeching inhi$boolj/J 
cnriruled 7onct)-fiot2c, (fre.lw\ll notfavl' ' 
it's any wilfuU oppoficion, but I could havt 
wifticd he had been fparing in fbme words / 
which I judg not very fobcrj but I fliall paf?̂ ') 
that by a while • for my part it's the love V 
bear to that truth, the people of the Lord anc'1**' 
Mr. Harrifopii that makes me fct Pen toPapg*,stf 
fo foon, I knowing that through filcncc ad'̂  
vantage might be taken againft thctnuh, h 

hardncd 



f 0 7 
' ''ttdned, and Gods people (fome of chcm) 
^fjjeikned. Mr. Harrijon i« plcafed to call 

/|;lJ-ayingonof Hindsl a new AdmuMfttation, 
;i';̂ »uhoiioh it is as old as the Piiroitive times 
&^b^Ckrm, and praailed byhisDifci-

fij^ What is this but the guife of theoldSer-
f P̂ nt, and old fitc-bals he always ufcd to throw 
* ,#*8»inft the truth, who hath cried outagaintt 
,^:;5jP«ation from the Church of E^^la^^d'jriA 
,'Vr'PP'ng of Believers as New Light, and New 
/ Adminiflrations. And therefore »o, tnarvel, 

/foughthis Truth and the PtofefTors thereof 
i<f^« W d e d with new AdminiHtations, makers 

^fScparajion. and the like. But now to the 
/^"finVsy oS fay in the perufal andexammation 

f the Hifloticof the new Tcftamc«» you hnde 
/•/ that the Apoliles and others laid their hands 
/ i/'pon perfons upon three fcveval accounts.^ • 

i Fult, tct healing the fick, Mark i6.ii' 

Jl Secondly, forfecting apart pcrfonstomim-
jly:«etulOffices j t ^ s s l i^.S- I 2^' '« '4.i4 ' 

f i .Thirdly, for the giving of the extaotdmary 
fMtsot the Holy Ghoft in a vifible manner, 
^ l ' ^ ^ ^ 8-17,18. I9.<5. . . , a 
H ^ f f r ^ . The two firft I grant, but the laft 
K / i have forac exception asain», I donottcadc 



in all the Scripture, that the giving of thee// ' 
traordinary gifts of the Holy Ghoft in a vifibl ' I""' 
manner was ever propounded as an end of La J / ' 
ing on of Hands; the Texts you allege ate ui//^ 
from it, there being neither tlie term ejftraorV 
nary nor vifiWe in them, but that thcy mioi- il'' 
receive the Holy Spirit; when Thi/tphid^J/ 
prized men and women, JIH^S 8.1 j . The ApoV' 
ftlcs which were at Jerw/^/. w, hearing t D / 
they of Samaria had received the faith feti^i^ 
to them Teter and John, who when the4* 
were come down prayed for them, thatthc'*/ '̂ 
might receive the Holy Ghoft, w r . i r t Thf 
Text onely propounds the reception of the Ho.;'!il'" 
ly Ghoft, not the extraordinary o i v i f i b l c e i f A 
thereof, but more of this hereafter. ^ f j . 

In the next you convert the propofitions 
the Title-page into two Qiieftions,^/i*. f j 

Q^yli.x. Wbetheritbe the pofitivedutitV 
of ah baptized believers , as fuch , to hay/ t' 
Hands laid on them, in order to Church-ftli'V 
lowOiip, for the receiving of the gifts o f th{?ti( 
Spirit, or any other end. j r 

Queft.2. Whether fubmiffion to fuch a daJ^ 
ticbcabfolutely neCefTary to eburch-conin,u}''. 
nion, and ought to go before Breaking 
Bread. • f \ 

^nfrv. Firft, I cinhot but take notice how?'̂ ' 
jou ĵ aye altered the firf t ptopoficion in ycut 



( 5 ) 
Titlc-pagCj [adding, in order to Church-fel-
^owifhip] which IS not in the propofition, 
•Wherein you have not dealt fairly with us, 
5ilf truth; but pafTing that over 1 (hall exanainp 

' put Anfwcr or rather your icaion. . • > ' 
Ut,Harrifens Aofwjtf, to bis fiift aii<J 

i To the firft I anfwtr, faith he neg»^ivcly, 
! "'ytcafoa briefly is this: the L o r d ' ^ ^ ' - ' y * 
t ^ ' i never by hir«r<Jf or by, a.v of bis Apofllcs 
( > i r c , command or enjoyn Ac perfoî raaDCC 
* ^fanyfuchdutic. there iF no jo f t ' ^^ ' ^^X^^ 

';»allthcNev« Teflan>c"^^'^'' 
Otdinanccs.t//x.. PtcachingvPray^^^y 
Sneaking of Bread, fcttiog apart Ofccjs^^ 
phutch:cenfures,intbeordainit>gand<ipp9mt. 

i°gofall which we have, i i ' ' 
1. A ccneral Precept ejchibited;.bv. fi^ 
2. T h K e c e p t as t̂o cbe fubjeaund 

fons on whom it i» laid, applied. 
3. The proper ends for. which t ^ M f ^ 

performance thereof ate according to geoem 
pvomifes to be attained, propooodcd, a * o " ^ 
evidently teraide to appear in the efli«««a io«i 
of pardcubr* by cleat Scriptutcpvoofs, neither 
of whichis tobc found in ;the Admimaratioti 
of Laying on of Hands in the le.nl« m the 
Vvhich it IS taken in the Queftion. : .; 
,. Crtm. Fitft, I anfwet to your Rcafon al-
' ^ - A 4 H^^* 



leged, and f*y, that the Lord (^hriTt did botl'V' 
bybinifclf and huApoftlcs require, comman/ 
and enjoyn the performance of this dutie, v i , 
Laying on of Hands on Dipped Believers, 
fuch. •• ' 

MyReafon is , bccaufc the Apoflles 
ChriB did adminifler fuch i thing on DiDDcrfV'̂  
Believers, as fuch, as appears, g. j r ^ j J 
18.19.6. Now either they did adminiflJr iiW' 
upon ibc account or c^»r/y?V requirement 9 
command or injuoaion, or uptjn an account of Mil' 
theirown. -<'-;•':•-•'••*'-'• / j ^ : 

But i t was not upon an a c c t e of thejAil' 
own , therefore it was upon the account of' / 

requirement, command or infun 
ftion. • • . ':• * i > 

The m4 jtr Propofition for ought I can fee is 'V 
undcniablcf: the miner \i thus proved, to admi V ' 
nifler any thing that is upon the account afore" ^ i ' ' 
faid is will-worfliip and voluntary humilitie 

Bur it was not voluntary humilitic nor will ffC' 
worfhip, therefore it was not upoo the account i 
of theirown. • -li 'j.-ita.:' -.^ '' 

WUI^o i fh ip and voluntary homJiitvi,;. \ f i 
the Scripture-account contrary to Gods mindc, 
CoLz.iB. to wotfliipGod accordino or after / d 
the traditions of mcfi, hath awoanSa iudo U 
mentattelidingof i t , Ifaiip.j^.j^ '0-



m 
i Secondly, that they l^id hands on Believers 
(. J "ippcd,asfucf», is evident, andundeniabJein 
'if_ the places before cited, but cnorc of this hcrc-

^ You fay, there is no inflitution of it in all 
J theMcwT5(^3^jnt^ as there is of other Ordi-

^Ifl "»nces as Preaching, c^c. Do you mean info 
• many wotdspif ib , l grant there is nonc,no more 

?̂ ere is not for Laying on of Hands on Officers, 
the ordaining and appointing of all which 

, .be have, lay you, a general Precept exhibited, 
/ i *f you mean a Precept in fo many words, I 

1̂  P'ofcfs my lelf ignorant of it; but if you mean 
,r ' otherwife, Iorantthere is, as Matth.22.20. 

