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Lifearid Death do declare. T conclude  they,
he of whom thefe things may be Gid,is man b,
Nature., The fHortisthis. = 7

- Fefus the Saviour of the World mas befyy, all ‘

‘ thingsy and he that made all ‘things, therefore b P

God by Natnrey Fefus the Savionr of the tpyy) 4
was born'in times and fwffered dearh, or wau Piiny |
therefore be 1 man by Nature, R oty
e cdd . “Yet morefhortly

“This Jefus isImmanuel, or God-Man in gpg
et e gy oo Rerlon, SR
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S‘H}z‘x‘::tb that osr Brethrens 'r:je&ing' and’ .

2 5

) pofing the fourth principle -of Chrifts D,

Y\ Eripes enforcech @ diftinlion in Commgyn;.
Coon (e Leaftiin part) between them; and 4},
Chaurches which walketh in the Religions obfervarjg,
ofit;  and-thas all divifions which bappen 'in 1p,
Chirch, are nov projerly , bar accidentally Againft
ker s ‘s alfo vhar it ts no abfurdity to vefufe to gom.

- unicate with a peole who wasy be allowed the Appel-

sation of a (hurch,
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- divided againff it [elf is brouohe 1o defolatlon : and
is very t%uc" when fapply’d, to the Church of
N God, whete Divifions ave as Epidemical as 10
any Societics of men whatfoever; So alfo it
Pl mutt be denyed' that? all manuer of divifions
24l whichhappen within the palesof the Church
Gglt arc properiyagainft ber feif.) i ow < ,
. @ For fecing it cannot be denyed, but that the
iy beand hath béen corrupted divers ways
- from her ficlt integricy, bothan relpect OF thﬁ
W8 formand power of godlinefé;:cm;hﬁngﬁ‘ 15 en=
b forced, salinecefliey  thabsi oo EaEE
" fhe be * reformed.  Where~ ¥ Wh:id\ ‘fﬁllf:z
- upon divers worthy meén fi?;"gcin'onte{yw;‘céfon
@ inall ages have laboured . i"r'{dc’o i
e reftore the decayed parts of - hand , and Ignos
8 "Chriftianity, as. well as to, | xance on the other. |
& root out: fuch/ things as st
#y have been obtruded by inmpvarion. And faxcly
", what was the duty of forme, was (more or lefs)
the duty of all:-'and confequently the fin of
fuch as put not their fhoulder to the worls,
- Neh.3.5. Bt much more theirs, who not on~
ly would not do it themfelves, but hinder and
L difcourage them that would, Saying, in effect,
~ as” the corrupt: part of the Church of old
didin the days of the Prophet. Jer. 44. 16,17
. As for the word which thon byjr'ffpr,}{ﬂ‘n unto W Z;
¢ 74 '\ ; - t e

-« Asit mufk everbe granted that 4 Kingdom

: ‘ : 2
e Dot S s T AR o

¥

e 4 : My
% ." . " .. "

i ol TRSISREREL



VT

© graty minded ‘may beenligheneds i -

S

e

et Q)

m?idrm of .ibr""L;;‘gzI,. we will ‘n\at bearken iy,
shet, Lut we will ceviainly do s wrhuve done 4 o
and our Fathers, &c. Putting the mark of ot PNy

~ figaify upon their own ways, and the note of

ity upon the: Dodrine of the Prophet:
.‘”go'il;;)‘ Sgr‘;cthinglike to which is that: ﬁyinogf
oFthe Searchers where they “tell sy chey™ ¢
well remember. when Laying m ot 'fﬁlwn‘d‘: ®as ypy
iffdced " Findimemtal Ditbrine. which yee
Hiave reafon to queftion, when T confider’ thidp.
¢hémfelves do hold (and fay: they' ever gig
hold) Laying ‘on of Hands, Felv 6. to be
art of the Foundations And T think nopa
S ats Affortors cver had Jefs. ‘efteem of
§E0then they. | Neither, doth - the Moderg.
-tion..of . its, Affertors in the poinc, of com.
munion (which it feems they held with theg
- ¢hat'did not reccive that Doctrine, for fony,'
t'me_after ‘themflves had owned it) argue
"t’h‘ait"thofcf"whbi'(:ce‘.ived whe Dikirde of L*JinE
‘enof Hand | did ot eficem it 'the fame which
now they 'do. Sitlpreator'wills:thatiwhen ap

e ~ part of the’ Chitiréh of God 7attains ¢ the

. kvewledge of aity principles of truth, which Jy
the corruption’ of the -times, hath been obfy.
red they' thould exerciferall long:flffering ang

orbcaranee; to (e if! by any means the “cone
« yiany 18 con=

of kel i Bag 14

I |
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- . ‘But now, ifafter all end’eavdﬁfsiul'ca;‘;\hﬁd :
patience cktended, fome part of the Church'res

ligion, it cannot be xeafonable (nor is it'Scrip
- tural ) % that - thofe
whom God: hath enlights 77720 ®
ned, fthould: be; bound  to continue w}thﬁ’ﬁbﬁ
obftinate in their by-paths; but muit at len h
declare themfelves in manner. of fpeech like
that of Jothuah, Ifit feems evib to youro ferve
the Lordy in this principle of his @t&’”’"a"ﬁh?fg -
30 what you will doy but as for u$ we are .7‘{[{1!‘?’.“
 bereinto ferve the Lord : Agregable_whcrwniq
B is that direction. of the 36 VRN
§ Lord to the * Remnant *For i ‘g“?“"‘ be
that held to the truth with '}gg;;b Pi s
their whole heart, Fer.: 15+ i flood with it
19. Ltt them yeturn to thees  yeray. SRa
but return nee thow to thewse - 1T
Whence I note four thin gs;,,cgnﬁdeArqble‘ t0
ourprefent oecafions ! 1w srniioss i tsera
L. That the parties here fpoken, of, were
‘both ofthe Churchof God, . " 1. oy
U 2. That there was a difference  between
i them; touching fome neceffaty part ‘of Religt-
O £RT v s T
¢ 3. That the Loxdallows, this divifion,and
J encourageth the continvation ofit on the pag;

