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Furthermore,fet itbe conflidered how anyClergy-man canbe the

proper paftor of apeople , that doth not the work of a paftor
towards them, which work I 'have before fet forth. :
Laftly, I.caftinthis confideration alfo, how any Clergy-man
can be the proper paQtor to a people againft their wills: 1 doubt
not butapeoplemay fin, yea, greatly finin not receiving a paftor
duly offered to them, and fo they may as greatly fin by receiving
fuch a paftor asmay beimpofédon them: But how any, one can
aftually bear the paftoralrelation toa people , that never con-
fented to that relation, I would be better informed. & ‘
Thus it hath been examined, whether I am culpable by trefpaf-
fing againft the:divine right or rights of a Diocefan Bithopin ex-
ercifing the Miniftry where he claims the right of being paftor.
And it hath been examined in that form, which the matter being a
tender pointiscapable of, As for his humane rights, they are his
preeminence ant jurifdi€tion under'the King as Supreme, and to
which heis intituled by the Law of the Land. Now I am no ufur-
per-againft thissfor I claim no fuch preeminence, I exercife no fuch
jurifdiction. As for my obededience to his jurifdi€ion as an offi-
cer fubordinate ‘to the King, it fhall be fpoken of in itsown

- place.

\

§ 4. . That Ido not violate any true_bonds of

Church-Unity,nor in any refpelt caufe divifi-
ons and offences. 5 e

X T HE Caf of Schifin now incontroverfic is not to be hudled

up, but well ftated, whereunto many confiderations are
prerequifite. Thofe that are fet down, I take to be of moment +
but the exprefs application of them, I forbear,and doubtnot but
the confidering andimpartial Reader will excufe me therein; and
judg that he him{¢!f can eafily do that part with more convénience
thanIcanin this writing. Church-Unity isnotto be built upon
the do@tines and ordinances of men, but upon the foundation of

the Apoftles and Prophets, Jefus Chrift being the chief cotner’

: f_*QE;eaand'none are to be fhut out from the Communlon of the

Church,
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- Chutch, or the work of the'Miniftry, whom Chrift hathnotex -

cluded,, but qualified and called thereunto according to theScrip- ;

tures which are the rule of admifion and exclufion from the faid
priviledges, - . ) 2ok e el ooy nidi
2, The unity of ‘the {pirit, which we are charged to keepin the
bond of peace, is not concord in cxternal forms and orders with-
out participation of thefame new nature ,and walking in the fame’
holyinay.- s It is faid Ephi 4+ .Qne body, and one fpirit, and one,
hope, one Lord, one,faith; ope Beptilm,one Godand Father of all;
but not one ceremonys onepofture of body, one garb of Church-
one ritual and unity of aflent,

to all opinions and formalities: - An holy fellowfhip in the fpirit of
grace,and in the life of faith and love,is far more excellent than the
greatelt complyance [iniceremonies and unn;ceﬂ'ary do,&rmes‘pf
doubtfu) difpuiations, and confequently, is far more regardable i,
that etimation and reception of per{ons cither’;fon Church-Com-.
munion, or che holy Miniftry. yosil ‘
Touching Schifm,let this be noted: Itis not Secularpower and
intereft, that of itfe!f can-conftiture atrue Church or. Paftor, nor
canit excufe: thofethat ave bornup-by itArom ;Schifm when they,

;éflséhifmaticall‘y,agd do all that they.can to-continue the fnares of
wvifions neither are all they without more ado. to be accounted
Schifmaticks wheo are deftitute of Secular power,and who cannot in
all points oblerve the commandments of men, or negle@ to give
theiz neceflary help in Chrifts fervice, when they are forb.dden of

men.

and offinces contrary to thede&rine that ye have learned: And,
ler them be marked indeed. whofoever they are. The guilt. of it
lies as much upon thofe that make unwarrantable feparations; and
they are moft culpable that are the chicf; caufers of the divifion;

and {uch are theyy who, impole unlayful terms  of Church Cofey

munionand M nifterial liberty,and they, alfo. that rigoroufly im~

" pole fuch- termsthereof, as:Chrift and, his Apoftles ncver WAL~

ranted them taimpole,either exprefly or by confequences .o -
woLet the. gafe; of fuch s are-caft rand’kept out of :a Church by.
virong {entence, orby impofitign of walawiul texms of communts,
an; or unnece fary, tff-:ﬂs&ﬁatﬂb unlawiul to them by.untemovar,
ble doubts of confcience; be conflidsred, gr‘ fuch.a cale ma blfas

G Schi;fm is the caufing of divifions in or fromithe Church, as the,
Apoftle fets it forth Rew.16.17. 1 Mark them that cavfe divifions
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What fhall they do? Muft the unrighteoulnefs of othersbea per-
petual bar to them againt the injoyment of thofe priviledges, to
which they have aright before God ¢ Why may they not lawfuily
injoy Gods ordinances in diftin@ affemblies,if they hold them
peaceably and charitably ? ; ;

Let the cafe of fuch Minifters as are caft and kept out of the
Miniftry by the impofition of unlawful terms, or unneceffary
terms that are unlawful to them by unremoveable doubts of con-
{cience, be confidered, for this cafe alfo may be : What fhall they
do when they are under an obligation to Chrift to fulfil their Mi-
niftry; and when the neceffities of fouls make theirs, as well as o-
thers miniftry to be neceffary, and when all the help that can
poffibly be given both by them and by thofe that diffent from
them,is little enough ? Every paftor tho he beunder the publick
judgment of Superiors, hatha judgment of difcretionalfo ( that