"1 thefe word? teaching them to obferve what-
J I Soever I commanded you, where Laying oil 6t 

f\ Hands of Officers is included, and foisLaymg 
/ ) on of hands onBflieversdipped,as fuch. Alio 

Secondly,you fay this Precept as to the fiibjefls 
'nd pctfons on whom it is laid, apphed. 
•^dmu I b j s it not applied in Heb.^.x a, where 
'*ie Apoftle faith. They had need tabe taught 

/ ' 'gain what were the f ir^ principles of rhe Ora-
' i j of God, ofwhich Laying on of Hands, 
/Jil 's one , as appears, Ch4p.6.2. This Precept 
f f therefotc is applied to the perfons on whom it is 
.A laid, by teaching them; which that they were 
m taught is as clear as the Light; for he faith, 
J i They had need to be taught again, which im-

> l " " • 



plies, they were taught before, but throuohji '̂ 
their dulnefs bad need to be taught agaui V 
which were the fitft principles of the OtaclesV'' 
of God. , - , ^'/^ 

Tliitdiy, y6u fay, the proper eftds whichlSy' 
the due pcrfomnancc thereof are aceotdino tc 
general prdmifes to be attained and propoundl'^f, 
ed. Admit that were fo alfo, wc are not with.) i 
ouc an end propounded in that fcrvice of Lay.// 
ing on of hands and chat according to a ocneral n i 
prom'fe to be attained, as (hall be made appear/ fiif 
by plain Scripture-proofs, and that in the hA-fU 
piiniftration of Laying on of Hinds, andthfrc/y 
fore your roiftake in this cafe isevident; fo i / j ' ' 
that general promifeof tiie Spirit, Joel l , 2 z f i 

. the reception of which promifed Spirit is pro.'̂  
pounded as. ?a c 4 . o [ tb»t Adminiftcaiion.' j , ^ 
^ f f i 8 - i y - . • < T ; - , . . f m 

Uv. Harrifott. It's not to be found fay y o ^ / f 
in the fcnfc, in the which it is taken the Q ue. V 
ftion. - • •';\;^>xy'V'^'-'':^r 1 / 

J. Griffith. Yes, in the Tenfc it is taken i r i ^ ' i 
the quefhoo, i f the words and fenfe of the que-0'' 
flionbeone, there is found in the AdtiiiniHraiV' 
tionof Laying on of Hands on baptized fieiif'''' 
iievers, as fuch, a proper end which in the H.,-f 



J J o . l i j l a , 13. propounded aS an end of the 
fr Adminiftration of that Laying on of Hxnds 
£ " Which is inthc fcnfe of the Queflion. 
f }AKHarrifo». Ypo further conclude, firB, 
I 'there is no^AfoId of command that fuch a thing 

fticuld be done. , . 
J.Grtffith. I have already fiiewed that 

\fl there i s ; for the Apoftles praaifcd it fronii a 
X, fommand,^.^»fA.28.20. Andbefides^bc-
f i 'tigcalled a Principle of the Grades of God, 
A <^ontributes much to enforce the 

Moreover, u's faid to be a ^ ^ ^ f f 
C6r,i]ivDoarine,iffothcn,thatwhichC^r^ 

, taught his Difciples ro teach others to obfave, 
f// '^'idhow much Icfs than a command of Uoa 
• t h c t e a c h i Z and faying* of ^ ^ m t are, wi l l 

appear from A^s 3. 22,23. t » ' 4 9 ' , 

h liufmrrijo^*. Secondly, you conclude for ' 
r the application of a command to petloos, tlic , 

Scripture is wholly filent, d'c. 
U Gnffith. I anfwer, You arc wholly mif-

i=»lten.{or I have already Oiewcd it was applied -
oy tcachinc,Htf^. 5.1 and tor them to teach 
*nd praaice that which they did not receive by 

f l S^mmand from Chrift. were indeed to let then 
Pofls by the Lords Pofts, asyou igtiorantly lay, 

/a do in this thing. • , 
•/.. 6 Mr.' 



\ILt, H^rrijort, Thirdly, you fay aitothe 
end, chctc is no common end aifigned, which M 
by virtue of a promlfc peifons may exipe^ f(t 
the petlormance thsreof. f f 

J.Griffith. I anfwcr,YouerrnotknowinWrf 
the ScriptureJ,therc is an end which is common i^)' 
affigned, j1^s^.i$. and that by virtue of i 'fii> 
ptomife to. loel 2.1S. which promife is in com-
mon to all D ippcd Believers, ^ f f x z. gg, 3 9. 

Ur. ff<*rrifo». You fay, Thcfc particulars U 
are all denied by you, and wil l be, untill the & 
Affercots thereof be able to dcmonftratc the '7' 
Affirmative by any plain Texts o f Scripture. 

J.eriffith. I bope you wi l l now chanoe i j 
your minde and receive fattsfaaion, teeing tfie h) 
Aflcrtors have plain Texts of Scripture lode- W 
inonHrate the Affirmative. f j 

lAx.Htrrifon. Which though it hath been U 
by fome of them endeavoured, yet in my judo, U ' 
mentandconfcienceithaih not becnwuhtfc V 
leaflfhewof probabilitie, much lefs with the 'li 
plaincfsof Scriptural demonftrationperformed W 
oteffcaed, • f j 

I.Griffiths I do not doubt but thofethat 1 / 
have endeavoured, have alfo demonflrated the f 
truth of what they have affirmed, but whether 
to your confcicnce or no, I leave that to him f± 
that fearcheth the heart. But peradventurc you t 
Will call nothing plain S<?riptnrc-proof, unlefs j 



ttlay, Lay bands on Dipped Behcvcrs, pray 
Where is Inch a cooioiand tor Laying on hands 

: »on Deacons or Eiders or Mcflengers? all which 
WasiaPrimidve piaftice, and owned by ycu, 

' ^ have a general command exhibiced tor.-
Further, where is a command i n lo many words 
requiring any to believe the Refurrcftion of the 
t>ead?not in all the Scripture,What muft u not 
^̂c believed therefore ? There isinorealon tor 
it. But if Mr. H^rrifon! words be truth, there 
« much,' for hc faith, I t will appear. 

