) < MAVL
:‘ <<<($,

: <(< <<‘

%(

.c(

%

v
<<

(<<<(,
\yV
,\(

Wy

VWY

,\.\\
J

“<<qa<<

r((

i
Vi
uY
v,

(<<C<(C(Cc

.,f‘,/\«

((
MV vy vk
UL AN
((((<(< v

<<<<”

VWAL ‘.\.‘
(

(((,

((co(

(C b ,\k(((( v,

r(

v

1N

,\g( AR
(r\< YU ¥y
i IV
VL
q <<<q<,a««u&a«««(
:C SV EUVUV o
yE %ccc(c(«%

VYV
<(<
<<<<<<(

M

>

N

VU 1.\2(
¥\ 4 (( W'

é.\(ﬁ%

A4 N

<(«\,\,

¥
Ve

vV

o

;

LA

(<(( A CrC

S/\

((

mmcc

Y ¥

<<< <<(

(\(L(((,

g((.(;g(

VAY
<<&,( A
<<(§\<
N
&%

VALY

Vi

ﬂ;e.ﬂ&.»f‘




Ak &)
) (T //’//’((// / (/

Alal 5.

iv

¢



AN :
ACCOUNT

oF

OF THE LATE

REV. JOHN FAWCETT, D.D.

WHO WAS
MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL FIFTY-FOUR YEARS,

FIRST AT WAINSGATE, AND AFTERWARDS AT HEBDENBRIDGE, IN
THE PARISH OF HALIFAX ;

COMPREHENDING MANY PARTICULARS RELATIVE TO

THE REVIVAL AND PROGRESS OF RELIGION

IN YORKSHIRE AND LAVNCASHIRE;
AND ILLUSTRATED BY -

COPIOUS EXTRACTS

FROM THE DIARY OF THE DECEASED, FROM HIS EXTENSIVE
CORRESPONDENCE, AND OTHER DOCUMENTS.

-

 Remember them which have the rule over you,
who have spoken unto you the word of God:
whose faith follow, considering the end of their
conversation: Jesus Christ the same yesterday,
and to-~day, and for ever.” ST, PAUL.

LONDON : ,

PRINTED FOR BALDWIN, CRADOCK, AND JOY,
PA‘TERNOSTm ROW ; 2

AND P.K. HOLDEN, HALIFAX,

1818.




o =
.
24

v"I

e

: .
4
i .
i
B

' =%

C. Baldwin, Printer,
 New Bridge-street, London.




TABLE OF CONTENTS.

PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS oo vovovnvs berrene
Sources of information in compiling the Memoir «cee.-
Birth, parentage, &c. of the subject of ditto' s i B
His early taste for religious books, his frlends, and asso-
CIREBE. L vt ot s oo s TN o o s e Bety
Retrospect of the state of religion prevmus to the re-
vival effected by the labours of Whitefield, Wesley,
andothers............................_ ........
The impression produced on Mr. Fawcett's mind b}' the
preaching of Whitefield ........ e K LR oeraR
Begins to make a more public profession of rellglon
Whitefield’s mode of address and  itinerant labours in
Yorkshire: ... % MG et S e
Account of two other clergymen eminently mst:rumental
in promoting the revival of religion, namely,
Rev. Mr. Grimshaw, of Haworth _ . .
Rev. Mr. Venn, of Huddersfield . . . . . EIUGHR,
Mr. Fawcett’s attendance on Mr. Grimshaw’s ministry .
Is induced to withdraw from his former religious connec-
tionsenis v s N R A Rl BB o ) g5 T L G e
Effects produced on other denommatlons by Whlte-
field’s MINIStry- i o o s e s siee
Mutual forbearance and charity recommended .. .... ..
Letter from Mr, Whitefield. . ..o vevereeannonranase
Progress of the Independent mterest—brlef account of
Rev. Mr. Edwards, of Tueeds ...........coeeesssss
Attempt to establish a socnety on that plan at Brad-
ford ... e §
Failure of the des:an ..........
Advantages derived by Mr. I‘awcett from the perusal of
Hervey’s writings .. ..ocuiueeiivans o e SO

‘Rise of the Baptist church at Bradford, with which Mr.

Fawcett unites ......

12

15
17

18
20
24
30

31

381

34
35

36

37
38

39

40




iv CONTENTS.

