
t h e t t h ^ £ A b r a h a m s Fami ly were 
nanc u n t i l ! a^erwar^^^^^^^^^^ S . t t r e l 

n y wayes tnUrged, made mor adminif t ra t ion 
thcnevcr chey were .̂ ^^^^^^^ o f their p r i v i ! 

^•"^^^f^hem cha yoke,thac ha and c o f t l y w a y o f admi> 
' S i ^ n w h c l f n d they nor their Fathers were able mft ra t ion , w m c n ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ /^^^ Covenant is 

h a d n o ^ l r ^ in r e fped o f , they were under the W 
dace o f ""dcr agc,in compari fon o f o^tfrecd,m^^ 
as l e U as they are called a ^^/y N<alon, ^ fnub4r j>eof U,. ^ 
X f ^ s ' - c r a L , feparatcd to h im f r o m a l l other people^ to 
vvhomfas w e l l as to them, belongs the adopiony the Cove, 
nmt the fremifes 5 we as we l l as they, in joy h i m t o be our 
Father and w i t h his deareft Son our L o r d , are made Co_ 

o , , . H h d r e s o f t h c i r / V ' ' ^ o f g lp ry- . h a v e a l l t h c f c things 
• w k ^ no ton l j ^mthec l ea rnc l l c o f the a d m i n i . 

ftration,but in fome fenfc i n greater extent to perfons w i t h 
' us,thcrc is neither raak nor fbmale. J V ' ^ ^ ' -

Some indeed goe about to Hiew, that mTome things the 
Tewshad greater priviledgcs then wee have, as that Ahra. 
ham had the priviledge to be called tht Father oj; the Faith, 
full' that Chrift fhottld bee born of his flejh,Marf h ad thep r iv i , 
ledge to be the Mother of Chip, and the whole N a t i o n this 
^{xs'^'&^tt^thAtGodmllcdlin^t^^^^^ 
been caft o f f f o r unbelief many hundred ycersj w h i c h p r i v j , 
ledgeSjfay they, none o f the Gentiles\a.^t^Qx can have. 

, Cor. J. lo­
cal. 4.1. S'̂ ' 



ASemonof the Safti'^ngof Infants, . 31 

Anfmr. But t h e f t th ings have no w e i g h t : W e are i n - Anfw, 
i f \ 1 <l"ir ing f o r privi lcdges w h i c h are branches o f the Ce-Mmnt 
jiffl Grace J w h i c h every man w h o is i n Covenant w i t h G o d , 

dif'JJ might expert f r o m Gedhy vertuc o f the Covcnant,vvcre he 
* ^ Frfifelyte, not f o r any particular ovpeculiar favour 

^ild'" t o a particular w<i;?,or»7^W4»,or/47?;/7^, or m^<r: A l l thcfe 
I forementioned th ings , and many other o h h c like kindc (as 

^^^ •^i»iftery o f the Tabernacle and Tcm^le^ t o belong to me 
V r t Kingly oftce t o one Family ^ fuch and f u c h men 
UA never to lack a man o f their h o u f e t o j?W^r/ tfr /?f7tf^/) p ro-

^^^'^^^ '^^^^^^^'^^T^ t'ree.gracey but were no p..rts o f tha t 
\ m Covenant o f grace w h i c h G o d made to Abraham^ and all 
\ A ^ " ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ • I ^ o r c o u l d f w r y man in Covenant challenge thefe 
%Wi ' j ? ^ " § s / ^ G o d s h a n d , a n d t h a t b y v e r t u e o f t h e Covenan t? 
hiA ^**"^ '^^v^^y*>'^^ofchempromife t o h i m f c l f e that C h r i f t 

Qf. f h o u l d be b o r n o f his flefh < O r every one o f their w o m e n 
' / that ftie fliould be the mother o f C h n f t ? C o u l d every one 
^kA w h o m G o d owned t o be in Covenant w i t h h i m , p romi fc 
J J ^ y / f ^ " e o f t h c C o v e n a n t , t h a t t h e i r c h i U f e - n i f c a f t o i f b y 
iltn «»^'^^'^A> " l o u W after many hundred years be again called 

A m< W e fpeak o n l y o f f u c h priviledges as mre tmn)erjally 
^ i and commontoall w h o were in Covenant^for w h i c h by vef-
' / tue o f the Covenant they m i g l i t r d y e u p o n God-, I - c any 
A man ihcw out o f t h c Scripture where our pr iv ikdges under 

j j i ' ^ the GofpcI ,are cut f h o r t i n any o[>/^«/f t i l ings, and he fai th 
fomewhat-, and in particular f o r the cafe i n hand, concer­

to/I* n ing our Infants r igh t t o the Covenant o f Grace, and the 
I feale o f i t ,once we are furc the In fan t children o f a l l Cove-

01 mmers were w i t h i n the Covenant , and the feale a l fo be-
t o t hem, and by vertue o f the Covenant ( w h i c h is 

r j the f ame ; w e plead their intercft i n in Utz ariy-man 
m f b e w when and where this was taken away, when r h e l n -
r j f j fan t -chi ldren o f bdeevers were expunged out o f iW'Covb-
¥h nm o f grace 5 certainly whoever w i l l goe about t o de-

IB. 2 prfve 



. ^ A Sermon of the Bdfti^ng ef lnfmts, 
pr ivc t hem o f i t , t o cat o f f f u c h a great part o f the c o m f o r t 
o f hektvm^ P4r^;?ff,muft produce teft imomes, before 

t i e S l o ^ y ^ \ ^ ' ; ^ V ' t ,hc Covenantor grace 5 even th i s ( l 
t f ^ l f v e toch^drea belong to ' c o d s F a m i l y and 
k y j to have Y)>tv\\s : Ccr ta inly , thegreatef t 
K ingdom, chadren ,andin them the fa lva . 
trealure of 1 how uncomfortable a t h ing were 
' l " " ' ' ' ?a rcn^s t ^ ^ ^ ^ ^way the very ground o f their^hop, 

I have no ground o f hope f o r any particular per fon , Un-
•\\ he be brought under the Covenmt of GrAce. AMch^ 

w o r l d as 1 have fo rmer ly touched,is divided in to t w o king, 
2 ; « . . ; h e K i n g d o m o t , C h r i f t , w h i c h is the C l w c h . , 
the k ingdom o t Satan, w h i c h is the reft o f the W o r l d . 
S n v f o f o n g a s a n y perfon is .^^^^^ 
Q^Chrifl we have no caufc to doubt their eltmon and (ah^ 
'tion until they v i f i b l y (hew the contr.5ry,although we kno^v 
that^hel•enrefomer^/ ' r^.Mf among them f o o n t h c other 
fide although we know C h n f t hath many of his EU^f^^ 
be eathered out o f the Devils k i n g d o m , yet we have no 
cauleorground to hope that any particular pc r fon is any 
other ih^n^reprohM, being a vihble protc l led member o f 
Satans k ingdom,unt i I I hec give hope to the contrary; now 
wha t a m o f t uncomfortable abridgement were this o f the 
qovemrjt of Grace, thus apparently to-cut o f f the W o f 
Seleevtrs f r o m their v ihble r igh t in the C h u r c h o f 
C h r i f t , an.d .to .pyt t h e m . i n / t h e v i f ib le k ingdomc of 

A n d , Secondly^ as really u n w i l l i n g m u f t they look to 

find 



^ ASirmmoftht'Baptiz.ingofJnfantu-^^ 
u find Parents, t o part w i t h their childrens r i gh t t o iWieafe 
K J o f the Covenant this the i r r ight t 6 the Covenant be ing 

fjfi' fhe ground o f hope that belee'uiA Parents c^nhavQ that 
i j i l ^ their Infants w h o die i n the i r Infancy,are faved,rathcr then 

Infants o f Turker^ had need bee fealed, i f they l i v e u n t i l l 
i/<of they are g r o w n men, andgive other fignesof grace, they 

. may conceive g o o d hopes o f t hem, though they were not 
lealed w i t h a Sacramcntall fea le : T h i s therefore is appa-
rent , that the cu t t ing o f f our priviledges & comforts i n thefe 

C%4 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Z'^^^^ abr idgment o f the privi lcdges o f the new 
V Covenant ,and w o u l d put the Seed of Abrahams f a i th in to a 

w i f « 7 ^ o r f e condit ion in regard o f their po f t e r i t y , then the. 

j j j f j t h i s p o a r m e had been preached to t h e m , m i g h t have re-
join p i y c d u n t o S t . P « ^ r , w h c n h e c x h o r t e d t h e m t o be baptized 

'^-'^^^ childrens good-^Nay^ Peter^ evert therefore we w i l l not 
jji p̂  j be baptized, f o r as yet we arefure our Ch i ld ren are in C o -
y / ' i vepant w i t h God,and reckoned to his f a m i l y but i f we re-
i^ff'Ji « i v c your new w a y , our chi ldren m u f l be counted to the 
( f i i^ingaom o f the Dev i l l - , and f o m i g h t theylnColofz. when 
f i ' ' ' | | t o l d they need no t be c i rcumcifed, becaufe Bap-
M t j f m came i n the r o o m o f i t , m i g h t have rcplyed, that 
•ilf' though they need not be c i rcumci fcd themfelvts, yet they 
M,[ '^vonld ftiU ci rcumcife their <r;^/7i/r^^, becaufe Bapt i fa l was 
JtP l no t t o be a p p l y e d t o them according to thc le mens D o -
•|,ir^ <Itrine. 

''J; U p o n thefe five Conc lu f ions , i . T h a t the Covenant o f 
.^{oh grace is always the fame. 2. T h a t the Infants o f i h o f e i n 

C o v e n a n t , are always reckoned Covenanters w i t h their 
if^jfji Parents. 3. T h a t our B a p t i l m fucceeds i n the r o o m and 
fii 'y ufe o f their C i r c u m c i f i o n . 4 . T h a t b y Gods exprclTe or-
li« 2 " ^ r , their Infants were t o be C i r cumc i f ed , as i t was a feale 
T.( ^\^^^ Covenant. A n d 5. that our priviledges f o r our 
io^' le lvcsandot i r C h i l d r e n are at Icaf t as honourable, large, 

1 and 
A 



A Semon of the BaptiH^ing of Infants, 
andeomfor tab lc asthcirswere j T h e C o n c l u f i o n f o l l o w s 
undeniably,thac therefore the Infants of heieeving pareftts aye 
to bee baptised. 