Mr. k m / . . . And.faiththe firRScrit^ure 

which is the main Bulwark ^ ^ - f '^.^ 
i Refuge to which they flic, and 

l̂ rou^ht forrh,as their great goU^h to maintain 
their caufc is, //*^.(5. , r , g 
. J.Griph. I t is well that ^ m f ^ ^ ^ ^ f 

i Word of the Lord is our Bui wark and Citie ot 
/ Refuge, qy^vid tmfled in the Word of the 
i Urd tT /^ /^ , 1,9.42. and the entrance of his 
i Words gave himlight, V . I 30. 
I Bucit is our great Goh^h, yo»fay, ° 

ti^aintainourcanfe, that's a clear mi»aKc, u 
i not out Goliah but our little 1>a-vid that main-
I tains the Lords caufc and oms, as far as we are 
I concerned in it and obliged to the maintenance 

I Mr. HarrifoK. Youfay, thacwcinfer that 



^ ^ C I 2 - ) > 
LGrifith. That it is a Principle of Chm V' 

his Doaunc, the Anchor to the Hebrews doch f / 
not onely infctj but affirm i t . 

Ur.Harrifin. Oracle, Precept and C o m / / 
mand. 

/ . Griffiths This likcwifc is not inferred but 1/ 
affirmed by the fame Author, Hel>. 512, ' i''' 

It's like you may ob jedt and fay, that Pre. 
cepc nor command is not there, I grant thoft 1̂ ' 
terms are not, but between Gods Precepts and I ' 
bis Oracles: I mutt confefs,! know little dif- 1/ 
fcrencc, efpecially fuch as were tauohc bw '/f' 
Chriifi as appears they being called, hisDoVi/ 
fttine, H<? .̂d. i . and by his Apottlcs tauoht as'/ 
is clear Hel>. 5.12. and praaifcd bv°ih<.'m V' 
^5 .8 .17 ,18. 19.^. ' y i 

Mr. Harrijon. Yea, a principle, a: fciutida. ^ 
slon, principle of (^hriB intheGofpel, that/f'J 
all Believers Dipped ftiould have Hands laid on f i 
them by perfons appointed and fct apart for that f 
end for the receiving of the gifts of the Spirit '̂ 

I.Griffith. What of all :h>s is inWcd 
that is not plainly cxpreffcd ? Is it not called a / 
Principle, yea, a foundation. Principle } He(, / ' 
6.1. And had not all the Dipped Believers in A 
Samaria^ ^Bs 8.17,18. And all theDippej V 
Believers ztEpheftu, Alls 1^.6. Hands laid iS'? 
on them ? And u it not agreeable to Gods or ' 

Church, that Ordinances ftiould be 



*dminiftred by^rfons let apart fo that woik I 
And was Ic not adihiniHrcd for that end, thac 

,( *ey might receive the Spirit ? / 8.15. To 
whom God had promlfed it, Atls 2.3 8. j . 3 2. 

^jV^atthenis inftrtcd or deduced more than 
What is natural from the Text ? 

J Mr. HarrifoK. Which Wicr-drawn de# 
^/Jaioa how cruelly that innocent Text is wre-

rackt and tormented to make it bear wit-
/«efsto? 

i , Griffith. Do we, when we fay no more 
7 than what the Text doth, Wict-draw it.rack, 
(/ l^ftft,and torment it? I confcfslam a Wicr-
/ , Jt»wcr,bucuntkilfullinthat work, Ilhallptc-
/ '̂ •̂  Mr. H4mfo» before me in thatrefpca, a* 
V'^"e more skilful! in W«er-drawing theScti. 
S' Pturc than I am, or any of the AfTcrtors of this 

Truth, notonely in this cafe but divers others. 
Mr. mrrifon. W i l l evidently appear, i t 

'^confidcr fitft, that Laying on of Hands is-
/ l ' ""̂ ely mentioned in general. 
A I. Griffith. Where is it mentioned in gene*. 

not in Heb.6.i<, not no where in the 
»• j' Scripture, as I know of. Heb.6.2. doth racn-
A|>orjonein particular, calling i t Laying on of, 
i y ^ t i d s , not Layings on of Hands, which i f ic 
f(p^*d been in general, as you fay it was, itmnft 

nave been fo. Therefore that mentioned Heb» 

them 
r ,/ « *»>— — --

' ^'S. muft be one of them oncly, aqd which of 



them it is I Qiall aticrward* fticw. Here ta.tf 
notice thatyoui flourifti touching yourhayir* 
fix Principles without feekJng to us for ourjf'̂ ' 
doth vanifli like fmokc, unlels you can pro-''il" 
(which you have not done) that that whlj' ii''' 
we praflice is not that there mentioned j ac'̂ "' 
alfo that you piadice ( i f you praftice any) \J' 
be that there mentioned; til l which time yc'i/ 
bad done well to have forborn calling icoi'Vi 
new oldE^ifcopal Adminiflration j fuch claQy 
ing^ do not become you,neithcr doth it add a / / 
thing to enforce your Reafon given,por vyeak<|rf'' 
the tnithon our part; for what though the B / 
fiiDps did imitate Bapcirm and Breakino 
Bread in the wrong Subje^s, and after a fall; I'' 
mtnner. Is that an argument fuffkient toci}f 
force any to caft off Baptifin and Breakino i ^ ' 
Bread; fo becaufe they did imitate Layinocvi*'' 
Hands, Mufl we caft it off? Did the W h o / ' 
blcmiflitfie Ordinances with fuch a dcepd//?* 
that they cannot be wiped ofF? No Chrifi',!/' 
Ordinances being purely prafiiccd are pure O /(. 
dinanccs • the Bifhops for ought I know wli(< 
did imitate Laying on of Hands may witnc^fj 
againft yo u who wholly rejcft i t. Vc 

lAt. Harrifon. That by Laying ot, (v ' 
Hinds in this Text cannot be meant that whi(,|jf 
they contend for, and that for this Reafon, t/;;' 
bccaufc it is no where doArinjtlly dclivcto^ 



jxjtfomuchasptomiffivcly inap'oo'^^c, much 
Ml 'ffs preccptivcly by way of commaood eitWt 

h Chrift ot by Apofllcs ia all the New Tclta-' 
jf; mcnt. 

^ / . Griffith. You fay, It cannot be meant in 
' "«Tc« , that Laying on of Hands we con-
t«nd for . and your Rcalon is, bscaufe it is nO 
''̂ hcrc dcannally delivered. I *iavc already 
'>ewnthat that Laying on of Hands wepra-
^ and contend for, i» do<aiinal precepcively, 

'h ^hich IS binding as to ducic and praaice; 
' therefore this Reafon i i invalid alfo. 

, Not to trouble the Reader with reiteratioflSi 
' ftiall give you a frefh Argument: 
, That praaice Which God bore witnefsto 

/< b t̂̂ c gift of his Spirit was doarinally taught 
4 J ^^'^'fi^ but the praa.ce of Layu^g on of 

K on Baptized Believers, as fuch, God 
« '^rc wicncfstobythcgifcof hisSpmt. 
'# Therefore that Laying on of Hands was do-
* f itiioaUy taught by Chnjt, 
m . The major propofition is undeniably clear 
¥' ^J'^^Hcb.i... where the Author plainly at-
U 7'^cth that what God did bear witnefs to by 
7' gifts of the Holy Ghoft was confirmed 
^ thereby to be fuch a wofd of Chrtfi that might 
1/"tnohandbcncgleaed. 

