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To the Reader.
REadcm, Least you fhonld think_that the agree

ment of all bere written (i fenfe and very

much in words) with what I have Publifhed,

doth fignifie that it is not wholly the Authors work, but
any of it mine, I do truly acquaint yon that he never fo
mnch as acquainted me with his writing it 5 nor did 1
read it all before I gaveit to the “Printer 3 nor did Lalter,
adde or diminifb one word in all the book. “But as we
were of one Mind and Heart, onr agrecment s 10 Won=
Jer And his widow (the danghier of the fartons Dr.
Twile) affurcth nee that feveral eminent N onconfor-
ming Divines faw it and approved it 5 as 1 doubt mot
but moft others will do whenthey have ferionfly perufed
it :
“But, alas, 1 that bave known thefé twenty years, what

other defignes kave been in Jowse mens heads, inconfiftent
with all fich indeavours for our C oncord, and how power-
fidl thofe men kave been who profefs, [that thereis mo
way of Concord, and avoiding Schifme, but by obey-
ing the Governing Univerfal Church, which hath
the power of Univerfal , Legiflation and Judge-
ment, which is a Forreign Jurisdiction 517 /&, I that
kuow this muft needs kuow, how little more than the
fatisfying of our Confciences , firch pacificatory endea-
vours as thefe do fignifie. “But as nty dear Brother
dyed in the comfort of - Chrifts judgment [Blefled are
the Peacemakers] the reft of #s wait in hope fé to dye.

Richard Baxter
Feb. 10, 1681.



Several Tracls nop-yet! Printed,  prepared for the Prefs,
and left ynder Mr. John Corbett’s own band-
11ng - intended fhortly “to be “Publified ; are as
Jollows 5 !

o The prefent Ecclefiaftical Government,
compared with the Ancient Epifcopacy.

3. A Confideration of the prefent State of Con-
formity inthe Church of England.

4. A Difcourfe of the Church and of the Minifiry
thereof,

5. A Tratt of Certainty and Infallibility.

6. Of Divine Worfhip, in three parts; 1. Of
the Nature, Kinds, Parts and Adjunés of Divine
Worfhip. 2. “Of Idolatry, 3. OFf Superftition
lefs than Idolatry. :

7. His Humble Reprefentation of his Cafe, touch-
ing the Exercife of his Miniftry.

8. Difcourfcs between Dr. Guuning, late Bifhop
of Clickefter, and himfelf 5 wherein are feveral
Humble Defences made both as to his Principles
and Practice.

9. “An humble endeavour of fome plain and brief
Explication of the Decrees and Operations of God
about the free Actionsof Men. More efpecially of
the Operations of Divine Grace. e ‘

10, Matrimonial Purity.

I. F:E VHE true Seate of the Ancient Epiftopacy.
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An Account given by fome deprived Mnifters,

their judgement and practice, &rc.

< HE manifold reproaches heaped upon the Non-

conformifts, among whom it is our lot tobe

numbred, have filled the whole Nation. Our

Religion hath been reprefented as a mixture of

folly and villany ; our principles and tempets as turbulent,

feditious, and utterly inconfiftent with the peace of Church

or State ; and our pretences as frivolous and often baffled. Our

Governours have been admonifhed to beware of us as their

worft and moft dangerous enemies, and excited to ufe the
utmoft feverities againft us.

Hereupon it behoves us to humble our felves in the fight
of the Lord, and to implore his mercy, and to bear his juft
tebukes in the unjuft reproaches caftupon us by men ; alfoto
fuffer thefe indignities with Chriftian patience, andto fhew our
felves reconcilable to thofe, who have been fo adverfe to USy
and to endeavour peace and concord with them, if it be pof-
fible, many of whom we fuppofe.to have been acted in_this
matter with an undiffembled zcal, though not regulated by
found knowledge or due charity, but hurried with unreafon- -
able prejudice and paffion. We hold it alfo our duty notto
negleé our own neceffary vindication, but in honeft fimplicity
to make known to all, what principals and pracrices we
own and ftand to. Though we are taught and encouraged
to labour and fuffer reproach, and to reckon ita very {mall

thing, to be judged by man’s judgment, yet weare bound to
B vindicate
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vindicate our innecence for the truths fake, and out of chari-
ty towardsall men to provide, whatinus lies, that none ma
take an occafion of ftumbling inus. And here it (hall fuflice
us only to makea true reprefentation of our felves, having
this confidence, that the bare ftating of our cafe will be our
fufficient defence.

1. Tuthe ficlt place we declare, that with us the kingdom
of God isnot Conformity or Nonconformity as fuch, but
Chriftianity or real Godlinefs, which is moft fummarily com-
prized in the baptifmal Covenant of Grace, and more expli-
citely yet briefly in theCreed, Lords Prayer and Decaloge,and
atlarge and moft perfe@lyinthe Holy Bible. A religioufnefs
made up of little opinions, and modes, and phrafes, and (i
dings with this or the other party, is none of ours, though

~ weé are injurioufly perfonated infome late writings, toack fuch
a part. . Faith, hope and love is the effence of our Religion,
and with us differences in things not cffential, do not make
different Religions.  V Ve difdain our being of a'party as fuch;
And though the godly be a peculiar ‘people,“we confine not
godlinefs to any peculiar way narrower than mere Chriftia-
nity. We make no Humane additions in Sacred things, nor
any mutable circumftances-to be the terms of Chriftian Fel-

towfhip.

-

} 2. Accordingly we feck not the advancement of any Seé
or Party, to the mjury or negle& of the Univerfal Church,
or Chriftian caufe, orthecommon good. Andas we are no
faction, we know  that Fadioufmefs is not our Intereft, but
turns to our greateft lofs. Our aims being Chriftian and Ca-
tholick, we feck theincreafeof the vifible Catholick Church,
or the whole Society of men profefling truc Chriftianity, in
order tothe increafe of the Church invifible, or the Society
of Regenerate Chriftians, - And to thefc ends we defire aud
moft approve the primitive fimplicity in Doctrine, Worfhip,
and Difcipline, And herein we boalt not, as if we werethe

i only
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otily men  of the Primitive Chriftian Spirit, but we anfwer
them, who havetrampled upon us as an impertinent trifling
Sedt,

3. We heartily own the Proteftant Reformation in Do-
Qrine, and particularly thatof the Church of England, con-
tained inthe Ninc and Thirty Articles, except thofe Two or
Three that relate only to fome of our prefent differences, and
not at all to the Doérine of Faith and Sacraments.. And we
greatly efteem the foundnefs of the Doérine contained in the
Homilies. We unfeignedly affent to the fenfe of his Majeftics

.Declaration concerning Ecclefiaftical Affairs in that Paflage,
whereinhe juftly rebukes thofe that had the hardynefs to pub-
lith, that the Dodrine of the Church (againft which no man
with whom he had conferred, hadexcepted) ought tobe Re-
formed as well as the Difcipline. : :

Beit here obferved, that fome Conformifts tell us, that
they beartily fubferibe to the Nine and Thirty Articles, taking
the liberty of interpretation, that is allowed by the Chitreh her Jelfy
l‘ht?{t‘gla it be moft reafonable to prefume that fhe requires [~
Jeription tothem, a to an Inflrument of Peace only ; And for
this, the Teftimony of an eminent Bifhop is cited, fayings
The Church of Englanc doth not define any of thefe Queftions as
neceffary to be believed neceflitate medii, or pracepti which %
much lefs, but only to bind her Sons, for Peace [ake, notto op-
pofe them.  But for our parts we believe the very truth of the
Doérine contained in them, according to the genuine fenfe of
the words.