1 King.18.21,. T
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main wholly averfe to Reformarion, and that in
~ fuch weighty matters as the principles of Res

SEE




.

et RS, T W% 5 T AT 2T
-~ G Al v v
&

TR

trio)

L

 dfehofe that ferved him pcrfe&;'yior ;'“"Ofdin g

tohis Words' 5 o 5 ’
4. That the Church-fate of neither part i
(asiyet) taken wholly away or deftroyed ; Ang
therefore hence ¥ infer this conclufion: Bop

A Thas dnia time of ph, %
¥qcis not fo much  (hurches defettion in db.
an exraursds the Beis . priniples o o amy neceffay
foons cotoi= 2Lt
that deftroyech the Lasfally be beld a diftinttigy
Ghll';hb‘ﬁztc . of in com’”wion, l,"tw'len tb'

- thofe thar are un-. o, defeitive, and that whigy,

g::%oh:gﬂc;:a:xg; % found or reformed, and yg

. true Baptifm accor- the - Church ffate of Weihey

ding to Mat,28, wholly' diftvoyed.) Ang. by
5l >ans bow winch_the principles P
poirts g‘ Faith ave gréater or leffers by fo much ¢},
diffinttion is 10 be -maintain’d with greater oy Uy
feverity. bt

ThisI mxght confitm by the conﬁderatidg

of the ftate of the Jewilh Church. ander thog

. godlinefs among men, Tudvs 10206,

reat diftractions which happen’d amon theny
metimes about principles of eruth, f‘ﬁirrin
immediately to the Majefty of Heyy, 8
”0/;![_.!2-, EAasi L
- And otherwhiles about thofe whick bein;
negle&ed, would greatly impair the Power of
: bap,:
M}ich difiraltions the Faithful labcu;ed ;a?;:
Xy o Were

- e
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| werc in the very fire to’ réform the part’ dj-
- flempered, without deftroying their Church-

il 12. 10 ™. during which' combuftions.,. there

- muft needs be a gemur in the point of coms«
. munion between the parts contending, as may
) cafilybe gathered from their bitter and fanghi=

- Vinceus., ! ' :

ions which might be brought from the flate

- that Appellation, - though under fich’ defile~
| Mments as rendred them unfit to Celebrate the

'Jl\ therefore confequently very unfit for ‘commus
il Mion with thofe who ‘withftood their polluti=
gy ons; which may fufficiently “fatisfic ‘reafonable
£ men(and therefore the Scarchers- themfelves)

Wl pellationof a Church, and yet hold thems wicapable
gationg of Christ as are free from thefe corrup=.

y tions. T will defcend to thofe grounds which
i are more familiar to us, and then fee how it

' ftate, fgdg. 20. and 21. Chapters,” Jer- 17,

g1 mary conflits, ifour very reafon did not-con~
But Ieaving the many and convincing Aﬂfgé; :

. of the Jewifh Church, who were not. denyed .

{ boly Rites and  Myftéries of -the Law, and |

) that itisno abfurd thingto grant apesple she Ap=

0 of communion with fuch of the Churches or (ongre=

"y mmy reach the cafe depending berween the.

Searchers and their Brethren, 00 0
And firlt from 4815, 2. Itappeareth that

[fentin

thete was niot only great difputation ; but 'dif=

e
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fension. alfo in the Primitive Churches, 5

boyg lp“!

% Yhe word aréns

" here ufedsis rendred
" by Mentanus 5. Sedi-

tione. Andfo i is
by our Tran{l=tors:
in Gal. 5. 20 V{hich
being , confidered ,
muft needs fupole
(a:lc‘qf'f) a demur
in point of Commu=

“ mion.

S—— I — —

~imply the difcohti
_.comgunion between Payl
‘Barndbas >

- Circamgifion:and ther,

Grigh

matters of Doctrinegsph;
word |, % aiirem:igﬁ1 d&iﬁ
nee of

ey 5 With . th
which did adhereto, m?;ié

and thatpare of the Crbunch

which were' zealoys., fop

a
And yet we do no’t.-;ﬁng;
that they, did o, muohyy,

: ‘;},,;b‘_g‘g:, butuﬁ:‘d the molt effe@udl meane that

might be to putan end to the firife, Ang very-
remarkableit s , that though the Affernbly. )
Fern/alem did plainly .determine ‘the. poing. of
Dodkriney; yet did they forbear : their cenfire

againft: the perlons who erred in that oy
chufing to cxercile all -Longanimity | - vagh
« then . feverity s kiaiviy

Hence ler . the
‘Chriftians of this
age learn Modera-
tion, Modcracions

Moderation: o1

beit ,. when' this

y

thac their, power was. gi
ven more for Edificacioy
then, for . defiroying . ane
mans ‘attainments: in ‘the.
paths of Chriftianity. Hoyp-
lenity would - not ;effcé{.‘thq'

Reformation of the ill manners of-thofe cop.
ruptets or depravers ofthe. Golpel, then., dig

-~ the Apofile lay greater weightupon them ywho

wculd
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thc Judaizers * had (-genem]ly ) been held
- at fome diftance in point of Communion, or
| privileges in the Churches before Pl wrote
| t0 the GallatiansFor fecing that Epifile wiit=

| power the Chuych at Thef~ .

obeyed its with anote, of di=

v .