His marriage and settlement in life. . ..coceveivonars
Persevering application to study . ....c...occ... KN
Extracts from his diary «.oo.ovecieensoan. P

First intimation, in his papers, of his views being directed
to the ministry, and the struggles in his mind relative

T 713 R S R (B R Y T R T e
Reflections on some parts of the dmry ........ SPeisinie
Account of the sermons, by various ministers, contained
in his MS. papers .. .. ..coo..o¢ euort hrsnant) A ‘
Rev. Jas. Hartley, some pamculars of his life, and notice
of his sermon at Mr, Wood’s ordination. . ..........
Cursory view of the early Baptist churches ..........
Remarks on systematlc AivInItY o oicivios oin suvimibi s ki )
v the writings of Mr. Brme, Dr. (nll &c. i
Plan of the first Baptist Association .......... o Dol
G R CONEIBNtS e s vy e o s AT

Effects produced by a fondness for polemxc divinity . .
Controversy then agitated respecting the Gospel call .
Early views of Mr, Fawcett on those subjects ........
Commencement of his public ministry ..............
Invitation to Wainsgate, and his removal thither ......
Memoir of Rev. Mr. Smith, and the first formation of
the Baptist church at Wainsgate. .. .. {nnives ol o
State of the church and neighbourhood when Mr. Faw-
cett entered on hlS Iabours e ibbadmas e o | ¥
Establishment of an Independent Interest at Booth
under the ministry of the Rev. James Crossley .. .. ..
Letter from some friends at Rawden, and poetic reply ..

Page

43
44

66 et seq.

81
89

90 et seq.
93
94
97
98
99
100
. 103
106
109
110

113
118

121
129

Extracts from the diar y relative to Mr. Fawcett’s ordx. ;

DALIAE L . g« o s = sinvinin s tisis s R 0 ;
Letter to Mr. qutley, describing . the dlscouragements
under which he laboured......... v Bdoh i

First acquaintance with Rev. Henry Foster and Rev
Dan: Taylor—sketch of their lives and ministerial
1abours . afsuudd < b1e oo - Sioght rb0r VaRLH8E + 14 » Hlais Gl as

¢¢ Poetic Essays,”——lns first pubhcatmn-—amount of the
workyand extracts from it ., ... ..o e ane sl R

Rev. Mr. Cross—letter. to him, and subsequent fnendly
corrUSpondence ey R P I S s B N

Revival in religion, and increase of the congregation at
Wainsgate o oh vonans BTt S R TG T

131‘

184

185 et seq.

143

145

;
}
§
i
i
1
¢
|
a
¥
If
f
I




CONTENTS. / v

Page
Pastoral letter addressed to several young men belong-
ing to the church at Wainsgate ... .. HBHS O o5 SAkN160
New stations formed at Rochdale, Bingley, Lockwood,
&c. by the occasional labours of Mr. Fawcett and other
ministers: ;% pakiitn <. i SR e B e e SRS sainiani 1od
Increase of the Baptist church at Salendine Nook, after
the Rev. Mr. Venn’s removal from Huddersfield . ... 155
Brief memoir of the Rev. My, Wood, Mr. Benj. Ingham,

of Lockwood, &c.............. SHORE0D ARR FIHRIER 156 et seq.
Extract of a letter relative to the meetings at Lockwood 158 -
Dr. Stennett—Iletter from him to Mr. Fawcett . . .. .. .. 159

Rev. John Sutcliff—particulars of his early years ...... 161
Letter addressed to him by Mr. Fawcett, and his reply.. 163
Admitted as a student by the Bristol Education Society 165
Rev. Hugh Evans’s letter respecting him............. 165
— Dan Taylor’s ditto to Mr. Sutcliff ..........vv.. 167

Diversified duties of Christian ministers.. . . ... &S 168
Attention to the young particularly necessary.. ....... 169
Happy effects of it in the congregation at Wainsgate... 169
Institution of Book-Societies, &C.. vvvuuin e Faa e 269
“ Christian’s humble Plea for his God and Saviour,”” pub-
lished by Mr. Fawcett in the yearif7 . (i I 198 170

First visit to London—extracts from his diary relating toit 171

Proposed removal to London—gives up the idea—motives
of his conduct , , . i SRR L e AR L

Attempts in conjunction with Mr. Sandys to establish an
Academic Institution—circular letter—enlargement of =
premises—students admitted. . ......... A0 seg.

173 et seq.