4. We are not athamed conftantly to affirm, that the word
of Godisthe perfect Rule of Divine Faith and VVorthip ;
and we apprehend thatit is not Lawfull for the Church, or
any power upon Earth, to make new worfhip of the fame
common nature and reafon, with thofe univerfal and perpc«
-tual Ordinances, which the word hath already made. Ne-

verthelefs particular modes and accidents, and mere circuni-
B 2 ftances




(4)

ftances of worfhip, which are.common to it, with all Hu-
mane actions, are left to’the determination of Humane Pru-
dence;, according to the general Rulesof Scripture. And we
take fuch determination in thofe mattersto be no additionto
God’s word, and no6 argument of the defectivenefs of his
Laws, but merelyan application of the general Law in par-
ticular cafes, as the Law it felf doth warrant. A firm agree-
ment of the Non-Conformifts with the Church of England,
in the fubRantial parts of God’s worfhip, hath been long fince
manifefted in their Papers prefented tohis Majefty. We ftill
acknowledgethe lawfulnefs of afctform of Liturgy for mat-
ter agreable to God’s word, and fuited to the nature of the
feveral Ordinances, and to the neceffities of the Church: yet
the Minifter thould not be fo confined to it, as not to make
ufe of his own gifts of Prayer and Exhortation. VVe flill
profefs that we are obliged to do all things decently and in
order : but we are not fatisfied in the lawfulnefs of fuch Ce-
remonies, as in their defigned end feem to draw to near to the
{ignificancy and moral efficacy of Sacraments, and which have
been rejected by many of the Reformed Churches abroad.
And we believe that God’s worfhip is beft managed for the
Exterior form thercof, when it hath lealt of Humane mix-
tures in things unncceffary adjoyned and appropriated there-
unto.

5. We intirely own that Miniftry, that God hath fet in the
Church, whether extraordinary and temporary as that of the
Apoftles, orordinary and perpetual, as that of Bifhops or
Paftors, and Teachers. VVe believe that it is Chrifts high
prerogative, tranfcending all Humane authority to inftitute
Spiritual Offices ; (how be it there may be Offices circa fucra
of ‘man’s appointment) That Spiritual Officers receive their
authority from Chrift as the immediate Domor thercof by his
Charter (thoughtheir defignation to their Office it not ordi-
narily immediate without man’s interpofing ) and confequent-
ly they are Chrift’s immediate Stewards, commiffioned by

him
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him and accountable to him, each one for himfelf in particu”
lar ; Thatthe power of the Keys for binding and lofing, for
retaining and remitting of fins 1s cflential to a Presbyter or
Bithop ; That Minifterial power is delivered by Ordination,
as by way of folemn inveltiture ; and that each particular
Church ought to have their proper Bithop or Paftor, (one
or more) refiding among them for all Minifterial duties, whe
hath no coercive power upon the bodies or eftates of men,
and may rule them by no ?é%er inftrument, than the Sword of
the Spirit, which is the word of God, working upon their
Confcicnces, and their outward ftanding in the Church.

6. The Church being the Lord’s heritage and portion ought
not to lye comnion, but muft be fenced with Chrift’s Spiritual
Difcipline, that it be not laid waft and loft in a VVorld of
Ungodlinefs breaking in upon it. “This charge is committed
to the Paftors, who are accountable for the fame to the chief
Shepherd. By the order of the Church of Eagland all Pref-
byters were charged, till very lately, in the form of ordain-
ing Minifters, ro adminifter the Dottrine, Sacraments and Dif-
cipliney asthe Lord hath ordained, andas this Realm hath re-
ceived the fame. And thatthey mightthe better underfand
what the Lord hath commanded, the Eghortation of St. Paul
to the Elders of the Church of £phefis was appointed to be
read to themat the time of their Ordination. Take beed to
your [elves and to all the flock o over which the Holy Ghoft bath
made you over-[eers to rule the Congregation of God, which he ;
bath pitrchafed with lhis myn blood. Admiffion into the Church |
by Baptif{m is one act of Pafltoral Government, and includes
the judging of thetitle of the party to befoadmitted.  That

- which we require inthe adult for their vifible Church-Mem-

berfhip, is their intelligent owning of the Baptifmal Cove-
nant by a ferious profeflion, there being no notoriety or proof
of an invalidating contradiction. Other parts of Difcipline
are the publick admonition of fcandalous offenders, and in-
joyning of penitence, the Excommunication of the obftinate,

: ; and
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and the abfolation of the penitent. This Spiitual Govern-
ment is not to be managed with external force and terror, like
the fecular power, but by Reproof, Exhortation and Do-
étrine, that the offender may be convinced and judged in his
own Confcience.  And we take it for a great reproach to
Chrift’s Difcipline totell the VVorld, that it is a powerlefs
thing of it felf, and infufficicnt to obtam its end, unlefs the
temporal Sword inforce it. Yet we would not have the
Chuich deftitate of the Magiftrategg due afiuftance and encou-

ragement.

7. As touching the form -of Church Government, the
Scripture-bifhop or Evangelical Paftor we do and ever did
acknowledge. Likewife we neither do nor ever did renounce
the Epifcopacy or Prefidency, which was of an ancient Ec-
clefiaftical Cuftom, asin the time of Jgnatins, yea or of Cy-
prian.  Bithop Ufhers model of Government by Bithops and
Arch-bifhops with their Presbyters, was by fome of us pre-
fented to his Majefty, as a ground-work of accommodation.
King Charles the Firft in his difcourfe touching the differences
between himfelf and the two Houfes in point of Church
Government, declares his judgment in thefe words, Thar be
2 not againft the managing of the Epifcopal Prefidency in one
many by the joynt connfell and confent of many Prefbyrersy but
that be had offered toveflore it as a_ fit means to avoid thofe ervors,
and corriptions, and partialities, which are incident to any one
pany alfo to avoid tyranny which becomes no Chrifliany leaft of
all Church men s befides it will be a means totake awaythar odium
and burden of affairsy that maylye too heavy on one mans. [houl-
dersy as he thaughe it did formerly onthe Bifhops here.

VVe judge the Epifcopal or Paftoral Office to be a perfonal
truft, notto be difcharged by delegation to others, and efpe-
cially that it cannot be deputed to them that are not Bifhops
or Paftors, and that fecular perfons cannot adminifter that
power , which intrinfecally belongs to Spiritual Officers.

And we cannot juftifie any Ecclefiaftical Government ina fta-
. ted
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ted bergaving of the Paltorsof pavticular Churches of that
power,. thatiseffential to their office;” and in a ftated hinder-
ing of the effeciual excrcifeof Church Difcipline, -

8. We deteft all manner of Sacriledge, and we think we
arcas willing asany others, that it {hould be noted and repro-
ved, and thatone kind thereof, -theunjuft alienation of Lands
and Goods, devoted tothe Church’s ufe for the fupport of
Gods fervice, we utterly condemn.  But there are thofe that
think they can never enough inveigh againft this kind, yet
fear not to commit the fame fin in other inftances, which are
notlefs abominable, as the Sacriledge of Pluralifts;, Non-re=
fidents, and all negligent and infufficient. Minifters, who de-
vougthat which is Holy, taking the Minifterial benefice,. and
not performing the fervice. - Amnd to alicnate perfons and
gifts, that have beenfolemnly confecrated to God, we take to
be real Sacriledge. :

9. Weare as willing as any othersto take notice of the
heinous fin of Schifm. But we earneftly defire many that cry
out againft Schifmaticks, more impartially to confider” the na-
ture of this fin, andtohateit in its full extent. We know
- the neceflity and excellency of Chriftian Unity and Concord,
and the dcformity and mifery of divifion, and earneftly pray
that Chriftian Charity might be fo confpicuous, that all may
know that we are Chrift’s -Difciples by -our loving oue ‘ano-
ther. Weare for building the Church’s Unity upon its only
adequate Foundation, which is Jefus Chrift, the fame yefter-
day, and to day, andfor ever 5 and in vain do - any hope to
build it upon a narrower Foundation. ~ Weare again(t the de-
vifing of new Articles of Faith, and new parts of Religion,
and the . inforcing of Oaths and Subfcriptions to the fame.
We require fubfcription or ingagement to no more than the
Holy Bible, and if any {werve fromthe truth in wicked er-
ror or practice, let them be tryéd and judged by that unalte-
rable Law, which themfelves have affented to, And} we

: thime
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think this the fureft way to preferve the Chriftian Church in
foundnefs of Dottrine, integrity of Life, and Holy Peace.
But if the fetting forth of a publick confeflion of Faith or Ar-
ticles of Religion be infifted on, we allow itasa rule to Prea-
chers, whomay be punifhable, if they preach contrary Do-
&rine, though they be not inforced to fubfcribe to every Tit-
tle. Moreover we hold not our felves obliged to forfake a
true Church'as no Church, for the corruptions and diforders
found therein, or tofeparate from its worlhip for the tolera-
ble faults thereof, while our perfonal profeflion of fome er-
ror, or pradiceof fome evil is not required as the terms of
our Communion. How beit we are not fo indifferent in this
matter as to make no difference between Churches and Pa-
ftors. The more pure and powerfull adminiftration of God’s
Ordinances is to be preferred before that whieh is more faul-
ty and lefs effectual.  And here again we acknowledge, that
in this preferrence due caution muft be ufed.  VVe muft not
refpect our own particular benefit before publick peace and
order, and the general good.