W) conform’a themfelves to its directions 5 Then

' doubtlefs that Epiftle, 4éts 15. written in the

 the like noke of diftinttion spon all thar did nor

W sher-hood, 2 Thel3.14,15.  ©0° \ g

b - Sothatit is further evident, that a people
| may bé cftcemed Brechrenin Chriff, ox a Church
| of Chrift, and yet. jultly be denyed  commpnion
¢ with other Churches, ox Brethrenin Chriff. For
i the matter i fhoxt Iyeth thus. ‘Asa Brother 15
a member, i relpe@ of that Congregation or

| would mot eaft to trouble the Chusches, G ali-
y 2 i RS s

Nor is thexé any reafon'to doubt but that

W% [alonica to note [uch as dif-  2'Thefiix

finttion from the xeft of the Chriftians who

- name of the grear Affembly at Fevafalems did e+
' very way as much impower all Churches to put-

B obey the [ame 3 which note of diftinétion, how'ﬁi—’ ¥
4 cver it might lic as a bar againft “their .prgﬁ:nt ;
i Communion, yet did it not ' deftroy their Bre-

Church ‘to which he is intmediately fclated.
S0, particilar Congregation 15 but a member 111

SO ton by Paul, Siivanus, and Timothene, did 1m-

Sl
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relpe& of the Charch univerfal, As therefop,

=, amanmay be called a Chriffisn Brorte ang yer e

juftly (for fome canfe) be denyed prefent

ﬁun);on with his fellow Bre:hren ?So, a ?::
gregation may beaccounted a (hwrch 4t Ohriff
and yet juttly be denyed communion [y 5,
Sifter Churebes 5, and chiefly when fhe i

. fucha Church as cinfes divifions and o,

" conirary to the Doélrine which  the Lrinitin, |

Churches received from the Apoftles, All which

. being confidered, may well ferve  to Bitisfie

our Brethren, that we commit fio abfurdie in

wefilfing to comihunicate with themn, though

5 we grant them the Appellation of the Churely

- we have faid.

of Chrift, and Brethrenin particular g5 before

ERE i 7o ) Having.ﬁléwed that gy
Divifion:  againft mannet-o‘t Bivifions Which

~ unflufferable errours, - happen in the Chlﬁrch,’ o

and corruptions are il ]
‘ot - againft  the not pr,operly agamft hCr,

. Churchs but forthe  they being, after 2 fort ra.

Church + - ther nec oy for her Refor-
'mation, then to bring he,

to ¥efolarion, when corruption - in Doltrin,
or manners have. madein vafions. upon _hc:
Though it muft needs be granted that s,

zn/,-/e,_ d.t"oi[in,n;v Aare ~accidentally againﬁ‘ thc
Church, and rhat as for other clufes, o chie.
fly, for thut they are a {candal to the- World,
PN v , 3 : and

d
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. and 4 fumblipg, to weal Chriftians:) It bes
. hoveth that we briefly fhew. what we mean i
' divifions which are. propeily. againft the
- Church, and they are fuchas thefe. 3
| (\q. When borh parties cohsending [rivera [st 89
| fume fin{ul thing, or thelr own devices. =~ 5
gl 2. rehen ph 3’ divide abot that which t nov mes
b ceffary, bnpindifferentonly. i B
L ;‘.]Whmlbepoint in qufﬁiwi,"‘!?.‘?‘.,f’ wch the
! thing f.«mgh[ for s T"/ng? 14‘30” ’}Jf perfom vﬂfﬂi'llf
- whom the controverfie 4 held.. Thofe and. fuch
' like tend only to the tuine of Churches, having
' no tendency at all to Edifications - . o
| The firft of thefe Mewed it felf among the
" Cirimbians, whenthey ftrove to fet up mens
' (ome this man, and others that,and: this in op~ &
| pofition one untoanother,t Cora 1: 12, WHICH
! folly hath been the oyerthrow Of Congregarl= ,
' ons, where mens per{ons have -been admix¢ P
§ and truchinegleded. ) onod s (bobasip z
! . The fecond is iebuked, Rom14- But why
 doft thou judge, thy Brothers or fet _qt.‘naf{qbt thy «
 Brother 2. ( meaning for - things -mdxﬂ“erent){
Therefore who are thos that jud ¢ft anothey mans
o Servant ¢ tohis own Mafter beﬁand; or falls, iz ;
il ;}o fhall be boldsn ups far God 28 able.to mike bim
U ffand, s ey s
il yie  The thixd is detefred, Galis,15. for what- ﬂ
{ focver the queftion was, this was theix fin, they "o
bonet - SRR Sl o ’ did J

/
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b d
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did Lite one amother. “Thus men-may bold' .,
sruch in wrvighreon[nefs, and without Charipy.
fre'flcb Chrift mieerely of envy 10 add thereby [op,,
P liction to the bonds. of theiv brethren, Thof
Iglnd of divifions in -the ages bordering upey
the Apoftles Lecame the: Heathens fpere (and g,
(’lzrtﬂiamjhmm)»upan*r/aeir(pen7/.veafe1-;. dao
:  Letus therefore now réturn-to confider th,
. Nature of that diftemper which hathe-befalle,, | 2
“our body about the fourth principle of Chyig | ("
. his Do@rine) Heb.6. 2. ©
" . TheScarchérshave declared it to be the fi,
{ . ofSchifin; and'thepart diltempered tobe op.
1y the Congregations under the pradtice of |

Eaying onof Haids'; as s evident from the |
| - whole Contexture of their fearch, and the g2
“xelton of the Epiftle prefixed to'it, as if theye
 § ‘were nothihg’amifs in this matter- on. theiy
part who (if T may fo “{peak) have made (ang
defended) a Schifim in the ‘principles of the
Doérine of otir Eord 5 and rtherewithall div;.
~ + ded themfelves from a principle thereof, ‘
" And this word 'SCHISM is taken by the
, ~Searchersnot in a mild {enfey fuch as wherein
. ‘itmay-be taken by propriefyof Speech to fig-
‘nific divifion in foine lower confideration, 3
the word is tranflated, 1 Cor. .10, But they |

‘have hoyled it in thicir application of it t6 the -
Congregations, protetiing the fourth principle

T ' Sl gs s t>

TR
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- matter to brand all thofe
¢ But they fhould have con-
from communion , chicfly
¥ (which is all that hath
been done generally, it {0
" occafion, as hath (at leaft

§ tion) been given for it, i
¢ far from being {ufficient €0

|, their Brethren.,

fraid o
0 Into, i

i 14,r1 perfons among us 1n

-. ‘-tgt}}’c': moft extréam,ﬁgniﬁcatiog,r,::vcn‘that‘o_f =
- Sedstions yea to {ucha degree, as wn=
; ckurched¥all Chyrches but our - PR

L felvess Agifit ywerea light

i Churches for Schifmaticks.
fidered that bareabftaining -
§% at the Table of the Lord
| much havebeen done) and
- that upon fuch_imsmergent,

h in the time of hot conten- -

puts a bar for coming, to the Altar,
xences between Brother and Bxother, only re:
-mains undedided, which bei
ed, mazr jultly caufe the fober
- fraid of fuch a communion as
@t Scarcherswould (bend ov.r

13

e

if we wn=

* Which how wn-
wué thag is, their

‘ewn  Scarch doth

teftific , for there .

