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A Sernon of the Bapti%ing of Infants.

: the reft of 4brabams Family were really taken into Cove.
nant , untill afterward by Apoftafie they difCOVenanf'e(.i
them{elves,asalfo did Efa# afterward, thoughhe were tﬁ

Son of Ifaac,in whofe family God had promifedthe Covee

nant fhould continue.

Fifthly and laftly, the pri
Jaft and beftadminiftration o
ny wayes inlarged, made more
then ever they were
many Scriptures fpeake of the in
ledges, not on¢ for
tingof them ; that yoke
niftration, which neither t

viledges of beleevers nnder th;

£ the Covenant 6f §race, are m =
honerable, and wmﬂrméz:
in the time of the Jews adminiftration.
of the inlargement of their 'Priv';
the diminifhing ot depref§ing, OX exteny 2,
_that hard and coftly way of adm‘f-
hey nor their Fathers were abll;

to beare, istaken off from our fhoulders ; our Covenant j
S

{aid to bee

fablifhed upon betrer promifes the glory of theiy
s

had no glory in refpect of ours., they were under the
dage of Infants under age,in co,mparifon of our ﬁeedm‘:o v:,l;

as wellas chey are called a boly Nation, @ pecnlisr people, o

cb;)fn- generation, {eparated to him from all other peoplejty
W omh, as well as tothem, belongs the adoption,-the Cov 0‘
nanty the promifess we as well as they, injoy himto beo:

r

Father, an

-

d with his deareft SonourLotd, are made Cq.,

teives ofthe Kingdom of glory 5. we haveall thefe thing,
S

with-advan

age, noOt only in the clearnefle of the admip;
ni-

{ration,but in fome fenfe in greater éxrentt
us,ghcre s neither male nor female. o petfons with

- ’Some indeed goe aboutto fhew thatin .
Jewshad greater priviledges-then wee hggor:se ttll]lmgs the
ham had the priviledge to be called the Father of tzt Abra.
fully that Chrift [hould bee born of bis flefl;Mary had ¢ }feli’)a{tb-
V]

ledge tobe
priviledge;t

been caft oft for unbelief many hundred ye :
ledges,fay they,none ofthe Gmtz’"le:‘havz):rr i;:}ﬁ::vzp TiViy.

che Motherof Chrift, and the wh :
bt God willicall in their ﬂcdﬂgaj:_ Leﬁljra‘:l:‘;; ;‘hig
a

Ld




. A Sevmon of the BaptiZing of Infants.

- Anfwer. Bue thefe things have no weight: We are in=
quiring for priviledges which are branches of the  Covenant
of Grase, whichevery manwhois in Covenant with God,
mightexped from God by vertue of the Covenant,were he
e} & Few or a Prefelyte, not for any particular or peuliar favour
P8 10 a particular man,or womanyor family, or tribe: All thefe
J forementioned things, and many other of the like kinde (as
| the Miniftery of the Tabernacle and Temple, to belong to éne
flj Tribe, the Kingly office to one Famuly 5 {uch and {uch men
i never tolack a man of their houfetd ffand before God) ‘pro-
) ceededindeed from Free-grace, but were no parts of that
# Covenant of grace which God made to Abrabam, and all
ot his Seed : For could every mary in Covenant challenge thefe

,"’% f) things at Gods hand,and that by vertue of the Covenant?
.’1’, i Could every oneof them promife’ to himfelfe that Chrift

: fhould be born of his fleth? Or every one of thejr women
;10 that fhe fhould be the mother of Chrift? Could every one

dot ‘whom God owned to bein Covenant ‘withhir ; promife

i by vertue of the Covenant,thatheir childvenifcaft off by
fi unbelicfe, hould after many hundred years be again called
i in? Wedpeak only of fuch priviledgés as were wniverfally
. and commontoall who were in Covenant,for which by-ver-
iy ‘tuc of the Covenant they might rdlyeupon God; Let-any
. ﬂ man thew our ofthe Scripture where our priviledges undéer
b‘;}‘d‘ the Gofpel,are cut fhort in any of thefe things, and he faith

fomewhat; andin particular for the cafe in hand, concer-
{#  ningour Infants right to the Covenant of Grace, and the
i;% feale of it,once we are fure the Infant ehildren of all Cove-

#anters were'within the Covenant, and ‘the {eale alfo be-

W‘ longed to'them, and by vertue of the Covenany (whichis
W ftill the fame) 'we plead their intereft in ic’ Ler ‘any'man
i fhew whien and where thiswas taken ayway, when thedIn-
i fant-children of eleevers were expunged out of the€ovd-
}’J‘ mant of gracey certainly whoever will goe“about to de-
i ; ‘ E 3 prf‘lc

/
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A Sermon of the BaptiZing of Trifames. .
prive them of it, to.cue off fucha great part of the comfor
of beleeving parestsymuft produce cleare teftimonies, before
they can per{wade belecvers topart with either of them, e
ther their right tothe Covenant;ortothe feale of the Coye.
nant, o ' . ,

For, firft, their Infants intereft in the Covemant, next to
the glory of God,and the {alvation of their own {oules, is
the greate I

fa_y)b ro have theit children belong to qus Family anq
Kingdom, and not tothe Devils Ccrg:amly,thc greateft
trealure of Parentsis their children,and inthem the faly,
tion of their foules: Now how uncomfortable a thing wera
this to Parents,to take away the very ground of their hope
for the falvation of their children? and Ldare afficm it thyy
we haveno ground of hope for any particular perfon, ugn.
¢ill he be brought under the Covenant of Grace.. Allthe
world,as I have formerly touched,is divided into two kipg._
domses ehe Kingdom of Chrift,  which is the Churchy ang
che kingdom of | Sataf whichiis the reft of the Worlq,
now fo long asany perfon is wifiblya Member of the kinggy,:
of Chrift, we have no caufe to doubttheireledtionand fafy, 5
tion,until they vifibly fhew the contrary,although we kng ¥
that there are fome reproém among them; {o on the o[hw
fide, althoughwe know Chrift/hath many of his E/egz fr
be gathered out of the Dewils kingdom , yet we have no
caufe or ground 0 hope that any particular perfon jg ano
other thena reprobate, beinga vilible profefled membey
Satans kingdom,untill hee give hope to the contrary; nb%f

what a moft uncomfortable abridgement were this'of
Govemant of Grace, thus apparently tocut off” the See;he
Beleewers from their  vifible wight in the, Churg} o
Chrift,, and to put them .0y, thé  vifible - kingdqjmc_l. oY
SFAN L3 G 30 Haglig 9TV LIRSS G0 Rarbl) il
And, Secondly, as really unwilling muft they Jook 't‘
I.' : . 0
. fing

(t benefit of the Covenant of graces eventhis([ -




‘ A Sermon of the Baptizing of Infants.. %
find Parents, to part with their childrenstight to the Seale
| of the Covenant:y' this their right'tp-the’ Covenant being
g all the ground of hope that belecving Parents can have that
o their Infants who die in their Infancy,are faved,rather then
ol the Infanes of Turkes, had need bee fealed, if they live untill
£ they aregrown men, and give cther fignes of grace, they
) may concelve good hopes of them, though they were not
| fealed witha Sacramentall feale: This therefore’ is appa-
gifg xent, thatthe cutting off our priviledges & comfortsinthefe
{ tWOowcere a great abridgment of the priviledges of the new
05 Covenant,and would put the Secd of 4brahams faich into a
|

Jeit this Doétrine had been preached to them, might have re-
Jof plyed unto St. Peser;when he exhorted themto be baptized
gag for their childress good;Nay, Peter, even therefore we will not
41" be baptized, for as yet we are fure our Children are in Co-
gy Venant with God,and reckoned to his family ; butif we re-
ity CE1VE yournew way, our children muft be counted to the
(g kingdom of the Devill; and {o might theyin Coloff.2. when
(g Panl told them they need not be circumcifed, becaufe Bap-
A tifm came in the room of it, they might have replyed, that
] though t.hey. need not be circumcifed them(elves, yet they
) would ftill circumcife their children, becaufe Baptifm was
0”% notto be applyedto them according to thefe mens Do-
'hiw ¢trine. , 7
e Upon thefe five Conclufions, 1. That the Covenant of
iy 8raceis alwaysthe fame. 2. That the Infants of thofe in
g®y Covenant, are always reckoned Covenanters with their
o Parents. 3. That our Baptilm fucceeds in the room and
dﬁfl/ ufe of their Circumcifion. 4. That by Gods exprefle or-
;’J der, their Infants were to be Circumcifed, as ic wasa feale
%y of the Covenant.  And 5. that our priviledges for our
Jo" felves and our Children are at leaft as homourable, large,

7

o and

farre worfe condition in regard of their pofterity, then the,
ol Seed of his flefh were in : And the jcwl')s in Act. 2. 39-3f



A Sermon of the Bapti§ing of Infants.