Again f t this. Argument ths Anabaptifts objc( f l many 
.things. T h e y fay the Covenant was not the fame-, fonig 
df them iay,the children o f the ^ewes vvcre not under the 
Covenant m relation to fpirituall things: T h e y f a y <:/>f»;t»7£-;_ 

fon and baptijm fervcd not f o r the fame ends and nfcs: They 
(ay C i r c i ;mc i f i on was adminif t red as a N a t l o n a l l badge 
and properly/c4/<df temporall blelTmgs.Thcy fay,whatever 
pfiviledges Inkats oi'Belee'v^rs had before Ch r i f t s time^thcy 
have mrv noneat all5 and many f u c h l ike things: A l l which 
I have fo f u l l y cleared in this former D i f cou r l e , that I f u p . 
pole I need not adde any more 5 the main and only Obje-

f d i o n remaining,which hath;any colour o f weight in i t , 

"this. A . t V,.- - , \ : \ :. - ' , . 
There U no eommandj m expreffehjlftution, or clear exam. 

We vvanr a '̂̂ ^ Ttjiament ofbapti'^ng of Infants :hnA in the 
tonimandancJ adminif t rat lon o t Sacraments, we arc not to be led b y our 
example, Q w n reafon, or grounds o f Iceming probabi l i ty , but b y the 

expreffe order o l Chr i f t , and no otherwife. 
M^' I f b y in f t i tu t ion , command and example, they mean 

Though there exprcfTe fillab/cdllcommand, drc. I grant that m l o many 
bee no exp.efl-e ^^^.^r^ .^.^ ^^^ ^^^^^^ . ^ j ^ ^ Tefiaw^t, no exprcffe com~ 

m^indinihc NeivTepmm, that t h e y f l i o u l d be baptized-
no expreife example where Ch i ld ren were baptized - but I 
alfoadde, that I deny the confequence, that i t info many 
mr^s i t be not commanded in the K e w Tcftamenr, t t oughc 
not to be done,tbis is not true d iv in i ty , that Chr i f t i ans are 
n o t t y e d t o o b f e r v e t h a c , w h i c h is no texpre f ly and i n f o 
many words fet down in the N e w Tef tament^ there is 
no cxpreffe reviving o f the Laws concerning the forbidden 
degrees o f marriage in the N e w Tcf t amen t , except o f not 

a mans fathers W i f e , i Cor. B, no cxprelfc L a w a-

gainft 

We want a 

command 
cxainplo. 

Which is not 



A SermonoftheBaj^tizmgoflnfms, " 
Mi, i ga inf t P o l y g a m y , n o expreflc command f o r the celebration 
' j ^ j / o t a weekly Sabbath-,are therfore Chr i f t i ans free i n al thefe 
\df ^ J^^^ i n the P o i n t o f Sacramems there is no exfreffe 
tr. cvmmand, no example in a l l the N e w Te f t amen t , where 
. J f W o m e n received the Sacrament o f the Lords Supper, 
u '^"^''^ *5 no fx/^rf^e command that the ch i ld ren o f Beleevers 
lic J w h e n they are g r o w n , fhou ld bee and bapt ized, 
re y though i n f t r u d e d b y their Parents 5 cxprefTe command 
|iey'j# there is,that t h e y H i o u l d teach the Heathen's.n^ the ^erves 
j j y and make them D i f c i p l e s , and then baptize them, but no 

'^'^ chi ldren o f thofe that are Beleevers 
m S ^ r . ' '^"S ' ' ^""^ ^^P"^^^ t l i c y a r e g r o w n men-, 
•hri I n o r a n y example where ever that was d o n e , w i l l any man 
iiiify,cneretore lay, that c h r i f t ian womenzK not t o be partakers o f 

V. the Lords Supper^ nor the chi ldren o^beleewrs when rrowtt 
?"T?-^^ ^'^/'//Xf^.? I th ink none w i l l be f o abfurd as t o a f f i r m 

^ck i t^-If It be la id , though thefe things be not exprefly and in ter-
! / « / « ^ m t h e N e w T e f t a m e n t , yet they are there 'vertmlly. Yecbygood 

^flH and by undemabk confeque^ce: I confeffe i t is true, f o have confcquence 
nve^r^m..^j , ,and by mdenia'jleco^Je^uence fuff ic ient evidence . ^ ^ X ? ' " " 

'i'^/J?"^^.^ b a p t i z m g o f children,both(r<»?»;/?4»^j and examples ; Borh in the 
Ĵ ,,t' l ; o r ,h r f t ,we have Gods commmdto Abraham as he was the ^'""'"^"j'/g'-
' J Covenanters, that hee fhould Cede hU chUdren r „ whfh'rcV 

^ mmth the jealeef the Covenant. N o w this t ruth a l l our D i - chc'hus. 
1^7' vmes detend againft the Papif ts , that all Gods commands 
%i inft i tut ions about the Sacraments o f the ^-ervs, binde us 
[jfl',;! as much as they d i d them^ i n a l l th ings w h i c h belong to 

the fubftance o f the Covenant , and were not accidental 
i 7 ""'^^ t h e m : as becaufe c i f cumci f ion is called a [eale of the 

Covenant^ therefore our Szctzmcuts are feales of the Cove-
becaufe c i rcumcif ion m i g h t be admini f t red but once 

' / V ^ ^ ^ f S the /e^/e o f i n i t i a t i o n , therefore bap t i fm being a l -
n i Jj* the feale o f in i t i a t ion , is aUo t o be admini f t red but once. 
fofj,f But that c i reumcif ion was to be adminif t red upon the eighth 
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w h i c h camexnroom^^^^^^^^^^ Sacraments 
ftanceof the in the C o -

venant • (astne o £0;^?^/^^, and upon 

their P^'l^^^.^^^-^.^^if;^,,,; was ..a^^.^^/Z.and l o binds'not 

f 7 r m f m a n d e r e n t binds us f o r the Mance o f i t as 
fou r th CommanaeiTi ^ ^-fjere G o d once for a l l 

r ^ ^ ' ^ r n n e d a v o?fevent?be facred to himfc4ks and a 
? P ' ' ' ' u 2 o d bound in a l l ages to give unto G o d that one 
,he w o r l d f^^^^^^^ ^ ^ , , h o ^ f i „ g . N o w 

S s daie G o d chole the 14 day o f the feven to be 
? K 1 ^ d havina b y the lath and rejmrcaion^i 

!\. put ^ ^ ^ ^ - ^ ^ ^ S a b b a d y n d fur ! 
S the day o f t h e week inftead thereof to be the 

K d a y » n o Commandment f o r the keep. 
i^S o f t h 7 i . r ^ . day. being tved by the four h Command-
m i n t to keep tha i day o f /even w h i c h the L o r d Ihould 

- choOfe,the L o r d having cholen t h j f , the fou r th C o m m a n d ­
ment binds us to th/,^is i t did the ^avs to the former: [Q 
the like manner,! f ay , in the Sacrament o f Bap t i im . 

r-rri r^^A rUp (^.(wen:if\t. w i t h L^brah W h e n G o d made the Covenant w i t h Abraham, 
promifed f o r h i s p a r t t o b e chc G o d o f h i m and his Iced, l a n d his Iced 
what G o d promifed to Abraham ^ we ciaime our part i i ' 
i t as the children oF Abraham, and w h a t G o d required 
on Abrahams part f o r the (ubjlnnce of obed^e^ice, we a l l ftand 
charged w i t h , as w e l l as Abraham', "^et Abraham ^XQ 
t ycd to beleeve., to lo<ve the L o r d w i t h a l l our heart, to have 
our heart c i rcumci icd, to walk before G o d i n uprigbtnefle ' 
t o i n f t r u f t ©ur C h i l d r e n , and b r i n g them up f o r God 

and 



A Sermon of the Bdpiz'mg of Infants, • j - j 

and noc f o r our felves, nor for the D c v i l l , t o teach them 
f jjl̂  t o w o r f l i i p G o d according t o his revealed wil)> tc* t r a in 
jifc^ui t hem up under the Ordinances and inf t i i i - t ions o f Gods 
f f Q i o w n appointment: A l l thefe things Gods C o m m a n d to 

Abraham c\\-ixg<^^ upon alUht C h i l d r e n o f the Covenant , 
ptd t hough cherc were no exprcffe reviving ihtCc Commands in 
,jiir'jj,i) any part of the A ' m Tejlamcm, and therefore conlcqueht ly 
K/Ẑ jH that command o f G o d to v /h ich bound ^ / i f / f ^ ' ^ of 
iifJ^y t^je J-ewsy t o t ra in up their ch i ldren in that manner o f w o r -

jjij l l l i p w h i c h was then i n force,binds the feed o f Abraham, now 
^^Jly to train up their chi ldren in c o n f o r m i t y to fuch Ordinances 

as w j v a r e in fo r ce . 
iikfi A n d the fame command w h ' c h i n joyncd Abraham t o 
]OKJ fialehh chi ldren w i t h the feale the Covenant, injoynes 

as f l i rongly toy^^/cijwrj w i t h the /^<» /eof the Covenant , and 
•QO^ t h a t c o m m a n d o f G o d w h i c h exprejfely bound Abraham to 

f<^^^^ his w i t h the fign o f Circumcijron^ w h i c h was the Sacra-
[[ity msnt then in force, fro tempore^ d o t h vertually bindc us t o 
; A fi'^^^ ours w i t h the fign o f U4;;^//«»/,vhich is the Sacrament 

» w in force^and fucceeds i n the r o o m o f the other b y his 
jfcfy o w n appointment , 
rpf̂ ^ There is one command b y cleare confcquence, another ^^^.^ ^^^^^ 
I C^l you (hall findc, UVlat. 2 8. where our Saviour bids them Goe 28.ip. opened 
pf̂ /̂ and teach all NationStBaptizing them in the Name of the Fa- explained. 
Q, ther^ andof the Sonne^ and of- the Holy Ghofl: W h e r e y o u 
1/ hiivet\\ot\\ing% : V'ii^t What they wereto^doe-^ Secondly, 
Pj, ' To whom they xvere to doe it. T h e y were to preach and teach 

all things which hee had commanded them J that is, they were 
v'l t o preach xX\c whole Gojfel^ Mark. 16. 15. T h e who le 
f r f Covenant o f Grace, containing a l l the promi{es ,whereof 

|̂j< t h is is one, 'viz.. That God rvlll bee the God of beleevers^and of 
f ' j their feedy that the feed of beleevers are taken into Covenant 
' ' y with their I'arents.Tbls. is a part o f the G o f p e l preached unto 
'i J Abraham, and they were t o Baptize them, that is, t o ad-
1/ ' F a minif tec 



Numb.i4iji. 
Nch.io.a8-

A Simon of the Bapi^ng of Infants. 