‘they confels’ that
‘we own them for
Churches ac  fome
turns - they fay)
bu furely 5 %,tq {gt
go this taune “what

“we confefs themvo
. be'ag any tife » We
" confefs them o be.
acall timc‘s,g‘g :ch :

is a  Churdh, of
Chrift, thoughy ir-
regular in poifit of
. Conftirutions 0L

e bear them outin this their 'r'aﬁ'fib}ggﬁ.égﬁiﬁﬁ
Secing our Savionr hinict
fwhile diffé- »

‘hiunfelf

he, daly confides-
Chriftian to be a-.
(1 perceive) the.

h:ait) involve us

Now, what hath been dor'e by fome paricu-
refpeét of {Churth-rend=
: ings, '

P
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: ,3: ;,i bt uvgi':chlir;hiﬁg other Chu’fcﬁc‘s throug

jgnorance ot prepfferss zea'sas ¥ do not perfeg
know, {o Lwill not in any wile go about ¢ Tk
fiifie. Butfure T am, iti* 1o good groypg
for you toafperfeall our Congregations wigp

{ich mens a¢tions s no more then the like pra.
pofterons actions by fome among you (for fye,

there hath been, both. particalar perfons apng
Congregations)will juftific us to faften the Jj,
reproach upen you, ‘which hitherto ‘we have
“not done , nor intend to take thc'advanrage
of your procreation tedo it now, 03
- ‘And what though there hath been (‘duriy

~the time of thefe contentiofisand oppofit; ot

a diftin@ion in communion between the Coy

- gregations aforefaid, held to be needful',';i;

Jeaft infome things (wherein Chriftians oy,

.- municatingong with anothcr, cannot be Very
comfortable without unity in their Dodtine
‘and pradtice)  yet fure this hath been ‘dope

(generally) without contraéting the guil of

riot {0 done, its juftly feared the guile ‘hagh
been  as great on the onc fide ; as on the o-

~.ther.

"This

ho

S, T

Sobifmon either fidesin relpetof all fuch 5, |
_in the midft.of all thefe diffentions , have ;nain-
rain’d the great engagement of (“harity to.
. wards one another. And for. thofe that haye

—_—
—

=

e

e




, hcldl(l‘(Fefume)by all wife Chriftians, rather
- ofnecefly

| init, partly for' that the truth in queftion
| would otherwife have been flighted ws  thing

- way todeftroy any truth, then to let it' pafs
- with fuch an eftimation. "And partly; fof
#i that contention would ever have been rifing

- between Meémbers of the fame particular com=

thofe divifions. For, what pious Paftor of the
Church can/juftifie his ‘admitting fome to. the
. Lords Tabledvithout imbracing (nay though
| oppofing) thefourth' principle of Chriftianity,
and yet with the fame breath deny another

'i“dgment and pra&iée'f‘muﬁ' 'aaﬂﬁt of on

"% thing out of two (at lealt fo long as the Spirit
ol of contradiction workéth,) vize either fhat
P the parties diffenting may fit down in diftinék

Y_cnc'mg with moft of the principles of our
Religion, one by one till'indeed we have done
| left intixg's as willappear by fingling, -them a=
% part,and yielding to each opintonift the plea

B0° which our Bretbren do ufe in'the cafe de- -

80 pending, which incffed ischis. -
¥ ‘ Bl 4 g WY

.y

, then for any delight they havehad

SEipatss

- bur at meft indifferents And there is no readier

I )

12 4.9
EIEE. O e

munity, and G means remaining to pacifie
 that [iberty ? ' The truth'is, this- difparity in

Congreations, without the offence or grudg=
1 :f%one»againﬁ another, orelfe it muft admit of
1

: ¥ e
> W
: " B :
s i (28 -M<M o i i~ B
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: - ciples of Chrifts: Doétrine as you do- (wh;
: yc?t_lvfear,«é“é»)-cxccpt the tourth ? ‘and‘m‘h

BTN
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- A~Wﬁyfﬁ10uldw&~ﬂ9tﬁt down at the L”mdsl

 Chyiftsdbirine,and a pars of the fiunlation
we deny that Laying on of Hands, which you. | ¥

" hold tobe that'principle. Thisplea being 4.

. Let usbuild with you, tor we own alj the

pringiplesof Religion,, Hel. 6,132, a5 you g,

 except that of Fath, and yetwe fay Faith .

- {fit down in communion with you, for we 2

“wagjin or tradition, yet we own the Dodyige
A fousthpretcndsithey own all the. pyj;
- which wefay isa principle of Chriitianity, the.

“believe the Refarrection. :
i e iR AR

St ook 7 g ' I';na]]y !
R ; :

TG o)
Tablewith yous Secing we own. 2ll the! priy,.

touching that, we fay and believe, thatsée 7,
g -H‘ d-‘ "‘7H b6'2. ” gion ~* )~
jup on of  Hands indeb 6,20 4 4 principle of

S yet

imitted, a fecond comies and pleads thys,

principle according to b6, 1: but we'dep,

. that faich which you fay. is there meang ¢ be |

that principlé. 0 crld |
- A third comesand fays, we have righ¢ X

ownall the principles, Heb. 6. only the Dg.

étrine of Baptifms . which you fay is there 4

meant, we deny. o be.a. principle of Chrifig
Dockrine, and do fay thatit 1s your own juy,.