10. VVe believe that the power of civil Magiftrates is
God’s Ordinance, neceflary for the Government of the world 5
that their whole authority is derived from him, and fubordi-
nate to him, the only univerfal and unlimited Sovereign
Lord ; That God’s Glory and the Eternal Salvation of men,
are higher and nobler ends of their authority than temporal
profperity and peace, that all their decrees and execurions
thould chiefly refer to thefe ends. and that in their way they
are charged ‘with the Souls of men under their jurifdiction.
VVe acknowledge that Supreme Magiftrates have. a civil fu-
premacy in all ecclefiaftical matters, and a political Epifcopa-
cy over the Paftors of the Church, intheir facred adminiftra-
tions, and may compell them to the performance of their
duty, and punifh them for their negligence or mal-adminiftra-
tion, that they may call Synods, and make Canons, and

warrantably thus reform the Church, when it ftands in need
of

e i e e

e e a2 .




C9) i
of Reformation. Aciordingly we acknowledge the King
Supremacy inallcaufes, and over all perfons, Civil and Ec-
clefiaftical, in thefe his Majefties Realms and Dominions.
Moreover we believe that thehigher powers are not to be
mere Executioners of the judgments of Ecclefiafticks, but
that they may and muft be Judges thereof themfclves, in or-
der to their own exccution ; That their great and proper
work about Religion is to incourage and inforce obedience
to the Divine Laws, and in fubferviency thereunto, to de-
termine fuch things circa facra as are requifite in general, but
in the particulars are left undetermined of God ; Likewife
that by moderate penalties they may reftrain perfons of im-
pious Principles, as Atheiflts, Infidels, Hereticks' from vent-
ing their wicked errors, and from any open impious prac-
tice; andthat they may conftrain men to ufe fuch means as |
God hath made Univerfally neceffary to bring the ignorant
toknowledge 5 but not to profefs cither in word or deed
what they believe not, or to take that which God hath made
the fpecial priviledge of believers. Laftly, Their imperial
Government in Religion (hould be mixed with a paternal cle-
mency and tendernefs, according to the meckuefs of Chrift,
whofe Servants they are, not only as Chriftians but as Ma- .

giftrates.

13. Itis our Principle, that Humane Laws bind the Con-~
fcience, or (to fpeak more properly) the fubjeds in point of
Confcience, not by a primary obligationas the laws of God
do, butby afecundaryand fubordinate, as from a power de-
rived from God. As it isan evident and important truth,
that Inferiors ought to obey their Stperiors for Conftience
fake, foitis as evident and important, that when Mens com-
mands contradi¢t the commands of God, it is God and not
man that mut have the preeminence in our obedicnce.
WV Vith usit is no controverfie, whether the King or Confci=
ence be the Supreme Governour. It is the Magiftrate only

that enacts publike laws, and hath the publike decifive judg-
C ment



( 10)

ment, whether accordingto his Laws we are juftifiable or
condemnable. As for Confience it is no Governour at all,
butonly a difcerner of our duty, and an internal witnefs for
us, or againftus, accordingto our practice 3 and confequent-
ly it is concerned to know the will of God, and whether the
commands of men be confentaneous or contrary thereunto,
which men call the judgment of difcretion. If the Magi-
ftrates command be juft, the Subjects pretending againft its
lawfulnefs cannot juftifie his difobedience ; and if the com-
mand be finfull, his judging it to be lawfull cannot excufe his
doing of itfrom being fin. It isthe Subject’s duty in thefe
cafes ficlt to lay by his error, and then to at according to
trath and right, and for that end to ufe the beft means for his
own true information. .

Whereas fome teach, that when we doubt of the lawful-
nefs of the thing enjoyned, and are certain that obedience
to authority is aduty, we muft do the thing ; VVe conceive
that we cannot be certain of our obligation, to obey ina cafe
wherein we are not fure of the lawfulnefs of the thing com-
manded, becaufe weare fure we muft not obey the Magi-
ftrates command in thingsunlawfull, and our ignorauce or er-
ror cannotalter our obligation to Gods Law.  Here is there-
fore an uncertainty on either fide, and perhaps the danger
may be greater on the fide 9f obeying than refuling. For
poffibly theinjunction of a_heinous fin may be the matter of
the uncertainty, and in this ftreight we apprehend it more
unfafe and lefs excufable, to choofe the greater before the
teffer fin, though indeed it be lawfull to choofe neither.

V Ve hold not that an indifferent thing becomes unlawfull by
being commanded, but on the contrary, that a thing indiffe-
rent before the Magiftrate’s command, doth after the com-
mand become a duty, it being fuch as he hath authority to
command. Indeed we cannot receive the Dictates of fome
men, who have written too daringly about Confcience, in
reference to Humane Powers.  VVe boalt not of fuch Prin-
ciplesas make men of duflile ConfCiences, obfcquiouz tF all

cligns
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defignsand interefts, but we embrace fuch as will keep the
Church and VVorld inorder.

14. VVhen the higher powers command what God for-
bids, though weare bound not to perform it, yet we muft
be fubje&, and not refift, but patiently fubmit to fuffering.
The caufe of Religion doth not warrant Subjedis to take
arms againft their Lawfull Prince, nor may they, by armed
violence againft authority, attempt the publique reformation
thereof. We hold thatit isunlawfull by the conftitution and
laws of thisKingdom, for any Subje&sto take arms againft
the King, his Office, Authority or Perfon, or by force of
arms to refilt any Magiftrate or Officer, legally Commiffio-
nated or Authorized by him, yea Subjeéts are bound not on-
Iy not torefift but to affift and defend their Sovereign with
their Eftates and Lives, and the Preachers of the Gofpel ought
to teach the people obedience and loyalty, and to indeavour
to root out all Principles of Sedition, Rebellion and Difobe-
dience. VVe believe that we areunder no Bond or Obliga-
tionto aé any thing contrary to thefe our avowed Principles.
And we further make known our deteftation of all the indig-
nity and violence offered to the perfon of our late Sovereign,
and efpecially that moft horrid execrable fa&t of taking away
his life, asalfo the ufarpations and violent change of the Go-
vernment that did accompany the fame, againft which crimes,
while they were carryed on, the brethren of our perfwafion
openly protefted evento the faces of thea&ors.

Touching Government and Obedience we know no con-
troverfic between us and the Conforming Clergy, thatis pure-
ly Moral or Theological. Indeed tkere hath™ been political
and law controverfies, refpecting the different conftitutions
of States and Kingdoms. Now fome men to ferve their
own defigns have made thefe to be taken for differences in
Religion, when as they are agitated among States-men and
Lawyers, without refpeé to any difference in Religion, and
with much variety and uncertainty of opinion. And as forus
we publiquely profefs to afcribe as much to Princes.and Sove-
G2 reign
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reign powers, asis afcribed to them by the ancient Chriftian
Church in any gencral Councell, or by any Proteftant Charch
inany Synod or publike Confeffion thereof. And in the po-
litical Queltions about royal prerogatives, and the priviledges
of Parliaments, and the peoples immunitics, we interpofe
notat all, for they are out of our Sphere, but in refercnce
thereunto weacquiefce in the determinations of the laws of
this Kingdom.