Mr. Win. Tommas—his letter to Mr. Sutcliff—affecting
_barrative of his sickness and death . ... .......iun.. 178

r- Sandys Jeaves—Mr. Fawcett’s increasing labours—
O_Tdination sermons—decease of Rev. Mr. Thomas, mi-
nister at Slack consequent accession to the congre-
gation at Wainsgate SIE,

184
Baptist church

: . at Liverpool-—Mr, F.’s friendly connec-
tion with many families there—Mr. Walley’s letter—-

low state of the society previous to the settlement of
the Rev. Mr, Melllegrlog 5 00 or aiebf, 2% s, . 187

............

young'persons at Liverpool , ..., . peid. s 2o v 189 !
Association at Wainsgate in the year 1773 ......... .. 190




CONTENTS.

vi
) Page
Mr. Fawcett’s letter from Liverpool.. ................ 191

Family affliction—Iloss of his second son by the small-pox 192
Attacked by a dreadful disorder, which confines him two

months saias Bl dian i, R R R
Employs the intervals of relief from pain in writing the

« Sick Man’s Employ” ......co.c.eeeni.n, gty 195
Letter relative to this period of hls life from the Rev. Abra-

193

197

........................

ham Greenwood R LR
Letters of sympathy and condolence in his afflictions from

Mr. Joseph Walley—Rev. Mr. Medley—Rev. Mr,

Sutcliff—Rev. Mr. Beatson, and Rev. Mr. Parker... 199 et seq.
M. Beatson’s character as a minister, and the success of

his labours, and also of those of the Rev. Joseph Mil-

ner, and Rev. Mr. Lambert, at Hull .. , . .. .. el g 205
Mr. Fawcett resumes his ministerial labours i 209
Increase of his establishment for the education of
youth—revisits Liverpool-—letter from thence.. .. .. 210
Rev. John Sutcliff requests his dismission—invited to
settle at Olney—advantages of the situation...... .. 212 et seq.
Repliesitoihis letters S rauiii. i . AT ) e,
Mr. Suteliff’s ordination ..... (28 E I Ba 2o A i 216
A new place of worship proposed—arguments in favour
ofiitp L ke tnn TR Gy (1 haFopic o o PR ki, 217

Pastoral letter from Mr. Fawcett on the subject ...... 218
Mr. Fawcett removes from Wainsgate to Brearley Hall 219
— commences a lecture on Lord’s Day evenings 292

““ Brearley Hall,”” a poetic fragment .......ooousunn . 224,
“ Rustic Cell >—Dr. Doddridge’s linesiiiulin i o3 225
Mr. Fawcett’s severe and long continued afflictions—Ilet- )
terga e, et trieis oaTnin e AR e s RO A e 226 et seq.
Meeting- house erected at chdenbrldge ey o R .. 298
“ Advice to Youth”’—extract from the preface, &c..... 230
Importance of religious knowledge to the young—Small
number of private seminaries at that period........ 252
Pleasure of revisiting places of education .. .. ... S Pran228:
Remarks on the ¢ Advice to Youth”’—its reception from
the public—¢¢ School-boy’s Resolution” ........ oo 1284,
Extract from the ¢ Advice to Youth,”” relative to a mi-
nisterial addresasiediin Lisohsnn st L AR P N 287
Letterifrom James Smith, Esq. ... fhaiseidd. i s ve 241
Rise of the Baptist interest at Leeds. ... .. Wit S 1249




CONTENTS.

Page

“ Death of Eumenio,” a poem, written on occasion of

the decease of Mr. William Hudson, and Mr. Wil-
liam Greenwood .., .. .... S e R .. 243

“ Reign of Death,” in memory of Rev. James Hartley,
and Mr. Adam Holden. . SRS e S U VS oo 244
Some particulars of Rev. James Hartley’s last illness.. 245

Rev. Isaac Slee—letter from Rev. Mr. Vedlayee s 246 et seq.

Improveq state of Mr. Fawcett’s health. ... .. SR )
Lines addressed to DimEESEe S i R A w L
Volume of « Hymns” published .................. 251
Inducements to Composesthem S et Soaes Sy A
Connexion between a taste for poetry and music...... 256
Revival of the Baptist Association—circular letters—
their utility .. . . .. e P o 207,
Notice of sermons preached by Mr. Fawcett at the an-
nual meetings
¢ The Cross of Christ the Christian’s Glory > i e 263
Death of Mr. Fawcett’s oldest daughter—letter from a
friend
< Bssay on Axigers 1 cins (il amidhl 2 Sy (1)
Invitation to become President of the Bristol Academy 271
r. Fawcett’s assiduity in the acquisition of general

knowledge. PR N B O A AR 272

Advantages of literary attainments exemplified in St.
Paul, Luther, Calvin, Watts, Doddridge, &ec....... 273
Dr. Johnson’s writings—Mr., Fawcett’s value for them 275