0 The mihar PropofitioQ is as cleat ftorfl 
|>; t ^ i f f 8.17,18. 
v.. ' B Uu H arnfojt 



C I 6 ) 
Mr. H<*rrif0». And therefore for the Apo- i ^ 

Ole to affett that Laying on of Hands in theit ^ 
fcnfc was a principle of the Doftrinc of Chrifi^ i 
which yet was never do£liinally declared, had % 
been a manifeft contradiftion in terms, and litSijii 
tlelcfs than untruth, which I date not charoc ji* 
the Pen-man of holy Writ wiihall, and fo put 
a Lie upon the Spirit of God. U 

I.\Gr. Had the Apcitle aflerted chat to be a 6 
principle of the Do6ttine of (^hriSt which waŝ J-
ncvct doatinally declared, Would have been, ih 
confc-fs, a contradiftion and an untruth, whichl ' 
fault the Pen-man of the Scripture isnotguil-V 
tie of. ° V 

But I pray, Is it not as great a contradiaioti'jiiji 
andanuntruth copraftice chat which wasnocl'f 
do£lrinally declared as to affert it ? 

The Apoftks Teter and with the con J|il' 
fcnt of the reft iiJerti[aUm{{ot thcy fcnt them)y 
did pradlice cliis, wx-. Laying on of Hands oM 
the BaptiKd, as fuch, ^Sts 8.17,18. There.J/ 
fore it was doiftrinally declared, and muftbe/^i' 
fo confeffed to be by you, unlefs you will put a!j|î  
Lie upon the Spirit of God, which you (ajW 
you dare not do, 'tj 

Mr. HarrifoK, Here it wi l l be queried vtbihf 
Laying on of Hands is here nncant, i f that b(!j 
not. To which I anfwer. Such Laying on ol 
Hands as was doftrinally declated by (^hrii 



. jjf by bis Apofllcs, w ^ . Laying on ot hands tor 
i pealing the fick, mentioned ^̂ W Ĵ-̂ ia-. 18. they 
rfylhall lay hands on thefick. and they ftiall leco-

VCr. 
r V f J. gnffith. Fitft 1 (hallfpeak to your An -
1 to (hew unco you your roiftikc, andle-

^oî dly I fliaii anfwer the <^^r/f . . 
7 F"R , the laying on of hands mentioned 
' I^irkci6: 18. IS only prcmiflivelycaught, 
/ ^hichis not bindineas to duty and praaice j tor 
7\ it were a duty to drink deadly poy on, and 

^̂ ike up SerpeSts, &c. they being hkewifc 
/Ptomiffively taught. , j„k,Vri I f . ^=coadlJ, thcdrinkingof pcyron.andtak.rg 

' , .̂P of Se rpL might tb5n b='^.^^^^^J'^. J ! ^= 
•^^^of ttlema principl'eof ChnflspoatiBe.a? 

, as laying o!, of hands to heal the fick; and 
^ , '̂ ^n how many Principles (hould we have ? 

r,.^^i^dly, not one of thefe difti.aiy by c 
' ' '̂ '̂fs. nor all of them togethci was a Principle 

thatDoarinof Chrift mentioned, K^^ . 
j l i , FitO.becaufc that which confirmed the word, 
'"' i ^ f thewotd,wcre dififerenf, thefc were prom.-

* and given to confirm the word, the Lord 
'J ^^?^tkingwith thcfn, and confirming the woi<^ 

r'^^figns following Amen,/J/^'-. 1-6.20. 
/ ) , SecoQdly, thefcwerc thccffeasof that 19V̂  
^ f ;J'gOQof hands which the Apcf tedid praaUe 
/"yvertucof that pitcepcivc Doatine thatGhnft 

http://pcyron.andtak.rg


tau^bcthetil, for amongli the rcfl they fliould/ 
fp:ak with new tongues, which was attained/ 
by laying on of hands on them as Believers^ 
baptized, as appears,«^ff .8.17,1 S.c^.l 9 6 . 

S'.ccndly, to yoiir Ojt/rie I anfwer, that tlî V''; 
laying on of hands msniioned,Hc^.5.2. was the/ 
layinoon of hands praftiied bytlie Apoftlcsoaj'' 
baptized Believers, as fuch, . ^ i f . 8.17. \%.cba2i 
I g. 6. as appjarcch not only from what isbeJl 
fcre-faid, but alfo by thele reafons. I f 

piift becaufc that laying on of hands, HebX 
6 3. iso;.e of clie firft Prirxiples of the Ora™. 
cie7 of God Heh. 5. 12. and the word of i\'J 
bcoininc' of Cbrift.- but the laying on of h^jndj' 

them by a layin? nanus loac went Dcrote 
layin" on of hands on the fick, caRing out of Vi-f 
vil*. &c. m ght bea conlcqucnt of thac, 
bucnotthar, . . , . ^ 

Secondly, becaufc that laying on of handif, 
Hfi'.6 2. is a foundation principle fo called an(/' 
ow^cd by the Author to be no lefs a foundati'/'i 
on Principle then Repentance, Faith, Bapt i fm/ 
Rcftirrcftion from the dead, and e ernal judg i / 
irient.- but the laying on of hands , ; i / .« r . i6 . , l | 
is not a Foundation-Principle, therefore nc l 
that mentioned, that the laying otj 
hands, Mtr.lS.i^' is not a Foundation princi 
p!e, appeatcchfirft,bccahfc what are Foundatio^ 

„„^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^, Ptinil 



. ( 1 9 ) 
^ Pnociples , all the Primicivc Cliurclies were 
)j'^^i^i\ipon,eph.2.20 yea, and everyparocu-
i / l *f Member thereof, bm ibe 1 ayirg on of hards 
iV jf^'"'«i<5,i8. every Member wasnot builtiip-

therefore no Foundation Princirlc; f o r M i -
'• ' '»cles beidg no Foutidation for particular Mem­

o's, nor Churches as is evident, Luki' lo- ^9^ 
: 'C, chcy ate not any pitt cf the word of the 

, '̂ ^gining of Chr,fi, but them by which th: 
!^°td was and is confirmed to us to be the fled -
^^flword ofChrtfi, the neglea of any pate ot 
^'"ch may be of dangerous coafrqucncc, M~n: 

Secondly, becaufe all did not work Mirscles, 
'['"^'1 2. ; o . Neither were all ci them fick 

'• '̂ "cn they were to be built on the Foundation, 
;4 ^I'ichmuftbea qualification ( i f I may lo call 

, ) abfclutely neccffary to the participation ot 
'^yngon of hands, as to the fubjcas, without 

'») J^ich they were in no capacity to receive it .and 
i i'T^'^fotethat could not be a Foundacion-Prin-

that Members bught to be built on,becaule 
' were not in capacity fo to be. 