15. VVe doubt mot but this free and open dealing will be
our defence againft thofe licentious "V'ongues and Pens, that
have proclaimed the Religion of the Non-Conformifts tobe a
Foolifh Religion, whenindeed itis no other than the Religi-
on profeffed by the Church of England ; and that our Prin=
ciplas of Government havea palpable inconfiftence with the
wellfare of Governours, when we offer an appeal concern-
ing it to the whole Chriftian Church, both of the prefent and
former ages. :

As for our ftate of Nonconformity, it is our grievance
and diftrefs, and itisnot in the power of our own wills to

helpus.. VVe affeé not fingularity, difunity or diffent from.

others, and fo far as we are conftrained to it, we take it for
our infelicity. - We gradg not at the liberty of others, but
ate fo far glad on the behalf of able and faithfull men, as they
arein a capacity of more publike fervice for God and his
Church ; and though we are diffatisfied in the way wherein

they have gained it, yet we retain Charity and Peace towards:

them, and are willing to concurr with them in the common
intereft of true Religion.

16. They are much miftakenin our cafe, who think it is.

the mere inexpedience of the things injoyned that we ftick at.
VVequeftion the truth of fome aldertions, and the: lawfull-
nefs of. fome ordinances.of worthip, and fear the dangerous
tendency of {ome forms and rules- of Miniftration, of which
and of other matfers indifference we are ready to render a
particular account, when authority fhall require it. VVe

acknowledge. that fome parts of the matter of our diffent are:
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comparatively fmall things, and in no wife to be valuéd miore:
than Unityand Peace. ' V Ve lay the main ftrefs on the main
truths and duties of Chriftianity, and for thefe lefler things,
we would bear with others inthe belief and pracice of them,
but others will not bear with us in forbearing to own or ufe
them, while we think them erroncous and forbidden, orat
leat do rationally doubt of their truth and lawfulluels. Now
this preffeth upon us, that we may not do lefler evils that
greater good may come, and therefore weannot do' thefe
comparatively little things. Foritisnota little thing to fin
deliberately in the leaft matter, and the willfull breach of the
leaft of God's Commandmentsis acontempt of his authority.
in the whole Law.  And whereas wegarc commonly fiid tor
firain at Gnats and [wallow Camels, if webe indeed convicted
of fuch partiality, letusbear this brand of Hypocrites. I
the mean while let our accufers know and dread the guilt of
rath judgment.

Moreover if fome of the things themfelves be fmall, yet it
is not a fmall thing, thatis required of us about them, name-
ly a declaration and fubfcription of our unfeigned affent and:
confent to all and every thifig contained in- large Humane Vo-:
lumes, impofed by our Superiors, who- acknowledge they'
are notinfallible. V Ve have not fo much as our internal judg-
mentand chotce left tous about a multitude of humane ordi~
nances and determinations. Qur peaceable bearing, and-
‘holding Communion with them, that practice thefe things,.
yea our quiet fubmiffion to. the ufe thercof as tolerable fuffi-
cethnot, (asweapprehend it) but there muft be alfo an hear-
ty and intire approbation thercof as laudable. Had we fuffi-
cient authoritative warrant to believe, that thefe recognitions:
import no more than our peaceable behaviour toward the-
Charch, as fome have intimated, we would as readily fub--
feribe the fameas they.  But we do not think it fafe to pro-
ceed upon the prefumptionof fi ch a meaning as hath no bet-
ter warrant, and we dread to profefs the approbation of the:

things we difallow,
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Furthermore, thoughin fome regard we are more concern=
ed about the controverted opinions, forms and ceremonies,
to wit as they are bound upen all Conformifts to be perfonal-
Iy owned and ufed by them, (to which we may’add the in-
forcing of Reordination, which isa bar fet to many of our
number) yet there are other things wherein the ftate of Re-
ligion is as much or more concerned. It is hard for us fo to
bind our felvesunder all the prefent orders and cultoms in the
Ecclefiattical Polity, and its management, as toingage againft
all neceflary reformation. VVe are fenfible how much the
good of the Church, thatis, the increafle of true Godlinefs,
Iyes inthe due exercife of Difcipline, and we are very ten-
der of fetting any bar againft it, by ourownad.

17. Butleaft by this intimation we may be thought to in-

tend what indeed we donot, we declare that- we will not in- -

deavour any alteraticn of the Government in Church or State,
asit isin the King, whofe Civil and Ecclefiaftical Supremacy
we have before acknowledged ; nor the alteration of the true
Epifcopal Office which Chrift hath fetled in his Church 3 nor
will we indeavour any alteration in the Church, by any fedi-
tious or unlawfull means, but only by Prayer to God, by
humbly Petitioning our Superiors, or obeying the King if he
command it, or fuch like lawfull means, as belong to us in
our places and callings. ey

1 5 We affe@ not Church-domination, (howfoever we have
been reported to grafp at power in our own way, as much
as othersdo in theirs) we only defirea liberty of difcharging
our duty to the Congregations, to which we are fent. = VVe
would exercife Difcipline toward fuch only, as voluntarily
fubmit thereunto. VVe would have no coercive power an-
nexed unto it, nor temporal penalties immediately confe-
quent to any Spiritual fentence. VVe utterly difclaim this
opinion, that when the Clergy hath Excommunicated any
man, the Magiftrate is bound in Conftience to ronfifcate, ba-
nith, or otherwife punifh meerly upon their fentence, with-

out hearing or trying the caufe by his laws at his own bar.
VVe
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We look upon Church Tyranny as the great calamity of
Chriftendom, and would by no means have a hand in its ad-
vancement , under any form of Government whatfoever-
Having read in Hiftory by what fteps the Roman Clergy
overtop’d Princes and Emperors, we cas in no wife promote
the twilting of Clergy domination by oaths and other publique
ingagements into the frames of fecular Kingdoms, and that
in precedency tothe civil power.

19. Allthe reafons of our Non-conformity casnot be here
expedted by any that know upon what terms we ftand. We
make it our humble and earneft fupplication to our Superiors,
that by their favourable permiffion we might have leave to
write and publifh more largely and particularly, both touch-
ing our diffents, and inanfwer to the accufations made againft
us. For fuch adefence, as we now ask leave to make, hath
hitherto been forborn, to avoid the difpleafure of our Go-
vernors.

20. Itiseafiefor that fide which is uppermoft to fpeak for
their own way, thatas muchhath been written as may fatis-
fie any that have amind to be fatisfied.  But they fhould re-
member the common infirmity of Mankind, and what ftrange
difparity there is in Mens underftandings, and what diverfity
of apprehenfions, efpecially in matters of doubtfull difputa-
tion. VVe profefsin his fight who knows our hearts, that
we have a mind to be fatisfied, if weknew how. And there
isrational evidence for the truth of what we fpeak, for that
our diffatisfaction muft needs be againft our intereft, if it
were remediable.  Any confcientious Principles narrower
than the truth, entangle thofe that are governed by them;
and our Principles of Non-conformity, if erronecus, are
a great fnare unto us, and keep us under fuch confinement,
asis no way defireable by us, And therefore if we might
be free, we would ufe it rather, and willingly retract that er-
vor, that puts us to fo much trouble. And furely they judge
too hardly of us, thatthink the fuppofed (hame of a retracta-
ton, would keep us from embracing our own Iiberty and
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fafety, and promoting the Churches Peace and Unity. If
our Conlciences were well fecured, we would truft God with
our reputation. To thofe that {peak of our-baffled caufe,
and charge us with invincible obftinacy after fhamefull -over-
throws, we fhallnot now mention {uch Books of fpecial note,
and not tedioufly voluminous, as were written, on our fide in
former times by men of reputation, that were never an-
fwered ;5 we fhall only mind them to confides what anfwer
hath been made to fome later Publifhed writings on our-part,
as the Petition fer Peace, with the Reformation of the Liturgyy
and the laft reply made tothe Bilvops by the Diviness Commifi-
oned together withthem for the review of the Common. Prayery
though the matter and feafon carneftly called for it. Forthey
were prefented to the Bifhops before the aé of Uniformity
came forth, while the things for which we fuffer were under
publike confultation.