m i n i f t e r b a p t i f m a s a 5erf/eof the Covenant to all w h o re­
ceived the Covenant . Secondly, wee have the prfons to 
whomthty wevG to doethis,all Nat/ons, whereas before the 
C h u r c h was tyed to one Na t i on , one N a t i o n onely were 
D i f c i p l e s , novv their CommifTion was extended to make 
rt/ZNationsDifciples, every N a t i o n w h i c h fliould receive 
thQFakhMdbec to h im n o w , as the peculiar N a t i o n 
o f the Serves had been in time part. I n a xvom,Natio», 
here are oppofed to the one Natmbc(orc. N o w w e know 
whentha t .;^^ N a t i o n o f the ^ .n^^were made Difc,pl<=3^ 
Tnd circumcifed, their Infants were made Dirc ipks , (made 
robe on" t o G o d s S c h o o l e ) and circumcifed wi t luhena , 
when that Na t i on was made Difc ip les i n Abrahams 
lovncs, and c i r cumci fed , their feed aifo was the fame 
vvhen that Na t i on was taken out o f Egyp t , and aBmliy 
made Dilc iples , their children were a l fo w i t h t hemj and 
wee k n o w that i n every N a t i o n the Children make a great 
o a r t o K h e N a t i o n , and are alwayes included under every 
^dmmif t ra t ion to the N a t i o n whether promifes or 
threatnings. priviledges or burthens. Mercies or Judge, 
ments, uniefTe they bee excepted; f o are t h e y i n Cit,es^ 
i n Families,it being the V ° ^ ^ e S c " p t u r e w^^^^^^ 
^ W ^ t o / y o f a P e o p l e , N a u o n , C i t y , or Fami ly , to bee 
either faved or damned, to receive mercies or pumniments 
c x p r e f l y t o except/w/^^f^ when they are to be excepted 
as wee fee in the judgement that befe l l / / r /*f / in the W i l d e r ! 
nefie, when a l l that rebellious Company that came out o f 
Erjp^ vvas to perifh by Gods righteous d o o m , their l i t t l e 
ones were exprcf ly excepted. Numb. 14. 3 1 . and in the 
Covenant 4<^W<^jentred into by the b o d y o f t h e Nat ion 
;V^^. i o . i t is exprcfly l imi ted t o them w h o had knowledge 
andunderftanding. A n d the Difciples w h o received this c . received this 
C o m m i f l i o n knew w e l l , that i n a l l Gods fo rmer admini 
jflrations, when any Parents were made Difc ip les , their 
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(hildren were taken i n w i t h them t o appcrtaine to the fame 
Ichoole , and therefore i t behooved the L o r d t o give t h e m 
a f o r the leaving out of Infants m his new admini -
I t ra t ion , that they might k n o w his minde ,had he intended 
to have them l e f t out , w h i c h that ever he d id i n w o r d o r 
cleedjcannot be f o u n d in the Scriptures. 

I f i t be faid, they are not capable o f being D i f c ip l e s : 
I anfwer,even as capable as the Infants o f the Jews , and 

A rolelytes were, when they were made Difciples: and be-
uac, they are devoted t o be D i f c i p l e s , being to be trained 
up by the P^r^«?^ w h o are f r o m their infancy to teach them 
the knowledge o f C h r i f t , anda t thep re l en t , they are ca-

.pable o l his owne teaching : and fure I a m , in Chr i f t s o w n 
maleet t o belongto chrift, and t o be a Difciple o f C h r i f t . o r to M»rrfi., 0.42; 
b e a r ^ ^ ^ « 4 « . . o f C h r i f t , i s a l l o n e , a n d chat fuch Infants doe 
t>elong t o C h r i f t , a n d beare the name of C h r i f t , I have fu f f i -
ciently proved already. 

r^f^S-^ ^ t ^ S ' ^ "^^y fe r iouf ty weighed whether that ex-
p e f f i o n ^ ^ ^ . 1 0 . 1 5 . N o w therefore w h y tempt ye G o d to 
put a yoke upon the necks o f the Difdples.do not neceffitate 
us,to give the name o^DifapUs t o Irtfants^^ w c l as to ^rown 

u ' '•^^^^".thus. A l l they upon w h o f e necks thole fa l fe 
1 eachers w o u l d have put the yoke o f c i rcumci f ion are cal­

led to be called Di fc ip l e s : but they wou ld have 
put the yoke o f c i rcumcif ion upon Infants, as w e l l as ^rorvn 
»^cn: thc r fore In fan ts as w e l l as g r o w n men are called D i f -
cipies and tobeca l led f o . T h e major is undeniablc,thc w-!';?(?r 
i prove thus; T h e y w h o preffed c i rcumcif ion to be in force , 
according to the manner ofMcfes Law, and w o u l d put i t upon 
tneir necks after the manner of Mofes his Law, they w o u l d put 
It upon Infants o f thofe w h o weie i n Covenant w i t h G o d , 
as w e l l as upon the necks o f t ho fe w h o were g r o w n men, 
r o i 10 Mofcs L a w required: but thefe fa l fe teachers prelTed 
c i rcumcif ion to b e > , i n f b r c e , as is apparent, ^<f?. 
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40 
A Sermon ofthe Bapri^ng of Infants. 

Annrhev command by good confequence f o r t h e b a p t U 
z i i S ^ha. forcmentioned pface 
V here the ApofHe exhorted them to repent & be baptized, 

r" 1 T vou , c earely proves tnat tnet^hiidi-en 
' " f V X vJho bdeev^^^^^^ are baptized, are taken into C o -

^nt . n d ?herefo^^^^^^ %ood confequence they alfo are to 
T e ve t t S ô ^̂  'The T e x t n o t o n e l y 
receive ' ^ ' f j ' ; ? ' - ^ . .^i^hin the Covenant, but a l fo that a 
^ T t o ^ S S s a Z^e^ucnce o f bemg wi th in the Cove-
' < l h S Commands : fo rExampks , though the re 
f n n l d h e n o n e there is no great argument in i t , when the 
? r s f o pla n:Ve^ we have?xamples enough,by good con-
S t nce f f o r you l l ia l l finde the Gofpe! took place.juft as 
the oIdadmini f t ra t ion ,by bringingia whole families together.. 
when Akaharnv}xs taken i n , his who le Family was taken v. 
^ i t h h i m • when any o f t h e Gentiles turned Prolelytes^or-
•Willi iim-' 7 J . „ - ,L ,Kc.t-n • in i n t l-i <- ,_ 

t ^n r i l t i an .n i i w i i > - ' i > - j , . \ ^ c ri. '* 
h im . The who lehoufeho ld of c:<?rw///^/,the h r f t converted 
G e n t i l e , ^ ^ . 11. i4 . the houfehold of Stephanas. H e h o u f c 
h o l d o^ArifMm the houfehold o f Narcifji^s-, the h o u f c 
h o l d o f Ljdia 1 the houfehold o f the C7.w/^?'.,thele are exam-
pies not to be contemned. 

A n d whereas f o m e o b j e a a g a i n f l this Argument , taken 
f r o m whole Families, that the argument is at leaft as f l rong 
to prove that the Jewi f l i Infants d id eat the PalTeover, be-
caufe not on ly levcral l Families mighc,bii t d i d , and that by 
Gods appointmcnt,eat the Paffeover. 

l A n f w e r , b y denying the confeq ence, the argument is 
not f o f t r o n g / o r t h e one as for the other, becaufe no other 
Scripture fhcws that the Paffeover do th belong to In fan t s . 
but we have other p l a i n Scriptures p r o v i n g that Baptifme 

is 



'A Sermon of the BapiT^ngof Infants. 
is III the r o o m o f C i r c u m c i f i o n , w h i c h belongs therefore 

W.i-r ^ " t*» t s , a s w e l l as g r o w n men: i f any can inftance of any 
' V ^ " ^ ^ J- w h o were c i rcumci fed , the confequcnce 

> " * u'^^"^ Spod, Therefore Infants were^i there were any I n f a n t s , 
nî f̂ i r T ^ • "̂ ^̂ "̂  Scriptures fhew that c i rcumci f ion belongs t o 

' ;„, | .Untanis as w e l l as g r o w n men,but i n this cafe the argument 
^ ;,,Jf;is not g o o d . ^ 

So much f o r m y f i r f l and main Argumen t , they are foede-
V j^fj^^'^f^and therefore m u f t be fignati^ they are under the Cove -
' fi)(' "Jf^t ot Grace,and therefore arc t o be figned w i t h the feale 
t b ^ i f ^^ ' ^ "^ fance in to the Covenant . 
Wit-r A A r g u m e n t , t o w h o m the mrvardoraceof Bap- x AtMnt, 
(V M f { / ^ d o t h b e b 
( j f l i i , ° "^ve thej%-»f, w h o have the thm^: ft^nihed- the earthly 

o f the Sacrament muf t b e g r a n t t d i o chem w h o have 
' i f f , f'^^^'*'^^"^?'/'^^^-but the o f beleevers, even wh i l e 
? ; / Jc^^y .^f^ Infants are made partakers o f the inward Grace o f 

J ^ap t i lme , o f the heavenly and f p i r i t u i l l part, as we l l as 
' { . J gf'-^wn men .• therefore they may,and ouph t t o receive the 
i ; i o u L w a r d f i g n o f B a p t i f m . n . . 
m *i ^"^ '^ '^^ '" 'P^ 'opofi t ion, t\\mheywhoare made partakers of ' „ ^ 

i the r n w a r d g r a c e , ^ ^ j ^ J ^ ^ ^ , ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 4. • 

undeniable i t .s m . n argument, V 1 0 . r . r -
]J^kd water that thefe jhould not bee b.mi'Xed, who have received 
' A ^ ^ " / ^ ^ "'̂ '̂̂  ' V f f a n d again, . ^ ^ . 1 1 . Tor as much 

as God gave them the Itke gifts as hee did mto wktt was I 
I that IcoddwithftandGod? A n d this is f o clear,that the m o f t 

^.fij learned o f the Anabapt i f t s doc readily granr, that i f they 
p any Infants to have received the i n w a r d grace, t hey ^ ^ 
pt dt^rft not deny them the ou tward f ]gn, and that the par t i -
3"'' J^"7^" ^"*J"ts ,whom C h r i f t t o o k up in his A r n i w and blef-

, l e d , might have been baptized. A n d fo r the a f tumpr ionor 
> minor That the Infmts of Bcleevers, even while they are In-

h jmts^ do receive the inward grace, as well as grown mcn^ is as 
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A Sermon of the Bapti^^g of Hants : 
1 • iw u.r rhu- {neech o f the A p o f t k , w h o faith^ plainc, not on ly by tnaL ipeei-iv^' i ^ ^ ^ , » 

, f f u c h is the K-gf ;^^^^^ ^ ^ . / ^ . . . / w h o a r e ' 
that is, f^^^h^^^'^^S'^^vMrrare and that L « L 18 . is pa. W / . a n d meek as ch^re^^^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^ J ^ 