‘andcomfortablc‘.as theirs were 3 The Conclufion follows L

“undeniably,that therefore the nfants of belecving parents gy,
to bee baptized. : \ ‘

 Againft this Argument the Anabaptifts obje&t many
;things. They fay the Covenant was not the fame s  {ome
‘of them fay.the childrenof the Fewes were not under the

Covenant in relation to fpiritusll things: They fay circupg;_
fion and baptifm [eryed not forthe fame ends and ufes: The

{ay; Circumcifion was adminiftred as a Nationall b&dge,
and properly fealed cemporall-bleffings. They fay,whateyey
priviledges infaats of Beleevers had before Chirifts tite,they
have 7o noneat all; and many fuch like things: All whick
1 have (o fully cleared in this former Difcourle, that T iy,

‘pole I nced pot adde any \mores: the main and only Obje. |
&ion remaining,which hath-any colourof weightin it, i |

this. i

- Objck,
We want a Ve i , =1
o iad adminilftration ot Sacraments, we arenot to beledby oyy |
example,  own reafon, or grounds of {feeming probability, but by the ¥
exprelle order of Chrift,and no otherwife. : i

Anfw. If by inftitution, command and example, they mean §

fehigueh there ' mand. e T orant that in{o man
Bée fio'cx prefie 35) expreffe [yllabicall command, &re. 1g y

commandor  WOrdsit is not found in the New Teftament; nO expreffe coma

example,  ‘mand in the New Teffament, that they fhould be baptized, -

There is n0 command, no expreffe inflitution, or clear exam. *
ple in all the New Teflament of baptiZing of Infants: And in the |

no expre(fe example where Children were baptized ; bur ] ¥

alfo adde, thac I deny the confequence, that it iz {0 many 1

words it be not commanded in the New Teftament,it oughg

Whichisnot 0t 1o be done,this is ot true divinity, that Chriftians ape
not tyed to oblerve that, which 1s not exprefly and infp
many. words {et down in the New Teftament; thereis

nccellary,

30 exprefle reviving of the Laws concerning the forbidden

degrees of marriage in the New Teftament, except of nog |
having a maps fachers Wife, 1 Gor. 8: no exprefle Lawa. &

gainft




: A Sermon of the Baptizing of Infants.
gainft Polyoamy,no expreflfe command for the celebration
| of a weekly Sabbathsare therfore Chriftians free in al thefe
Cales? Yea, in the Point of Sacraments there is no expreffe
| Command, no example in all the New Teftament, where
Won}en received the Sacrament of the Lords Suppers
| thereis no expre(e command tharthe children of Beleevers
I when they aregrown, fhould bee inftruitedand baptized,
%l though inftructed by their Parents s exprefle command
1 there is,chac they fhould teach the Heathen and the Fewes
and make them Difciples, and then baptize them, but no
o ﬁ?mr&a.gd tﬁhlt the children of thofe that are Beleevers
noc;u ¢ taught and baptized when they are grown men;
j Borany example where ever that was done » will any man
g therefore fay,thatchriftian women are not to be partakers of
oy €he Lords Supper, nor the children of beleevers when grown
pdf8 en be baptiZ ed? 1 chink none will be fo abfurd as to affirm
gl 0. 1E it be faid though thefe things be not exprefly and imter-

s

jad We vertually,and by undeniable confequence fufficient evidence

‘3%

o 'mgl{) in th; New Teftament, yet they are there vertually, yec by good

iy B0C OY undeniabic confequence : "I confefleit is true. {o have confequence
> we have coime

mand for it,

b forthe baptizing of children,both commands and examples 5 Bothinthe

o Yor,firft,we have Gods command to A brahaws, as he was the co""?ljb'i"
it g % o i t 7 d=
I Father of all Covenanters, that hee fhonld [eale his children s vehich 883t

Wiwith the [eale of the Covenant. Wow this trach all our Di- cheth us

i’ vines defendagainft the Papifts, that 4/ Gods commands
afid and inflitutions about the Sacraments of the Sews, binde s
1 ;;_ asmuch as they did #hem; in all things which belong to
i the fubffance of the Covenant, and were not accrdentall
ff. unto ;h‘em: a5 becaufe circumcifion is called a feale of the
i‘y Covenant, thereforeour Sacraments are [feales of the Cove-
il 747t : becaufe circumcifion might be adminiftred but once
iy being the feale of initiation ; therefore baptifm being al-
i {othe feale ofinitiation; is al{o to be adminiftred but enze.
#if Buc thac cireumcifion was to be adminiftred upon the eighth
F!j F ds

8/
£




A Sermon of the BaptiZing of Infants.

day onely,was an aceidentall thing, and therefore bindes not
us, the Jewifh Paffesver bengto be yearly repcatcj, bindes
us to have a repestiton of the Sacrament of the Lords Supper,
which came in roome of it, becaufe this belongs to the {ub.
ftance of the Covenant, both of them being Sacraments
for [pirituall nourifbment, growthand contnuance in the Co.
venant 5 (asthe ocher was for bl}'th and‘entrqncc) but thay
their Paffeover was-to be eatenin an EVening, and upon
one et Evening in the yeare,was accidentall,and fo binds noy

USe The like inftance I give in our Chriftian Sabbath : the *

~urth Commandement binds #¢ for the fubflance of it 4
iﬁggﬁ asever it bound the Fewes 5 T /Jgre Gpd once for aﬁ
{eparated one day of fevento be facred to himfelfe, and a]]
the world ftood bound in all ages to give unto God that one
day of {even,which fhould be of his own choofing. Now
untill Chrifts time, God chole the laft day of the fevento be
his Sabbath, and having by the death and refurrection of
our Lord Jefus,putan end to the Saturday Sabbath,and fir.
rogated the firft day of the weck inftead thereof to be the
Lords day, we needno 7w Commandment for the keep.
ing ofthe Lords day, beingt ed by the fourth Commang_

ment to keep that day of leven which the Lord (hoylq |

choofe,the Lord having chofen this, the fourth Command

ment binds usto z4ss,as it did the Fews to the former: {01

the like manner, 1 fay,in the Sacrament of Baptifm. &
When God made the Covenant with Abraham, and

romifed for his part to be the God of himand his feeq; =
?

what God promifed to Abrabam  we claime our part i

it, as the children of Abrakam; and what God requireq
on Abrabams part for the [ubftance of vbedience, we all kg ed
chareed with, as well as Abrahams  Wee as Abraham ;ld
tyed tobeleeve, to levethe Lord withall our heart, to hare"
our heart cireumcifed, to walk before God in uP"ighthe&, C
to inftruct our Children, and bring them up for Goit,

and

.




I as now are in force.

A Sermon of the Baptizing of Infants. 37

‘and not for our felves, nor forthe Devill, to teach them
to worthip God according to his revealed will, o tiain
them up under the Ordinances and infticutions of Gods
| own appointment: All thefe things Gods Command to
Abraham charges upon allthe Children ofthe Covenant,
though there were no expreffe reviving thefe Commandsin
| any parcof the New Teflament, and therefore confequently
§ that command of God to Abrabam which bound bis feed of
the Fews, totrain up their children in that manner of wor-
| thip which was then in force,binds the feed of Abrabam), now
A to train up theirchildrenin conformity to fuch Ordinances
8 * And the {ame command which injoyned Abyaham to
B feale his children with the feale of the Covenant,injoynes #
W as ftrongly to feale onrs with the feale of the Covenant, and
4 that command of God which “expreffely bound Abraham o

| ’ { Jeale his with the fign of Circumecifion, which was the Sacra-

4 ment thenin force, protempore, doth vertnally binde us to
8 feale ours with the {ign of Baptifim,which is the Sacrament
g9 now in force,and fucceeds inthe room of the other by his

A Ownappointment.

There is one command by cleare confequence, another Andlin Mat
you fhall finde, cazae. 28. Where our Saviour bids them Goe 8 19, opened
and teach all Nations,Baptizing them in the Name of the Fa- and explained,
i ther, andof the Sonne, and of the Holy Ghoft: Where you
i havetworthings : Ficlt, What they wereto doe; Secondly,
d Towhomtheywere to dveit. They were to preach and teach
all things which hee had commandedthem, that is, they were
to preach the whole Gofel, Mark. 16. 15. The whole
Covenanc of Grace, containing all the promifes,whereof
this is one, wiz, That God will bee the God of beleewers,and-of
their [eed, that the [ced of beleevers arc taken into Covenant
il with their Parents. Thisis a partofthe Gofpel preached unto
| Abrabam, and they were to Baptize them, that is, to ad-
: ; F 2 minifter




Numb. 14331
Neh.10,28.