Dr. Blairs Sermons and Letturey: A2 Mtk e At DT
Letter from Dr. Blajy to Mr. Faweett © . il s o )
¢ Parkers Life and Letters””—estimate of his character 280
rinting press—« Lify of Rev. Oliver Heywood” . .... 282
Ewooq Hall—Bishop Farrer, &c. .... .. R .. 9284
« Mfscen‘m% SROTA S AR AR B v G ADD
SOOI, [y oy A0 TR S oRy
Dl:' ‘.M“lams’s “ Christian Preacher ”—letters from him 289

£ lonary Societ}’"‘rise and progress ........ 291
‘ . 292
Rev. My, Fuller’s letters to him d

“te s s ss eere e .

oung persons trained up for the ministry at Brearley and
Ewood Hall—M s Whitehead, Mr. Ward, &c....... 304
esign formed by a few individuals for establishing a se-
Parate institution ; Mr. James Bury’s proposal—Rev.
Thos. Langdon’s sermon | . e IR R T

_OCieties—Evangelical Magazine, .. 5. s izi 290 :

vii

Caisia s ona e ] A S e S GRS R 205 @l sea:

-« 294 etseq,




viii  CONTENTS.
; Page

Meeting at Rochdale ; Rev. Robert Hall’s address to the

Education Society ......coscoo-: 7 . 309

President chosen—settlement at Bradford: ;s insemds-2210
Rey. J. Sutcliff’s bequest of his library—purchase of

premises at Horton for the use of the society, by Tho-

mas Key, Esq. &Co «oovoererenmeee e i nia 2887 310
Letters addressed to a young person under affliction. . .. 311

Other letters—Mr. Fawcett’s indisposition——consolatory
i B 1A

letter—reply ... covevevennen oot d g oIV RS e
Mr, Fawcett’s intention to retire—beneficial effects of

OXOECIRE s oot by s G s R 517
Letters written in the prospect of retirement, . «.ee ... 320 .
Machpelah—death of Mr. Richard Fawcett.......... 824 & 325

Sunday schools—¢ Hints on Education,” &C....:.... 326 et seq.
Commencement of the Commentary on the Bible .... 829

Lotter relative t0 Qitt0. . ooy eevs s osiacoy vielemeesies Siue 331
Miscellaneous Ietters .. ..oe.eoevevreessss e T 333
Sermon at the new place of worship, York-street, Man-

chester, on the ¢ Holiness which becometh God’s

1 T A RS e e SN 341
Mrs. Fawcett’s sickness and decease . ..o coerneeences 342
Letter of condolence andreply ........--+- B . 846
Sermon at Bradford, entitled, ¢ The Important Journe

from this World to the next?’ .. ..coceocaeee: L) by
Completion of the ¢ Devotional Tamily Bible” ...... 350
Review of the plan and design of the work .......... 351 etseq.
Decease of the Rev. William Crabtree—funeral dis-

COUTBRLESC v oo v T DR L TR $eimeintt £ 30D,
British and Foreign Bible Society .......... PR T
Auxiliary society instituted at Halifax .............. 360

Auxiliary Missionary Society—meeting at Manchester 363
Dr. Fawcett’s increasing infirmities—extracts of letters 364
his last sermon—removal to Ewood Hall—

state of his mind—his decease—Rev. Dr. Coulthurst—

Rev. T. Littlewood .......... I B o SPEr 368 et seq.
Extract from the Rev. T. Langdon’s address at Leeds. . 875
from other communications .......... iz T8
Dr. Thomson’s elegiac lines—conclusion .. ..... B 884

Substance of Dr. Fawcett’s last sermon. .. .......... 3887
« The Important Journey from this World to the next” 407




MEMOIRS

OF THE LATE

JOHN FAWCETT, D.D.

In perusing the lives of eminent men we shall, in
some instances, find that they have been favoured by
their birth, - their connexions, and other exterior ad-
vantages, in their efforts to attain an elevation above
the rest of mankind. Whilst the biographer has paid a
tribute to their personal worth, he has had also to
recount the deserts of their illustrious ancestors, and to
show how these individuals supported the dignity of
their families, “In the success of such characters we
see well-founded expectations realized, and we follow
them in their prosperous and splendid career, with a
Pleasing complacency. '

But among those whose names have lived, and
whose Memory continues to be venerated by posterity,
there have been many in all ages who have emerged
from obscurity, and instead of enjoying the gales of
Prosperity, have had, almost through the whole of their
progress, to encounter difficulties and discouragements
of an overwhélming,_ nature, and such as nothing but the
most persevering exertions would have been able to sur-

B



2 MEMOIRS OF

mount. That there is something in the lives of sucly
men calculated to interest the mind, is too evident to
need any illustration. The writer of fiction finds it
necessary to keep up the attention of his readers by
representing his hero as contending against a variety
of obstacles, in order that he may exhibit his ex-
cellencies, as not unworthy of that success which at
length crowns his efforts. In real life it is of great
importance, that instances of this kind should be at-
tentively observed, not only as showing the power and
efficacy of the principles by which the individuals.
themselves were actuated, the first traces of that mental
progress which afterwards became so conspicuous, the
feans by which their minds were gradually formed
but more especially that they may be held forth a;
examples to others, so as to afford incentives to similar
exertions.