' ^ ' m u i a n f v v e r , though it be true that in ^^A.r places this is 
. . f u f e that C h r i f t makes o f an I n h n t s age and condit ion, 
t o (hew that fuch as receive the K i n g d o m o f Heaven, muft 
bemuTifyed w i t h h u m i l i t y , & c . ike unto ch i ld ren : ye, 
S i t caiinoc be his meaning,becaule his argument is / « ^ , , 
themto cometomce and forbid thm not, becmfeof fuch kth 
ICinzdome of God, that is, my Church and K i n g d o m is made 
up o f thefe as w e l l as o f others. T h i s was the very caufe 
w h y the Difciples rebuked thole w h o brought the children 
t o C h r i f t , becaule they were / ttle, not f t to bee mftruBed^ 
and thereforenot fit that C h r i f t ( l iould be troubled about 
them • this C h r i f t rebukes i n them, and tels them that the 
//Vr/^«f/r^ o f ch i l d r en , is no argument w h y . t h t y f l i o u k l 
kept f r o m h i m : Suffer them, f aid he, tocome, and forbid them 
not for of fuch is the Kingdome of Co l: and what kinde of 
ar<>ument had this been, i f the t e x t Hiouldbe interpreted 
as'thefe men wou ld have i t . Suffer little children to come unto 
me, that I may touch them, take them up in mine armes, 
my bands upon thefn, and ble([e them, becaufe the K ingdom 
o f G o d belongs to t hem,who have fuch like qualities,who 
refemble children i n fome f e l e d propercics ? B y the very 

. fame g round , i f any had brought doves,a.ndfl}eepe to C h r i f t 
t o put h^ hands npan them^ andbleffe them^ the Difciples had 

been 
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i d o m J i f ^ ^ ? '" 'Z' ' '" ' /^' b'^caufe is the K i n g -
n m n f t ? as are partakers o f t h e K i n g d o m o f G o d , 

I be indued w i t h f t ichl ikeproper t ies . • 
¥\ i n j S ! ' wha t one th ing can be named belonging to the w« 5. 
# fe I K - ' u " ^ ^ ' ' "S C h r i f t i a n , whereof Bal t iPmcis a t^^'^J" 
\n f h i / 7 ^f''''^' "̂̂ ^ capable of,as w e l l as ^rown men? n^^^.' 
oft r 2 . r ? P J ' ^ ^ ^ ° ^ ' ^ ^ ^ c ^ ' ' ^ ' " g t h e ifolyGhof}, of union with 

1*; S e s t ' i l ^ ^ ^ ^ ' " ^ ^^^"S^ (Tgn i fyed ind fealed i n 
r \ -mth^ J^""' o fbap t i f t n r and i t is further confiderable, that 

V ' ' S ? n a n d f t r f n ^ ^ 
' . / f L ^ n i " ' P*"^^^ ° f t h a t grace,are b u t « ; . . r f 
/ o S e . l ? ' ' ' ' ' ^ T u " ° '^^^^^ ^h"en a childe do th to^its 
^ ^ t w r S ^"-^""'^^^ fitSubjedstohave 

/ a r r / n them as g r o w n men^and the m o f t g r o w n men 
them ; ' ^ T '^^"^^^ § ^ 3 " when i t is gtVeft 

> h^v h ^ ^ v ^ P f ^^'^^^ «^ A ' ^ or repentance, w h i c h 
f ^ ^ ^ - S S t S ^ ' " ' ^ ' b L g t h e l ^ r i m a r y 

wha t Fr"̂ .̂  c o v e n a n t o f Grace,in its firft w o r k , t o flicw 
4 a i t m i f e r . 1 ? ' ^ ' ' " i ^ J ? ^ ^ ^ 1 ^ ^ « t o miferable noth ing , t o 

i.^ i n W h f n r ^ " ' ^ ^ ' T '^^^^^ and graffe^ h i m 

/ f t & T P " ^ ^ ^ g -^^^" ' ^ ^ n i " any o f thefe,m6rc 
o f rhic " " ' y • ^'^'"S ''^'^^/'^^''^'^ them a l l ; and 

^/ an^T I S"̂ *̂ ^ ^he Sacrament o f bap t i fm proper ly a lea l : 
j,f ana w h o ever w i l l deny, that infants are<:apablc o f thefc 

A inrr FnM^ ^^S^orvn men-, m u f t deny that any Infants d y -
/ " i ' ^^^he i r In fancy are faved by C h r i f t . ' 
/ T n . ^ i r n 1 argument fevcra l l things are objedledrwhich 
^ luauinaevour to remove out o f t h c w a y , 
i(''r r l i ^ f i i l * '̂"^^d' that a l though Infants are capaWeof ObjeS.u 

n f T ' ^'^'^ ^hey no doubt are b y C h r i f t wrough t i n 
*n iny in fan t s , yet may not we baptize them, becaufe, ac-

f] G cording 



A Sermon ofthe Bapi^ng of Infants, 

cording ' to; the Scripture pattern, bo th o f cL>ri(ls. command 
^;w; t f f .28 . inhis ; / / /?<f»f i f»of Bap t i fm , where this was in 
joy'ned and ^ohn the Bap t i f t ,Chr i f t s Dirc iples ,and A D Q 
ftles, T h e y alwayes taught and made them Di l c ip l c s t>£ 
teachingjbefore they baptized any. ' .u L I 
. I anfwer, Fi r f t , tha t o f Matth. 28. is not the inflitutio„ o f (J 
Bapu lm, i t was inf t i tuted long before, t o be the Seale o f t h f k 
Covenant^ i t is on ly an inlargement o f their CommifTion V 
whereas before they were to goe onely to the lojl Jheepe ofthl I 
houfeoflfrael.novr they were to gourito all the mrld. And be (i 
f i de , i t is no where fa id , thai none were bapttT^d, but fuch as 
vi^tt p f f taught, and what reaion wee have to beleevethe \ 
comrary ,you have before fcen. j /; 

Secondly, I t is faid indeed, that they taught and baptj^^ 
ed, and no expreflc ment ion made o f any other but 
reafon is pla in , there was anew Church t o be conftitutecj 
a l l the Jews w h o f h o u l d receive C h r i f t , were t o come ,'f| 
der another admimfiration, and their Infants were to come in \i, 
only in their right, and the Heathen Nat ions w h o were fo ' 
be converted to C h r i f t , were y et w h o l l y wi thout the C o , 
venant o f Grace, and their chi ldren could have no right 
u n t i l ! themfelves were brought in and therefore no mar, 
v a i l £ , t h o u g h b o t h ^ « - & ^ , and C h r i f t s Di fc ip les , and A p o , 
Ales, did teach before they baptized, becau e then no other 
W<;re capable o f bap t i fm ; b u t w h e n once themfelves were 
inifru(ftedand baptized; then the i rchi ldren werecapableof 
i t by venue o f t h e Covenant. I f any in the Jewi f l i Church 
bA4 received C o m m i f l i o n , t o g o and make other Cities 
'profehtes to them, their C o m m i i f i o n muf t have run thus' 
ffo teach andcircunicifei w o u l d it therefore have fol lowed* 
that none m i g h ; bee cirxumciledv but fuch as were fij-jj 

, But if;is pxjtf-fifly f^id- , ; That'hes that belee'ves and ts bapjy^ 
ed,Jball b^faved^r^^FMhin Chrijt is the Cond i t i on , upo^ 

which 



A Sermttofthe Baptizmg of Infants* 

w h i c h men may be b a p t i z e d : and this is the moiOi ComMn 
'' ' y ^ojet i t ion among the ^:v.i?74;/f//?j : Unbdeevers may ?,ot bee 
i f l j baptiz,ed^ ch Idren are nnbdecvers r therefore they may not bee 

baptiz.ed. W c have,{ay they , cleaie cvidence.that Faith is 
m , , ™ a condit ion required i n t h o f e t h i t arc to be bapt ized, noje- , 
pi' videncc oiarjy other condi t ion that makes them capable i o f 

Bap t i fm . Others o f them adde, that under an affirmative 
command , the negative is to bee inc luded, bcleeving is the , 

iK athrmacivc,unbcleeving is the negative,therefbre where be-
di cl^^h '^^"^"'I'inded to bee baptized, unbelecv^rs are 

m P t b i d d e n t o be baptized.- this ob jeAion they much-glory 
'Q A r f ^ ^ ^ ' ^ d^^^al l the w o r l d t o an fwcr i t . . - . ^ , 
\ # 11 -^" '^^"^ but i f this argument have any f l rength at ^"J"*-
0^ a l l againft' the Baptiz-ing o f In fan ts , i t hath m u c h more 

A I t rength againft the/^/T/df/^wof I n f a n t s ; i t is Mdexprefiy 
" " j f ^ that beleeveth,andbapti^d^jhallbe fwed-, but he thatie- j^^.^ i6 iS. 

leeveth not, jhallbee damned: there ye have b o t h the neg^-
V ff"^^ and 4/f/r«^4f;z;e fet d o w n ^ Hee that beleeves fha l l 
7̂  ,1 bee laved hee chat beleeves no t fliall bee damned-, n o w 
ff^^! , I f rame their o w n A r g u m e n t thtSs, againft tht falvatim 
1 ^ o f Infants , Allmbeleevers(hall bee damned^all Infants areun-

beleevers, therefore they fhall bee damned-^ n o w l o o k at wha t 
y doore they w i l l goe out , f o r the / r f / i /^ f /V^ o f i i i fants ,a t the 

;4 fame w i l l we go ou t , f o r the baptiz.in^ o f infants; h o w ever 
they w i l l evade the we f h a l l much more ftrong-vy evade 

^^^i thQother-^ i f they fay this T e x t is meant o f grown men, o f 
the way w h i c h G o d takes fo r the falvation o f g r o w n men , 

|̂,̂  Infants arc faved another w a y , upon other conditions 5 the 
^ fame fay we o f infants bap t i fm , the T e x t means o f thecon--

^̂ j) d i t i o n o f bapt iz ing o f g r o w n men,infaats are baptized up­
on other conditions-, i f they f a y , infants though they can­
not have *<??«^//T:Jaith,thcy may have vlrtmtt Fa i th , Fa i th 
inxh^feed androote , the lame fay w e i f they f ay , t hough 
Infants have no t Fa i th , ye t they may have chat w h i c h is 
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Analogom to f a i t h , the fame fay we , t l iey haye fomvvhat 
w h i c h h^i\ianalogiexo fai th,and as eftcdtuall to make theni 
capable o f baptilm,as o f falvaticn. . 