A Sermon of the Baptiging of Infants.
minifter bapti{m as a Seale of che Covenant to all who pe.
ceived the Covenant. Secondly, wee have the perfons 4

whom they were to doethis,all Nations, whereas before the

Church was tyed to owe Nation, o#¢ Nation onely werq
Difciples, now their Commiffion was extended t0 make
il Nations Difciples, every Nation which fhould recejy,
the Faith,fhould bee to him now, as the peculiar Natjon
of the Fewes had been In time paft. In 2 word,Najgy,
here are oppofed tothe 07¢ Nationbefore. Now we know
when that oze Nation of the Fewes were mgd; leClples,
and circumcifed, their Infancs were made Difciples,(mada
to belong to Gods Schoole) and qrcgmcxfe_d with them,
when that Nation was made Difciples in  Abrabay,
loynes, and circumcifed , their feed allo was the fame

when that Nation was taken out of Egypt, and allmally

made Dilciples, their children were alfo. with them; ang
wee know that in every Nation the €hildren make a greqy
part of the Nation, and are alwayes included unde; ever
adminiftration to the Nation, whether promifes  op
threatnings; priviledges or burthens, Mercies or J}{dge‘-
ments, unlefle they bee exce ted 5 {o are they in Cities,
in Families,it being the way of the Scripture,when {peakiy

indefinitely of a People, Nation,” City, or Family, to bee :

cither faved or damned, to receive mercies or punifhmens
exprefly to excepe Infants when they are to be excepte

as wee feein the judgement that befell Zfraclin the Wilde,? '

neffe, when all that rebellious Company that came oy of

Egypt, Wasto perith by Gods righteous doom, thejy TR :
ones were exprefly excepted, Numb. t4.31, and in had

Covenant aifuallyentred into by the body of the Natio

Neh.1o.it is exprefly limited to them who had knowleg 3
andunderftanding.  And the Difciples who recejved th.e
Commiffion knew well, that in all Gods former g 3

. dminj..
ftrations, ‘when any Parents were made Difciples l

5 thCir

€ bl ldre;;
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A Sermon of the BaptiZing of Infants.

¢hildren were takenin with them to appertaine to the fame
ichoole, and therefore it behooved the Lord to givethem

ftration, that they might know his minde, had he intended

i to have them leftout, which that ever he did in word or

j# deed,cannot be found in the Scriptures.

If itbe faid,they are not capable of being Difciples:

o i Ianfwer,even as capableas the Infants of the Jews, and
i Profelytes were, when they were made Difciples: and be-
i fide, they are devoted to be Difciples, being to be trained

IW fi Up by the Parents,who are from their infancy to teach them
il the knowledge of Chrift, andat the prelent, they are ca-

mai.pable of his owpe teaching : and fure I am, in Chrifts own

{

p S’ ear the name of Chrift,isall one; and that fuch Infants doe
:;as i belong to Chrift,and beare the name of Chrift, I have fuffi-
g Ciently provedalready.

g AndIdefireit may beferioufly weighed whether that ex-
il preflion, 4i.10,15," Now therefore why temprye God to

§ put a yoke upon the necks of the Difciples,do not neceffitate
15,00 give the name of Difeiples to Infants,as wel as to grown
5 gty 77¢7:or Lreafon thus, All they upon whofe necks thofc falle
i Teachers would have put the yoke of circumcifion are cal-
,Zg led Difciples,& to be cal}cfd Difciples: but they would have
;ﬂf’r”- putthe yoke of circumcifion upon Infants, as well as grown
aly " therfore Infants as well as grownmen are called Dif-
"l ciples and tobe called fo. The major is undeniable,the minor
i i#-1 prove thus: They who prefled circumcifion to be in force,
iy 2ccording to the manner of Mofes Law, and would put it upon
i) their necks afier the manney of Mofes his Law, they would put
iy 1t Upon Infants of thofe who were in Covenant with God,
.]4 haswell as uponthe necks of thofe who were grown men,
i £01 fo Mofes Layy required: but chefe falfe teachers prefled
;ydﬂ,‘ Circumcifion to be /s in force, as is apparent, A¢. 15.1.
ﬂdg ' E 3 : Ane-
i (

3¢

acantion for the leaving out of Infantsin his new admini- .

Objc{f.
Anfw,

lalect,to belong to Chrift, andtobe a Difeiple of Chrift,or to Matth. 1042,

Mark. 9.4.%«
Mar, 13,5
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from whole Families, that the argument is at leaft as

A Sermon of the Bapsiing of Infants.

Another command by good confequence for the bapti.
zing of Infants, you (hall finde in that forementioned place
where the Apottle exhorted them to repent & bc-baptiZQd
&c.Bevanfe the promife was made to them and to their childy oy
which,as T (hewed you, clearely proves that the Children

of fuch who beleeve and aré baptized,are taken into Cq. !

venantand therefore by good confequence they alloare ro |

receive the feale of the Covenant. The Textnotonel
{hewing that they are within the Covenant, butalfothar 3

right tO Baptifmeis a confequence of being within the Coye.

nant. Thus for Commands: for Examples,though there
(hould be none, there 1s no great argument init, when the
rule is fo plain,yet We have examples enough,by good con.

fequence, foryou fhall finde the Gofpe! took place,juft a5
the old adminiftration,by bringing in whole families togethey, B

when Abrabham Was taken in, his whole Family was taken jn §

with him 5 whenany of the Gentiles turned Profelytes op.

dinarily their Familes came in with chem: {0 inthis neyy #8
Adminiftration, nfisally if the Mafter of the Houfe turneq

Chriftian,his whole family came in an_d were baptized with &
him 5 The whole houfehold of Cornelins the firft converteq

Gentile,4¢#.11.14.the houfehold of Stephanns 5 the hoyfe.,

hold of Aviftebulus , the houfeheld of Narciffus; the houfe
hold of Lydia; the houfehold of the Gaolersthele are exap.
ples not to be contemned. . 3

And whereas fome objeé& againft this Argument, taken §

to prove that the Jewith Infants did eat the Paffeover, pe
b -

caufe not only feverall Families might,bue did, and that by .

Gods appointment,eat the Paffeover.
I Anfwer, by denying the confeq. ence, the argument ;
not {o firong.forthe one as fortheother, becaufe no Othé:

Scriprure fhews that the Paffeover doth belong: to Infangs,

but we have other plain Scriptures proving that Baptifina

1§

ﬂfrong !




A Sermon of the BaptiZing of Infants.

4to Infants,as well as grown men: if any can inftance

1S not good.

ratiand therefore muft be fignati,they are under the

of admittanceinto the Covenant.
The fecond Argument

Misin theroom of Circumcifion, which belongs therefore

41

of any

families of Gentsles who were circumcifed, the confequence
Were good, Therefore Infantswere,if there were any Infants,
becaufe other Scriptures fhew that circumcifion belongs to
Infants as well as grown men,but in this cafe the argument

So much for my firft and main Areument, they are fade-

Cove-

gl nant of Grace,and therefore are to be figned with the feale

; ,to whom the iuwardgrace of Bap- 2 Argument.
ifm doth belong to them belongs the outward fign,theyought

p’ to have the figne, who have the zhing fignifyed ; the earthly
L pfllPare of the Sacrament muft' be granted to them who have

he heavenly pare: but the Infants of beleevers, even

while

i they are Infants are made partakers of the inward Grace of
Baptifime, of the heavenly and {piricuall part, as well as

Vil grown men - therefore they may,and oughe to receive the

Pl outward fign of Baptifm. :

;5;. The major Propofition, that theywho are made partakers of A ToLAT B
i the smward grace, may not bee debayred of the antward fign, 1S 1147,

ol undeniable, itis Pefers argument, Aé. 10. Can any man (0r-

: Wk bid water. that thefe fhould yos bee bupti3 edy iwho have received

i ; :

y
)

ok

the Holy Ghoft as well as.wee? and again, A2 1 1. Fora

!
(9

all Icarned of the

{i#§ *ncw any Tnfantsto have received the fnward grace, the
alt durft not deny them the outward fign, and that the parti-

ﬂ :

il minor, That the

s much

s God gave them the [ike gifts as hee did unto ws, what was 1
that Leonldwithftand God? Andthisis (o cléar,chat the moft
Anabaprifts doe readily grant, cthac if they

[hey Matk,10,

| cular Infants,whom Chrifttook up-in his Armes and blel-
Y led, might have beenbaptized. And for the affumptionor
: Infants of Beleevers, evenwhile they are In-

4 fants, dereceive the impard gracey as well as grown mei,is 4s

plain,




A2

1 Cor7. I

Malk, 10, 14-

Luk, 18,17,

therein,

{ame ground,ifany had brought dowes, and fheepe to Chy
o put his bands npon them, andbbleg% them, the Dpifciplcr';1 EE& “