In reading the Divine Word, we shall find that many
of the most distinguished saints, in the early stages of
their lives more particularly, passed through the shades
of adversity. ~Abraham, the father of the faithful, anq
the friend of God, was a stranger in that land which,
was destined for his posterity. Little would have
been recorded of his faith, but for the ‘severe trials
with which he was exercised. By these the Almighty
made known to all succeeding generations his eminence,
in this respect. Those worthies mentioned in Heb, xj,
wandered about in sheep skins and goat skins, being
destitute, afflicted, and tormented ; they confessed that
they were strangers and pilgrims in the earth. Daviq
the man after God’s own heart, was taken from th(;
sheepfolds, where for a considerable period he followed,
the humble occupation of a shepherd, displaying his.
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natural courage in defence of his flock. His bre-
thren despised his youth, discouraged and reproved
him for what they considered as presumption, and an
improper attempt to rise above his humble sphere,
when the native energies of his mind stimulated him to
hobler pursuits and enterprizes ; but it was the will of
God, that he should ¢ feed his people Israel,” though, for
a long time after he was anointed by the prophet, his
life was a chequered scene, full of' troubles and dis-
appointments.

Elijah, that most eminent restorer of the worship of
God, who was the bold reprover and terror of a wicked
race of kings, when first introduced to our notice, is
merely described as the Tishbite. The same remarks

- will apply to the prophets in general, under the former
dispensation, and to those persons who were the instru-
ments chosen by the Son of God himself to make known
his name to Jews and Gentiles. The apostle Paul,
though he had been brought up at the feet of Gamaliel,
laboured for his subsistence as a tent maker, and was
often exposed to the greatest difficulties, ignominy,
and persecution. ¢ These hands, says he, ¢ have mi-
nistered to my necessities, and to those that were with
me.” Not many mighty, not many noble are called ; but
God hath chosen the foolish things of the world, that
N0 man should glory in his presence. Nor need we to
wonder that Sovereign wisdom thus ordains, when we
reflect, that the Author and Finisher of our faith was
himself made perfect through sufferings. Having laid
aside his glory, and assumed human nature, he took
upon him ‘the form of a servant,” he was brought up in
poverty and obscurity, in the house of a carpenter, him-
self following the same occupation ; and even after the

B 2



4 MEMOIRS OF

commencement of his public ministrations, he declared,
that while ¢the foxes had holes, and the birds of the air
had nests, the Son of Man had not where to lay his
head.

If the life of the Christian is uniformly represented as
a state of trial, and if the promises of the gospel are
peculiarly adapted to such a state, we ought mot to
think it strange that adversity has been the lot of good
men in almost every age. The Almighty not only
chooses them in the furnace of affliction, but he often
permits them, for wise ends, to continue there for g
considerable time, to humble them, to prove them, and
to know what is in their hearts. In this respect, ag
well as in many others, it is good for a man ‘to bear the
yoke in his youth.” _

Some of these desultory remarks are, in a measure,
applicable to many periods in the life of him to whose
memory these pages are dedicated. During his long
life, he passed through many changes; he knew both
how to ¢ be abased and suffer need, and how to abound ;’
but his path, though often strait and difficult, was the
right way for the exercise of Christian graces and dis-
positions, and as a preparation for a better and brighter
world.

He was earnestly solicited by his family and by many
of his friends to write some account of his life, as con-
nected with the changes that took place in the moral
and religious world, so far as they came under his o},.
servation, and in the circle in which he moved. Every
individual is certainly best able to judge of, and de-
scribe the successive operations of his own mind, the

train of his feelings, opinions, and habits, and the in-

fluence which particular events have had in determining
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his course of life. On these, as well as on many other
accounts, such a memorial was desirable, and might
have usefully employed his pen in the later periods of
life, had not his modesty induced him to decline the
task.

The first part of this narrative has been collected
partly from hints dropped in conversation, which were
committed to writing at the time, and partly from a diary
contained in several MS. volumes, with heads of sermons
and fugitive pieces, written chiefly between the age of
twenty and twenty-four. This diary was, in a great
measure, discontinued after he entered upon his minis-
terial lahours; the composition of sermons, preparatory
reading, and other urgent engagements, engrossing al-
most the whole of his time and attention. It is to be
régretted that many parts of the diary are written in a
short hand, which cannot now be easily deciphered.