Secondly, I anfwer , it is no tvhere (a,d unb lccvcrs, 
rather mMcevers i t f l iou ld be faid) wa^ not bee baptij^,^. 
k is fa id indeed, Heethit beleevetb and u bapr^d f\,,u 
faveds and i t i s f a id . That he that belceveth^vnIyn^^^^^^^^ 

be baptized 5 i t i s n o where faid th^ihcthat beleevcth 
notlmajnotbebapti^d: Therefore I deny the confequence, 
i f a l l beleevers n luf t be baptized then no mbelec'vers, or 
beleevers may be baptized ^ thefe t w o are not here intended 
b y way o f o p p o f i t i o n , C h n f t excludes . neither f r o ^ 
bapt i fm,nor ' f rom falvat ion fo r want o f F a i t h , but pfm^^ 
InbeleeversM f ^ ^ h as reftjfe the G o f p e l he excludes fron, 
b o t h • The ftonc upon w h i c h thefe men ftumble, is the 
ienorance in the oppofi t ion in the Scripture they br ing 
w h i c h is not between Seleevers, and their Chtldren, but 
between them, and nnbeleeving and profane ferfons^ vvho 
arc fhu t f r o m the Lords Covenant , Baptifm, and Sal^a. 

Object. J. But fuppofe they arc capable o f he inward grace o f bap., 
t i fme , anS that God doth efeaiia/iy w o r k i t m fo^e o f the 
Infants oUelee'vers, is that f ufficient warrant f o r us to bap. 
t izc . / / the Infants o( Be leavers a t vie knew m what Infants 
the L o r d did work we might bapiizey^-^/e Infants , fay 

jome of them, but that he do th not make k n o w n t o us, we 
cannot k n o w o f any one In fan t by any ordinary way o f 
knowIcdgc, that they are inwardly baptized w i t h the H o l y 
Ghofl^and therefore we may not baptize any o f them, but 
wai t to fee when and in whoni G o d w i l l w o r k the thing n„ 
nifyed^ZTid then apply the fign to them. 

Anffp. Anfwer. Our knowledge that G o d ha th efFe(5iually 
wrought the thing fignifyed,is not the condition upon whic^ 
wc are to apply the f i g n e j G o d no where requires that we 

f h o ) i d 
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fiiould k n o w that they are i n w a r d l y and certainly conver-
,M,, ted, w h o m w e admi t t o the Saciament of Baptifm-, the A -

J pof f lcs thcmfelves were not required t o k n o w this o f t h o f c 
\\4''J\^\\ovi\thej b a p t i z e d j i f they were , they f inned in bapt iz ing 

Simon Magus, Alexander, Hjmenxus, Ananias and Safhira, 
w i t h othcrs.-we are indeed required t o k n o w that they have 

' j / / 'yinthcm*^/iff^»<^/Y/(); j w h i c h m i i f t warrant us to admin/Jler 
^n^fi'J the Jign,not that w h i c h makes them pcffefi of the thingfigntf-
'isnl^^ed^^ fallibleconje^Hres2itQnoiiohQo\xcx\.\\Q i n a d m i n i f f r i n g 
(.//;"'' u'l o f Sacraments,either to Infants or g r o w n men, but a known 
jtli^y>»/e of the word, out o f wh ich rule w e muff be able to make 
;tlic^ j,;; up fuch a judgement, that our admin i f l r a t ion may be o t 
Jt!'^!jifaith,as w e l l as out o f charity: I n bapt iz ing o f g r o w n 

men , the A p o f t l c s a n d M i n i f t e r s o f C h r i f t adminif t red the 
'fjnH^^'^ figne, not becaufe they conjeFiHred that the parties were in-

J w r̂̂ s /̂jf f a n d i f y e d , but becaufe they made that profefion o f 
j,̂ '̂*dj f a i t h and holineffe o f w h i c h they w e r e / m , that whoever 
M^ii had the t h ing i n t r u t h , were received b y C h r i f t i n t o 

jr£ } i C o m m u n i o n w i t h h i m f e l f , a n d that whoever thus made i t , 
/y^'a that C h r i f t w o u l d have them received in to the communion 
<iif'J o f h i sChurch , t hough pofEbly f o r wan t of the inward w o r k 
if) they were never received in to the inward communion w i t h 

J Jefus Chr i f t : indecd when fuch a confe f f ion was mflde,chri-
ifa^ ftian charity w h i c h always hopeth the bef t , and th inkcth no 
j / i y ' e v i l l , bound them to receive them, and think o f them, and 
ioU eonverfe w i t h thcm,as w i t h men i n w h o m the inward w o r k 
y was w r o u g h t , u n t i l l they gave fignes t o the contrary ^ but 
( y this their charity , or charitable conje i lure was not the 
l^J ground o f their <J i /wm»^ them t o the Ordinance , but the 

profef l ionandconfefTion o f the par ty, made according to 
y the W o r d , w h i c h they were bound to reft in yea, I great-
lllii l y queft ion,whether in cafe Peter or Paul could b y the fpir ic 

^ o f revelation have k n o w n that Ananias or Alexander w o u l d 
J have proved no better then hypocritcs,whechcr they either 
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I Pet.3.il-

ASemonof the Bapii^ng of Infants. 

WOUld,or oughc ro have rch^ftd them *rom B i n t i f m , w h i l f t 
they mside that ftdUkeprofefion andconfe/ion, xxr^on which 
Others were admitted w h o m the event proved no better 
thenthofe were. So that I conclude: not our knowledge o f 
xh&t,in^:>rd SanSfifcatim, is rcquifitc t,vrhe admi t t ing o f 
anv t o b a p t i f m , but our kmwledxe of the will of C M , that 
f u c h w h o a r e i n l u c h and fuch condi t ion , /hould b y iis be 
i tceived into the c:ommunion o f the Chu ich j and in this the 
rule to dire(5l our knowledge, is as plain fo r^ /^ /^^ /^ , as for 
^rown men, the rule having been always this T hit gror^„ 
men, who were f rangers fom the Coven.ra of God,anht\^^-
wet , Pagans.Heathens .( l iould upon th.,r bci^g mflruBed, 
and upon ir.f'f'^on of their Faith, and promifeto walk accor. 
dm/to the rtiie-ofthe Covenant i, -be receivbd and added 
t o the Church, and made partakers o f the f e a b o f theiren-
trance 2Lndthe\t Infants to come in with them-, bo th iorts 
upon their admifhon to be charitably hoped o f , unti^li they 
eive fi^nes to the con t ra ry , charity being bound f r o m 
thinking o f ev i l l o f them, no t tyed to conclude certainly 
o f any o f thcm.becaufc they Ought t o know that in a l l ag. s, 
all are not ifrael who ar e of Ifrael, and that many are cdled^but 

few are ehofen. , • i r i 
But a l l w h o enter in to Covenant, and receive the f ca l eo f 

the Covenant ,muft sirpulate (or theirp.^ts as we l l as God 
do th f o r his, they muf t indent With G o d to perform the 
beleevers part o f the Covenant, as we l l as G o d doth to 
perform bis fart, as even this T e x t , i Pet. 3. requires, That 
Bap t i fm wh ich faves us muf t have the a»fwer of a good con. 
fcience to God i now although it be granted, that infants 
are capable o f receiving t h e / r / ? grace i l G o d be pleaied 
to w o r k it in them yet what anfwer of a good confcience 
can there be from Infants unto G o d ? they having not the 
u f e o f Real^ i i , - and not kncjwing wha t the Covenant 
means f 

A n f 



A Sermon of the Bapti:qng of infants. ^,7 

/ # T ^^^^'S^^^ Infants ohht^ews were as m u c h t y c d as the Anfiv. 
' y ^7 '^^ '^ o f ^fleewrs under t l ic G o f p e l , every one w i i o was 

c i r c u m c i f e d ^ a s hound to keep the Law^Gal.-^. and tbck- men 
fif'^ profefTe t h a t / y r ^ w f / ^ I n f k n t s mre mthln the old Coven^./^, 
t f V 7 ^^^y ^"'^^^ w h a t i t meant, nor could have the 
^ o / j i f i w f u l e o f i t w i t h their Parents and others o f d i fc re t ion . 
M Look wha t anfwer they w i l l make f o r the ^rm infants , i f 
(if'Hl t f"^> w i l l abundantly latisfie f o r the Infants oi heleevers un-
,],j«J(der the G o f p e l . 

iKi, Secondly, G o d feales to them prefen t ly , their name is 
f If A put in to thcdeedy and when they come t o years o f d i fc re t i -
H'J? r!!'\h " " ^ r ^ ' t h c n in their o w n perlons they ftand obliged 
m t o the performance o f i t . in the mean t ime J-^efus Chrifi, Hcb.7,22. 
K j 5̂ the furety o f the Covenant , and the lurety o f a l l the 
, / /n, J-ovenanters, is pleafed to be their f u r e t y . we k n o w when 

icvj^rall parties ftand obl iged i n the fame b o n d , they may 
•^^'\i> K at feveral l t imes, and yet be in force af terward toge-
,r, >' tner-, or even a childc iealing in in fancy , may a^niz^e and re^ 
a , f?^^^:L^tbatfealing,when they come toyears o f dilcretion , 

? y a f ^^^y ^ '^^ renounce i t , as done when they undcr-
' ' V i j ^ ^ t j t h c y may free themfelves i f t h i ^ p l e a f e , i f they 
^jty hnde the fo rmer aA an inconvenience or burden to them: i b 
,/* IS It herc ,God o f his in f in i te mercy is p l fa lcd to feale to I n -

j fants whi le they are f u c h , and accepts^of fuch a feale o n 
P P^"^ ' ^'^^y ^̂ "̂  able to give ih;their I n h n t agc^- o t -

l y pecttng a fur ther rat i f icat ion on their part, when they are 
fill to riper years, in the mean time affording them the 
•J I f ^ " " r a n d p r i v i l e d g e o f b e i n g i n Covenant w i t h h i m , o f 
t r^K^ reckoned unto his k ingdom and f a m i l y , rather j h e i l 

J ft A ^ '^^^^^ ' i f when they arc g r o w n men ' they rcfufc t o 
\ i 1 ^his Covenant, there is no hurt done o n Gods' part, 
J ^ ^ t t i i e m fcrve another G o d , a n d take their l o t f o r t i m e t o 

y But w h a t benefi t comqs t o chi ldren by!/«f/& kindc o f ' . f e l - OhjeB. 5. 
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l ing as this is ? i t feems then ( fay they) b^^^^ 
f e i f i o n . thatthisisbutatW/^/^'^^^7'^ '^^^^jf o n Gods p ^ f . 