Baptifms. st

plessicre. only that Refurreétion. of: the ,de;i\

term.an Hamane yunovacion, yet t ey profefs ¢,
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Finallg, there comes othess and profeffes
that they ownall the princip’l'esfof 'Gods.(;‘liaz:: i )T'
cles, Hiu6. ¢e. but withall they deny with
Origen, thatetcrnal judgmént which we hold,
and fay that theré {hall bean univerfalSalvati- =
~ ons and yet they own with® him'a judgment *
‘which s eternal. And upputhc‘('e pretenfions
they demand the priviledges of Chriftians a= == ¢
mong; us inall things. Dt ot E S
Now adimitting layingon of Hands(as oo
hold) to be as: undoubtedly 2 principle of |
“Chrifts' Doétrine;asany of the reft(as that
is our cafe.) - Let our Brethren refolve us how
we thall difpenfe with them in rejedtingand |
oppofing that principle;and yet do nothig at -
all to the prejudice ofany other principles o
part'of the Foundation? =« it :
Certain it is (as before we have hinted) there <

is no Artifice of Sathan: {o likely to wear out |
this or any other tmuch, gs to makeitfubje@ o |
the willsof men, wiz. to admit men to the ‘]

s |

fame degree of Eftimation and fitnefs for com-

munion i the Church;though they deny this
truth, ds if they owited it. And whillt our

Brethren are labouring with all theix might to
‘bring the fourth principle of Chrilts Doftrings
1o this frate of fubjection, others arc as bu~ !
fily tampering with the Doétrine of ‘Baptifm. |
and have prevailed to the great xeproach of 1
| el et ke
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~ ¢hofe Chriftians who have fuﬁércd_ﬁcmmves .. 8

" andthe truth to be thusabufed.
- Open oppofition though too bad, yetis |
more advantagiOﬂS*O‘thc truth, then fuch Pre< f’ﬁ

tended friendthip 5 for triith beingagppofed‘,. . gﬂ
hathftrengthand Authority to withftang its

\ greatcft Adverfary.  Butif once fuliril mon Cree M’

L anmtoxhe Church ander & [pecions protenfe of a0 ﬁ“‘;

- ,-',;g for the krowledge of [vch traths asthey: hay, e (ﬂ.‘,j

defign to. averthrow; thefe prove the greateg [”df

prophanersand fubverters of the ways of Gog %

. inthe world. And whatdevourer fhall wa be ’ 8

able to keep out (that hath bat craft to getoin) |

: if once this door ot difpenfing with ‘Principleg

. ofReligion bzopened? Ao i

" Affiwedly had thofe perfons , Altsthe o, | !

E (the remiffion of whofe fins was evidenced 4‘)1/%

. fromHcaven very eminendly) been admigteq ol

B> to communion , withont {fubmitting ‘tq the |2

B Baptifin.of Repentance for rémiffion of fiy, (ay (08
. Peersqueltion, can any man foréid warery gy |02

I thefe fbonid not be Baptized, which received vl %

Foly Ghift 2 ﬁ:cms;tqintimatethét fome fuch | @

-~ thought might. poilibly dartit GIf ineg the Fﬂf

- breatts of - fome. J At had certainly made g o

[- - thatordinance almoft oy, for whe doch 20t npsm

i a~days prefently (uppefe biw/élf t0 be byptized’ iyl

é e SN e g e bl o 5 '

rsall o : P ool Qup | |8
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Otit Brethren demand - of uss wﬁnb‘r thefe peo

gualsfications which gives right (B prifmy do nop
give vight tothe Lords Table # The anfwer is

 eafic, for Faith and Repentance (as they fay) :
gives right to Baptifm'; but not {o for the =

.

Lords Table, for though Baptifm be no guali= -

- fication for it felf, yetit is a-very necellary

'~ -qualification for the Lords Table. But that we

may reach themtmofk that can lie in this que-~
“fion, we anfwer further ¢ And firfty :

By granting that thofe that are rightly bap-
tized, have: thereppon @ general right to all-

‘the priviledges -and holy "Ordinances - in -the
Churchof God 5 and fo to_the Lords Table
among the reft: Bac then {ccondly,we muft
diftinguifh between this general rights anda ré-
- gular capacizy for_the immedite participarion of

“thefe priviledgrs. The children of Ephrains, €7
- 2 Chron,30.18,19;20. had a right to the Paffc.—

“over in general with the. xelt of the Jfracliter,
‘becaufe they were Circamcifed, . yet fith
they were not cleanfed according to the Purifi-
-cation of the Sanétuary, they were not inare-

gular capacity to eat the Pafleover with the”

- xeftof the Jyraelires, therefore Hezshiah made
“fupplication for them, and it was permitted in

1 “thag fheait, (for they could not do what they
“would becaufe of the fhortnefs of the time)that

W they thould cat the Paffeoyer otherwile then
’ : ks 45

N



extraordinary cafe aswe have fhewed befor,,
. Apain, {uppofe T know that my Brother. hath

_ {omething againft me, when X am going ¢
" the ‘Lords Tables this doth not take -y,

' to the Lords Tableas aforefaid, yet may the

" wiledess. And we fay and have ‘proved thy,

TR .

s it dvas written inthe Law,but” this was 4,

- yight from the _Tabl‘c«)f the Lord Ty
;?hYavf in general with other Chriftians, 0;1Clh

" ow I am not ina regular capacity to particj.

pate. And what though thofe, that are bape;
1char‘ld_ according to Chriits command have rip gt

ot be prepsjieroms in taking their right’; g,
‘there is anorderly way to partake of: our pri.

the next ftep or pring;.

