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theareatGofpelPromifeof the Holy Gholu 

ana the Dodrine of Prayer with Impohtion 
ot hands, as the way ordained oi God to iecK 
for it b Is aflcrtcd and vindicated, as the Ivi-
tereftand Duty of Chrirts Difci'ples in ge­
neral. 

In Anfwer to a Book Intituled 

Search f o r Schifm. 

By/Thb. Grantham, a Servant ^^Ck^^ 

<. 7, 8, 9. re did run well, ivho did hindertlut 
you fhould not obey the tvinh? Tljh pcrfwa[m cometh 
notofhimtbdtuttethyou. A little leaven Icavazetly 
the whole limp, 

I have confidence iriyoii, through the Lord^ that yon wili 
be none othenvlfc minded; but he that tmbleth ypu 

jijall bear his biinheit rrhofoever he be. wherefore love 
the Truth and Veacc,"Zzch, 8. i ^ . 

Printed-for the A u t h o r j 1 6 7 1 . , 



T h e E p i f t l e D e d i c a t o r y . 

T o the Church of Q h r i f t in Z - W f ^ ^ w i t h 
the General AiTembly o f M e t o g e r s , 
Elders, and Bre thren , cccafionally 
meeting together to confider or the 
Af fa i r s o f the Churches ot C n r i l t . 
Sahtatioiii &c. 

Brethren, 

W Henlconftdcrhm much it 
,is pur dcfire, and the de^ 
fire ef the Churches 
generd , that hrothcrlj 

concord^ peace and truth-y nt^gbt psfjefs fhe 
room of all oi,tr dim [ion in afeiiioffyjud^-
ment., andpfaBife'^ and-pArticntarljh the 
fourth pimiph of Chrifiianhy, Jnd herv 

A 2 many 



T f i T E p i f i l e Dedica tory ; 

nurt'j FrAjers art dailj mads to Ced for fa 
great a Blefftng^ ^And that hdftftd way 
we lately fcem'dto k in^ to Ly hold of the 
thmg which hath been fo long dcfired : And 
therewithal that mo ft unhapy cbfirucJion of 
our hips {asyc knorv) arifing from one who 
Pmlt^ rather /Mve been a reflorer of the 
antknt^nih which many have forfakcTi, and 
fo a healer of the breach which hath been 
made^ by its bet.vg neglefhd: Who bdrsg 
in repiitatioti for Wifdome^ haiing there-
tvithalgreat ep^crttmity {and 1 am perfwa-
ded reall) intended) to do the church of 
Chrifl much good 5 E^veft thsn^ iy a little 
folly foiloxvmg his own Councels {doubtlefs 
through Satans malice,who emied our good) 
hath mds hiwfcif and his enterpnfes vb-
noXtorn, and cttr wound mere grii'vo^i^, 

ifiiy.^ when 1 c(^nftdercd thcfe things^, I 
c&ftldn^t f a f s them over withm a Sigh, 
{cve72 this which here I prefent unto jou) 
fayi'yJg in f^-) htatt^ Why hath the Lorddme 
this f which was no fooner conceived, but 
I was immcdiatdi fatispcdj thit the Lord 

was 



T h e Ep i f t i c Dedicatory . 

ms jealous fcr bis hclj may^ which bad ken 
grrjlj prophancd hy m hypocritical corifsr-
muy thereunto. J)sd true for ever is that 
mrd, Hofea 14. u l t . A i l the wayes o f 
the L o r d are righr^ and the J u f t fliall 
walk therein 5 Bu t the TranfgrefTor (liall 
f a l l therein. Andcertait^ly, asour Bre-
threns refufmg to feek the Lord ^fter tht . 
^ue order at the firfi^ fo this prodigim hy-
pcrifie at the laft^ may too truly . ' , . . 
t^ecalUd ^ PerrezEcclefia^^ the chmh. 
this day. 

T h o u L o r d art righteous, thou know-
e f l the Hearts o f thechildren o f naeojand 
haft difcovered the hidden things there­
of , and haft pleaded the caufe of thy 
precious r though much abufed; T r u t h . 
Even To L o r d let our iniquities be ever 
cortetaed, but yet in mercy forgive us 
ourTrcfpaf tes . 