A Sermon of the Baptiking of Infants. .‘
aine, notonly by that {peechof the Apoftle,who fajth
fhe are holy, bsixt gur Savi%ur faith cxpreﬂjclly, Mark, 1o, |
That to [uch belongs the kingdom of Gody 8S efl as 1o grown
men: And whereas {ome would cvade_lt,by aying that the
Text faith not, fo them belongs the ng,dom off GOd:but
of fuch is the Kingdome of Heaven, mismry of fuch like,
thatis, fuchasare graced with fuch like qualities, Who are
humbleand meek, as children are, and that L#k. 18. is pa-
rallell to this,in the meaning of 1t, Whofeewer doth not receiy,
the Kingdome of Heavern as o little childe, hee (hall mot engey

But T anfwer, thoughit be true that in other places thisjs
one ufe that Chrift makes of an Intants age and. conditioy

to {hew that fuch as receive the Kingdom of Heaven, mugt
be qualifyed with humility , &c. like unto children: ye
hereit cannot be bis meaning,becaule his argument is, fuffe, |
s hem 0. come tomce and forbid them not, becanfe of [uch istp,
Kingdome of God,thatis, my Church and Kingdom is madq
1o Of thefi: as well as of others, This was the'very caufy
why the Difciples rebuked thofe whoibrought the children
to Chrift, becaufe they were /#tle, not fiz tobec inflrug,

and thereforenot fic chat Chrift thould ‘be troubled aboy,
them 5 this Chrift rebukesin them, and telsthem thag the
Littleneffe of children 5 is noargument why, they. fhould b
kept from him: Suffér them, faidhe, rocomic, and forbid the,,,
not, for of [wchis the Kingdome of God: and what kinde of

argument had this been, if the Text fhould be interpreted ¢

as thefe men would haveic, Swffer little chi ldren tocome e i

me, that I may touch them, take themup in mine armes; o, 1

my hands upop ther, and bleffe them, becaule the Kingdom 1
of Godbelongs to them,who have fuch like qualitics Wgn a8
refemble children in fome fele¢t propernes ?qu the)vel-;

been I



§ A Sermon of the Baptizing of Infants.

hi been liable to the fame reproofe, becaufe of ﬁ:?l: is the Kipg'-
] omof God,fuch as are partakers of the Kingdom of God,

43

. Befide, what one thing can be named belonging to the Mx 3.

7 a] muft be indued wich fuch like properties.
i
|

ul Initiation, and being of a Chriftian, whereof Baptilmeis a
il feale,which 7

1 Cor.12.13s
Gal.3.270,
Afants are not capable of as well as grown men? Tins3.S.

v » {2 k ay®
| y ﬂ they are capable of receiving the Holy Ghoft, of union with M3

" Chrift,of 245, tion,of forgiveneffe of fins, of regencration, of
ol €verlafting life, all which things are {ignifyed and fealed 'in
#1" J the Sacrament of baptifm:and it is further confiderable chat
0 M in the working of that inward grace,of whichbaptif is the

ign and feal,all who partake of that grace;are but meere pa-
g 2remssand contribute no more to ity then a ¢hilde doth toits
I | OWn begetting and therefore Infants as fit Subjeés'to have
n a it wrought in them as grown men,and the moft grown men
{;1’ {2r¢1n no more fitnefle to receive this grace when it is given

W Ehem, in irelpect either of any faith ot repentance, which
l”f{" they 2¢t have,thena very little childe, it being the primary
f jantenuon ofthe Covenant of Grace,in its ficlt work,to fhewy
o {What Free Grace can and wil] do to miferable nothing; to
”fcfaﬂltm‘[‘fmble man off’ from the wilde Olive, and graffe him
ANt the true Olive, totake away the heart of ftonme, tocreatein
i\ them aheart of flefh, to forgive theiy iniqwitias, to love them
j gfreely, what doth che moft grown man in any of thefe,more
W then an Infane may do ¢ being only pafive i chem all 5 and
" 7 Of this fir 2 grace js the Sacrament ot baptifin properly a feal:
/ jand who ever will deny, that Infants are capable of thefe
ze:‘rﬂ Ehm_gs as well as grown men; muft deny thatany Infants dy-
“/,/ 108 tntheir Intancy are faved by Chrift. ‘

’M’ Againft this argument {everall things are objeéted:which
,ﬂ I Mallindevour to remove out of the way.

b Firl, Te is faid, thac although Infants are capableof
thelc things, and they no doubt areby. Chrift' wrought in
;6’, many Infants, yet may not we baptize them, becaufe, ac-

ij . . G cording

v

Objelt. 1.



Objelt.2.

ed, [ball, bge favedsy Fanbrin Chrift isithe Condition

A Sermon of the BaptiXing of Infants,
cording, to;the Sripture pattern, both of Chrifs s
iat. %8.{[1 his 7aftitution of Baptifn, where thisﬂi‘:ﬁ;:sm{d,
joyned ; and Fohn the Baprift, Chrifts Difciples,and A in-
ftles, They alwayestaughtand made them Difciples Pl;)\-
teaching,before they baptized any.  ~ y

" .. Tanfwer, Firft,that of Matth. 28. is not the inflititioy
+ Bapti{m,it was inftituted long before, to be the'Seale

s . et of th
Covenant; it is only an inlargement of their Commj ﬂione

whereas before they were togoe ozely to the loft fheepe ofthe U
boufe of Ifract,now they wete to gounto all the world, And b: £y
fide, it is no where faid, that none were baptiZ ¢ed, but fuch, a; i
were firft taught, and whatreafon wee have to beleeye the Vi
concrary,you have before {een. i
" Secondly, It is{aid indeed, that they taughe and baptj,.
ed,, and no expreflemention made of any other + ‘bug ¢he
reafon is plain, therewas anew Church to be conflitugey Hi
all the Jews who (hould reccive Chrift, were to come yy. 1l
dex anosher adminifiration, and their Infants were to comeqy,
only in their right; and the Heathen Nations who wete gy

be converted to Chrift, were yet wholly without the Co. I
venant of Grace, and their children could have no righe. i
untill themfelves were broughein; and therefore nomy, {8
wvaile, though both Fakny and C§1r1ﬂ5'D1FC1pJes, and Apo.' ::
ftles, did teach before they baptized, becaufe then nio othe,
were capable of bapti{m & but when-once themfelves Wers |
inftruéted and baptized, then their chl!dren were apablegf
it, by vertue of the Covenant.Ifany in the Jewifh Church
had feceived Commiffion, toigo and make other - Citjes
Profelytestothem, their Commiflion muft'have run ¢fud
Go teach and eireumeifes would it therefore have follow’ed:

hee citcumciiedy but {uch as were' firf

|
|
?
|

ey

that none might
taught #-5 45

Butit is exprofly faidy | That diee thit beleeves -and js bapgzy

> Upon
Which =




A Sermon of the Baptizing of Infavts.
\ Whichmen may be baptized = and this is the cmofk common
Objection among the Avabaptifis’: Unbeleevers may ot bee
aptized, children are unbelecryers, therefore they. neay. not kee
Yaptized. \We have,fay they, cleare evidence,that Fasith is
il 2 condition required inthofethdtare to be baptized, nose-
4 Vidence of ary.other condition that.makes them capablei of
4l Baptifim. Others of them adde, that under an afficmative
iy Command, the negative is to bee included, beleeving is the
94 affirmarive,unbeleeving is the negative,therefore where be-
0 leevers are commanded to bee baptized, unbeleevers ate
I forbidden to be baptized » ithis obje&tion they muchglory
“,;‘ in,and fome of them dareall the wosld to anwerit.. . - (4
i« I'Anfwer firlt, butifchis argument have any ftrengthat
9 all againft the. Baprizing of Infants, ivhith much:more
- ftrengeh ‘againtt the (alvation of  Infanvs 5 it is- {hid exprefly
4% he that beleeveth and i baptiZed [bhall be [yved ;. bat he thatbe:
g4 beeverh noe) fhallbee damned : there ye have both the »egu-
0% tive: and affirmative fec downs Hee that beleeves fhall
0l bee laved, hee that beleeves not fhall bee damdedss: now
w41 frame their own Argument thils, againft the falvarion
0 y of Infants, dlwnbelecvers fhall bee damned 4l Tnfants anéun-
t ‘a,j beleevers, therefore they fhall bee damned 5 now lookat what
: ﬂo" doore they will goe out, for the falvation of infants,atthe
A Lfame will we go our, for the: baptizing of infants; how ever
iooj they will evade the ore,we (hall much more firongly evade
they {ay this Text is meant of gromn men; of

~

( of the orher, if
gl theway which God takes for the falwation of grownmen,
i Iafantsare faved another way, upon other condions 5 «the
¢ fam:{ay we ofiinfants baptifin,the Text means of;he con>
ﬂ dition of baptizing of grown men,infants are baptized up-
@l on other conditionss if they fay, infants though they can-
) not have aftuall Faith,they may have wirtmall) Faith, Faith
L inthefeed and roste , the fame iy we s if they fay, though
# Infants have not Faith, yet'they may have that which-is
RN G 2 Ana-~
b{ﬁ .
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ASermon of the Baptiing of Infants.
Analogows to faith, the fame fay we, they have fomw}p
which hath aﬁalogiz,to faith,and as effectuall to make‘the:f
capable of baptiim,as of falvaticns.