The associates of his early years have long been
numbered with the dead. The partner of his joys and
SOTTOWS, whose recollection might have supplied many
incidents, though spared to an advanced age, left this
world several years before him. Of those who once
formed his family circle, one only mow remains, who
looks back with a mournful kind of pleasure on a
period of nearly fifty years, during which he enjoyed
the society ang endearing solicitude of so affectionate a
parent.  The jntimate intercourse which subsisted
between them certainly afforded him every opportunity
of appreciating hig character, his views, and sentiments.
On account of the near relationship subsisting between
himself and the deceased, he has often felt, and still
continues to feel, great: diffidence and hesitation as to
the propriety of submitting ‘these papers to the inspec-
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tion of the public—In other respects also he is con.
scious of being unequal to the undertaking ; but what-
ever imperfecti_ons may be observed, he will consider
himself amply rewarded if ‘the. attempt to record past
events may tend to lead the attention of his readers to
those all-important truths which it was the great object
of the deceased to inculcate by his preaching and
writings, and to enforce by his example. If this should
happily be the case, though new mouldering in the
dust, he will yet speak, not only to those who were per-
sonally acquainted with him, but to others who weve

strangers to him.

¢« Then in the history of my age
‘When men review my days,
They’ll read thy love in every page,
In every line thy praise.”

JOHN FAWCETT was born January 6, (O. S.)
17389-40, at Lidget-Green, near Bradford, in Yorkshire.
His father, Stephen Fawcett, whom he alwaysmentioned
with the most tender filial affection, died of a fever in the
fiftieth year of his age,leaving a widow who long survived
him, and a numerous family, to lament their loss. When
this, affecting breach took place, he was in his twelfth
year.. 1 His grandfather was still living‘ and resident in
the family, but unable to take an active part in the ma-
nagement of it, being totally blind.  On the day of the
funeral this aged relative was, by his own particular re-
quest, led to the coffin, that he might. take his: leave of
his departed son, by weeping over what he could not
see, and placing his hands on his face.~This must have
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been a moving scene to all present, and particularly to
the widowed mother and her bereaved children. It
certainly made a deep and lasting impression on the
subject of this memoir, as he often mentioned it with
much emotion, when speaking of his family. At that
early age his mind was evidently under serious impres-
sions ; and no doubt such a sudden and affecting stroke,
while it deprived him of the resources on which he
depended for support, must have been an awful lesson
to him of the uncertainty of all created good. For
some time he was greatly agitated by fears respecting
the final state of a parent he had loved so much.
These painful apprehensions led him fervently to suppli-
cate the Divine throne for relief and consolation. = The
melancholy subject not only engaged his waking but
his sleeping thoughts; and he had, on one occasion,
a dream, by which he fancied some intimation was con-
veyed to him that his fears respecting the state of
his departed parent were groundless :—this greatly
relieved his mind. How far such impressions ought to
be regarded is not now the subject of inquiry- The in-
cident is here simply stated ; and if, at so tenderan age,
some degree of enthusiasm was mixed with a pious
train of feeling, it is not be wondered at, much less to
be censured. It certainly shows how deeply he was af-
fected, not only on account of the loss of his parent,
but from an anxious solicitude about his eternal welfare,
which prevailed to such a degree that he thought he
never could have been happy again if some relief had
not been afforded. :

Having been early initiated in the common branches
of learning, he soon showed a taste for books, and read
with eagerness such as came in his way, particularly
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Bunyan’s ¢ Pilgrim’s Progress.” He often talked with hig
mother about it, and told her there was nothing he so
much desired as to become a pilgrim.  Such an idea as
this might occur to a child who was merely entertained
by the narration, but there is reason to believe he un-
derstood something of the spiritual meaning of many
passages in that inimitable work. He also read Bun-
yan’s “ Heavenly Footman,” Alleine’s “ Alarm,” and
Baxter’s “ Call to the Unconverted ;” the last two are
admirably calculated to excite earnest inquiry  ahoyut
the best things. The other books which he Perused
were chiefly in the legal strain: among othepg

«The Whole Duty of Man,” which, from the nyp,.
ber of editions through which it formerly passed, must
have had a most extensive circulation. His oldest bro-
ther, for whom through life he retained the most sin-
cere affection, encouraged and united with him in these
inquiries after the one thing needful. They often pe.
tired into the barn together for prayer, whithey their
pious mother, pleased with these early appearances of
serious concern, sometimes secretly followed them to
listen to their artless and devout aspirations.