Bat what p)all we fay, jhaM ive now no 
^ore eo ahofit this dreadful! work; to bring 
the Ark (the 'fmrtbprinciple of chrifliani-
ty J mem) to its f roper place in the Char-

A 5 ^hes f^ 



T h e Epi f t lc Dedica tory; 

ehes f 6r rather fome irregular Churches to 
their due reverence unto tt, 

if it fcim good in the ejes of the Lord, 
let hisfcfvants {lill convene to conftder of 
this matter,perhaps m jlall find grace ink is 
fight -^{or there is hope that we jhall ene un-
derflandanother, and with one confcnt feek 
and fcrvethe Lord God of our Fore Fa­
thers» 

And this I am the more induced to be­
lieve or hope fer^ from^ not only the great 
defire which J yet find t$ be alive in the 
hearts ef Chrifiians generally, that peace in 
this matter might be upon Ifrael. But alfo 
from the great forwardnefs which I found 
in the Searchers themfelves to confent unto 
certain Prepefals for Peace ^ the firfi of 
Tvhich is thiSy 

Tha t i t be granted and profefTcd on all 
fides by the for i l ie r ly divided parties. 
Tha t that laying on o f Hands, Hfb, 
6.2.ls one of the Principles of C h r i f l s 
Dojftrine^ and a part o f the foundan-
on, fhii' 



The Epi f t l e Dedicatory , 

This Profofition heijj^ cenftdered, it maj 
„ appear that there wafJts %»t a ftep{4S it were) 

to unity in the truth it [elf^and f t to a Ufiing 
^^fl, JPeace one mth another. And methinks it 
' ij fhoaid he no impoffihle things for us to agree 
l^lH about the particular fervice intended^ Heb , 
^̂ ;/f' 6 . 2, (tmlefs a fpirit of perverfne[s he m i f f -
11(1 gled amongfi ut) Towards the clearing of 
'p' which difficultyy fomethingis faid in the fe^^ 

quel, which 1 defremajhe confidered. 
^ ll' Why the Searchers Ojouldfe much declaim 

^^^^^fflpu^ as if you unchurched all chur-
•|/;; chtsbut your felves, 1 can fee no reaforiy 

having never underfloed, that you did at any 
'Jfii time by any agreement^ deliver fuch a Do-

arine, Nor is it fo much your buftnefs to 
,^^(( meddle with unchurching any hody^ it^ to 
I keep your fehes from corruption in JOoBrtfSC 

' and CManners, 
Indeed the point of Communion with 

t h f f f e who reje6l or oppofeyour faith andpra-
6iic€ in the cafe depending^ hath been much 
debatedyandrefolvedin the Negative (efpe-
dally touching the Table of the lord) but 

A 4r ' 



Dedica tory . 

this is [ofdrfrom being m nArgarmnt^thM 
ym den J them to be Churches of ChriSfj that 
it plainly Argues joit own them for fuch but 
yet fuch^ as for their rejeiiir.g or oppofwg 
fme tfuthof Godyare therefore uncapable ef 
prefent c&mmunicn with thofe that religi-
cufly obferve the truth by them reje&ed and 
oppvfed, For if you deem them to he no 
Churches,at all-y what need any debate he 
had^Whcther it be orderly or fafe to com-
mnmcatc with them at the Lords Table ? 

j^m^ythat pcrfons may be allowed the Ap-
pcUatien of ChriJIianS (and fo of the Church 
i f c h r i f i ) and yet (as the matter may be 
circuwfianced concerning them) ought to 
he held at fomediUance in refpcCi cf pre-
fern Communion^ with other Chriflians^ O)' 
churches.^ implies no abfurdity^ but is ra­
ther very mccjjaryj I hope the enfuing dif-*^ 
cottrfe will demonflrate, 

Scmething alfo J have [aid in fi^dicati-
o;^ of the UUeffeng(rs office (which I per' 
ceivs tc be much qucflioned by ft me) J con-
f t f my felf nething fo pa per [on tc plead 

this 



T h e Ep i f t l e Dedica tory : 
this^ c4ufe as fome other. However^ if that 
which I have done may givt.occaftonto any 
other to do mere^ or mere e^e^ually^ in thts 
pointy J jhall think my pains well hejlowed; 
I commit all that 1 have [aid to the hieffing 
^f 9od:, and the Confideration of his Chur­
ches, 

Tcur Brother and Servant^ 

T h o . Grantham, 

T o 



T o t h e A u t h o r s o f t h e B O O K , . 

I n t i t u l e d 

A Search for Schifm* 

Brethren, 

WHen we confider how God is 
able to e f f e a good things tor 

bis people by contrary wayesj even b y 
turning the unkindnefs o f Brethren into 
means o f prefervation to the family^Geo. 
50, 20. we are made even againft hope 
to believe in hope, that the product 01 
your doings in your Search ( a n d the 
Ep i f t l c prefixed) may be good, al thougli 
its procedure in refpecSf of its chief Patmtj 
was certainly f r o m a mind f i l led w i t h 
perturbation^ and (its to be feai ed) w i t h 