,, , ^ . H ^ r r / f w . I t anyfiiall objca,fiift, tf:2t 
,^j,' r*yitJgonof hands, Hek6. is there immtdiatly 
Yl^^^ after Baptifmc, and that therefore it can-
ji-y be meant of laying on of hands for lica-

I anfwer, that our Lord Chrif himfelfein 



that great Comtniffion given by hiim to tlic Apoi, 
Itles CO preach andbapcizc, M^r. 16. ImmediAj 
acely annextth the figns in generall, which by ih/i, 
B,ip:illne ot the Spirit ftiould follow them th»*( 
bekeve, and in particular the laying on of hanj^i 
tor healing the fick. _ L 

I.Griffith. I ^Kclve you fee fome ftrcnot^J, 
in the objeaion, but to evade it you fay, ihaj,, 
the Laying on of hands to healcrhe fick isinti| 
niediatly annexed to Biptifmes,ih <JMark^t6. i'(t 

I have (hewed already, that the Lordsgi\,l 
vino the Spirit,by which as a gift thereof che4 
La^l hands on the fick , and healed them, wifL 
no: anteced:nt to,buc aconfcquentof ihelayini 
on of hands we contend for [in a common way* 
and therefore it's annexed promiflively to fuch a'|;i 
doc beleeve,that is.fuch as have Faith fo to doXi 
and not annexed as a promife to pctfons wtî î 
only have faith towards God , though baptiz^J 
and under Impofition of hands alfo, which i 
i : vA!ete,ic would follow that there were ncver'J) 
Believer in the world unlefs they caft out Dcvil*;j(i 
fpcak with new tongues, tread on Serpcnts,drinf.̂  
deadly things, lay hands on the fick and they r4 
cov:r,ot elfe God not faithfuU in petfoiman/i 
of his promife, which God forbid (houj*|i 
pace coiinc into my thoughts to imagine, 'll 

As whac you obferve touching the 
I'tinciplcs, I cbfcivc yoi' gladly would f ctfwac 

' p i 



' your fclfc and otbcrs^hat you have fix Princi­
ples; but if you count againe, and rcckoR 
fight, you will find you arcfhoit of one, i f you 
"or of more. « more. 

, And I alfo further obfctvc, though I cannot 
/ [Jfeic but with fome fadncfs, that luehu the 
; O'tternefs of your fpiric agiinft this ttucb t̂hat 

fi you canî ot forbear fpeakingcvill of it> ""'"S 
" a B.Qiop.like Confitn^acion, r/z-. Laying 

fi of hands on all baptized Bdicyers; but this 
4 13m affurcd of . Which is the ufe Imakeoi 
t yourobfcrvation, that notatlondl nor.nd;tte-

'fncman but wil l judge that there is tl.eo^d 
fl S'ftiop. i,ke fpirit retraining in you that 
K *<:n,,who fSs alfo doe ye) fpeakeviUot the 
A( things they knew not. . 
% , 4 . iJ.rnJo», I f any (hall farther ob^ea 
f l tl^atLayinaon of hands for healing canno b. 

=̂  Pnncipl? of thcDoarine of theGofpcl of 
i4 S'^^'A becaufe it concerns not all perfons,but 
ft "̂ch as are fick. , , , 

YJ . Ianlv»erwiththeEvangeliftt^'' ' '^Lf,;hac 
Z it as by other figns there mentioned,thc Do-
/ ^line of ĥe Gofrel was confirmed to a l , and 
5̂  '̂ fuaineth afccriained unto us, and to a 1 Inch 
K ^ho (hallbeleeve on that word unto the end 
/ of thcworld,c>/«r;t i6 ' l9 '*°* , r r 

, A Griffith. You fay true, by thofe figns. 
l\ ^*rkei6,^j,i%. theDcatine ef the Gof-

B 4 



pel was eonfirtned to a l l , andremaifiethafij 
ccttained unto us , and to all fuch who (halW 
bcleevc on that word unto the end of ty^ 
world, OHark.j6.20. But how impertinenr, 
this Anfwer is to the Cliieftion,may cafily b^t 
perceived: Forasmuch as the Do^rine of t h ^ 
Gofpcl, and the figns by which it was confirjf 
ined.were dififetent things, and by this you ma/1 
fee bow clearly you have given up the caufe,in*'j 
that you grant here that the figns, oW^ri^ i g i " 
, - , i 8 among which laying on ot hands on<l 
the fick is not any part of Chrifis D o d t i n / 
which is to be belecved and praftifed to ch / 
end of the world; but thofe figns by whichj! 
they were confitmed fo to be ; as to your An,*? 
fwer to your laft Objedlion Rated by your felf 
I fhall lay onlie this, it being all onewit^' 
your Anfwer to the former, and ateitcratinof 
the fame thing, that indeed thofc figns,/l/^yL^)! 
i<5,»7,j8. doth ftrcngly confirm the truths ojji" 
tbcNewTcflament to us, which amongftthej'' 
jeft, laying on of hands on Believers baptizjdjt' 
as fuch was one; the Adminiftration of which)'' 
fetvice God being pleafed to confitrae by thc!̂ ' 
gift of his fpirit, y f ^ . 8. 17,18.C/1. r $>.(S. is asi' 
much ours, and as properly belonging to usasl 
it did to them who were cyc-witncfrcs of thctnl 
as to our Confirmation in the truth andptaJ 
aifc of all the Principles of the Dcfltine of 
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( , 
ar,/? of which Doitrux laying ODot hands 
•n Belicvcts bipnz.d, asiuch,wasoccl nna-

• Aple, God bearing witncffc thereunto by the gi-
•'•'noof his fpirit , which is rhe propercndal. 
•ped, according to the laying of the Apcitic, 

""'ul^HtrHfon, I f - n y M i ^ ^ " ; : ; . ^ ; ; 
thee the givino the Holy Uhott , and layingo^ 
of hands in-order the?e«ntobetobeexcluded 

ftom the fix Principles before ̂ ^f '^l^^Xv^^-
My Anfwer is'no: but I doe c k a d y j 

h F-̂ hend the lame to bee ^onnprel-nd d |.nda 
i «heD ariue of Baptifm^ whereofrtet-was 

' ' 1 ' ^ : ^ . . . H o w f f o n g l y i n v - ^ S l 
•othiscilthon, you d-contrad.̂ ^^^^^^^^^ 
'̂ er Affations is evident, l-ot m T 
aeafon that you give to prove how ^ r " ^ 
^c.H.h 6 x.l tomakcitbca witnclltto 
our Affertions; youfay chat. by b y i n g j o t 

• »iands in that Text cannot b* "^^^^^^'S 
^econtcndfor, and your Reafon is, becauic 
'tisnowher. dcarinallic 1 , ' ^ . t o f 

, much as in a Promife. i»"ch kfle by waieof 
h Command. . . , , „ i ,Ar« . 
A Bucnow here you fay , IMS not o b c e j . 