vi 
and 
wer 
7,edon,to fee whether they w i l l then make i t their o w a vo 

^ T n X . ! K ' ¥ h . r o b > a i o n lay as ftrongly againft G o d . 
w i f d o m e in requiring the /^^mw Infants , even m their I n . 
fancy thus to ic^ile-, and therefore argues no great w i f . 
d o m or modcf ty in men ,who w o u l d thus reafon w i t h God 
about his adminif t rat ions. 2. G o d hath other ends and ufes 
o f applying the feale o f the Covenant t o them w h o arc in 
Covenant w i t h h im , then their/'r^y^;?? it's a Homage 
Worihip,2i^d Honour.toh[m[c\f, and it behoves us even in 
that reipea,/^ fdfillallrighteoufneffe: when chri(h was bap 
tiZed and circmmfed, he was unf i t f o r the Ordinance, 
through \<is perfBm, ^s Ch i ld ren th rough their 
perfekon, being as much 4^f 'y^^^f '«,as C h i l d r e n are ^ t / , ^ 

T . ' I A n f w e r 5 The benefit and f ru i t o f i t at the prcfent is 
very much, bo th to the Parents and to the children • to the 
Parents firft,whilft G o d doth hereby honour them to have 
their children counted to his Church , t o his K i n g d o m , and 
Fami ly , to be under his w i n g and grace,whileft al l the other 
I n f a n t s i n t h e w o r l d have their v i f ib le ftanding under the 
Pr ince, and in the k i n g d o m o f darknefle^and confcquentlv 
w h i l e f t others have no hope o f their childrens fpir i tual we l 
fare , un t i l l they be called our of that condi t ion , thefe need 
not have any doubt o f their childrens welfare , i f thev dv 
• r .I...... : f 1Nr/» nnrin fJ ,^„ /T,^.., ^ ^ j " i n their/«>/<»^>, nor i f they live u n t i l l they Ihewf ignes to 
the c o n t r a r y : G o d having bo th reckonedxhtvix unto hispf.^ 
pie J and given them alt the meanes offahation, w h i c h an 

Second. 



ui' J Secondly, het e is much privi led^e and benefi t co thech iU 
^ / r ^ j " ' W h e n as (befidc wha t i n w a r d fecrec w o r k G o d is plesl-
b/Ĵ jjî  led to w o r k in them) chey be ing Members o f the G i i i i r t h 

"'A ' ^ l ^ r i f t have their fiiare i n the C o m m u n i o n o f Saints j arc 
iIifLf I '^^iembred at the throne o f Grace, every day by thofe that 
is P^ay fo r the welfare o f the Church,and part icularly i n thofc 
jjififLiii)rayers w h i c h are made f o r his b lef f ing upon his Ord inan-

ces. 

rfi^L • ^ " d ^ a f t l y , i t ' s n o f m a l l p r i v i l c d g e f o h a v e that Scale be- Ol>jM, 
^ly^sjltowed upon the in their w h i c h they mzy dftertvards 
ê f ri^Plead when they are^roiv^ and come t o fulfili the conditio}*.' 
6^!:L- then-bemg capable o f the fp i r i tua l l p a r t , m u f t i n -
n }^ them to the ou tward fign, w h y then doe we not alfo 
l,„ £ V d a n t t h e m t o t h e Sacrament o f the L o r d s Supper, w h i c h 
Iĵ ci* ((is the feal o f the Covenant ofGrace^zs w e l l as the Sacrament 
1 o f ' B a p t i l m ? A n d this is urged the rather,becaufe(fay they) * " 
^v.;<%the Infants o f the ^ems d id eate o f the Faffeover, as w e l l as 
^ M j w e r e circumcifed-, n o w i f < » « r Infan tshaveevery way as 
hi y " r g e a privi ledge as the infants o f the ^ews had, then can 
,̂i,r|l jf Wee not deny them the fame privilcdge w h i c h their Infants 

ll^r had,and confequently they muf t partake o f the one Sacra-
j ment,as w e l l as the other . 

^iim I anfwer , that Infants are capable o f the grace o f 54;>- ^w/w. . 
;jm tifme, we are fu rc , not fure that they are capaplc o f the 
\Kl S'̂ ace figned and fealed in the Sacrament o f the Lords Sup-
liMit^^' f o r though b o t h o f t h e m arc feales o f the N e w C o v e -
' ' " " j J^ant, yet i t is w i t h fomc difference-, Bapcifme properly 
^ ' i l e a k s t h e m r 4 » c e / « ? c / > , the Lords Supper, proper ly the 
• r/?^*"? "o»r'j^f»ent and augmentation of itBaptifm f o r our 

birth the L o r d s Supper f o r our food; n o w Infants may 
i j bee born again whi le they are Infants , have their Originall 

f j ^ / i i n pardoned, b e c « » / W t o C h r i f t , have h i s /W4^^f tampt 
^V' M ^ ^ " t hem, but concerning the exercife o f thefe graces and 
f i y the atigmentation o f them i n Infants , w h i l e they arc Infants , 
" . H the 
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theScripture is altogether fi lent, and f o r w h a t i s f a i d con 
cerning the Infants o f the ^-ewes eating xhzPa[feover, to 
w h i c h our Sacrament o f the Lords Supper do th fucceed 
.there IS no fuch th ing mentioned in al l the Book o f God-' 
i t is fa id indeed that the feverall families were to cate thc i j 
Lambe , i f the houfchold were not too l i t t l e f o r i t , and that 
w h e n their children f l iou ld ask them what that fcrvice 
mcant, thcy fhou ld i n f l r u a them about the meaning o f j t , 

V Ar..A but no mrd injoymng, nor any ^x^^/^/^ wi tnef f ing , thaj 
^•'^^heir l i t t le children d id eat o f i t J f t h e y l a y C a s f o m ofthei^j 

doe) that thoje l i t t le ones, w h o were able to enqmreC0»ceir, 
ninz themeanwgoi t ha t fe rv ice , and capable to receive in 
ftruclion about i t , d id eat o f the Paffeover w i t h their 
rents % I anfwer,(alchongh the Scripture fpeaks nothing o£ 
their eating, yet i f that be granted) it is no prejudice to i,s 
becaufe the Go ipc l prohibices not fach y o n g ones f r o m the 
Lords Supper, w h o are able to examme themselves, auddif: 
cernethe Lords Body. * 

Thus have l accord ing to my poor abili ty made good this 
fecond argument alfo,and vindicated i t f ronr al l ob)C(5tions 
of any weight wh ich I have met wi tha l l to the contrary, 
remains t h i t I winde up a l l , w i t h a briefe App l i ca t ion . 

A n d firftitferves f o r j u f f reproofe o f the Anabaptif t^, 
and a lHuchasbythei r raHiand b loody ientence condemn 
l i n t s a s o u t o f theflate o f Grace, it's a great finneto 
paffe fentence upon aay particular perfon for any one a f t , 
as was that o f iu, concerning ffam^h h o w much more 
S o u is i t to condemne a l l the Infants o f the whole 
Church o f C h r i f t , as having nothmg to doe w i t h the C o . 
v i n a n f o f Grace, or the feale o f ic f VVce read o f He,,^ 
t r T y ^ n v c l ^ a t ' h e d e f t r o y e d all the chi ldren in BethlehJ 
andthe C o a f t s t h e r e o f f r o m t w o y e a r s o l d and under , 

I Cor;ii. 
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Pirft/or re­
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Anabaptifls. 

1 Sam.I. 

Mat, *.\6, 

IS 

Ephef.2.i2. 
To th^s a t ^ more cruell feiitence to fet thefe m no 
better ffate then Pagans and Inf idels , Withom Ckr,fi^ ^lu ^ 
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from the Common-wealth of Ifrael J as flrangersfm the Cove­
nant of promtfr, having no hope, and without God in the world I 

' ' Can any f o b c r C h r i f t i a n th ink this a f m a l l fau l t ? O u r blef^ 
f i Saviour f a i t h . It is not lawful I to take the Childrens 

•p.^ bread and give it to dogr^hm thele men take Childre/tyZttdin 
: |oi their judgement, conclude them f o r no better ihen dogs^ 
F^tjl '^'f^^^y^* is the bread o f t h e L o r d , ' w h i c h he w o u l d haVe g i -
f « ; ! ven to his chi ldren, and t o deny it t o t hem as none o f their 
.for ' I r igh t , is to make them no better then dogs. The .Prophet 
J' J -f^^J^^ wept w h e n he looked upon Hit?[ael^ becanfe he fore-
^ifg l a w that he w o u l d dafh the infants o f a g a i n f t the w a l l , 

J and even ^^4^4?/thought h i m f e l f w o r t h y to be e f t e e m c d i 
^Ki^ ^ ' ^ / T J ^ j ^ e ^ l i o u l d d o f u c h a t h i n g . Butcerrainly, thus t o 
M ^ ^ I h a l l In fan t chi ldren of beleevers out of the Covenant o f 
c (j ^ t ^ c e / a s much as in them l y e t h ; & to deprive them o f the 
'•'̂  (j f 5̂ ^ f p i r i t u a l l fcnfe f a n e more heavy. A n d 
i'> \^ ^ <ii^e appeale to the tender bowels o f any beleeving Pa-
•j^f d rents, whether i t were no t cafier f o r them t o t h i n k that 
,ne5'y their tnfams fliould be daflied againft the ftones, and yet i n 
l^ih the mean t ime t o die under C h r i f t s wing, as v i f i b l e M e m -

i beirs o f his Kingdome, C h u r c h and Family,racher then t o 
Mi have them l ive , and behold them t o have a v i f ib le f t ' and ing 

I only m the K i n g d o m o f the D e v i l l .• T h e f e men k n o w no t 
lOK h o w much they provoke C h r i f t s difpleafure againft t h « m -

^^^v^s, Hee was greatly d i fpleafed w i t h his o w n Difc ip les 
A^V f o r b i d d i n g l i t l e chi ldren to come unto him-,and one day 
•i ̂ 1 f uch men w i l l k n o w , that he is much more difpleafed w i t h 
1^ '̂/ t h em, w h o w i t h f o great violence oppofc the b r i n g i n g 
ifi)'jii o f bcleevers chi ldren unto his h o l y Sacrament, that w i t h 
/ , ( ' "ofpeakable w r o n g , i n j u r y , and flander, they profecutc 
iPU a l l the Min i f te r s o f C h r i f t , w h o give Infants this their due, 

r|)il| condemning them f o r Min i f te r s o f A n t i c h r i f t , and Umbes 
J^/ o f the Bea f t , yea, f o m e o f them proceeding f o farre , as 
^ 7 condemning a l l the Churches o f C h r i f t , t o bee no C h u r -
" i l -v.vvt.X H 2 • ches, 
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ches, w h o caft not their children out o f the Covenant 
Grace,and the icale o f i t , and doe cry out upon the Ba 
2xa%oi Infants, as one o f thole great finnes w h i c h bri '^ '" 
and continue a l l our judgements upon us. T h e A p o f t a ^ 
Emperour Julian is j u f t l y cryed out upon f o r his cruel 
againft the Chr i f t ians , f o r denying to their bodies huma^^ 
Sepulture h o w much more cruell is it to deny to t h e f o n f 
o f Infants the juf tpr iv i ledgc and benefit o f the Covenan 
o f Graced W e k n o w h e d i d it out o f hatred to C h r i f t i a n i t v 
w h i c h I am farre f r o m charging upon thefe men but i f 
w e compare the fentence and fa(ft o f the one w i t h t h e o -

' t h c r , w e l h a l l f i n d e the latter (bee their principle what i t 
w i l l ) farre more injurioHs to the Church o f C b r i f t then 
the other The L o r d in mercy give them to fee h o w unjuft 
that fentence, and h o w heavy that doom is, wh ich they thus 
pafre,noconIy upon Infant children, but upon a l l the Chur 
ches o f Chrif t^and fer ioul ly to confider ,whethcr the L o r d " 
w h o onceinhis difpleafure threatncd to da fh their Infants 
againft the Stones, w h o had dafht the Infants o f the chil_ 

pfai.131.8,5?. d r c n o f i / r 4 f / a g a i n f t the ftones, w i l l i n d u r e i c at the hands 
o f a n y to expunge the Seed o f the f a i t h f u l l out o f his Cove -
nant,and to drive them f r o m his C i t y and K i n g d o m after 
this crucll manner. 

