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The Epiﬁlc Dedlicatory.ﬂ

To the Church of Chrift in Lmdon,wlth J
the General Affembly of Meflengerss ,
Elders, and PBrethren, occafionally
meeting together to confider °f~'§ae ‘
Affairs of the Churches of ‘Chr! by
Salutation, é‘c. gy ' %

Brethren, | S s gt
3 Hen 1 confider how much it
] Jis your defires and the de=
- fire of the Churches 10
‘ general 5 that bratherly
- concord, peace and tyuih, migb;pgﬂ’eff the i
 room of all our divifions, in Afeﬂloﬁzjgd =
L mems, and praitife, and‘part:.sze‘rly,m the |
L fourth principle of Christianity, And-‘bo‘w‘ .
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P™Fhe Epiftle Dedicatory.
miny Prayers are daily made 10 God for |,

 greaba Bleffing s eAnd that hopeful way
ety condto b in, 10 Loy huld of 15
- shingwhich buth been fo long defired : nd

therewithal that moft unhappy obfiruction’ of
onr hopes (as ye knew) arifing from one who

]bauld rather ihive been a veflorer ‘of the
antient path which many have forfaken, and

{0 a hoaler of the breach which hath been

- made, by i1sbeing: neglelted : Who being
an reputation for wifdome, hatring there-
withal great epportunisy (and 1 am perfiq-

 ded really intended) 10 do the Chuwch of

Chrift muchgoods Even then, by a linle
folly following his own Conncels (donbilefs

through Satans malice;who envied onr good)

hath wade bimfelf and his enterprifes ob-
" moxions, and owrwound more gricvows, |
ey, whenl confidercd ;f ’
 conld nit pafs thes over withowt a Sigh,
 (even this which here I prefens wntg you)
[aying in my hears, Wiy hath the Lorddme
ihis 2 Which was no [eoncr conceived, bus
Ipag immediasely [arisfieds thas the Lord

efe things, 1

was,
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i haft difcovered the hidden things there=

our TrefpafTes,

. The Epiftle Dedicatory.. _
was jealons for bis holy way, which bad been
grefly prophancd by an hypocrisical confors
muy therennto,  Awd irue foreveris thas
weord, Holfea 14, ult, 'Al] the wayes of
the Lord are right, and the Juft fhall g
walk therein; But the Tran(greflor fhall
fall therein.. - And certaiplyy asonr Brés
shrens vefufing 1o feek the Lord after the o
- dye '?dcr at the firfly fo this prodigious by= |
- pocrific ar the laft, may tootruly . " T
becalled X Per{tc?z Ezcleﬁ_a at] i cbh;::ZOf i
this day. o e A0 TR
Thou Lord art righteous, thou know=
€ft the Heatts of the children of men,and

i

ard

of, and halt pleaded the caufe of thy -
precious (though much abufed) Truth: ©

Even [o Lord let our iniquities be ever -
correCted, but yetin mercy forgive us

W Butwhat [ball we fay, foalt we wiw 70 |
i) - 70ve £0 abaut this dreadfnl] work; to bring’ g
W the Ark (the foursh principle of Chriffiant=
ty Imean) toirs proper plucedn the Chur-
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| . The Epiﬁ‘lc: D‘e’dicuorjﬁ

ches 2 or rather fomeivregular Churches 1

their due vewerence unto 1t, :

If 4t feem good in the eyes of the Lord,
Tes bis feyvants flill convene to confider of

shis matserspevhaps we [ball find grace in ki

fight 5 for there s bnpe‘tlimt we [hall one un-
deyftand another and with one confent Jeek

and fervethe Lord God of owr Fore Fa- |
1herse :

And this I amthe more induced 1o be-

 Hewe or hope fors. from, not only the greas

defire which 1 yet find 16 be alive in the
hearts of Chrifliansgenerally, thatpeace in
this matier might beupon Ifrael. . Bus alfo
from the great forwardne(s which I found
in the Searchers them(elves to confent unto
certain Propofals for Peaces the firfk of

 which is th,

That that laying on of Hands, Heb,
6.2.is one of the Principles of Chrifts

~ Dottrine, and a part of the foundari-
B ; T his

* Thatitbegranted and profeficd on all |/
- fidesby the formerly divided parties, |
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The Epiftle Dedicatory,
This Propofition being confidered, it may
appear that there wants é

about the particular [eyvice intended, Heb.