Secondly, I anfwer, ## #s no where faid :mbelcc@m o 10
rather. Non-beleeversit thould be faid) may not bee baptizeq. iy

it is faid indeed, Heethat beleeveth and i baptiZed, [hay e s
faved 5 and it is faid, That be that beleeverh with all bis ey,

may be baptizeds it isno where faid, thathethat belecy,,,p Y

7oty not be baptiZed: Therefore I deny the confequence

if all beleevers muft be baptized,then no unbeleevers, or y,,°
beleevers may be baptized s thefe twoare not here intendeq
by way.of oppoﬁtion,Chnf’c excludes Infants neither frop, i

baptifm,nor from falvation for want of Faith, buc pefs;,. Y
o elew’crs,and fuch as refufe the Gofpel he excludes fm:: ]
both: The ftone upon which thefe men ftumble, is the

ignorance inthe oppofition in the Scripture they bring: i

which is not between Beleevers, and their Children, by
between them, and wnbeleeving and profane perfons, who
are {hut fromthe Lords Covenant, Baprifm, and Saly,,
- fuppofeth capable of the inward FRa
But {uppofethey are rd grace of by

tifme, agg that God doth effeéZually workitin fome of tﬁ;
Infants of belecvers, is that fufficient warrant for us to bap,_
vize al/ the Infants of Beleevers: It we /e.new in what Infangs
the Lord did work zhés, we might baptize thofe Infants, f;

[ome of them, but that he doth not make known to us, W}é ,
cannot know of any ose Infant by any ordinary way

knowledge,that they are inwardly baptized with the Holy ff

Ghoft;and therefore we may not baptize any of them by
wait to {ee whes and in whom God will work the tbing’ fi ;
nifyedand then apply the fign to them. ; z
Anfwer.  Our knowledge that God hath effe@ua]
wirought the thing fignifyed,is not the condition upon whict,” If
we areto apply the figne, God no where requires thag wf; A

fhoplg |




A Sermon of the Baytizing of Infants.

" fhould know that they are inwardly and cestainly conver-
g ted, whom we admit tothe Saciament of Bapti{m; the A-
| pofiles themfelves were not required to know #4# of thofe
i whom they baptized,if they were, they {inned in baptizing
" Simon Magns., Alex ander, Hymenays, Ananias and Saphira,
i with others:we are indeed required to know thatthey have
lin them that condition which muft warrant us to adminifter
gl #he (ign,not that which makes them poffeft of the thing fignifi-
il ed; fallible conjectures are notto be our rule in adminiftring
") of Sacraments,eicher to Infants or grown men, but a knows
¢ il 76le of the word, out of which rule we muft be able to make
devdup fucha judgement, that our adminiftration may be of
il faith,as well as out of ¢charity : In baptizing of grown
4 men, the Apoftles and Minifters of Chrift adminiftred the
% figne, not becaule they conjefiured that the parties were i7-
g wardly fanQityed, butbecaufe they made that profefion of
A faith and holineffe of whichthey were [are, that whoever
f had the thing intruth, were received by Chrift into inward
il Communion with him{elf, and that whoever 7445 made it ,

that Chrift would have them received into the communion
g of his Church,though poffibly for want of the inward work
; j they were never received into the #ward communion with

Jefus Chrift:indeed when fuch a confeffion was made,chri-
J’ / i’u?.n charity whichalways hopeth the beft, and thinketh no
i a,;l evill, bound them to receive them, and think of them, and

w converfe with them,as with men in whom the inward work
anﬂ was wrought, untill they gave fignes tothe contrarys but

af this their charity , or charitable conjecture was not the
4 g} - ground of their admitting them to the Ordinance, but the
Wil profeffion and confeffion of the party, made according to
th the Word,which they were bound to reff in 5 yea, I great-
| ,M ly queftion,whether in cafe Peter ox Paslcould by the {pirit

| of revelation have known that Ananias or Alexander would

M have proved no better then hypocrites,whether they either
/ g G 3 would
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1 Per,3.21.

A Sermon of the Bapti%ing of Infants,

~would,or ought ro have refifed them from Baprifm, Wh‘im

they made that publike profefion and confefiion, upon whick
others. were ‘admitted who inthe event proved no-beeey
then thole weres: So that Tconelude : not our knowledge of
thelr spward Santlification, -is»réquiﬁtct‘o'rh\‘: admitting ¢
any tobaptiftm, but oer knowled; eaf the will of ‘Chrift, thay
{uch who are in {uch and fuch condition, thould by us he
yeceived into the comaunion of che Churchiand in chis the
rule to directour knowledge, isas plainfor: {nﬁmts, as foy
grown mien, theridlétaving beeo alwiays #his, That grows
wen, who were firimgers fom the Covenant of GodsUnbelee. »
yers, l)aga_ng)Hca{hC.ns,'fh()ul.d upon their being f”ﬁ"“ﬁeds
and wpon profefsion of theiy Faith, and prowzﬁ 1o pm//; accpr.
ding vo'the raleief 'the Covenant 5 be recewkdf and ' addeq
to the Churchs and made partakers ofthe féale oftheiren.
tranice, and theix Infants 1o come in with them , both {org
upon their admiffion to be charitablyhoped of, untill they
give {ignes to the contraty ; charity being bound frop
thinking of evill of them, 'not tyed o conclude cerdin]
ofany of them,becaufe they ought to'know thatinall ageg,
all arenot Ifrael who are of Ifracl, and that many are called fyg
few are chofen. 7 |
' Biic all who enter into Covenant, and receivethe feale of
the Covertant, muft Fipulare tor their parts , as well as Goy
doth for ks, they muft indent with God to perform the
belecwers part of the Covenant, as well as God doth ¢q
perforin bis part, aseven this Text, 1 Pet. 3. reqires, Thae
Baptifin which faves us muft have the anfwer of 4 good ¢op.
feience to God ¢ now _alcho1igh it be gra_n“ted, that Infanrg
are capable of receiving the firft grace, it God be pleafeg
cowork it in them 5 yet what anfwer of a good conftienc
can there be from Infants unto God ? they having noy th'e
ufe of Reafon - and-not 'kndwing what the COVenani
means 7 !

Anfy,

N




A Sermon of the BaptiZing of Infants. a7
~Anfw. The Infants of the Fews were as muchtyed as the  dufm,
§ Tnfants of beleevers under the Gofpel; every onewhorwas
Circumcifechwas bound to keep the Law,Gal. 5. and thefe nien
Profefle that Ifraelizifb Infants were wizhin the old Covenant,
g When yer they knew not what it meant, norcould have che
i Jame ufe of it with their Parents and others of difcretion.
§ Look what anfwer they will make for the Fewe infants, if
j true, will abundantly farisfie for the Infants of beleewers un-
der the Gofpel.
Secondly, God feales to them prefently, their name is
Put into thedeed, and when they come to years of difcreti-
On,t0 be adulti,then in their own perfons they ftand obliged
" o the erfOI‘manqe ofit; in the mean time giq[x‘w_c‘briﬁ, Heb.7,22.
T ; .WhO ISt efure_ty ot the Covenant, and the {urety ofall the
(llf§ Covenanters, is pleafed to be their furety s we know when
% feverall parties ftand obliged inthe fame bond, they may
i feale atfeveralltimes, and yet bein force afterward toge-
gl ther; or evena childe fealing in infancy, may azmizeandzes
oh g €0g¢q¢ that fealing when they come to years ot diferetion
b if then they will renounce it, as done when they unders
ji#4 ftood not,they may free themfélves. if thity pleafe, if they
i) ﬁt}de the former a& an inconvenience or burdénto them: {0
8 1 ithere, God of his infinite mercy is pleafed ro fealeto In-
fants while they aye fuch; dnd accepesaf fuch a fealeon
e thﬁl{ parts, as they areable to give intheir Infant agejexe
i% Pecting a further ratification on their part, when they are
i SOme to riper years, in the mean time affording them th?_
D“i fa\{OUr and priviledge of being in Covenant wich him,; ok
4 being reckoned unto his kingdomand family;: razher then
fig of the Devils. if when they are grown men cthey refuls to
!’_ » ﬁiln@ to this Covenant,there is no hure done on Gods part,
,; 1c°t tnem ferve another God, and: take théir lot for rimeto
4 Come, : Thr sty 10 |