* Lerno man. here ple in Chriftianity to he]
objaft 5 prayer and. B:lptiﬁn\, 18, thap we. ,MX_

hesring the word,

‘which as they are "Puﬂ th‘iﬂ~pr.f](r 7”',;) tl)e ]

‘of necelliy anteces - Joap fition of Hands' fur 4,
dene to our Men= iy Spivit of promife. This

~ berthipyfo_they ares 8 Brethren do niot iny

of psrpecual. ufe in.
the Church,

negled, but: they oppofe

/as a1l humane innovation. Hp-

‘ on this, not brother-only, but the Church baj
- fomething apainft-thenry theyrefufe to be recon.

ciled, unlefs we -allow them in their difohe-
dience, at leaft fo far as to lcave undone thae
which 1s their duty'to do': hence it appeareth,

“that what{oever our » Brethren ‘may fay for

thcm-

e

S
A=

e
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themfelves in scfpect of their -right - tothe . * =
Lords Table, yet we find that in 'tﬁcin, whighy . il
| puts them into an incapacity for their immes s
 diate parriciparion 5 at lealt with thofe Cons f :
. gregations, who religioufly obferve 'that order. ' ¢
" wherein the truthsot God are propofed 0 be. :
b obferved, ‘ ) S TR
~ But hexe peradventure our. Brethren rwill
Aay, theydonor remember that ye have ought 4=
gair fF them in this cafe; TO which it may be
anfwered, that makes the cafe mever thfs-bet- E
- ter in refpeé of them that do know their er~ :
g rour; no more then m'y'Brothers )uﬁifqug 24 Q
8 him(lfin his trefpals againft me,doth leffenhis.
trefpafs, which is fo far from that,that in truth.
it makes it greater, and there is now a neceflity, 5
that thefe two be reconciled before they hes .
- downat the Lords Table rogethers s o SO el
@ 1f yet it thould be faid,we take for gransed the,
chief thing denyed, viz. That our Brethren arg
- offenders in thecafe depending, The anfwer.
s, firft, this objeétion will help, thofe that de-
ny the Baptilm of Repentance againft our.
Brethren, for denying them communion in
their Congregations, asemuchas it willehelp. -
- our-Brethren againfius, for though our Bre-
il thren fay 'they offend in omitting that parteof
.~ Chuifts Do@rine, yet they deny it.2. Thaugh
- our Brethren will needs fuppofe the cafe to be 4
exat 617 G  doubt- i

:\'”""'--‘- -«Mx O
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~ doubtfual whether what wehold in th¢ cafe 4., |8
~ pending be trueorno, itis out of doubt wig,
. us, and fomuch the more as by how much gy,

8 Brechren Iabour to raife new doubtsand - fegy,.
ples abont it;according to that true faying :

> 155 ‘ #hen Blach is rig/;t"] pofired with Wéi:é;
s 75;’, [lﬂ(k’s m//f ddr/(,‘ ﬂﬂl{ H/ﬁ[é d(/tb'ﬂ)‘ine
B L, LY

, . . TheSearchers infift much-vupom “their o, ol
i in order to the accimm dsting the diff’efe'néé i
' depending. To whichTanfwer, had they per |

fifted in that candour and condefcending’ rep, i

per. which latcly fome of them pretendeq 194

s 10, Tt is mot doubed, but the end might haye %
been happy, provided that their bearts “were #o!

e n'fﬁg‘ ace.rding  to thefz prefenfims. But, ¢ be
 plain, by all'that we can as yet underftand fore {145

of them were more politick than piousin fyepy |
theirendeavours, of whicklet this their Spay e W

be.an evidence to Pufterity, -For; even when' we M

were bufily endeavouring to anfwer their copa [

- defeending ‘propofals, with the greatélt comy [P

;. plyante, which with*a good' confcience we [I]
“ could,even then comes our Brethren forth wigly, |
afire-brand of Schilm and Sediriin,  and claps i¢ [ 70
on the backs of our Congregations. Ang
therewithall arms themfelves with the mofy |
SRS ¥ o Clap- [

e

s e

T TR

.‘v
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; Erinciple under cenfideration, wherewith they
- have atany time (fofaras1 know) as yet ad-
- vanced themfelves againft it, which' yet will
. make as little for their Credir, or the Churches
~ Comsfort, as their former attemptsof this kind
- have “done (unlefs ‘God whofe wifdom can
3 br'mg good out of evil, turn itto our ddvan-
- tage
e, o gl s e
- 'And though it i$ true’ there was fome un-
- happy obftruétions of our peacc before ‘they

B hypocrific of fome of the Scarchexs was the
i caufe thereofs w4

4 in‘% on of Hands among them, when they con-
#gt Aider the hot oppofition which fome, of them
f met wich, asfoon as they had done. And its
. known from fome of ‘the moft plain-hearted
gl among them, that though we have’been defi-
i xed to preach the Doctrine of Laying on of
- Hands among them, yet * g
gt mours (which our fouls ab- BB e
vl hor) then that they have any expeétation to
@y fccthe truch by fachpreaching. -~

- 7 1

| Printed théir Search, 0itis as vuethat the =

o Nornced they make fo much of their cr-" :
' mitting the Countrey Elders to preachup Lay-- .

[ it s more to peu[e 4 aur'btf- ® Ex ore judicium.

NEi-

| Clandeftine and {ubtil oppofition againft the

i

) tor mo weapiw {ormed againft the srath flall :




}

W

k.
¢
;-.
:
B
b
&
.
{, ;
§

- -

/

g R ———

(128) ;
- Neither s the complaint of ot By, .
jult at this time, how that they, or Mmany (‘,’f
them would have fubmitted to Laying on of I
Hands, did we not prohibit them comnunc, |
with thofe, with whom they formerly walkeq
For they know that what ever hath been, wheyy

contention was in the higheft about  this mar. il

ter; yet therehach been as much forbeay,
gha; way of late,as could reafonably be deﬁr§§

' and this condeftention (perhaps) mighe i

have encreafed had you as you proniifed, feas
ced your oppolition againtt the truth by o

profefled.. Butnow you . have  reviged the

whole Controverfie, in moft of the Corigreg).

tions in England : And therefore as the caue
of our divifion at the firft was much on theiy

part, whodivided the principles of Chriftiay;. (il

ty and themfelves froma principle thereof, ¢,
the revival, and aggravation (with the preve,.