y eluded from the fix Principles before mentio-

AfTurcdlie, i f it muft not be excluded, then 



^ 4 ) J 
i t is included; and then how is it you have emi 
dcav^ied all this while to exclude that frotn be.i( 
jog a principle of tiic D-dttioc of Chrtst thai 
BOW; our Pen is forced co confefs is one, ot a | 
Icatt included in one ot them? You have nces 
fuie be humbled for calling that a new old IJ 
Epilcopal Adminifiracion, a Bifcop-like Con.i'' 
fi macion, that now you fay is included in the*' 
fix principles: but I Ipare you, defiring tliei 
l o r d to let y"u fee how little (uch exprdfionsif 
have the favour of grace m them. As io^f 
yourapprehcnfion of the compreherifion of thcrf 
Laying on of Hands on Baptized Believers tof 
bein'tbe DoiJ^fine of Baptifms; if it be chat/' 
you mean, unlcls you mean Laying on of Handsk' 
onthcPck, for my part I fee little clearncfs irj ̂  
i t , and bcW you (bou'd be fo clear in that jî ' 
which the Word of the Lord gives yon no lighc / 
inps a paradox to me. j,) 

Ard as for the three Ibrts of BiptifVns you [fJ 
fpeak of 1 have no exception againftjonely this f 
you f j y , that the Saints, efpccially the Apoftie, J 
wciciiT powered to give the Holic Ghoft unto # 
others; and this you fa'c, is that which thcy are \^ 
laid by Laying on of Hands tobeftowon o- / 
thers. For my part, I never in all that I have i! 
read in the Scripturc.found that they had power ^ 
to give the Holic Ghoft; neither did I ever heat 'i^ 
it faid in the Scripture that thcy did beftow the '' 

Spirit I 



Spirit on any, I though: that your principles 
had led you to believe that cvcrie gocdand 

^perfca olh had come from the Father ot Lights 
and had not been in the power of any mortal 

' man co bellow or g ve to any. I am perfwadcd 
that if Ihadaffi:mcd fuch a thing.you would 
have faid it bad been free-will or worfe. I 
(hall therefore in a word (hew that Gcd al-
Wales and Chrift kept that power in their 
hands, as appears, Atls 5 32. 
they were Snely in(̂ ruments W vvhcm God 
was pleafed to beftow the g,ft of Spmt ac-
cotdfng to his promife. - ^ ^ ^ - S . ^ ^ ^ i ^ ^ ^ ! 
Waie he had appointed, 'viz,. ^̂ ^̂  J J 
ingon of Hands. As to what y ^ ^ f " " ^ " ^ 
it^eing nothingto the controverfie iri h nd. I 
(hall f^ie no more but onely th'Mh^t/or wha 
youfaidandby what I have faid i n a n ^ " 
thereunto, it appcareth that Hel> 6. r,2. « "ot 
Wier.drawn, !ackt, wrcfted and tormented by 
anything, we infer from it , tomakcitb-ac 
witnefs to what we contend for, and piadtice 
neither is it a (uborned witnefs buc a true one in 
our caufe, fpeaking much for us what tuc 
minde o f the Spirit of God is, forced by a 
right interpretation. . 

Mr. Harnfo^. Tlierc remains no more to be 
txamin^d with refpcft to the firft OneHion, 
viz,, whether i t be a dutic inc""'^^^'^''"^^^^] 



( 1 6 ) fi 
BaptiaKd Believers to have Hands laid on them 'jf 
^c. But the examining of their Argunicn«*4 
drawn from Examples, which wil l prove inva ' • 
l id , i f wc confider, Firli, ApoHolical ptafticc 
is not a Rule to walk by in all thing?. i^, 

I.Grtffich. I t is true, but doth it theicforc'j; 
follow thit Apoftolical prafticc is not a Rulg' (. 
CO walk by in foundation things, which yoy '̂ 'j 
murt prove (or elfe your Reafon given is inva, > 
lid) and in particular this thing in controverfie \ ' >' 
for foundation-principles and many other things \ I 
the Apoftles pradiiced, is a Rule for us to walk * j i 
hy^Pht^S,p. 2rheff.2.x^. i C o r . u . i J /.., 
The Church at £phe(m was built upon the* ̂  
foundation of the Apoftles, c^c. Ep̂ .̂ŷ ^ , ^ 
They w«e foundation-layers; their praftice 
therefore is a Rule for us to walk by. And 4 
when we go about to urge the doiagof fuch ' 
things you call extraordinary without power " 
then you may fay we are intolerably prefumptu * 
ousj but while we do nothing but our dutic n). 
which we arc confcious is incumbent upon us S 
wcmayexfpca a bleffing from the Lord, and' 
the performance of his promife to us made 'Id 
*^S/a.?8,39. to abilitatc us as fliallfccnj 'J 
good to him. fl\ 

lAx.Harrifon. Secondly, Apoftolical pra- ((i 
aice without precept was never held for the i t 
ground of the fubfiance of a Golpel Ordi , ' 
'̂ n<̂ <̂ - " Griffith. M 



( 1 7 ) 
^ Griffith. Here you beg the Queftion, and 

J | »̂lce ic for granccd, that Laying on of Hands on 
Wipt izcd Believers, as luch, is without precept; 

" the contrary of which I having already proved, 
• nakcs this Rsafon invalid alfo. 

^t.HarrifoK. There are many circumftan-
U nientioncd in choic praftices expreffed, A^s 
' / and^^f t i io . the two oncly Exarriples foe 
'J WharrU- f„- rhr l.avineonot 

: in 
I his 

' • Hindi on 5<««/(afcet wards called / ' ^ ^ being 
^ f̂orehis Baptifm, as appear^th, t / . iy . iS . ) 

which evidendy difcovers thcle aftions ot theirs 
'0 be cxcraordinaric,and fo no Example for out 

I.Griffith. Can it poflibly be imagined by 
ny rational man, that fuch a circumftance as 
' W i ^ h i s Laying on of Hands oaPanlhC' 

iotc his Bap'ifm ftiould make void a principle 
of C/,r«j7*j Doacine, Heb.e.t. and an Apo. 
Wolical praaicef ABs%.\'j \^. Ch^tf.t^.i, 
^'^ul had Hands laid on him that he might re­
ceive hisfight,which was neceffaryhefhould do 
cfore he was baptized, it being not conveni-

, *̂nt that a man fliould go into the water blinde, 
^ And how doth this difcovcr their Lay ingon of 

lands on the Baptized, as fuch, tobeextraot. 
'-'naric? In your next yon explain your fc l f , 
'nd fay J Mr. Harrilci* 



Mr. H*rr*l<>», Furt,noc Philif whopteath»'iil 
cd, convecwd and bapcizjd ; but Peter and)' 
^^bn who were Apoftks, and had received t-^A 
traordinai'ic power, and did cxtraordinatiej' 
things. J 

1. Griff lb. You feem to fay, that the tea-;)' 
fon whyuie Ap-;ftlcs mutt be lent to Samnrittf, 
to lay on hands, was becaufe of feme cx:raor- |f 
diinade pow^c-.thcy had to do excraordinaric;!*' 
thinoj! which could not bej the Rcaion is, be.!)'' 
caule Pkil'p himfelf was endued with as extras), 
otdinatie a power, and did as ex taordlnariey 
things as ciiey, A^s 8.5 7. whence I note thac(' 
the working of miracles, or the having anyvif 

toat> n,.i..-^ —ying °^ H "̂<^* ontheba.<(J; 
ptiz d, as fnch, as clearly appeareth by thati 
vv lich is r rw laid. Therefore you are miftaksnjl 
this doth nc- prove that Laying on of Hinds onf 
the bapnz'd, as fuch, is an extraotdinarie «ai- i 
00. - • • • •- ' / 