¢ 6.2, (inlefs & fpirit of perwerfne(s be min-
- gled amongt sy Towards the. clearing of
- which difficulsy, [omcething i [aidiin the fe=

quels which 1 defive may be confidered.
Why the Searchers hauld fo ruch declains

againf? yous asif you wnchurched all Chwr-

ches but your [elves, 1 can [ee no 7¢Af0s

having never underfbood, thas you did af any.

1ime by any agreement; deliver fuch 4 Do~

CHrine.  Norisis [omuch your bufinefs 10,
meddle with unchurching ‘any body, 45 10
keep your (elves from corruption in Dodrine |

and Manners, i
Indeed the point of Communiin with

- thife who rejelt or oppofe your Faith and pra-
o cFice inthe cafe dependings harh been much

d{;bated,and refolved in the Negative ( efpe-
cially tonching the Table of the Lord) but
. - A 4' i ’

wh a flep(as 3t werey

10 unity in the tyuth it (elfsand fo 10 a lafting
Peace one with another,  And methinks 9
fhould be no impoffible shing, for us t0 agres

this
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~ 'The Epifile :Dcéiééto’ry; o
 thisis [ofar from being an oArgument,thay

yow deny thems 10 be Churches of Christ, thay
 asplainly argues yoa ows thems for fuch 5 bus
 yet fuch, as fortheir rejecting or oppofing

E oufly obferve the truth by thew rejected and

 oppufed. Forif you deem them to be 5o

\*’.ﬁ " (hurchesas ally what pecd any debate be
5  bad, Whether it-be orderly or fafe to com.
 miswicatewith them at the Lords Table ?

- Nuwy that perfons may be allowed the Ap.
. pellusion of Chriftians (and fo of the Church
 of Chrift) and yet (asthe masser wmay be

 beheld at fomedistance in refpedt of pre-
[ent Commmnions with other. Chrifiians, or
- ‘Chwrches, implies no abfardity, but is ra.
 ther wery necefary, 1 hope the enfuing difs.
- cowrfe will demopfirate,

- Somcthing alfo 1 havve [aid in wvindicats.
“apufthe Meffengers Office (which 1 per-
- ccivetobe much quefiioned by fime) I con-

5“‘;,

i this

E [ome vyurh of Gody are therefore uncapable of
- prefent communionwith thfe that veligi-

g « circamflanced concerning them) ought to

[ifs my [dlf nashing fo fita perfontoplead




/45 caufe as [ome othe

- which I have dine may giveoccafs
ather to domare, or mare effectually, in the
point, 1 [hall shenk my patns well beffoweds
I comsmis all that 1 have faid to the bl

3 aj; God, and the Confiderarion of his
Clgs, iy b G R
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Towr Brother and Servant,
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“To the Authors of the BOOK,

N S A R

| Intituled ,
. A Search for Schifm. ¢
1 /"Brcthrcn, : : gk ; 1
Hen we confider how God is *
g ableto effe good things for. |
his people by contrary ‘wayes; even by ]
turning the unkindnefs of Brethrepint® -
. meansof prefervation to the family,Gene 1
| 50.20. weare made even againft hope
. to believe in hope, that the product of. .
~ your doings in your Search (and the
Epiftle prefixed) may be good, althouglt
its procedure inrefpect of its chief Pasriof,
was certainly from a mind filled with

perturbation, and (its to be feared) with
T e S e
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 conftancy in that, which by the 7745, of

. ehata pure fountain (ormind fifled wich,
- Love and Peace) {hould-ever fend forch

~ gregations of Chriltians under impofiri.
~ onof hands, were invaders and ufurpers of

- wwould drrevocably thraw thely fellow fer-
‘wants into Hell and death:  Such as lock