N

RERSy ST4 bEEEN

‘ But what benefit comes to children: by fack kinde Of‘ifpﬁﬁ“ Objelt, 5. |
il ing




A Sermon of the Bapti%ing of Infanss.
ling as thisis 2 it feems then (fay the ) byyour own ¢op_
feffion, that this is but a conditionall ealing on Gods pgy,
vig _that they own it,and racifie it when they come to 50,

and if they chen refufe to frand to it, all is then nullityay’

were it not therefore better to deferic to their years of dir

cretion,eo fee whether chey will then make it their own y,,_
luntary act,yea, orno? )

Anfw. 1. This objection lay as ftrongly againft Goq.
wifdome in requiring the g‘l’ewe’:‘ Infants, even in their In:
fancy thus to feale; and therefore argues'no grear ;-
dom or modetty in-men,who would thus reafon with Gy
about hisadminiftrations. 2. God hath other ends and g
of applying the feale of the Covenant to them who are i$
Covenant with bim,then their prefens gain, it’s a Homq :_‘
warfbip, and Honour to himfelf, and it behoves us even +
that refpect, 0 fulfillall righteoufneffe : when Chrift was b,
sived and civewmeifed ,  he was unfic for the Ordinanci' g |
through his -perffﬁiﬂ”, as Children thro_ugh their 7y,
pzrfe{fim, being as much aboue themas Children aye beloy,
them. EN R ¢

3. I Anfwer ; The benefic and fruic of it at the prefent;
very much, both to the Parents andto the childrey ., to thS,
Parents firft,whilft God doth hereby honour them to ¢
their children counted to his Church, to his Kingdom a[;/e
Family,to be under his Wlng and gracc"vhileﬁ au the O,th d
Infants inthe world have their vifible ftanding undey tl:r
Prince, and inthe kingdom ot darknefle,and cnn{‘cquentle

whileft others have no hope of their childrens {piritual e

fare. untill they be called out of that condition, theft

not haveany dgubc of their childrens welfare, i f-t?: "ged
in their Znfancy, nor if they live unill they thew fig 3’6 ¢
the contrary : God having both reckoned them unto 4y o
ple, and given them all the meancs of [alvation, which 4 5
fants ageis capableof, ‘ 0 I,

Secong.




A Sermon of the Baptizing of Infants.

Secondly, hereis much priviledge and benefic to the chil-
dren,when as (befide whatinward fecret work God is'plea-
d o workin them) they being Membets of the” Chiirch
Of Chrift have their {haréin the Communion of Saints) are
fg{ Temembred at the throne of Grace, every day by thofe that
Pray for the welfare of the Church,and particularly i thofe
rayers which are made for his bleffing 'upon 'his Ordinan-

5. a8
i Andlaﬁly,it’s no {mall priviledgeto have that Seale be-
Yiftowed upon thé in their Infancy,whichthey may dfterward;
ead when they are growz and come to fulfili the condition.’
Bueif their being capable of the {piricuall parc,muftin-

itle them to the outward fign, why then doe we nort alfo
yadmit them tothe Sacrament of ‘the Lords Supper, which
1S the {eal of the Covenant of Graceas well as the Sacrament
A @Ol Baptilm ? And this is urged the rather,becanfe({ay chey)
o'vgﬁ. the Iﬂfl{ﬂt&' of the Fewes did eate of the Paffeover, as well as
o gwere circumcifed; now if osr Infanes have every way as
Ularge a priviledge asthe Znfanss of the Fews had, then can

he Yy

i

ugb‘. Wee not deny them the {ame priviledge which their Znfants
| (Cﬂr bad.,and confequently they muft partake of the one Sacra-
~ gment,as well as che other.

(%) Tan{wer, that Infants are capable of the grace of Bap-
g//ll’g tifme , we are fure, not fure thac they are capaplc of the
pligrace figned and fealed in the Sacrament ofthe Zords Sup-
il {le;n for ttllpqgh bp;h {9f chc;}farc feales of thc} WNew Covlc—
i L, yet it 1s with fome difference; Baprifme proper

g ¥ feales the entrance into it, the Lords Suppc[:', proPgrl}Ir) th)c’:
;ﬂ i’” owth, nourifbment and angmentation of 1¢ 5 Baptifm for our

i irth, the Lords Supper for our foed; now Infants may
,? ) bee born again while they are Infants, have their originall
f%¢ fin pardoned, bee urited to Chrift, have his Image ftampt

uponthem, but concerning the exercife of thefe graces and

0% 'y . : A
4 the angmentation of them in Infants, while they are Infants,
| ik gt - ; “H the
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Exod, 12, 34.
26,27,

3 Cor11,

Application.
Firft,forre-

proof of the
Anabaptifls,

1 Sam.T.

Mat, 3,16,

Ephel,2,12.

A Sermon of she BaptiXing ef Infanis, .
che Scriptureisaltogether filent, and for what.is faid i 8
cerning the Infants of the Fewes cating the Paﬂ}avecoﬂq ;
whichour Sacrament of the Lords Supper doth fucr’. o
there is no fuch thing mentioned in all the Book of éeed" 1
itis {aid indeed that the {everall families were to eate t}? dy
Lambe,. if the houfehold were not too little for ir, andthm' 1
when their children fhould ask them what that oS
meant,they thould inftru@ them about the meaning of e
but no word injeyning , 1Ot any example witneffing, ¢ l;t 5
their little children did eat of it.Ifchey fay(as {fome of thv at
doe). that thefelittle ones, who were able to enquirecoy, ;m«.
ning the meaning of thatfervice, and capable to recdvei’? i
{truction about it, did eat of the Pafleover with their pn' i
rents s Lanfwer,(alchough the Scripture {peaks:nothin Ay 4
their eating, yet if that be granted) it is no prejudice g l?f
becaufe the Gofpel prohibites not fich yong ones from tth
Lords Supper, Who arc ableto examine themfelves, aud dzj? 3
cernethe Lords Body. : L
Thus have Iaccording to my poor ability made good this
fecond argument alfo,and vindicated it from all objectigne
ot any weight which I have met withall to the contrary ‘3.8
remains that 1 winde up all,with a briefe Application,” = =
And firft it ferves for. juft reproofe of the Anabaptiﬁé' \
and all {uch as by their rafh and bloody fentcnce condesn l;
Infants,, as out of the ftate of Graces it’s a.great finne ol
pafle fentence upon any particular perfon forany one g G
as was thatof Elz, concerning Hannabhy, how much mOrs_.J
heinous .is it to condemne all the Infants of the Whol; :
Church of, Chrift; as having nothing to doe with the - :
venanc.of Grace, or the feale-of it Wee read of He;;(,é\
the Tysane, thathe deftroyed all the children in Bethlehey:
and the Coafts thereof from two ycars old and undep, 32
not this a farre more cruell fentence, to fet thefe in’ is
better ftace then Pagans and Infidels, Withous Chrift, 4 ’4& (
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Jfromthe Common-wealth of Ifvacl, as [rangers from the Cove-
#ant of promi(e, having no hope, andwithour Godin the world 2
' Can any {ober Chriftian think this afmall fault ' Our blef-
fed Saviour faith 5 1t is not lawfull to' ‘take the Childyens
bread and giveit to dogs.bur thefe meri take Chifdren, and in
4§ theirjudgement, conclude them for no berter then dogs ;
§ Daptifmisthe bread of the Lord; which he would bave ‘gi-

g8 Vven to his children, andto deny it to them as none of their
0 righe, istomake them no better then dogs. The {Pr0phef
g% “Elifha wept when he looked upon Hagael, becaufe he fore-

i 1awthat he would dath theinfants of Ifraelagainftthe wall,
) and even Hagaelthought himfelf worthy to be efteemed 2

J0f dog if ever he thould do fuch a thing. | But certainly,thus to
i dafh all Infane children of belecvers owt of the Covenant of
| Grace,(as muchasin them lyeth) 8 to deprive them of the

"y deale of it, is ina {piricuall {enfe farre more ‘hieavy. ~And

1 dare appeale tothe tender bowels of any ‘belecving Pa-
rents, whether it were not cafier for them to think that
their fzfans thould be dafhed againft the ftones, and yetin
the mean time to die under Chrifts wing, as vifible Mem-
bers of his Kingdome, Chutch and Family,racher theri t0

|' #l  have them live, and behold them tohave a viible f¥inding

#4  onlyinthe Kingdom of the Devill : Thele then know not
il how much they provoke Chrifts difpleafure againift them-
felves s Hee was greacly difpleafed with his own leC'PI‘?S
for forbidding litle children to come unto himsand one day
fuch- men will know, that heis much more difpleafed with