' tion of ourconcurrance at leaflt inmany things)

will be found at the door of the Searcher, when ‘
he fearcheth well hisown Habitation. 4

" When we confider Puslscharge to Timorhy
toswithdraw frovefuch as had 3 foras, of \Gﬂrin'ine[;:
demying the power.thereof, And his command to

the Church at Thefldenica; to withdrion from .
wery Brother that walkeeh diforderly ;- we cangige
but diflike the tendency of your roth. de.
mand, as if it would follow, that becaufe theye
: ‘ . WEr
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[ tion, and to eat mears effered to Idols, and to hold
i 4 community of Women (a thing fo beaftly as
 fearce fittobe fiamed) thexefore we may not
Jf withdraw from fuch Churches as fuffer fuch
P things. Now ! when yet its evident that the
Lord charges thofe fins fo deeply “tipon thofe
that {uffered thofe Abominations, that with=
| out {i cedy Repentance their Church-ftate
* mulft ge rermoved. But: furely our Brethreni
¥ cannot beignorant that the Lord commends

! {uch of the Churches in Afia,as could niot bear,
but wncharched thofe that wereevil, who faid they
were Jews, and  Apofties, and were not, but “were
the Synagopse of Sathan ; and how vehemently
e xeproves thofe that did not thus {eparate
from fuch evil yorkers, whether Congregati-
‘ons, or particular Members, for {ure there 1s

“cafe. , - i
. Trueit is, That God had mercy for great
- offenders upon repentance,'and there malt be
‘admoniton before they be fpewed -out of the

@' 1nouth. But what will this avail their cafe,;who

! being intreated and cxhorted to turn from the
. ‘errour of their way, and’ diligehily taught

. poﬁtim" ¥l o i

’

vere fome finfully fuffered in fome Chusches
of old, who taught Guds peaple to commit fornicas

but one Law for fewor for many in this.

" coricerning the trugh, yet perfift i their gp- ,
e o The
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The flight expofition which the Searcher
givesus of 2 Jobn 7. 9. Verfes, is no more to
e commended (as I conceive) then theie Aq.
verfaries unwary fyllogifm from thence - See. | gl
tng it 1s not all that confefs that Jefus Chrig | g)’d
P with \ '1:/"{‘

is come inthe fleth, thathath fellow(h;
the Fatherand'the Son. For that is the feng |
of the Searchers, or elfe they muft tell yg how | g
sany of Chrifts Doctrines or teachigs mugt | i
be owned as neceffary to mens communiop, | 4
with God and Chrift 5 which will puzz)e the
Searchers asmuch asany body elfe, their fig,,.
sifhesand reflexions againft others notwigh. 0
flanding. Norneed we fay much to oy Bre. Ws!
threns demands,which they ground on a Sippee |t
fitisn of she truth of oar opinion, conﬁdering what an4
we have faid already, for if that we holq 3, | o
the truth, it 4s [uch a truth as may not be dgir. tﬂﬂ
penfed with or neglected without manig i
danger to thexelt of the principles of Religion. |
as hath been thewed s It fhall therefore Now gﬂ
fuffice for the tryal of the confciences of ottt Pﬂ“‘
Brethren in this matter, that we appeal ¢4
them touching the like fervice in anothor cafe, | g
namely, the Laying on of Hands in the Ording;. )
on of Officers in “the Church, which fome of |1,
them will have to be that principle, Heb, s,
though others of them #1662 that erronecons, {o wé
‘et our Brethren had Yit de caufe to upbraid v o

ab()'ut V|
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| about fome differing apprebenfions about the end
o that Miniftration, fith thémfelvesare divided
bothabout the end and rhe prineiple it [elf. L{ays
"4 put eafe now, that fome among you fhould de= =
g 1y the Layng on of Hands ont Officers ro be in=
( [tuned of God,"and tellyou it is an inmovation of
§ man (to fay no worfe) and that you have no
“f command from God for it 5 and thercupon
"¢ they bring all the Arguments agaift you
which you devife againft us. And not only {o,
bqt they carry on all the Affairs of the Church
i without any regard had tothat orderly way of
. ordaining men to Office by prayer with the
Layingon of Hands. Only, becaufeits your
bumonr tohavemen fo ordained, therefore. in
condefcention to your weaknef:, and that they -
* may the better Lring you off thae nfege they per-
i mit you once, twice or thrice,ge. to preach up
4 fucha thing in their Congregations. Do you ;
#4 ncw make (o little confeience of that Laying \
% on of Hands which you practice, and that asa ‘
%8 part of the Foundation ( fay fome of you) as
| that you could maintain a free and chearful
“J communior with fuch perfons? Howfoever
zou miay fhufflle in this cafe, confidering the li- .
., .Crt{ whichyou encline to in the other, yet .
furely were you free from that temptation, you -
would find no finall ditficultics to hold fuch
- cemmunion with thofe who fhould not only -
K2 make
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evoid, buteven defpife (for “tis no ber. ,
* tér) that whollome and Divine order which, t}

\God hath lefe for the  Government of hig b
Asfor general Affemblics, which are ordaineq

for general Controverfies; and which through
the bleffing of God are the beft expedient un.
derthe Sun,  for compofing divifions in the
~ Chusches. Herethe liberty of Chriftians fhoylg. -
bes yea, muft’bemaintain’d,: though they dif.,
fer right rauich dn theiropinions in mattess of

Religion, and thercfore we have (indeed) «ve

Chiiftianly admitcedithe Seerchers to fuch oy,

Affemblics ;5 knowing well, thatnot only ‘the

Chriftiansin the ages bordering upon the Prip;,

; tive, but evenithe Apoftles of onr Lord did allpy, |
£ Chriftians of very different perfwafions, freely, |44
to deliberate: on things' propounded in fuch
Affemblics.” Buc yet we litcle thought that gy
I . Brethren wouldhave abufed usin'the fight of, ' | ¢
| theWorld, for this our Chriftian refpedt tg., |
wards them, asif we wereinconfiftant with oug, o
pirinciples in firch our condefcentions;unlefs ye
‘alorcommunicate with' them at the Lords “Fa.
ble. Surely thid'kind of dealing is unlikely 1o
‘effed the peace and concord ot our ‘toe muchy
divided Congregations, .~ T
: «For 'my pert, Tcould heartily with thae a)
+ thelCongregations of Chriftians 1a7 the Worlg . -
e¥nre : A ; thar

R S
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that are baptized according tg. the appoi N
ment of Chrift, ¢ Macr.28. 19. Mark 16. 1

Afts 3.3¢. would make one (anfiffory (atlca
ference among them, For, if this be not ad~_

maining (as I conceive) to heal their divifions,
and confequently to obtain that peace which
fhould rule in'the hearts of all Gods people, be-
caufe they ase thereunto called in one ( univers
fa) body. .. R

And ‘herein (I conceive) an union 11 the
main mauy be_held, though in our particulag
commiunities , for the avoiding ( otherwife
incvitable) irfconveniencies, weare conftrained
to0 hold fome diftinétions. For,itisone thing
2o for[ake the Church of Chsift;and another to

Congregation, asin the time of Reformation,
will needs ftay behind in the fieps of irregula=
titys The firft can be no other than Schifim,fith
there can be no caufe to forfake the Church of
God, thongh there may be canfe to forbear
communicating, with {fome particular Mem-
bers.or Congregations thereofi The other isfo

far from Schsfrs , that itis more truly called
Reformation, nor doth it follow that becaufe we
_efufe to communicate with our Brethren in

K 3 ! Re.