>1. Our diffents can be no juft provocation to any. . Our
equals that differ from us are upon this account no more re-
proached in us, than we in them, and we can no more be
thought to refleét an imputation of evil on them, than they
on us. Towards our Superiors our diffent carryes in it no
more indignity, than a fuppofition that they may err. And
we agree with them infomuch, as the wifdom of God hath
made neceflary to Chriftian concord. ; ‘

22. His Majefty exprefled his refolution to become the ef-
fectual moderatoz of our differences, and gracioufly accept-
ed the propofals made by fome of us with acknowledgment
of their moderation.  This he hath largely made known in
his declaration concerning Ecclefiaftical affairs, wherein he
gives this Teftimony to the Minifters of the Presbyterian
perfwafion, that attended on himin Holland. To our great fa-
zisfattion and comfort we found them perfons full of affettion to
ws, and of zeal to the Peace of Church and States and nei-
ther enemics, as they bad been given out to be to Epifcopacy or
Liturgy, but modestly ro defive fich alterations in either as with-
out [haking Fonndations, might beft allay the prefent diftermnp-

.
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ers.  And he exprefled himfelf in reference to thofe things
wherein the learned men of either perfualion were agreed as
followeth, If upon thefe excellent foundarions in fubmiffion to
which there is fich a harmony of aff oitions, any fuperflrutture
fhould beraifed to the [haking of thofe Foundations and to the
contratting oy lef[ening of the bieffed gift of Charityy which ¢
vital part of Chriftian Religion, we fhall think onr felf very
unfortunate, and even [afpettthat we are defettive in that ad-
miniftration of Government, with which God bath intrufted #5.
And he faith farther, That be dotl not think bis reveréence te
the Churchof England, as it 15 Eftablifbed by Law, in theleaft
degree diminifhed by condefceritionsy 1ot peremptorily to infift on
fome particulars of ceremonys which how[oever introduced by the
jety and devotion and order of former timesy may mot be fo
agreable tothe prefents but may leffenthat piety and devation for
the improvement whereof they might happily be introduced, and
confequently may well be difpenfed with. *

This gracious healing declaration was received with the
thanks of the Houfe of Commons, and with the applaufe of
the people, and it was to our fpecial joy. Had the modera-
tion therein fpecified ftood in force, W€ have no caufe to
doubtbut that Tranquillity and Concord in the Church would
have enfued. Butthe fraftration thereof lay noton our parts.
Itis our comfort that we have earnctly fought Peace and
Unity, though we have not fo far prevailed, as to gain fo
much as the abatement of one Ceremony, but our Bonds
have been made ftronger, and the terms of our Minifterial li-
berty much harder to us, thanthey were in the former times
of Prelacy.

22. Some indeed fay that to indulge us any abatement of
injun&ions, even in things indifferent and mutable, would
cherifh us in our ungovernable perfwafions, and the Church
would yield up her authority to thofe Principles, that would
be an everlafting hinderance of her fettlement. Thefe men
fpeakaas if our exclufion, not our conformity were defired.

our

But againft their uncharitable and unfober affcrtion, we offer
D
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our Principlesalready here teftified to the tryal and judgment
of all impartial and unprejudiced minds, and challenge our
adverfaries to gainfay them, or to. prove that we falfly pre-
tend unto them. e

23. The extravagant Pens of fome Writers have made ri-

- diculous and odious defcriptions of ‘us, to expofe us to the
common fcorn and hatred. They would make the World:
believe that inftead of the Precepts of the Gofpell intelligi- .
bly fet forth, we make a Religionof Metaphors and Allego.
ties, and new phrafes, .of thin airy notions, frivolous and
fenfelefs nicities, ‘and fanatick whimfies. This they fix pro-

* mifcuoufly upon the Non-Conformifts from paflages collected .
out of fome Writers, that go under that name. But fup-
pofe thofe paffages as erroncous and frivolous as they would:
make them, wouldany partyin the VVorld or they them-
felves be fo-dealt with ¢ Should a colle@ion of  errors, ab-
furdities,. incongruitics , injudicions expreflions 5 and fuch
like weaknefles be pick’d here and there out of the writings
of this and the'other Conformifts,. and then be Intituled the
Religion of the Gonforming Clergy. ‘Let the Divinity of
the Non-Conformiifts, that is extant defend it felf, we are
not carefull about this matter.  Indeed. we cannot boaft that

none amony us are injudiciousy yea, ‘or that any one among.
us doth never write or fpeak an incongruous word: If our

adverfaries fo boalt of themfelves and theirs, let them take
the glory of it, weare not-called to this boafting, orto com-
pare our felves with others.  Itis too well known how great -

a part of the Clergy throughout' Chriftendom (as indced of

all other forts of men) are defecive and imprudent - in their

expreffions,  But by infilting on this kind of exceptions, our
adverfaries have done us this right as in effeét. to tell the

VVorld that the Non-Conformifts are not deprived and fi-

lenced for Treafon, Rebellion, ‘Drunkennefs, Swearing, |

Incontinences , ‘Rayling, Infufficiency , Idlenefs , feldom..

Preaching, Pluralities, Non-Refidence, and fuchlike immo-

ralities.
: et
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Let not the progrefs of our juft and neceflary defence be
taken for felf exalting. For we do not exclude others, but
only include our felves in that fobriety, from which fome
would exclude us, and we do this to-fhew that others ought
toreceiveus, feeing we accord in the greater things, not-
withftanding our lefler differences.

24. We earneftly difavow, and teach the people to be-
ware of the conduétof pretended infpirations ; and we own
God’s publick Laws writtenin Scriptureand Nature for our
perpetual Rule.  The World knows that the rational evi-
dence of Chriftian Religion, and of the Divine Authority of
the Scriptures, hath been as much owned among us, and as
largely afferted by fome of ours, as by any of them, that fo
fpeak, asif they were the only Propugnators and Preachers .
thereof. = We take the Spirit’s grand T eftimony to the truth
of the-Gofpel, not to ftand in fome inward unaccountable
fuggeltionand perfwafion, but in an objective evidence pro-
pounded to the reafon of Mankind 3 though we likewife hold
the Spirits internal teaching, and the gift of illumination to .bc
neceflary to faving Faith. We do not hunt after myfterics
in words and phrafes, yet we wouldnot make veid or leflen
the great myftery of Godlinefs, and make no more of it
than a Scheme of Moral Philofophy. We approve not af-
things of the
Spirit of God fpoken in Scripture Language called Canting.
We make it our bufinefs to underftand the things we alfirm,
and to fpeak fenfe to our Hearers in the plainelt words, and
in preaching to avoid vain janglingsy and impertinent curiofi-
ties, ufclefs fpeculations, novelties, and vain oﬂentatxoq of
witand fancy, and to infifton things effential or of great im-
portance to Chriftian Piety, and whereinfoever we havedone
weakly, we defire to do better, and refufe not to learn even

from our adverfaries.