¢y them, who with fo great violence oppofe the bringing

of beleevers children unto his holy Sacrament, that with
unfpeakable wrong, -injury, and flander, they profecuce
all the Minifters of Chrift, who give Infants this theit due,
condemning them for Minifters of Antichrift, and limbes
of the Bealts yea, fome of them proceeding {0 farre, as
condemning all the Churches of Chrift, to bee no Chur-

e \ H 2 - ches,
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54 A Sermon of the BaptiZing of Infants,
ches, who caft not their children our of ‘the Covenant of /
Grace,and the feale of ir, and doe cry out upon the Bapti:
zing of Infants, asone of thole great finnes which br};n_

 and continue all our judgements upon us. The Apoftar. 14
Emperour Fabian is jultly cryed out upon for his Cruel'te
againft the Chriftians, for denying o their bodjes hllmané
Sepulture ;- how much more cruellisic to deny to the fou]s
of Infamts the juft priviledge and bepcﬁt of the COVCnant. i
of Gracez We know he did it out of hatred to.Chriﬂian;ty 8 1 y
which Iam farre from charging upon thefe men s byt 1} i
we compare the fentence and fac of the oné with theg. I
 ther, we (hall finde thq latter (bee t‘hexr principle whay it f
will ) farre more injurioss to the Church of Chrift then | ‘r .

the other : The Lord in mercy give themto fee-how unjuft

chat fentence, and how heavy that doomis,whichthey thus /

pafle,not only upon Infant children, but upon all the Chup.

ches of Chrift;and ferioufly to confider,whetherthe Lorg
who onceinhis difpleafure threatned o dath their Infang
againft the Stones, who had dafbt tbc Infants of the ch;)_
dren of Ifrael againft the ftones, will indure it at thc hands
ofany to expunge the Seed of the faithfull out of his Coye._
nant,and to drive them from his City and Kingdom afe,
this cruell manner. '

Ufe 2. Secondly, how muchmay this comfort the Sopje ofe. I8
7o Pawrents,  yery beleeving Parent, to behold this great love and g00d. y
X ,,eﬂ’-é of Godinhis Covenant of Grace tothem and thejr
- b pofterity, that not only themfelves, but even their Infanes
: for their [akes,fhould be reckoned tothe houfehold of God

puc into the Ark, wrapped up mn a Covenant of Love’

Pfal, 131,859

brought under the wing of God? When God had Promifed
t0 Dawid,. that hee fhould havea Sonto whom God would
bee a Father, and that all his pofterity thould after fuch g
gracious mannerbe regarded, his heart was even raviﬂiéd.
with it, 0 LordGod (faid hee) what.am T, and What is y

lzmﬂ" 8
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”’4/1‘t/9iﬂg inthy fight,0 Lord God, but thow haft [poken slfo
of thy fervants houfe for agrear while to come, ﬁdfp 75 this t£e
®anney of men, O Lord God ? And even {o fhould Chriftian
arents break outinto admiration of his goodnefle, in ta-
king their children into that gracious Covenant, which is
lflot onely the \_Nomb and veflell, butalfo the well-head of
O many mercies, Which are terminated, not in themfelves,
v I'hg;f.low down totheir pofterity from generation to genera-
#. Andthisisyet more adrhirablc in our eyes,when wee fe-
33‘3({ Chonﬁder, how unclean and ﬁlthyz how viperous a
1 they are, as proceeding out of our loines, empty of
goodnefle, full of all:wickednefle, anunclean Leprofie
fillvlng' befpread them fromthe crown of the Head to the
: tﬁ elot thg: Foot, ﬁt onely to bee caftinto the open Field,to
/ ¢ loathing oftheir perfons, in the day that they are born,
1 i ;‘7‘ a}}l the reft of the world are; and that God’ fhould fet
e H‘f {Ealli""t upon fuch:asthefe, to take them thus neereunto
9y miclf,when he pafles by both Parents.and Infants of all
§ the world befide,how would our hearts melvin his praifcs,if

# Weecould confider thefe things 2 :
B 2-{1 How fhould this ingage all Chriftian Parents to 100k
mgd;’f-' tothe education of their children; to bring them up in the
| gurture and fear of the Lord ? Itsa wofull thingto confi-
| 50&; lerthe wretched carelefneffe of many Parents ; yea, not one-
ﬁY Cafelcﬁ}eﬂc?but ungedlinefle of many Parentss who pro-
hﬂure their children to the Dewifl and ‘his {ervice, after they
i ave confecratedthem to Chriff by bapti{m 5 train them up
Id"f ) In lEﬂOra_lnce,profancne{Te, &c. To whom God may fay,
ofY) @S heedid to that Harlot, Ezck.16. Thou haft taken my Sons

il and my Dayughters, whom thow baf-born unte mee,and thefe thow

) :;tf ({zwriﬁced umo Devils. A generation of wretched men,
Vho take more care of their Hogs and Dogs; then they doe
‘ ! of

h
aufe, that thou haft brought mee hitherto ? and this was yet & 2 Samz,

55

Efa.16.
EICkuI 605‘

s
Forrheir duty
to provokethé
to be afhamed
fortheir care=~
lefnefle, &c, in
time patt,
Ezek, 16,29,
Phali106.37.
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Exod. 2,19,

And to. nutfe:

them upfor
Chrift in time
10 come,

- ples, and lead them 1n wayes quite contrary to the
nancofgrace, tending to n'othmg, but to difhonoys
and to-their own deftruction.: 1fany of you have

Pra(ying for
#them,

Y and pardon; and for time to come,indeavour to
part.ofa nsrfing Father or Mother for Chrift, kookin

A Sermon of the BaptiZing of Infanss.
of their Jafants immortall foules, nourifhing the formey

: X : i
mirdering, thelateer 4 thac wemay fay of thiem, as. Augy)
fiws:did of Herod, that itisbester 1o bee Herods Hog then fi
Sor. 1 have ofien heard a fad Story of'a wretched Womag
who perfivaded her Daughterto yeeldto the luft of a ric; 8
panyinhape he would marryher, ‘as hee had promifed ¢, &
dok; whichy he'did, and prefently-after fell fick and dyeq,
Thé wretched mothet hereupon grew diftracted,and in he; |
smadneffe.cryed out, O 7y Danghters [oule; my Daughpeys
foule, 1 have damned my Danghiers foule : Verily, thus my
‘many Parents cry out.upon th.cm{'clv_es for murchcrxpg their
Childrens fouless and their- Children. may wifh'thae
they ‘had been either Dogges, or Swine " rather they

eheir Sons or Daughters s milerable children, of miferap]q

Parents.! what will fuch Parents anfwer God, when b |
comes to demand his children of them ¢ ‘Suppofe a’ Priy ‘e 3
or Noble manfhould puta Childe to Nurfe unto {‘Onie_ ‘
mean man,and pay them well for the education of i . oe .
gather fuppofe a great man thould adopt thechild of a };o I8
man to be hisown,and (hould fay unto this poore mar; Ot
pharashs daughter faid to Mofes mother, Bring up this G /7}13 i
or meand I will give thee thy wages;and afterward comm; "
to feethis childe, thould find they had lamed the childe an !
raught it nothing but t0 fpeak evill of them, and o f,iond
againft them: think I pray you what they would fo
ordoeto this wretched man. How much mote abog fay,
ple is the fin of many Parents, whoby their own Carn[nav?"?\i
nefle, and vileexample, leaven their children with Prfnz[i:‘?'
COVC.,.
beep |
Mers
docthe
g'uPOn
thy 3

guilty of itin rime paft;be deeply humbled forit,crave

4
by,

§
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, wﬂ thycbi!dren, as bemg Chrifts more then thing, yea, as
MW’M Dot 1 'being. thine;, buc Chrifts, to whom thou :haft
M;W ;\?ﬂ‘fecmtcd them, andtherefore (as wife and loving
. Wﬂﬂ ]EHRSUIG todoe) carry them oftento their Father for his
:;,c'd [rﬁ d[dﬁ“g >, and hee will blefle them, and reward thee
] ‘oi[‘jt _fﬂ-, We finde in the fecond of Foel, that in the day of their