Secondly, h o w much may this comfor t the Soule o f e 
ve ry beleeving Parent, to behold this great love and good* 
neffe o f G o d in his Covenant o f Grace to them andtheir 

" pof ter i ty , that not only themfelvcs, but even their IhfantQ 
fo r their fakes,ftiould be reckoned to the houfchold o f G o d 
put in to the A r k , wrapped up in a Covenant o f L o v ' 
brought under the wing o f God? W h e n G o d had promifcH 
to David, that hce fhould have a Son to w h o m G o d w o u U 
bee a Father, and that a l l his pofteri ty fliould after fuch 
gracious manner be regarded, his heart was even ravinv i 
w i t h i t , o Lord Cod C/aid hcej) what ami, and what km 

hoifjl^ 

Vre2. 
To Parent 5. 

I 
for their com 
ibrr. 
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^oufe, that thou hafi brottghtmee hitherto ? and this ix>i» yet a rSim^j, 
S^allthinginthy fight,0 Lord God, but thou haft fpoken alfo 

[lie ^ f f ^ h fervants houfe for a great tvhile to come, and is this the 
of men, O Lord God? A n d even f o fhould C h r i f t i a n 

r J^arcnts break out in to admira t ion o f his goodneffe, in ta-
' ' f , r i k i n g their chi ldren i n t o that gracious Covenant , w h i c h is 
^'fptli'j not onely the w o m b and vef fe l l , but a l fo the well-head o f 
';, i;'/'"!fo many mercies, w h i c h are terminated, not i n themfelves, 
^'^fin''X^^t flow d o w n to their p o f t c r i t y f r o m generation to gencra-

^ rf A n d this is yet more admirable in our eyes,when wee f e -
U '^^ 'u^^^J ' ^^"^ ' ^^^ ' h o w unclean and f i l t h y , h o w viperous a 

nf r\ , t h ey are,.as proceeding out o f our loincs, empty o f 
m u g^°d°e^f^> f " l l o f al l , wickedneft^e, an unclean Leprofie 

f JP'J?*vmgbcfpread them f r o m the c r o w n o f the Head to the 
kt^\ *̂ he Foo t , fit onely to bee caft in to the open F ic ld , to Efa.i 6, 

^ y the loathing o f their perfons, in the day that they are b o r n , E«'''»^-'5-
^ S \ a^ a l l the re f t o f the w o r l d are; and that G o d fliould fet 
V heart upon fuch as t he f e , to take them thus neere unto 
y H i r a f c l f , w h e n he paffes b y b o t h Parents and Infants o f a l l 
1 W the w o r l d bef ide ,how w o u l d our hearts melt i n his praifes,if 

J wee could confider thefe things ?• 
• KJ 2. H o w fiiould this ingage a l l C h r i f t i a n Parents to look 2. 
y t o t h e e d u c a t i o n o f therr ch i ld ren , t o b r ing them up i n the ^ ^ - ^ g 
"fl nurture and fear o f the L o r d f I t s a w o f u l l t h i n g t o c o n h - tobe aihamcd 
(•gf <^^^i^Qn>retchedcarelefneffe oi many Patents yea, not one- forthdr care-

e A !y^are lcfnef lc ,but«; ;^(?^/ / /»f /eof many Parents^ w h o p r o -
^ f l " ' tu te their children to the Devill and his fervice, a f te r they Ezek.i6.ia. 
c'M h aye fc« / t f f / 4^ f f / t hem to chnfiby bapc i fm- train them up P "̂"'.'"̂  
\^0^\ in>gnorance,profaneneffe,&c. T o w h o m G o d may f a y , 
o(h a^ hee d id to that H a r l o t , Ezek. 16. Thou ha(l taken my Sons 
A and my Daughters, whom thou ha^ born unto mee^and thefe thou 

Q^f)^ ''^fif^'^^^fi'^edumoBe'vils. A generation o f wretched men, 
(tt]i w h o take more care o f their ^ f f f ^ f and Dogs, then they doe 
t€i ^ f 
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o f t l i c i r inhntt immor ta l l foulcs, nour i f l i ing the fojrtner, 
murdering the latter 5 that we may fay o f them as 

did oimrod, that k is hmcr to bee f ^ f f^^^^-^ h , 
^on T have o f en heard a f a d Story o f a wretcned \A/oman^ 
bon. 1 nave oi-cn i ^ y e d d to the l u f t o f a rich 
w h o perfwaded her Dau m ^^^^^^ Ca 
mani.h.hapej^e wo^^^^^^ feU fick and dyed? 

t h ^ : : ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
. i n e wrc tcncuu Daughters foale, my Daughters 
T ^ ^ ' i t ' T d J n dl^^^^ fo^l^-- V e r i l y , t h u t n i a y 
^ ' ' ^ ' ^ i f t i ^ t s c f y o u t % o n cmfelves f o r murthering t h e i 

L i e s and their C h i l d r e n may w i f l , that 
t S f S ^ e ^ - ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
t h d r Sons or Daughte rs , mUerable children, o f miferable 
Parents ' what w i l l fuch Parents anfwer God when hee 
com "s t o demand his children o f them i Suppoie a Prince 
nr N o b l e man fliould put a C h i l d e t o N u r f e unto {'^^^ 
m e a n m a n , a n d p a y t h e m w e l l f o r t h e education o f i t . o , 
n t h c r fuppofe a great man Oiould adopt the chdd of a poo,. 
man to be his o wn.and l l i ou ld fay unto this poore man,' as 

Exod. ̂  19. Vhmehs daughter faid to Mofes mother Bring up thU child, 
far me and I mligive thee thy wages-, and afterward comniino 

( o fee this chi lde,f l iould find they had lamed the childe,and 
t a u U t i t nothing but t o fpeak eviU o f them, and to figh, 
S n f f them: think I pray yc)U wha t they w o u l d f J 
o f d o e t o this wretched man. H o w m u c h more aborning 

And CO mil-fê  
them up for 
Chrirt in time 
to come. 

n.n.i...v> "uuna-
many Parents, w h o by their owncarelcf-
xample, leaven the i rch i ld ren w i t h princi! 

PraVingfor 

ble is the fin o f 
neffe, and v i l e e x a m p - , - . t " " i t i -
nles and lead them in wayes quite contrary to the Cove . 
nant ofgraee, tending to nothing, but t o d i f l ionour G o d . 
j i n d t o their o w n def t ruf t ion.^ I f any^of y o u have been 
cUil ty o f i t i n time paft,be deeply humbled f o r it,crave mer 
a and pa rdon , and f o r t ime to come,indeavour todoeth*.. 
part o f a nnrftng Father or Mother t o r C h r i f t , ksoking upoQ 

thy 
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thy c h i l d i ^ n , as being C h r i f t s more then thin^^ yea, as 
not being t h i n e , but C h r i f t s , t o w h o m thou -haft 

,̂  confecrated t h e m , and therefore (as w i f e Jtnd l o v i n g 
1̂  Nurf(.s ufc t o doe; carry them often to their Father f o r his 

b l e f f i n g , and hce w i l l blelTe t h e m , and reward thee 
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' finde in the fecond of ^^^^'f/, that i n the day o f their 
/ I B * they were to bring their children and fet them before / " ^ ^ ' ^ i . ! * . 
13"):): f'Ord, that hee might bee moved to compalfion f o r the 

w h o m hee ufed to call his o w n , fet thou 
r Ch i ld ren of ten before h i m , intreate h im as ^ o f e p f f , 

• [W^ did hkfather f o r his t w o fbnnes, and as they d id our Savi-
'.(^ef|,5)l^Utj LMark.io. th^t hee would put his hands upon them and 
\^\^\f^^If^ themt, D o e i t hearti ly, h u m b l y , f reqnent ly , te l l h i m 
' Vltfl"' |j,^^J^eare they are to thee, and the dearer, becaufc he is 
' ^ / j i i iyp leafedtoown them, t e l l h i m their wants, and t h y o w n 
, J ' (inability to fupp ly them in any t h i n g , and h o w ea f i e i ; is 

^or h i m to doe i t b y his Spi r i tand Grace , oh that Jjhmad -
^^Sht live in thy fight, f a id Abraham-^ Say thou f o a l f o , 
j / , ^ ' ' '̂̂ ^ thefe chi ldren l ive before thee, thine they are, and 

ou gavefl them mee to bring up for thee oh bleffe my labour. 
as thou wouldefi have them; 

jc^tf i^f"^^ not onely pray f o r t hem, but difeipline them and * Tim.i.5.3 
If Q^t^^r*^^^^' acquainting them w i t h the Scriptures, and *''* 

r'^' M o t h them in the Principles o f R e l i g i o n , t h t 
f po the r him '.Z'.^^^ Grandmother o f Timothy d i d h u n , Training;, 

and be '^'^r ^"^f^^^l^ '^^ the knowledge ofthe holy Scripture^. 
' rt/ >̂ «o ^ ^" red , i f t h y chi ldren may learn f r o m thee ca 

0^^\ and i ' ^ '̂̂  heavenly Father, 10 beleeve in h i m , to /o^^him, . 
"̂ f 5̂" youth tl^ bet imes, that being ta-*gk the trade in f heir 
I r more h l ' n ^ ' * ' ' " ' ^ ^ f ' ^ ' M ^ it they are old?• they .wi l t then 
/ a l l t h thee.then i f thoucnnldef t leave them thee,then i f t h o u c o u l d e f t leave them 

15 '̂̂ '' W e / p U ^ - ' ' ^ ^ ? ° ^ / h e i r i n h e r i t a n c e , i t was f o r thU that ^o-
• ^^"^m vci his father and mother ,Pr i .v . :4 ,2 ,3 , .andfQr.p,ov;4.i,3. 

ihk 
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#y&ftf w i l l t h y children rife tip andcaU theehleffed. Thus fhal t 
t hou approve t h y f e l f ^tmn Con of Abraham-^ Thus f l i aU t h v 

Thnc f u „ ) . .y 

3-to all bapti­
zed ones. 