Mr Hxrrifon, Secotidly, as the pctlonj 
who laid an hands were exciaordinarie, fo the l 
end propounded, and alfo accompli(h-d,Mva$ ti( 
ejt:raor(iiiarie, and that in tefpcft bothof thej* 
sift convrighed, and the'manner of its com-f o 
in«-nication. / . Griffith, Firfl , their gifts thcy had, ot 



, - " . t u«.c gitcs, «^^?.8.6,7. ^ . „ 
f * rurcher, i f the having power toworK M i -
,;'*cles did inright men to adminiftcr , 

fP^oi hands, without which power none v^crc 
j:J»uthotifed to the lame , becaufc tbty did 
/i^otke Miracles, and fowerc excraoidioary 
Mons who did adminittcr it .• then w c « c t o 

an AdminiRratcr, not only for laying ott 
hands, but for all other Ordinance* , be-

f f i ^ k in our dayes we have no fucb extra-
f',<«rdinary men in point of workii^ Mir*-

as they were, and then no naan nwyptcacb 
/;) ;̂»lcfs he be a miracle-worker, becaufc they 

''^tpreacht the word then were mitadcwwot-
- " i nor adminifter bap:ifm»unlcfshcliave po-

'•'t̂ tto Work miracles, nor no otbct Gofpel 
nance,&c. 

„ We may plainly fee by this howitam m m*-
/ oppofition againa one principle c f Cbtim 
^^l^l^rine, do by the fame confcquccce oppofc 

Secondly, as to their perlbns they were not 
J ,: •/•̂ raordinary, without you mean in le^cS 
/ / 'neir pUce and office they were in ; rf«y «»cie 

'̂ poaics or Meffcngers, its true- foaie foniC 
i'^ '^"wjj for God bath fee in the Chsssih A -
9l 



m 
( 3 0 ) ; 

pofllcs,5sc. 1 Car.1z.28. <iAndhe^nve forad, 
jipoHles^andjame prophets^a»d jome E.vtii^ 
gelifisy and fome P aft or s Md Teachers^ Epbl 
<{. 11. tliC Continuiaon ot the Miniflerial OE?-
ficcoFall which, was to be t i l l wc all coni»;i 
m the unity ot the faith.&c. And moteover bi(.'i 
ihefiraetCironany ftiouid conclude there ij; ' 
no Mcffeogets, chcy may conclude there ig tiijii' 
Payors nor Teachers, and conlequcntly i f Q̂ I) 
MiniHers no Adminillrators. \ 1 

Thirdly, that the end prop.iunded fn laytnjj)!' 
on ot hinds wasexcraordmaryjis by me uctcrl iĵ  
dcnyed. for the end propounded was the gî l)' 
of chefpiric, ^-^'S-iS- which was notcxt°a# 
ordinary but common to all baptized KcUqt̂ ' 
vets, asfudi AEl.i. J.8. 39. ptomifed to 9/. 
many both lew and Gentile, as the Loid oii' 
Godfhi l i call, which pronniifed fpirit wis conjî  
vciohed by Laying on of hands in more than}[:' 
common iTianncr,as to the quancitie theteof,w'i: 
is a poweifull confirmation to me of che truef 
and authoritie of the fathe. And therefore I d'|î  
not denic, but that they at Samarta and Epht-f 
(ta did receive the gift of Tongues, which fiUcjjt 
thera with joy and rejoycing, which conftime i't 
them and mc alfo, as to the belief, thj' 
thofc who wil l receive the Spirit which Gi 
hath promifed tothe Baptized, A^s 2.38,^^ 
nttift f(#:c ic to be asked for chcm of Qod 

ptai{| 

'Ojfl 
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( 3 1 ) 
^ayctaftd Laying on of Hands, as ibey. 
out you fay. 
V Ut.HarrifsM. Yet to lay on hands now 
tpt the revealing of the mediate and confcquca-
"̂•al cgefts, when the immediate and original 
8'ft from whence thofc effcfts did BoWjis deni-
«d, is vcjy abfurdand ridiculous. 

A Griffith. 1 cannot but wonder that you 
would no better confidcr, what you writ was 
•"egift of Tongues, the immediate and origt-
"31 gift ftom whence thofe you call mediate 
'"'d confcquential cffe^sdid flow. 

I think,navlam alcettaincd,that Tongues 
a conlcquential effea as well as any other 

g'fc of theSpiiit, which Spirit was the criginal 
i ' f t , from whence tongues and ail other gifts 

flow. This confidcrcd, we are neither 
''^fu rd nor ridiculous, becaufe the fpirit, 
(which is the orjginall g i f t ) is not denied 
"ow, but is ptomiicdtous as Bclitvcrs bapti-
M ar.d to all that are fuch to the end ot the 
^01 I d , i t being to all that are afarcfF, cycn 

m any as the Lotd (ball call, AB.2.39. there 
?rc di veifities of gifts , tu t the fsme ipirit fct 

dividcth to every man feveiaJly ashewilJ, 
* Cor. 12 4,11. A r d as fcnhemanner of its 
^^iveianceic bcirg vlfible, as youfaie, that 
" *nd ers by, thci gh carnal men might fee andl 

notice of i t . 



i anfweri tB? thcy might fa ftnd take no i 
ticeof it, and yet not fo vifibly, asto appeaftj 
irifoms niapCj ^* i fy idon GhVift iftthelik^,; 
ncflcof a Dove, (Ji-tac. 3. of as cloveiji 
tongui^ on the Blfcrfilthi'AUii; But admic W 
were fo, it isti'ite' iifidtc clear dnd greater DcJi' 
monfttacion, iiiid 'ihat fr6m Gi id j ' that Layinii* 
on:of hands oH.tHS baptised , as iuchj, is c|ll 
Gods appomtrneint, a means by w/hich ch'/|t 
-oift of the promifed Sjpirit was attained. Nov/; 
fhc Premifcs'corifidcted, and 'ifightlicwdghetir 
notwithftanding' What you have laid,it wi l l aji/ 
pear to all fobcr "and confcientitius men, ch;;i'̂  
[here is both Frecep: given ind common enj'.' 
affioned which may Warrant the bapitized, 

•fuch, at clhisffme to fubmit to Laying on f 
haiids upon tKat itcoiirtt I plpdd for i t , andW 
pSrate upOn f^o^^ thofe that wi l l not fubmit 
to it , and that the: many reiteraie (aS you aj'' 
pleafed to call them) arid confident ctyings 
jc up undci tbc^ot nptibnal , but foUid^aii'';' 
fctipturall terms oF PoStfint oracle , arfl 
command atetipoh good grounds, being pertj'̂ i 
neatly alleged froi^ He0. 6l Y, -i. zad thoft 
particular examples, ''A^. 15,16, i xf[ 
Ch.X9.6. thofe being in crdct to thatconi'i 
mon end , viz.. the Reception o f the Spir* 
which was promifed in common to all baptigF 
Believers as fuch, vvithout any cxcraordina^ 



cndsafljgncd, as I have alreadie proved. 
And as foi any ones appropriating "̂ '̂ ^P^V-

etsto the perfons praicd for̂ , as one end of Ldy-
•inoonof i^ands; for my part it's not my fight, 
i>ut that the end propounded, is the receivwg ot 
the Hoiic Ghoft in the fenlc I .h>ve decjaced, 
JwhichI take toJjeraott.tatipnsdl.. ^ i ' . 