25. In man’s Couverfion to God
of any thing that is unneceffary. We ftand not on certain
modes, methods and circumfances , - in which it may be
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we urge not the ncceflity
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brought about, whercin the wildom of God: proceeds ‘vari-
oufly towards feveral perfons, according to the different: cir-
cumftances of their condition.  Asfor inflance, we affert not
a’general neceffity of this or that meafure of humiliation,
much lefs of adifinal defpairing horror(as fome have faid of
us) we prefs conviciion and humiliation no farther than to
make a {(inner reftlefztill he come to Chrifty and find reft to
his Soul in him.  And we take not convetfion to be (as fome
have flandered us)an imbracing of our opinions, or an ad-
hering to our party 5 butan internal principle of Faith, Hope
and Love expreffed ina fober, righteous and godly life, [f
this be it, which fome mean, when they fpeak fo highly of
morality and virtue, we will not differ wish thenr about the
name. For morality or immorality taken not vulgarly but
theologically, is noother than the conformity or inconformity
of our mindsand ations to Godand his Laws.  And that to
preach morality in this fenfe is to preach Chrift, we ackinow-
ledge as frecly asany others.  Burwe know the vulgar notj.
on thereof refpeds the civil righteoufnefs of the natural man,
and for the fake of common hearers, who underftand words,,
‘asthey are commonly ufed among icnnfélvcs, we think it
neceffary to diftinguilh between faving grace and moral vir-
tue. Furthermore we fay not, nor are we acquainted with
them that do fay, that the morally righteous manis ata great-
er diftance from grace, than the prophane, and better be
lewd and debauched than to lead an honeft and virtuous life.
We hear no fuch words out of the mouths of Non-Confor-
mifts, though fome have fuggeltedit againft us, to make us.
odious.. And it feems ftrange; that any fhould infinuate a
charge of Antinomianifin againt us, by making the perfona-
ted Non-Conformift to call the Dodirine of good works legal:
preachings whenitis fo well known, that fome of ours have
done as much as any in confuting the Antinomian. dotages.
We teach none to eall themfelves Godly, meerly becaufe -
they hear Sermons, frequent Ledures, and meet together.
for Prayer and other Religious Exercifes: yet our aimis that
men.
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men fhould make Religion their bufinefs, and we incourage
Ehcir diligence in attending on God’s Ordinances, and redeem-
ing thetime, and helping each other forward in the way to
Heaven.
26. Though weare accufed to be of that Spirit that-faith,
Stand by thy [elfy come not nearto me, I am holyer than thou ;
yet we place not Holynefs in any peculiar garb of profeffion,
or in ftanding at a greater diftance from others, than God
would have us, We receive all men as much as either bro-
therly kindnefs or common charity will allow. VVe afle&
no greater fingularity than the uncontroverted Non-Confor-
mity to the VVorld makes neceflary: Differences of per-
fwalion in the matters controverted, wemakenotto be marks
of diftinétion between good and bad men, VVe judge not
any as ungodly upon the meer account of their Conformity,
yea we have incomparably more value for a Godly Confor-
mift, than forameerly Opinionative Non-Conformift. VVe
renounce not Communion in the publique worfhip of the Pa-
rifh Churches, though for its outward formand order in fome
refpedts it benot that which is moft defireable by us. Itis
our hearts defire and prayer to God, that the VVord, Pray-
or and Sacraments therein difpenfed, may be bleft tothe great
increafe of true Godlinefs in thofe that attend thereon.. Yea
we wifh fo well to the ability and godlinefs of our oppofites
in thefe controverfies, that it would be our great rejoycings:
that every Parith Churchin England were filled with an able
Godly Minifter though conformable.. VVe own the Catho-
lick Communion of Saints, and defire a part in the Prayers of:
all faithfull Chriftians, whether they pray by.a fet form ot

without it: : _
2. VVhereas we are charged with immodefty and: bold-.

‘vies and conclufions, we profefs that in the:
Dodrines of predeftination, redemption, divine Graces,
free will, original fin, juttification, perfeverance, and aflu--
rance of Salvation, we differ net from the Efablithed. Do=-

&rige of the Church of England, and.we approve her mo--

deratiom
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deration ufed in thofe Articles, which we take in the fame
fenfe with the Englith Epifcopal Divines in general, that li-
ved in Queen) Elszaberh’s and King Fames histimes.  Ang
for our parts we judge that the controverfies about thefe points
might be leffened, and would gladly do our endeavours to
the leffening of them.

28. Our Doérine tends to unquietnefs and confufion ne
more than the common Doétrine of Proteftants, and of the
Church of Englandit felf, for it isthefame aswe have thew.
ed. Andwe proteft againft fuch citations to the contrary, as
men bring out of writers reputed of our party, and renouncé
whatfoever is written -or {poken contradictory‘to our here
avowed Principles. © And we think it not fair dealing in our
adverfaries to repeat and aggravate all intemperate paflages
vented in thofe times, when impetuous actings hurried meninto
extremities, and ftates-men and {word-men heightened the
differences between Divines, and efpecially to do this after oy
profeifled moderationhath been acknowledged by our Gover.
nours. Befides, the generality or at leaft the far greater num-
ber of the filenced Minifters now living were notingaged in the
late wars:  And if thefe wereallowed to preach the Gofpel,
we fhould be thankfull for the favour, though the reft remain
excluded. ‘

29. Weacknowledge the importance of a publique fettle-
ment, and how neceflary it is that both people and teachers be
under the regulationand influence of authority.  And that the
willfull and ndifcreet might be held in their due limits, we
would not have things left at random, but under ftated rules.
We feck not to be received upon lawlefs terms, but are wil-
ling to fubmit to tryal, not only upon accufation of lewd fcan<
dall or infufficiency, or negligence inour calling, but of vent.
ing any error contrary to the received Dodrine, or of doip
any thing contrary to peace and order.  But.it is unreafonable
for any to urge this conceflion for the rigorous impofing of
doubtfull and needlefs things, which tend to trouble and not to
fettle the Church, It feemed good to the Holy Ghoft, and to

the
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the Apoftlesand Elders, and Brethren affembled at Yernfaler,

to lay upon the Churches no other burden than things necefla-
ry. And here we take notice of their impertinency, who
think it enough to confuteall our plea for moderation, by pub-
lithing quotations out of our writers, which were written
againitan intolerable toleration, to wit of herefies, blafphe-
mies and open impieties, and not the indulgence which we
have pleaded for. If they can fee no medium between tolera~
ting all things and tolerating nothing, others can. Befides it
is an accommodation and union, that we have fought by a fuf-
ficient comprehenfivenefs in the publique conftitution, and
then therewithall an indulgence towards remaining Diffenters,
but fuch as for the fubjeét of it hath nothing thatis intolerable.
We have a true regard to our Brethren thatare more {treigth-
encd in their judgments than we are, and would not have them
the wotfe for our liberty, if we could obtain it.

30. Though we have not the fame latitude of judgment
with Conformifts in fome points, yet we havethe fame Catho-
lick Spirit to promote the common intereft of Religion, and .
more efpecially the Proteftant Reformation, and to dread the
weakening or {hattering of it by needlefs Schifms. Wemind
the way of unity and confiftence, andretain healing principles,
we hold it not our duty to publifh all truths, when the unfca-
fonablenefs thereof might caufe difturbance ; nor to defend
leffer truths with the difadvantage of greater.  We would not
widen breaches nor make other mens opinions worfe than they
are, to commend our own. Itisnone of our perfivafion that
men are bound under pain of ‘damnation tolabour to eftablith
God’s publique wor(hip inthe greateft perfection by hazard-
ing the Church’s peace, and unfetling a good eftablithment,
though lefs perfeét.. ‘If by feruple of Confcience we cannot
joyn in -.one Church Communion, yet we ought to keep-the
unity of Faithand Love. Sofararewe from affenting to that

which fome affirm, that where men part Communion, it is -
of neceffity that they efteem onc another impious, although’
we grant there isafault on-one fide or both.
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31. VVe folemnly proteft that we have thus declared for
moderation not only or chiefly becaufe we have need of it,
but becaufe the Church of God hath need of it, and becaufe
we think it the only way of peaceand the common intereit of
Religion in thefe Kingdoms ; and if we ftood where others
now ftand, we would give what we pleadand pray for. It
may be remembred, that thofe of our perfwalion did feafon-
ably declare their defires of unity, even during his Majefty’s
exile, and the Epifcopal party then protelted for moderation,
and the firft appearance of the hopefullnefs of an accommoda-
tion between the parties, was of no little avail to promote his
Majefty’s reftauration, whom God preferve toreign long over
us.  If we or any of us have heretofore been more rigidly
addiéed to our own opinions, then ftands with our now pro-
feffed charity, wemake a willing retratation thercof,