Soon after the death of his father, the family Jeg bhies
small farm at Lidget-rgeen, and the childrey Wwere
placed in different situations. At the age of thirteey,
the subject of this narrative was put apprentice to;;
person at Bradford, with whom he remained to the ex.
piration of his term, which was six years, Fe was
there in an orderly family, and was encouraged hoth },
precept and example in a regular attendance on publi);
worship at church, to which indeed he had heen trained
up from his earliest years. For the Rev. My, Butler
who was many years lecturer at Bradford church, he,
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always retained great respect, both on account of the
regularity of his deportment, and the fervour and se-
riousness with which he inculcated what he considered
as of importance to his hearers. He strenuously re-
commended the “necessity of holiness, though he en-
forced the practice of it rather by legal motives, than
by those more noble and efficacious arguments which
the gospel holds forth. !

From this gentleman he received many marks of
Kindness, which he afterwards acknowledged with gra- .
titude. The preacher was no doubt pleased to sce in one
80 young a spirit of inquiry about the best things. He
treated him with great condescension, and encouraged
him both by the loan of books and occasional instruc-
tion in classical learning, for which he was well qualified,
being head master of the Grammar School, which si-
tuation he filled for many years with high and deserved
reputation.

During the continuance of his apprenticeship, his
time ' was occupied in his master’s service from six
in the morning to eight at night, so that what time he
had for reading was principally redeemed from sleep, or
seized by stealth. The Sacred Book, whether he was in
the house or by the way, whether engaged in work or
at leisure, was his constant companion. Between the
age of twelve and fourteen he had read it over repeat-
edly s and he thought himself enriched for ever when he
had obtaineq possession of a small pocket Bible. Per-
haps it woulq scarcely be proper to relate the different
plans he iadopted to elude the notice of the family, who
had no idea of the enjoyment he found in reading and
retirement, and the means he employed to rescue from
sleep ‘a little time for these purposes. Happily for his

5
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¢urn of mind, he had a small lodging room to himself';
a considerable part of his pocket money was employed
in the phrchase of candles. Klis master and mistress,
with the domestics, retived at an early hour: he,among
the rest, took his candle up stairs, and, to avoid suspicion,
when he had been a little time in the room, hid the light-
ed candle under an earthen vessel till he supposed the
family were all asleep; when he betook himself to his
delightful employment for a considerable part of the
night. Sometimes he tied a weight to his foot, and at
others fastened his hand to the bed-post, that he might
not sleep too long. These circumstances are not men-
tioned here to excite imitation, for he was himself after-
wards sensible of their impropriety, in the injury which
his health sustained ; but they show the decided bent of

“his mind, which no obstacles, even of a prudential nature,

could restrain.  This notice of them mray likewise lead
those who are distinguished by privileges, and have

‘every encouragement from their parents and other con-

nexions, to value their opportunities, and to be more
solicitous to improve them in a suitable manner. A
considerable portion of the time thus redeemed from
sleep was spent in earnest and fervent prayer,

During the former part of this period he knew
nothing of the dissenters, and methodism was not much
talked of ; but he occasionally went on Sabbath evenings
to the presbyterian chapel at Bradford, where, accord-
ing to a custom which had long prevailed among the
puritans, the sermons preached at the place were re-
hearsed from notes, which, in this instance, had been
taken down by a gentleman of the name of Swain.
The discourses were principally such as Mr. Swain had.
heard there in his younger days. The good man read

) .
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his' MS. papers with great piety and affection, some-
times introducing a few remarks of his own. He was
often melted into tears, both from a recollection of past
days, and a painful conviction that there had been a
considerable declension in religion since the time when
these sermons were first preached. With this worthy
gentleman he formed an acquaintance, which was of
great service to him. His constant aim was to seek
the society of those from whose judgment and expe-
vience he might derive advantage. He had indeed, as
was often remarked by those who knew him, from the
age of fifteen or sixteen, all the gravity and appearance
of maturity; hesoon ¢put away childish things,’ and as-
sociated with men. :

Of all his acquaintances at this period, a Mr. David
Pratt was the most intimate. This good man treated
him with the kindness of a parent. e was a per-
son of considerable literary attainments, and desirous
of giving every encouragement to young persons of
promising talents and dispositions. ~He not only lent
him many valuable books, to the purchase of which
his own finances were not adequate, but assisted him
in the study of the Latin language, and in other
branches of learning. They passed their evenings, and
frequently their midnight hours, with each other.
Among the Latin books for which he was indebted to
his friend, he placed great value on one containing a
short system of divinity, wherein the original = story
may be found, from which the poet Parnel took the
idea of his “ Hermit.” Mr. Pratt was well versed in the
system professed by the preshyterians, and took great
pains in catechizing young persons. He was very fond
of Mr. Flavel's writings, which he no doabt recom-
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mended to his youthful associate ; and we may, proba-
pably, from this period, date his attachment to the
works of that excellent divine.