~ diffeming Brother, and openis wide to thofe
thas' are defeitive s Morals; > Sach  as
- beasthe Frrnace feventimes for thofe which
 Guwnot 1o their diitases : Such as maske
Confeience a make-bare: Such as kindle

b e A lear, and bring the futteft 0bl:tions
- do maintainthas fire of Comtenmtton : Such

. no fmall emulation againft fome, for ny |4

other caufe, then for their confidence and
Truth, is made known for the good of
thg«(}hl_lfCh.;,: For how is it credible

fuch dreadful fireamsof {landers againft
the Church of God, as can hardly be pa-
ralelled inany Auchor's Asif the Con..

the Lovds pecultar. Brerogative; fuch a5

beaven-gate againft the firictef} pioty of o

Jlames in Gods Houle by Fire taken, from

as.




o aswill yather fire the honfe of G’éd, 4ﬂmﬂ?a§v‘z

tnare their names : yeafuch asare Sathans
i PHrveyers 1o brigg prey to his den,  And i
jot (tomake the mealure run over and over)

i condeaz, few er none conld be faved !
ol Itiscrue, afeer all thisyand much more:
gt of the {ame nature, you ftroke uson the

p yet you are perfivaded betrer ‘things of
il the moftof us ; a narrow Plaifter for fo
i 8reata wound, being no more then muft
# be faid (if Charity bear any fway) of the
. manifold Sects which now protefs Chri-

;‘(“ peaceable, and ferjoys, g : :
*  Butalss; whowill believe that many' ' |

| among us are good Chriftians, if ir be

| frue, that one pare of our Churches cons

4 (who according to their Lighe) are pious,

| be fuchas you have Charaerized » Todp
¢+ But what hall we Gy, hali werender

gt B0
without doin [omewhat, which may perpe. '

fuch as, if 1hey coutd execute all thar they.

¢ head,and tell us, though you thus fpeak,

ftianiry, among whom there are many |

. fift of {uch as are notorionfly known.to

railing * 7



1

0 are taught of God 16 evercowmie evil with

' that our 7#nocency will in thefe chings

there are no {uch impieties, and execra-

 know, that if we knew any {uch evil wor- 1
“kers in our Congregations, they fhould |/

* we might have known them by name, |

) 3 « y y .
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-ailing for railing ¢ Godforbid ! for we,

s h,

good 5 nor will we revenge onr felves by
recriminations.  And as weare confident 4

T ™
. " e

greatly plead againft yous fo we truft

ble doers among you, if this your Search
have not tinitured you. , 4
The Lord knoweth, and 1fracel [hatl

eithey reform or go. to their place, and
if you kngw any {uch, you might have |/
done well to have fingled them out, that [

R

and not have thusfold us into the hands §f
of Scorners, to be a derifion to the foo- |
lith, Prov. 12. 18. There is that [peaketh

|

likethe picrcings of a Swordy but the tongse |

\

of the wife is health. \ 5

" Nor do we doubt but that many of{ Y

you are meerly enfnared in the publica—‘h,ﬁ

tion of your Epiftle , -and it is firange

g . ) : “ , | ' y0ul df;
3.
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- you'fhould imply his pen in this matter,

that time)to be truly ferviceable to.God

time. paft,
What is here wricten, now offers it

[Ml hig‘h'Pfovolca'tion, well knowing It toO
i be more fuitable to the time, and the
114 ftateof the Church n general, to be ftu-

| Arguments for Difputation 5 and theres
(] fore we could with that Chriftians would

b 1Ot thus put one anorher ro bufinefs;fee~

/ d’ 1ng [h‘?y do bear (and are like to bear)
o their body the Marks of the Lord
' geflu;, according to that faying, Gal.
¢ L L) :

ﬂ“:/@ d Nor was it needful to fet down your
: d t-tf;?anss in this our Anfwer, partly for
- By fubftance may be underftood
131152 y what we have faid,” and partly for
‘yOg :

ool o b ,‘
[ L s

“’lhom you knew zo be too much entan-
. 8ledin the folly of his own wayes (at -
. and his People, whatever he hath beenin

| felt to your confideration, as a thing .
~ compelled from us at this time, by your

p dym_g for terms of reconciliation, then

thac
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