And if DoStot Ch^'pl'XK doe confound 
' ying on of hands on all occ^ifions, u s,not my 
ght neither, let him fpeak ^"^^f^^'^dM 
doubting ijythc is able to vindicate the tru^^ 
^uhisp?;ciculat, vi^. Laying 05} pf l « « ^ " 

Formy patf,I own layingP^of bapds9 
hceefeverall accounts or en̂ ŝ , 'V^^ 
hcbap^iSy aS;{gci^to.thae9^-!^^X^'fef 

' t ^ ^ o k t h e f i c U t o i e c ^ ^ ^ 

" S l ^ ' i ^ M i n i f t e c , ' t O > e ; ^ d ^ 
;nighcbeft^araccd to tbe^orke of .t|ie Ivlini-

' x h e f i t f t o f thcfb opelyjliaveftiewcdto bc 
-eant, H;^ .6 . i , a . and.fl>all hereafter f t . t l cr 

, fhe ,v God, willing in another piece alrnolt rea-
' dyforthrPVeff:; and therefore 1 (hall fay no 

n̂orc at ptefent, but only examine your An-
^wectoyourfccondraain QjJcftion-

M r / l L » r p r w . i l now conic to the fccond 



( 3 4 ) , 
Qucftion , viz,. \«hcther the lubjeftijo t^i; 
Iinpofi"oti of HJtods by all baptized petfon# 
be abfolutely ncccflary to Cburch-comtn^ 
aion. V 

Xo which I anlwer in the negative, rnjl' 
Realons are thcfe: 

Firft, becaufe I finde baptized Difciplcs ad '̂ 
ded to a Church, and continuing ftedfaftly 
the Apoftles Doiftrine, andfellowfliip, andirjf; 
breaking of Bread, atid in praiets, before an/ 
fuch thing was ptafliced, as Laying on c f 
Hands in fbe fenfc icis here taken; 

/ . Griffith, I marvel what flbould makt?-
you imagine that they fhould continue in t h / 
Apoftlcs Do«arine> and no fuch thing wa-;̂  
prafticed as Laying on of Hands. Could thejf 
continue in that Do<ftrine ftedfaftly (as they art!' 
there faid to do) before they were in the pra,/ 
aiceofcveric principle thereof. Laying on of^ 
Hands was a principle of that Doifttine, Hef>j 
6.2. Therefore thcy were in the praaiceof/ 
and continued ftedfaftly in that, as well as lA 
the reft of the principles of that Doarine, 
doth further appear by their being taught thefe;-! 
principles of Gods Oracles, H t ^ . 5.12. which'^' 
they had need to be taught again (becaufe of'"'̂  
their unprofitablencfs in them) which tbcJt 
were, and had need of milk, ^c. That ba,|. 
ptizcd Difcipies wg;e added to a Church, I nor' 

Roriei 
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: none owning this principle (as I know) did 

«ver denie. But this note, that this addition 
d Was fomewhat clfe befides, and more than Ba-
^ Pifnn^ for fo much the Text doth implie: and 

.being added, they continued in tlie Apofilcs 
^ I>o«trine, cJ-rt this Reafon given to prove the 

. "egativc is therefore invahd. 
Mr. Harr>(i>». Secondly, it is evident that 

>«iepetfons received the Holie Ghoft in the 
-"fe before expreffed, before Baptifm, by l ^ y -

>< l"gon cf Hands, as54/*/,(^^. "^^"^T^^'il 
fiiptifm, witliout Laying on of Hands, as 

/ " ? c : ^ : - F i t f t , t h a t ^ . « N i d t . ^ 
' ' %itit before Baptifm, by Laying on of H nds, 

more than the^Tcxt dothfaic. *ough ir be 
t̂ i t h a t ^ „ ^ „ w w a s feBttohimtothatpur-
4i Pofe, that he might leceive Spirit, yet all 
t that is cxprefTcd in the Text is, that by Laying 
% of Hinds befbre Baptifb be received h^ 
k: fight, but chat be had Hands laid on hiinto 
% Jac end, or that he did receive the Spirit before 
;V I'^ptifm, is more than the Text wil l prove 
l̂̂ j Sut admit it were fo, yct he was under Layp 

li^ngon of Hands befbre he was admitted to 
Jj: Chutch-communion; therefore this Reafon as 

that is invalid alfo. 
. Secondly, You faie it was given before Ba-

/ . iK'fm without La Vinson of Hands, ydBs l o . 
J ' " ^ C z Igt»nt 



I grabt it was in that cafe, which, was not ufuii 
al tor God to do, it being to confirm to Pete)i 
that great dcfign that God Iwd. inband, sj/,vj 
thccallingpf the Gentiles. :..;.;,: , ;v.'N 1 | 

Bucwhat doth this prove your negation/h 
Ho^ ^«r*telifis niuft not be cxcufcd from ht i 
fubjeftion to the appointments ot ChriUrs not , i 
withftanding but be dipped in water. Antii 
truly you might as.well urge, that the fubje£HJ 
onto Bipcilm is not of abfolute neceffitietf 
Church-communion from this of CorneliHs^^, 
the other; and indeed there is the liketea(ba| 
for i f wc may have communion with thofe thai 
difobcy one principle of Chrifk bisDoatinc 
why not i f they difobey another? And if Cor»/ 
/wwaBdhis friends were communicable, wiclf* 
outlaying on of Hands, Why might he not-fel 
communicable alfo without Bapti fm, feciao.J^ 
had the SpiritPThus may you fee the invaliditi 
o f thcfeReafons as well as ofth? former, <;» 
fliallnomoreat prefent but leave what I i^a^ 
faid tothe judgment of the fpiritual, who a J 
the ondy competent judges in thefe chinos, ^ 
trie and weigh in the ballance of the Sandiua/ 
lie, de&ingalfo that their hearts might b e f t i 
upon the fearching afcerrhe kaowledg of whai 
is the good and acceptable wil l of Christ 
this and allocher truths that God hath in thef i 
l i f l times fpokcn by his Sgn, vvha i s that grca 

Prophe^ 



^ 5 7 ; . , , , 
' rophet whom we muft hear inwhatlocvMne 

all faic, who fpoke not of himfelf but as the 
, acher gave him commandment, John 12.4s?. 
/iihofe friends wc ate, i f we do whatfccvcr he 

I Commanded US; they are oncly wife in his ac» 
i<:ount that hear his fayings, and do them; 
fuch that fodo ftiall ftand in the time of t i ibu-
«ion; when the ftorms rife his houfe (hail 
md, becaufe it's founded upon a Rock, w * . 
le foundation of the Ptophets and Apoftles, 
to himfelf bcisg the chief Corner-ft6«fc. 