no fmal l emulation againft fome, for no 
other caufe, then for their confidence and 
conftancy in that, which by the rifion of 
'Irmh, is made known for the good o f 
the Church . , For how is i t credible 
thaf^a pure fbuhtain (or mind fxffed w i t h 
L o v e and Peace) ftiould ever fend f o r t h 
fuch dreadful ftreams o f ilanders againft 
the Church o f G o d , as can hardly be pa-
ralelJed in any A u t h o r / ' As i f the C o n ­
gregations of Chriftians under i m p o f i r i -
on o f bands, were invaders and nfurpers of 
the Lords peculiar Prerogative^ fuch as 
would irrevocably threw their fellow fer^ 
vants into Hell and death: Such as lock 
beaven-gate againfi the ftri£le(l piety of n 
diffenting Brother^ and open it wide to thofc 
that arc defeEiive in Morals, Such as 
heat the Furnace [even times for thofc which 
how mt to their diBates : Such as make 
Confcicnce a mjike bate: Such kindle 

fla^Ms inGods Bottfe iy Fire taken^ from 
the ^JltAT^ and bring the fattefl obUtions 
u m.dntainthat fire of Contentton : Such 

as 



^̂(10 ^^thmt doing [omcwhau which may fcr/e-
A tuate their names: yea fuch as are ^ 4 / W 

'^J purveycrs to hring pty to hts den. A n d 
ot (10 make the meafure run over and over) 

0 luch as, / / ihty could execute all that they 
^fi ^ondemn^f€W(.r!7one ceuldhe faved I • 
'A c^l ^his,and much more 
ĵ,)(t oi the fame nature, you ftrokc us on the 

headland t d l us, though you thus fpeak, 
y you are peiTwaded better things o f 

i h e m o H o f u s j a narrow Plaifter for f o 
fiij grc^f a wound, being no more then mnfl: 
, / be faid Of Char i ty bear any f ivay) o f the 
I'^f. manifold Seds which now protefs C h r i -
y^li i l i an i ty , among whom there are many 
/ 4 (who according to their Light) are pious, 
y( peaceable, and ferious. 
Hi But alas, who w i l l believe that many 

i f f ) ^mong us are good Chriftians, i f ic be 
M true, that one part o f our Churches con-

l i f t o t iuchasare notor iouf iy known to 
0 De Uicti as you have Characierized c 

But What fliaJl we fay, i l ia l j we render 
raili/ig 

IS 



railing for railing i G o d forb id I for we, 
are taught of God 10 evercome etil with 
food nor w i l l we revenge our felves by 
resrirnhdtism. A n d as we are confidenc 
that our innocencf w i l l in thefe things 
greatly plead againft y o u ; f o we t r u f t 
there are no fuch impieties, and execra­
ble doers among y o u , i f this your Search 
have not tinctured you. 

The L o r d k n o w e t h , and ifrael (Imll 
know, that i f we knew any fuch evi l wor­
kers in our Congregations, they fhould 
cither reform or go to their place, and 
i f you knqw any fuch , you might have 
done wel l to have i ingled them out , that 
we mic^hc have known them by name, 
and no l have thus fo ld us into the hands 
of Scorners, to be a derifion to the f o o -
li(hyProv.t2,i^- There it that fpeak^eth 
like the piercings of a Sword^ but the tongue 
of the wife is health. 

N o r do we doub t but that many of 
you are meerly cnfnared in the publica­
t ion o f your Epi f t le , and i t is ftrange 

y o u 
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you Qiould imply his pen in this matter, 
w h o m y o u i ^ n e w E o b e t o o much entan­
g led in the f o l l y o f his own wayes Tat 
tha t t ime)to be t r u l y ferviceable to G o d 
and his People, whatever he hath been in 
^^mepaft. 

W h a t is here wri t ten , now ciFers it 
kit to your confiderat ion, as a thing 
compelled f r o m us at this t ime, by j o u r 
h igh provocation, we l l Icnowing i t to 
be more fuitable t o the time, and the 
ftateof the Church in general, to be ftu-
dying for terms o f reconciliation, then 
Arguments fo r D i f p u t a t i o n ; and there-
fore we could w i & that Chriftians would 
not thus put one another to bufinefs/ce-
mg they do bear (and are like to bear; 
in their body the Marks o f the L o r d 
Jefus, according to that f ay ing . Gal. 
<5. 17, 

N o r was i t needful to fet down your 
demands in this our A n f w e r , partly fo r 
that the fubftance may be underftood 
by what we have fa id , and partly fo r 

that 



that you have made your l i o o k f o pub. 
l ick, as that i t is (as i t were) in every 
Brothers hand, who therefore when he 
fees this A n f w c r , may compare i t w i t h 
your Search, for his own fa t is fadi 
on* 

Yonr Brother^ 

Tho, Granth, 