/

{ometimes) to confider of the matters in difs -

anitted, there 1s no  means under Heaven re-

ccafe communicating with fucha. particular

Fheirirregular progcedings in the matters of -




(124) : ,
Religion, that therefore we reje@ theminthope, | i
rinciples of truth which they do religiblzl?la‘ ; :gt
obferve, and zealoufly profefS: neither is oy | ga
} diftinguifhing our Congregations from thejys. | oft
‘ {0 much afeparation from them, asa Refore,,; {
on of our felyes, fothat the 10.and 11, do. | it
, mands of the Searchers might well have been mj}’
\ {pared, fith as things ftand among us, they aya | (I
not only unneceffary,but I fear may prove very fdl
~pernicious to the peace of our Churches.
r ~ Let me now conclude with a free Word ¢4 },isl
the Brethren of both perfivafions; And thatis. |
to befeech you to confider one another as Bre': (gfﬂe
thren, and not as Adverfarics, and as Brethrey, | 4
to put on Charity one towards another; anq | gt
chiefly you that are zealous for the principle | (!
under debate 5 the more you walk in the truth, | @ :
the more it concerns you to fthew forth youy |y
works with mecknefs of wifdom, and to g. |y
~ bound in that gift of the Spirit which hopeth | g
- and believethall things, which doubtlefs® wify |
teach you to believe this of your Brethren j | 1
.general, that if they faw the truthas you do ,11115‘
they would be nothing lefs zealous for it the;; Brffh
your felves, and confider in the mean time ag e
: Eh;y are erroneous in our judgments (and cep=- W
tainly erroncous they are) {0 we feem tobe o |
them. And though the confequence of theiy it
rejecting one principle of Religion, do indeed | i
endan- |

e ———
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endanger the reft , yet let us believe, thae if
they were awar of this, they would abhor fuch
an opinion as doth fo prejudice the Do&rine
of Chrift. ‘
_Our Brethren do err, it is true, but they err ?
with a conftience void of errour, becaufe (as :
may be hoped Jtheyknownot that theyerr.Now
Charity fuffereth long, and iskind, is not puf-
fed up againftany that zealoufly ferve the
Lord, though perhaps they err from many of
his Precepts. Charity is not the companion of
that excefs of indifereet zeal which abounds in :
{ome men, for it knoweth that temperance is
as neceffary in our zeal, as mercy is in judg~
ment, violent Spirits feldom or never doth the . |
4%y Church fervice without differvices And let us
Cy confider that the tructh we ftand for, hath no
oy need of our paflions to defend it 5 no, its own
. authority will fupport it againft the firongeft
0% oppofition, therefore fez yonr moderition appear &
ol 80 all men. o
i, To the Brethren on the other fide, Let mé
@y thus fpeak , beware that you dcfpife not your
Brethren efpecially you that are men of parts,
becauft you being taken for Brethren of high
- depree, muftnow if you own the truth which
. youhave oppofid, feem to be abafed-You that
. have been Inftruéeers of the fimple, muft now -
fearn of Babes, or ot leaft fuchthings as per=
: : S B tains
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tains to Babes.. Whereupon if you ask S
confciences, 1am. perfwaded you (orar legp
fome of you) have met with fuch reafonings
as once a 'Wife man met with upon an Occafion
like to this, when he reafoned with his friend

" after this manner, Becanfecthers are 40ne befops,

“ s it a fbame for s 1o come after? erisit not rathey

& grea: [bame not st all to go after tb{m. Aug,

~ Confefl: 1.8.c 8.

And let it be confidered how upon the dif
covery ofthe right manner of Baptizing (for
men had forfaken the way of God both i the
{ubjeét and manner .6f that Ordinance) theye
~was found akind of necetlity for Chriftians of
ancicnt flanding,as it were to begin again.And
yet fome then,(‘as you now ) was by no Mcang
to be prevailed’ with , but would (at leat)
have the way of baptizing left to every Mang

liberty (asyou would have the 4th princ;plc),

and now the Lord hath pleaded that caufe
when no other endeavour could prevail, fo,
thofe that ftumbled at that truth, are ina mqy,.
ner wholly extinét in this Nation, whili thofe

‘that imbraced itare bleffed with great cncreafe,

And what {hall befall you if to your difobed;.
enceyou fhall add pertinacity, a litgle time may

_determine,

- By that which hath been faid you may

€ra
ceive (Brethren ) how the cale ftands s

betwcu




us, gladly would we have communion with

ful want (as of {ome may

ciple of Chriftian Religion, ©fyot = - - .
aftd thepewithallyOuy €= “-% e (S RS
deavours to deprive ourChurches of it(as is t00

which is fo much defired, and how it fhall be
obrain’d is the bufinefs for timeto determine,
and O that the fet time were come. Mean
while we muft leave the Sparchers, and their

caufe all the Churches to know that it » B
that fearcheth the bearty and tryeth he Reins,y and.

you inall Chriftian priviledges, but your will-

befeared * ) of one prin- % At leaft fome of

evident to be denyed) puts a ftop: to that -

- [ferrclisur felves, and our Sigk, to him thaf;yi?ilr '

will give toevery man Accarding‘,ﬂ_ﬁ’, m'k ﬂ’d{
‘be’ T "'"7’.",?,‘.
4
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