<=

i #2¢ Lord, " that hee might bee moved to compaffion for the
Wﬂd' Cl“lldrens,fakc, whom hee ufed to call his own; fet thou
,,,]JW thy Children often before him, . intreate him 4s Fofeph.
: y,d’% did his £14¢r for histwo fonnes, and as they did our Savi--
ey Z{Ul‘, HMark.10. that bee wonld put his. hands upon them and
”mnwhffﬁ them y Doeit heartily, humbly, frequently,tell him
il "W deare they are to thee, and the dearer, becaufe heis
'amﬁm Plea@d to own them, tell him their wants: and thy ong
g, s ‘fna-“bl!lty to {upply them in any thing, and how eafiei is
iy " him to. doe it by his Spiritand Grace ; 0h that-Ifbmact
: ﬁ#“ ’i';grlglzwe inthy fight, {aid. dbraham; Say thou fo alfo,
-”:{of i tho, oset/?fgc chlldrcnb live before thee, thine they are; and
o / 477707% e em mce o bring. up for thee,; Ob bleffe my labour,
Q{;ﬁ o ¢ s my and makeithem [uch as thou wonldeft, bave thens |
# : «

il

y ;fd&y, Magfgllxﬁng them in the Principles of Religion 5 as)¢hé
0 iﬂﬂ: /ﬂ'muer and Grandmother, of Zimorhy did him , Tnaining;
'ﬂfatc[‘,{ and bP from bis infancy, in the knowledge of the holy Soriptures,
1! ,nomi,e allured, if thy children may learn from thee ro
[h%ovd 2t fmﬁr heavenly Father, to feleeve in him, -to lowehim,
1& 6" your, Z: him betimes , that being. tanghs therrade én their,
;'V s more’ble%:'g 7ot forfake it when they are old ;i they willthen
a "eﬂi; all the odfor thee,then if thoucouldeft leave them

world f; E = 2 ‘
f 4 for their . So-
?‘{‘:fpoﬂ lomonglorie Lin ) winheritance; it was for 74 that §o
15’ tby this

W Tatt,  they were to bring their children and [it them before 16126

p : it )
jc% iﬂﬁﬁgg doe not onely pray for them, but difsipline them and > Tim1.55:
diel ST them, acquainting. them with the Scriptures, and z):

u father and mother, Prov. 4. 2,3, and for. PIOV: 4273 .
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7o all)bapti-
zed ones,

1.
For comfort
whenthey be-
leeve and re=
pent,

~and willed him o fend it to her when-hee fhould ftang: I!’t

 ¢his will thy:children rifewp and cal thee bleffed. Thys -

A Sermion of the Baptiling of Infants., ]
PO S fhalp
thou approve thy{clf atruefonof Abrabam, Thus fhal} they
children'be blefled with faichfull Abraham; ‘Thus thayy thz
Covenant, the {piricuall part and benefitofit,zs wel] o thé' 1
outward; teft upon thy polkéricy from gencration to genera.
tion.’ 29 N ‘ A
 Thirdly, andlafly, “This'ferves for uleto all chilgy
whom Godhonours {o farre, as in their 7#fanty to brjng
thus near unto himfelf, and'to ufethem thus as his owhel
dnd that three {everall wayes ; Firft, to #nconrage and.co,, s i
fort themto beleevein him,and reft upon him, ‘forajl the |
good things which hee hath promifed in the Covenany of I
Grace. ‘The Papifts, as in fome things they give and g ;F
cribe too much to Baptilme, muaking icto take aW“Y‘Qﬂgi.‘.'
nall finne, ex opere operato:” So in other 'things thcy»‘l‘bli"f
Gods péople of the comfortable tife of i, becaufe they: fay
thac when once wee commit aétuall finnes wee make fhj &
wrack of Baptifm; and then Penance mufk bee fecunda sapyps
poft nanfragiwm, a Cockboatafter our fhipwrack's but ghig!
blefled Sacramerit ferves for a more durableand comfopa
bleufe, eventobeean drk, as my Text cals if, €0 cappys
to Heaven. Know then that whenfoever thou findeft ghy
{elf at a lofie, fenfible of'thy undone condition , findg
thy guilt, and filth, and bonc‘iag:;,_ through ﬁl‘mc,‘a d
flyeft unto Chrift, 'and thy (.qnicx;nce Wxtneﬂeth With
ehiee, that thouwouldeft walk for time t6 come, gecqy!
ding to the rule of the Covenant, 10 uprightneffe, tomy i
Godin Chrift thy portion, and his wordthy guide, g
aften1fay, as thou doeftchis, mayeft thou fy to thy P
tifme, and plead it for thy comtort,as. wee may plead the
Rainbow in foule weather agamﬁ the worlds deftriion i, 1.
water. I have often heard a ftory of a great Queen, whe
gaveaRingtoa Nobleman, while hee was her Favourjge

great.
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greateft need of her favour;who afterward falling into hex

difpleafure,{¢nt the Ring, which throughthe treachery of

d ‘the bearer was not delivered till it wastoo late : But it {hall
4 Dever happen {o to #bee, doe thou in all thy extremity, fhew
ity ©orfend by the hand of faith thy Sesle, which God hath gi-
gifS - ven thee,plead it confidently,and to thy dying day, itmay

il bean Ark unto thy foule inall cafes of relapfe, defertion,.
Wty temptation, or whatever elfe may betide thee, uponthe re-

I newing of thy repentance and faith in Chrift Jefus. ;

#1 Secondly, This great love of God in taking us thus ;. =
g neare into his own Family, as his own Children,fhould fuch zs walk
it Make many of us blufh, o remember our unworthy conver- unworthy of
Jasion, intimes paft s yea, it might make our very hearts to
0% bleed, and make us not only with we had been unbaptied,
il but even wnborn, rather then to pollute the holy Covenant,
gy andthefeale of it, aswe have done with ourunhallowed

this priviledge,

6 lives: Canit feem a light thing in our eyes,that when God
@l hath left the greateft part of the world, as firangers from
iy his Family amg Kingdom,to be under Satans kingdom, and .

4 taken us (no betterby nature than they are) tobe his pe-

¢ culiar ones,into Covenant with him,that hee fhould {wear

i) unto us, to be our God, and hitherto to train us up under
4" fuch heavenly Ordinances, and we to walk in the mean
joli time as rebels and enemicesunto him, like the unbaptized
B world ? can we think our condemnation not to be greatex
thentheirs 2 Let me alittle reafon the cafe withyou, Doe

'you know into what a Covenant the Lord hath taken you?
what he hath done for you, andexpecs framyou? have

not your Miniftersand Parents inftructed you init 2 Now

tell me what is the reafon of your unanfwerable conver-
fation, is it becaufe you renounce the Covenant, as being
made when youunderftood it not 2 if {o, that you doin-
deed renounce it, Take your courfe, fervethe God you have
shefen, yettellmee (Ibefeech you) whatiniquity is 11:1 tt&c
S 1 Loxds

r




A Sermormof the BaptiZing of Infants.

“.Lords Covenant ¢ what hineis there:in ie 2 what iy,
wantage have you met withall? or where and boiv d6e oy
hopeitq finde beteer things,then God 16.be your Fither ¢ vit
Fefus tg. bee yonr Saionr the Spirit. 10 fee Your Comfopteps
10 bave your fins pardqﬂed and, lrcalrd,. to b"? ,{40[,,:: .{{,‘} ik
fanitifyedand everywvay '&'ZMﬁJfMHy providedfor here, g

[aved for ever? Doe-the Uods_you have' chofen’to ferva
providé better things then thele, that you redounce Chya
“Yor their {akese If you fay, God:forbid: you thould: o
nounce Chiift s No, you hopero bee; {aved: ylchriﬁ;uas A
“well as dny otherz- Then tellme ingood fadnefle, doe o
expect thae Chrift (hould frand: bound to perform his g,
. “ofthe Covenant,and you leftat libercy foy youy parcey ﬁit
‘hefhould Jove youy and goufuate bimz that hefliouid Bee'yg,
“Ghd,and you remain the Devils feivanca thave theul dirg.
«vide Heaven for you; and you walk in the'waywhich ley

tohell 2 O how muchare yowdeceived i 1 tell'yoy he 1]1?[:
{worn the contrary,;be hath heapedupiribulation’and Wri)
for every-{foule which d.Oth-g;\?ﬂ'l‘, for thie e v/t fof e
baptiZed firf;and you will one-day finde;thac # //;zd'beg},-fi 5
ser. yon had pever {rved in his houfey nor beew trajnéd D i
iz Covenant,them thus toprofane it,and make the blood Of iy
@ﬁ?{zﬁ/qolyt/}iﬂg.‘ ; q bria (2o0asmib1O9ln
2o make o Lhirdly,this greze priviledge fhould ingagelus all o i
2 holy life for - tO come,.to. make our Baptifma continuall'motive to an ay
rimetocome.  {werable converfationto live as menwhoaré dead'ting G =
- and alive unto, God 5 to account thar iv'oughe to hasal
ftrange , to eeia baptizeéd mancwalk in"a"ﬁ.’ﬂﬂl"cou{.f:‘?' ‘
as 10 -fec a Spefirum 1 walking ‘Ghofts " Weeiizpg 2 |
Colea:x2  yod withGhriftin Baptifme s and: fow can wee 1l g g
10 finne live amy longerthereine: Wieare planted .;n'mmé;;:; ,
mily, made.bis Children, havehis Spirit dwelting phis,
yea, thereby made onewith-Chritbd 44, 1hi w6y ;5, &_f{&, ‘
£0, by oyt Baptifm; {hall notthis inforcewseo 1ive gy I\:’Vc‘ k-

rably ?
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