32. VVehave here fet forth our principles that all may take
notice, how we are mif-reprefented by thofe that make other
reprefentations of us. ~And we are ready to clear our felves
againit thofe thataccufe us of contradiGting them in our prac-

tice.
33. The exercife of our Miniftry, which we continuein

our prefent ftate of inconformity, is no way inconfiftent with
the profeffions here made. VVe affent and fubmit to the
King’s Ecclefiaftical Authority, as we haveamply fhewed be-
fore, and we think we come not fhort of the conformable
Clergy, in owning the authority of thehigher powers in fa-
cred things.  Yet we believe that no humane power can nul-
lific. our Minifterial Office, or difoblige us from our charge of
fullfilling it according to our ability and opportunity, and as
the neceflity of Souls requireth of us. 1f we lived where
our Miniftry were not neceflary, we were bound to forbear
uponthe Magiftrates prohibition, and to remove to a Coun-
try whereitis neceffary, and a way open forus. But what-
{oever othersapprehend, tousit is molt evident, that mulri-
tudes of Souls in the places wberc we live cry aloud for our
helpalfo.  This apprehenfion of .ours refleéts no difhonour

; : upon
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fters, and no unwarrantable divifion,
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upon thc; confcientious conformable Minifters, (for whofe abi-
lity and induftry we blefs God,) but we heartily wifth thatthe
number of them were fo proportionable to the people of this

Laad, thatthere were no need of us in this fervice. As for
thofe that make flight work of the cure of Souls we pafs not to
be defpifed or judged by them for this carefullnefs towards
tbl;c (a‘hurch of God, which he hath purchafed with his own
ood.
A Minifter that is intolerable by being utterly infufficient;
heretical, or otherwife deftruétive tothe ends of the Miniftry,
we are not obliged to honour, but todifown. It is our partto
make the moft of a tolerable though weaker Miniftry, and to
do what we may to countenance God’s publick fervice in all
places. - 1f we live where the publick authority hath fet up
wgrthy Minifters, our duty is to promote their reputation
with the people, and to farther the fuccefs of their labours,
and to attend on their Miniftry when we are not neceflarily
hindred. ~ And our labours in concurrence with them can be
no grievance &0 any, O whom it is not a gricvance, that their’
Lords fervice, and thefuccefs of their own indeavours, (houvld
be farthered by their fellow-fervants. VVhere the publick
Churches cannot contain the multitude of inhabitants, that
{hould refort unto them (which is unqueftionably the cafe o

London) itisno affront or injury to the moft¥worthy Mini-
at the fame time to hold

other Religious mectings, as the number of the people fhall
like neceffary in

make needfull, Though our Miniftry be a

general 3 yetat vvhat time, invvhat place, to vvhat qun_\bers
of pcople, andin yvhat other circumftantial meafures it is ne-
ceflary to be exercifed, thecafe may be very dl_f‘fercnt vvith
feveral perfons, as they are placed in different circumftances.
In vvhich diverfity itis the vvork of prudence to difcern.yvhat
is duty by that general rule, let all things be done to edificati-

on. itisthe end that of right alvvays limits the means, and
it is our part fo to manage our calling that vve may beft ferve
our Generation, according to the will of God. According
E T B
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to this Rule vve indeavour to fteer our coutfe.

34. Wedo whatinus lyesto avoid the provoking of our
Governours, andall appearance of contempt to their authori-
ty. Weinvade no mansright, we refift not the civil powmr,
nor break the peace, nor caufe tumults, nor give occalion
thereof. We abhorre feditious conventicles, infurrections were
never contrived in our meetings, nor in any, whereof we are
confcious.  Experience hath witnefled our peaceablenefs,
and Difloyalty or Sedition is not found amongft us by the moft
inquificive of our Adverfaries.

- 35. VVehave not forfaken the Parochial Affemblies, but
have joyned in the fervice of God there performed, and fome
of us doit in our ordinary courfe, and others of us have not
declined it of fet purpofe, butas eur abfence is caufed by thae
neceflary work of the Miniftry, whereunto we are called.
Some of vs have Communicated with the faid affemnblies in
the Sacrament of the Lords Supper ; Yet we would not have
our charity and peaceablenefs miftaken for an indifferency un-
to Communion with all Parochial Churchesand Minifters what-
foever, or for a full fatisfaérion or acquicfcence in the whole,,
and all particulats of the Liturgy, fo asto beable to declare
cur unfeigned affent and confent toall and cvery thing therein
contained.

Our proceeding is as even and regular, as the firaits and
difficulties into which we are caft, will fuffer it to be. VVe
would that they who charge us with irregularity and diforder
inour a&ings, would with charity and candor confider the
circumfrances of our condition, andhelpus out of thofe di-
ftreffes that force us at fometimes to be more fevered from
them, than otherwife we would or might be. VVedefirethe

~Clergy of England to take notice, that we have no mind to:

promote the Popifh defign of ‘nullifying and treading down the
Parith Churches and Minifters. VVeare wellaware how Pa-.'
pifts make a harveft of the divifions of Proteftants, and hope
to do their work by the diffentions between Conformifts and:
Non-Conformills. Asthe precious intereft of Proteftantifin
g ingageth:
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ingageth us, wedo what we may to prefervé a worthy efteem
of the Religion of the Church of Englandy and we humbly
fupplicate them, who have caftus out, to confider how they
may receiveus agaiu upon the account of this common inte-
veft, which (Godis our witnefs) wevalue more than our OWA
particular inlargement. ’

36. A great part of the invedives written againft us, is
made up of the pretended weaknef{lesand mif-behaviours im-

ated to thofe that go under the name of Non-Conformifts.
"T'o this we fay firft, thatitis a palpable injury to burden us
with the various parties with whom weare now herded by our
ejection in the general ftate of Diffenters, and to make us re-
{ponfible for themall. Nor are we juftly chargeable with all
the abfurdities and mifcarriages of fuchas areof our own per=
fwafion. But let it herebe minded, what the Scripture faith,
én many thingswe off end all, and that none of ours pretend to
be more than men in their imperfed ftate; as alfo that befides
the huge multitudes of common hypocrites, who by open in-
temperance , unrighteoufnefs and ungodlinefs, notorioully
difcover the falthood of their profeflion, ( by which fort in ge-
neral none are more hated than we are,) there be many fpeci-
ous hypocrites, who are the fervants of fin, under the fhew
of greater zeal for God, and thefe will be the blemifh of all
Religious focieties, into which they are admitted. Now we
would not that any dete@ed hypocrifie fhould be palliated,
nor that the real faults of the fincere fhould be unreproved.
But promifcuoufly to afperfe a whole fort of men knownto be
it and feriousin their profeffion, and to defcribe their way
in general as a courfe of hypocrifie or folly, is liketo do no
good but much mifchief, efpecially in expofing ferioufnefs in
Religion on all fides, to the fcorn of the irreligious,

VVhen we look throngh the big and fwelling words of cri-
mination into the matrer & felf, we find little more in it than
their meer inconformity, blazond withugly zearms, and the
names of horrid fins put uponit. For the accufers call them
proud, froward, falfe, crl;:cc, fullen, traytorous, feditious, -