This valuable friend he lost at a time when his contij.
nuance with him was most desirable; and it does not ap-
pear, from the scanty documents remaining, that he be.
came acquainted with any other person, during his resi-
dence at Bradford, from whom he received much advan.
tage, in a literary point of view. His last interview
with his friend was very affecting. Ile went to see him
on the morning of the day on which he died, and haq
some interesting conversation with him ; at the close of
it, after inquiring the hour, and being informed it wag
six, he stretched himself on the bed, and instantly ex-
pired.

About the time when he was deprived of the aid of
this kind and intelligent friend, his attention was irpe.
sistibly attracted by the ministry of those eminent mep,
the Rev. George Whitefield, Messrs. John and Charles
Wesley, and Mr. Grimshaw, whose unwearied labours
produced a most important change in the Christian
church; the effects of which not only remain, but haye
been extending ever since that period. That we may '
be the better able to form an idea of what they, as in.
struments in the hand of God, effected, it may not pe
improper to take a cursory review of the state of the
professing world previous to their appearance on the
scene of action.

The ministers of our holy religion had been fop a
succession of years more distinguished by their learnip
than by that primitive simplicity and holy | fervour
which are no less necessary to.a faithful discharge of
the trust reposed on them, as dispensers of the oracles
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of God.  Avoiding every thing which they considered
as bordering on intemperate zeal and enthusiasm, as
puritanical, and as such obnoxious to the court party,
their sermons became polished harangues on virtue,
illustrated more frequently by quotations from heathen
writers than by references to the only true standard of

faith and practice. It is readily allowed that many of
them were able defenders of the Protestant faith,
against the assaults of infidelity and the errors of the
church of Rome. They understood and judiciously
stated those external arguments by which the attacks
of the avowed enemies of Christianity might be re-
pelled. On these accounts their writings are justly
held in high estimation. They also explained and
enforced the duties incumbent on man as a creature of
God, and a member of civil society; but their preach-
ing, in too many instances, degenerated into a cold
System of morality, so that both ministers and people
were ‘at ease in Zion,” and, to use the language of the
parable, the foolish and the wise virgins slumbered
together. This declension was apparent both in the
episcopal church and among the descendants of the old
presbyterians. Moral essays delivered in a dull, unin-
teresting manmer cannot be likely to produce a per-
Manent impression on the minds of the hearers. ¢ Si
Vis me flere, dolendum est primum tibi ipsi.” * Where

* We are here reminded of the answer given by a celebrated
actor 1o a minister, who had expressed his surprise that theatrical
performances excited so much attention and interest, though known
to be mere effusions of fancy, while the truths delivered from the
pulpit were heard with indifference: ¢ JVe,” says he, < exhibit
fictions as though they were realities, while you utter realities as
though they were fictions.”
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this strain of preaching prevails the grand, the dis.
tinguishing doctrines of the gospel are glossed over,
or lightly touched upon; its glory is obscured, and
it is scarcely distinguishable from a system of mere
cthics. Tt is evident that sermons of the above de-
scription could not be calculated to alarm the con-
science ; the necessity of an ‘atonement was in a great
measure‘ kept out of sight, and a kind of 1ntermed1ate
system ‘held forth, concealing the dreadful, the fatal
disease, and lulling the mind into security under the
idea that imperfect services would be accepted, and
that in performing them, as far as the frailty of human
nature would permit, there would be no doubt of thejr
ensuring ‘the Divine favour, and making their peace with
God.  This kind of preaching was adapted to the taste
of the fashionable world ; it did not run counter to their
prejudices and proud imaginations; so that the offence
of the cross ceased—With respect to the lower classes,
they either could not comprehend what was advanced,
or, if they paid any attention, their feelings and passiong

_ were not interested, so that what they heard passed

away like a © tale that is told.” In how many instances,
alas ! is this the case still, where the same method ig
continued, both within and without the pale of the
church ! What a contrast do we observe in them to
the apostolical labours ofa \Vhlteﬁeld a Wesley, a Grim-
shaw, and a Venn! What zeal, what steady perse-
verance, did these men evidence in promoting the all-im-
portant objects they had in view, being willing to spend
and be spent for the sake of Christ ! It is acknowledged
that, on some occasions, their zeal bordered too much
on enthusiasm; that they sometimes used expressions
which were neither justifiable nor prudent, of which