I . 
For comforc 

«>>w> u^f" — - - -••J- — 7 ——^ ' "an t n v 
children be blcf led w i t h f a i t h f u l l Ahrahawy Thus f ha l l the 
Covenant, the fp i r i tua l l part and benefit o f it,/«f wel las t j^J 
ou tward , reft upon thy pof ter i ty f r o m generation togener^, 
t i o n . 

T h i r d l y , and l a f t l y , Th i s ferves f o r ule t o a l l children 
w h o m G o d honours l o farre, as in their J/^fancy to bring 
thus near unto h i m l e l f , and t o u f c t h e m thus as his owne 

^orcomiou and that cht̂ ee (everall wayes ^ F i r f t , t o tncouragea.ndco»j[ 
whenthey be-r^^,^ ^ ^ ^ j ^ bglceve in h im ,and reft upon h i m , f o r a l l the 
leeveandre- j ^ i ^ j ^ g g ^^hjch hee hath promifed i n the Covenant o f 

Grace. T h e Papifts, as i n fome things they give and af: 
cribe Coo much to Bapti lme, niuking i t t o take awayor ig j , 
na i l finne, ex opere operato: So i n other things they rob 
Gods people o f the comfor table ufe becaufe they 
that w h e n once wee cotnmit adluall finnes wee make f h i p . 
wrack o f B a p t i l m , znd then Penance mufi bcc fecmda taB^U 
pofi naufragiftm, a Cockboat after our fliipwrack but this 
b le l fed Sacrament ferves fo r a more durable and comforta, 
b l e u f e , even to bee an .^r^, as m y T e x t cals i t , t o carry 
t o Heaven K n o w then that whenfocver thou hndeft thy 
l e l f at a l o l f e , fenfible o f rhy undone condi t ion fi„^^-^ 
thy gui l t , and filth, and bondage , th rough finne, 
flveft unto C h r i f t , and t l i y Confcience wi tne f l c th with 
thee that thou wouldef t wa lk f o r t i m e t o come, accor­
ding to the rule o f the Covenant, i n uprightnefle. to make 
G o ^ i n C h r i f t thy por t ion , and his w o r d t h y gmde. 5^ 
tftoIfay,asihoudoefUhis, mayeft thou fly to t h y ^ 
/tfme/and plead i t fo r thy cpmtort,as wee may plead t f c 
JainiofP in foule weather aga.nft the worlds deftrucflion by 
water. I h a v e o f t e n heard a ftory o f a grearQueen, ^vho 
eave a R ing to a Nob leman , wh i l e hce was her Favourite 

, I n d wi l l ed h i m to fend it t o her when hee fliould ftand i ^ 

great-
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greatcft need o f her favour-,who a f t e rward f a l l i ng i n t o her 
it2 ^ i fp leafure , fen t the R i n g , w h i c h th rough the treachery o f 

' the bearer was not delivered t i l l i t was t oo l a t e : But i t flmU 
never happen l b to thee, doe t h o u i n a l l t h y extremity,f laew 
Or fend b y the hand o f f a i t h t h y Sede-^ w h ich G o d hath g i ­
ven theCjplead i t conf ident ly ,and t o t h y d y i n g day, i t may 
be an A r k unto t h y foule in a l l cafes o f reUpfe, defertion, 
temptation, o r whatever c l fc may betide thee, upon the re­
newing o f t h y repentance and f a i t h i n C h r i f t Jefus. 

Secondly, T h i s great love o f G o d in taking us thus ^^^^^^^ 
ncarc i n to his o w n F a m i l y , as his o w n C u i l d r e n , f h o u l d fuch as walk 
make many o f us b l u f t i , to remember our mmrthy confer-

f^iort, in times pa(l; yea, i t migh t make our very hearts to ' 2"'' 
hleed^ and make us not o n l y w i f l i w c had been unbapti^d, 
but even unborn, rather then t o pollute the ho ly Covenant , 
and the feale o f i t , as w e have done w i t h our unha l lowed 
l ives: C a n it f cem a l i g h t th ing i n our eycs,that when G o d 
ha th l e f t the greateft part o f the w o r l d , as ftrangersfrom 
his Fami ly and K i n g d o m , t o be under Satans k ingdom, and 
taken us (no better b y nature than they are) t o be his pe­
culiar oncs, into Covenant w i t h h im, tha t hee fliould fwear 
unto us, t o be our G o d , and hi ther to t o train us up under 
f u c h heavenly Ordinances, and w c t o wa lk in the mean 
t ime as rebels and enemies unto h i m , l ike the unbaptized 
w o r l d ? can w e th ink our condemnation not to be greater 
then theirs < L e t me a l i t t l e reafon the cafe w i t h y o u . D o e 
y o u k n o w in to wha t a Covenant the L o r d hath taken you? 
w h a t he ha th done f o r y o u , andexpcds f r o m y o u i f have 
n o t your Min i f t e r s and Parents inftrudted you in i t ^ N o w 
t e l l me w h a t is the reafon o f your unanfwerablc conver-
fa t ion , is i t becaufc y o u renounce the Covenant , as being 
made w h e n you undcr f tood i t n o t ? i f f o , that y o u d o i n ^ 
deed renounce i t . Take your cour fe, fervethe God you have 
fhojeffy ye t t e l l mee ( I befeech y o u ) wha t in iqu i ty is i n the 

I L o i 4 s 
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• L o r d s Covcaant ^ wliac hurt is there i n if. b -wha€ d i f ad . 
vantage have you met wi tha l l or when and hw 'di6Q you 
. hope^iQ i inde better things,thcn Cod to be your Father^chyia 
' §efuitfi keyour Sm'mr. xhc S f m t to hee'pm v^^^ 

t o hivryoiirfmpardonedmd hcaM 
MnctthidM every way Cpwfmably provMf^^^^ 

faved for-ev&KV>oct^^ Gods you have choien to fc-rve 
' provide better things then thele, that y ou rertounee Gi^ j - j^ 

l o r their fakesC . I f you fay, ^God-:forbid-y()u fliould 
nounce d i d f t V N o , you hope t o bee: fayed. b y ^ C h r % \ ^ ; 

o'. w e l l as any other :^Thentell j_ne in good ikdnef l^ , doeyou 
expe<ft that C h r i f t fliould ftand bound t o pe r fo rm hk p^^^ 
o f t h e Covenant,and you lef t at Ubercy f o i , > w part 
heflap.iild J^" ,̂ md ymihafe him': t h a t ^ ^ f l f O u M b e e y o l 

' GQL^^>yo^ remain the Devils fervant f thar^? i M t l d ' p ^ : 
' 'vide Heaven for you , and^iJw walk in the way w h i c h lea'j" 
to i ie i l < O how much are you deceived 1 I te l l you he^ath 
f w o r n thecontrary,he hath heapediipiJribulationahd w i ^ 

i 

,w .you had never uvea m ms nmjtr, nur f t t» i,u,f,t:u tip under 
hUCovenmt^then thm to,prof4ne it^and make thebbod'of ip. ,^ 
^upbolything. . • •;• '• ' • '" ' ••'^•>\ 

3' . ' \Th i rd iy , th i sg re^ tpnv i l ed2e f l iou ld in jTageusa I l f6 rKi i i ' 
7*0 provoke to ' f r .J^ . . ^ '̂ *lne 
a holy life for to come,.to makc our Bapt i ima continuall motiV6 tb an ah 
firaeto come. fwerable convcffation ro l ive as men w h o are dead Unto'firt ' 

.an^ alive unto G o d j to account, that i t ought to b ^ g ^ ' 
ftrange-,-,to ffjse: a. ;baptized man( wa lk in •a<' i i r t f u l ^ couifii^ 
as %o \kc 3. SpeSr/trn, [Q. wa lk ing Ghoii i 'rWig::^^^ ^'^> 
ryed vaithchrifi in Baptifme • and how can veet n>ho are d % 
to finne live any long^cr thereinei. ,Wma.Tp'p\iintQdm^ 
ip '4y, -mad? li^s p h i W n e n , ha;vfehi^ Spir i t ' d \ye lHn« 
ye,?, fhersl^y md^ one w i t h Ghrifl5'i..j^/!f we l iS t i j ^ - i ? 
50, tj^y pyr ;:^3ptifm,. f l j a l l no t th i s intbrce as 'to \w/irxi^ 

Cal. s. IS-
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'^ J S m Z s^^^^ hctempFcd her t o any 

i rrtll %?r^^^^^ generous men m u f t ' l i v e 
i m u 7 i i v ; h i n ^ - f w icked ly , the h o l y feed 
# t h o u . > h r ^ ^ ' ' " . f n g h t e o u f l y : kcepc i t da i ly i n t h y 

S ^ ^ d ^ & ^ 
1 C l f i ' n i f l e t h e ^ whi te Scole ( a humane Ceremony, t o 
S^^ttls^^^^^^^ w h i c h the baptized was to lead, 
•^^'%ztZt vT J L -^"^ ^ ^ ' ^ "^ N o w there 

S t m f t ' ^ ^ T ^ r ^ ^ ^ b a p l i f m turned a pe ' 
! 4 S V ' p X r : h e ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ him,bro.P^hc 
/ ^ ' f w o r n a t h i . R . n ? '"^^"^ Stole w h i c h Elpidophorus &ad 
^ ^ n ^ ' S i L t e '-'"'^ cryed unto h i m / o ^ l p i d o p h o -
' 4 t c h M , ^ J a J L'^ ' ^ r f i ^hcomming to ^uIgeJnt,to 

4 R i d L ^ r w h e t l ^^^^'^^^ ^ a f t baptized, the 
^ v S f ^ f h S T T w i l l r i l e up ag^inft 

ni f u ^ r ' ^ °^y l i ^e - -T l i e Covenant is h o l y , t h c 
t o X w u i f ^ ' ^ ^ ' t ^ ^ ^ P'^^^^^ ^hee to ftudy to be hoIy,yea 

? w h a t I f a y , Andt^ 
p ^erugtve you underftmding in all things. 
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