2 cla-
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clamourous. ‘and an unruly generation upon no better 'proof;
than that they have faid it. ~ The farrago of the late cunning-
ly contrived defamations, if well examined, will be found
really to produce againft them little more than fuch weaknefs -
fesand fwervings; asare commonto any, even the moft mg-
ralized fort of men. :
Indeed we find this againft us, if ‘it be: material, that our
Religion hath not made our Plongh-men Courtiersy nor oup
Tradef-men Philofophers. V Ve never took it for any part
of the work of true grace to make men of ruftick wits, and
brccding to become gentile, or to raife our plain people to
the accomplithments of the learned. Yea fuch as excell in
grace may bevery mean and low in the gifts of nature, and
fpeak fo incongruoufly as to make themfelves ridiculous to
proud wits.  But (hould Minifters make a fcorn of them for
defedis inthis kind, and have more value for an ungodly fort,
thatare of finer wits.and better breeding ? If fo, thereéis not
the fame mind in them that was in Chrift, who faid with re-
joycingy I thank thee O Father Lord of Heavern and Earth,
that thow hast hid thefe things from the wife and prudent, and
baft revealedthem to babes. ~ Neverthelefs for ought we find,
the people of our perfwafion, according to. their rank and
quality in the VVorld, are not inferior to others in point of
difcretion, civility, good neighbourhood,  and acceptable
converfation among men ; in all which theip Religion isa fur«

therance, and nodifadvantage to them, et g
V Ve vvill not juftific our favourers in. vvhat they are re-
proveable ; but then let every one bear his ovvn guilt, and
~let not the innocent be burdened vvithout caufe. VVe as
wellas the accufers teke notice of diversithings iri fome of ours.
which are not jultifiables and yetnotremediable by us in oy
prefeat ftate.  The weaker fort of true Chriftians are liable
toerrors and failings, that occafion trouble to themfelves and
others @ and there be many that ‘have no troublefome diffe-
remees in Religion, becaufe they have no Religion.. Shall
ehofe isreligious perfons becaufe they are not.troublefome, - he
more




|

SR s S

(29)
more efteemed and thought better Chriftians, than feriousy
zealous and confcientious perfons, becaufe peradventurethey
give us fome trouble through their miftakes ? The Paftors
fhould not value people by the intereft of the flefh, but of
Chrift. Towhatend have they received their Paftoral Of-
fice, which is tohelp the weak, and to heal that which is lame,
that it be not turned out of the way, if they cannot bear with
fuch, nor reftore them in the Spirit of meeknefs ? Befides, let
the breaches, offences and exafperations of thefe times be con-
fidered, and it cannotfeem firange, that the weaker fort of
fufferers (hould be more averfe, than they ought to be, from
thofe by whom they fuffer, efpecially when in many places
their more able teachers are driven from among then by the
five mile Aét, and they are lefttofuch as will%mcightcn their
averfation. We would otrreprovers would help usfor their
parts to make our people better.  Whereas fome have char-
ged us with cherithing their naughty humours for unworthy
ends, we thought all*might underftand, that if we bafcly
fought our own profits, ‘we might make a better trade of Con-
formity, than of fecking a forry maintenance, by ferving the
fins of our adherentsin this poor condition of outcafts.. VVe
defire not to hold tke people as appropriated to our felves,,
but teach them highly to efteem all faithfull Minitters for their
works fake, and weare glad of their profiting by others. as
by our felves. V Ve are not confcious of willfull connivence:
at their faults. 'V Ve humour none in their injurious thouglits.
of Governors, or fpeaking evil of dignities. . VVe teach
men to fear God and honour the King, yea to honour all mem:
and love the Brotherhood, tobridle their tongues, tobemeek:
and towly, no bufie bodies, but to do their own: work. xx’}tb‘
quictnefs.  V Ve exhortall to unity with the whole Catholick
Church, and to be at peaceamong themfelves. ~ The truth i
there is too much wrath and bitternefs, railing and’ intempe=
rate language onall fides, and we condemn it as much in thofe
that are among us as inothers, and are more offended’at it1a

them than inothers.  And we think our accufers. have little
sl realoms
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reafon fo to accufe and judg us and olirs, as if they took them-
felves and theirs to befinlefs in this kind. .« The Lord forgive
and heal usall, and increafe the number of the fons of peace,
and true peace-makers.

37. VVhereas a remarkable writer hath publithed thefe
words, we fhould be reconciled if the Prefbyierian Minifters
wonld pevfwadetheir people to doy what they can do themfelves,
We declare to the world, that we heartily embrace thefe
tearms of reconciliation. And as we have done already, we
will not-ceafe to do our uttermoft to perfivade them, upon
whom we have any influence, and we would gladly come to
the tryal to fee which party fhould outvy the other in for-
wardnefs inallaying the prefent diftempers, and leflening the
differences, and drawing on towards peace and union.

38. We have here done our part to remove the offences ta-
ken at us by teftifying toall men,that confcientious diffatisfacti=
onsand not carnal intereft,or a Spirit of oppofition,is the ground
“of out Non-Conformity: and to bring fuch as differ from us

, to bemore in charity with us, than to judge that we are ut-
terly unworthy or uncapable of the publick Miniftry, orthat
fuch perfonsas for ignorance and lewdnefs are fcandalous and
contemptible among their Neighbours, are more tolerable in
that facred office than weare, or that grofs infufficiency, non-
refidence, and other hainous negligence thould be made lefs
criminal, than ourdiffentabout the ceremonies, fabferiptions,
renunciations, and fuch like injunétions.

VVe fubmit what we have done to the wifdom, piety and
clemency of our Governours. V Ve acquiefce in Gods wife
and holy dcterminations conceérning us. And we refolve
through Zis grace to abide ftedfaft and unmoveable in our fub-
jection and loyalty to our Sovereign, in ourdue obedience to
thofe that are put in authority under him, inour earneft indea-
vours of - holinefs, unity and peacein the Church, in brother-
IZ love to all faithfull Chriftians, incharity toall men, and in

; ICkir If{a’:fth and Patience of the Difciples and Servants of Jefus

VVe
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VVeare moved at thistime to publifh this account of our
pacifick principles and inclinations, that we might promote
¢ whatin uslies ) the true bond of union among fincere Prote-
ftants. Thefe though of different perfwalions in points of
leffer moment have one joynt ftock, the Proteftant Religion,
for which they are all jealous, and at this time allatm’d by
the imminent danger from aisirreconcileable and reftlefs adver-
fary, thatwould deftroy them all. Al true Proteftantshave
their intereft not a part from. but in frict conjuntrion: with,
the whole body of that profeflion, they have no poflible way
of fecuring themfelves but in the general good of the ftate of
England 3 They cannot fly to the refuge of any forreign Prince:
or State, they acknowledgeno forreign jurifdiction, all their
ftake lyes at home.  VVhereupon one would think that the:
common fafety thould incline all the feveral parties to ftrength-
en their common intereft by a good and firm accord, upon juft
and reafonable terms ; And whofoever remain averfe fromit
feem tovalue a partial intereft, and their own peculiar {tate
more than the Proteftant Religion it felf.

A juttlatitude of Chugch-ftate in.the eftablifhed order, forr
the comprehending of all thofe whofe more moderate Princi-
ples render them capable of being conjoyned in one fetled Na-
tional Government, and forothers, who by reafon of their
narrower principles cannot enter into fuch conjunction, a fuf-
ficient yet duly limited indulgence are the things, which we:
humbly propofe and earneftly defire. We feck not the de-
ftreying of foundations, but fome neceflary reformations, re-
laxations and forbearances. For us to fet forth the propound—
ed latitude inthe particular limits thereof, would be prefump=
tuous both in reference to Superiors, andto the parties con=
cernedinit,, We humbly leave it to the prudent and pious:
confideration of our Governours. This grand affair is acknow=
ledged to be full of difficulty, caufed by the paffions, preju=
dices and interelts of the feveral parties = neverthelefs we:
hope that the prudence and patience of thofe who fit at:the
helm.of Government, isable to:mafter it. Next under the:
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power, wifdom and goodncfs of God {tanding on our fide,
our help ftands in the wifdom and picty of our Sovercignand
his Parliament. His moft excellent Majefty in his declaration
concerning Ecclefiaftical Afairs hath mentioned particular con-
ceflions on both fides, and a harmony of affection therein,
which he calls excellent foundations to build upon. The mo-
deration fpecified in that gracious declaration would do much
to the prefent healing of our breaches in great part, and
would fet us in the fureft way for as perfeét healing thereof,
as may ordinarily be hoped for in the imperfect ftate of things -
in this World,
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