. %10 fay,arighc of difcerning) about hisown call a-d obligation

to this {crvice.
~Letit be here alfo confidered, whether the neceflary means of

_ faving fouls, fuch'asis the due preaching of the Gofpel, be not in-

comparably more precious than uniformity in matters of opinion
and ceremony, and'accidental order. ;

There isa great diff-rence between inimical fegregation, like
fedition in a Commonwealth; and a going feverally upon weighty
reafons,and without breach of charity : And among other weigh-
1y reafons this may be one, Thatall Chriftians of found faith and”
good life, that are diffatishied about fome humane injinétions and
orders in a Church, may not for lack of tender regard towards
them,be utterly abandoned and expofed to be led afide into the
errors of the wicked, as to herefie, apoftacy or acourfe of irreli-
gion.

It is in the power of Rulers to grant this Indulgence to fuch
Diffenters, when it is not in thé power of Diflenters to change
their Judgments. And thisis not to fet up Church againt Church,
or according to an ancient manner of {peaking, Altar againft Al-
tar; but only either occafional and temporary Affemblies, or at
the moft but divers Churches diftinguithed by their feveral places
of Affembling, as one Parifh-chutgh from another 5 and by diver-
fity of ‘External Order, as the allowed Congregations of Foreign-
<sin London from the Parith-churches. The gamc true Religion
{or the fubftance thereof; is exercifed ; and the fame holy ends

: are
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are purfued in the one and the oher. And there will be no oppo-
_ firion between them, but what an unchriftian'Enmity proceeding
from Worldly lufts and interefts will produce. ' Ve eng
If any object the inconveniencies that may follow the permit-
ting of Church- Afzmblies befides thofe of che eftablifhed Qrder,
L have this to reply : 1. Our Rulers may fo Rrovide, if the'glc_r-
gy would not gainfay, that few may ftand inneed of that per-
milfion, in comparifon of thofethatnow do and the way is. to
fix the terms of Church-communion and Minifterial Liberty, (0 as
to comprehend all fober Proteftants; and this is done by requiring
no more as neceffary to the one or the other, than what Chrilk
hath made necelTary thereunte. 2. After fuch Comprehenfion fet-
led, the Tcleration of all tolerable Diflenters within fuch limits as
will fecure publick peace and fafety, is more agreeable to the wif-
dom and clemency of Rulers, and the charity of Chriftians,than
‘the Rigorous conftraining of the faid Diflenters to what they can-
not bear, and the reftraining of them from the liberty of {erving
" God according to their confciences, 3. Butif the prefent ftate
of things muft continue, the inconveniences that may follow, the
prefent pradife of the Proteftant Norconformifts, are far lefsthan
what will follow the deferting of their Miniftry, and the negle&t
of foulsin fogreat a need of their help. ‘
The confiderations aforegoing I fubmit to the judgment of im-
partial Readers, in reference to the cafe of Proteftant Nonconfor-
mifts, of whomIam. Moreover, 1judgit neceflary to give fome
account of my own principles and praétice. I have not wilfully
“forfaken my Minifterial ftation ‘in theeftablifhed Order , but am
‘driven from it. 1amready tomake Oath before anythat have
power toadminifter it to me, That my confcience isnot fatisfied,
that it is lawful to obferveall the terms that are impofed: Let it
be noted, That Ido oot affitm the unlawfulnefs of the terms; but
_that they are unlawful to mein regard of my confcience, and -l am
ready to render Reafons of my diffatisfaétion. It hathbecn al-
ledged , That fo much hath been written for Conformity, as may
fatisfe any that have amind to be fatisfied : But.I profefs in his

fight, who knows my heart, That I have a mind to be fatisfied if -

ITknew how. ' : : |
‘Ifet up no Fa&tion or fevered Party againft the common intereft

of Religion; but according to my mean ability | {eek the edifica-
tion, peace and concord of all Chriftians of all perfuafions,and the

; D2 encreafe
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_encreafe of true godlinefs among them alli = = -

Irenounce not Parochial Churches as no true Churchés 3 1 have -
not forfaken the communion of fuch Churches, nor en couraged
others to forfake them 3 but have communicated with them in the.

- Worfhip of God, and'fo fhall do: and this'my principle and pra-

&ice I am not {paring to declare to my friends that are of anothicr

“ mind in this particular. Neverthelefs where a Parith Minifter " is

utterly unmeet for the charge of fouls, I cannot encourage any to
commit the charge of their {ouls to him. But as for all confcien-
tious and faithful Conformifts, I highly priz= them for their works

' fake, and feek to -promote their Reputation, and" the'fuccefs of
- their Labotrs. i bt . ' ; ‘

- Twill thankfully accept the liberty of Minifteral impldymentin -
the faid Churches, when it fhall be granted me.  And for the ob-
taining of my liberty, I amready to fubmit not only to whatfoe-
Verissn fpecie or particularly injoined in Gods word, but to what-
foever is neceflary ix genere, and left in [pecie to humane determi- -

~ mation, ifit be determined according to the general Rutes of Gods -~

Word.

T'have givenan account of my f&If according to the latitude of -
my own principles; but I havenot done it to the prejudice of o-
thers that are of found faith and good life, but of narrower ptin-
eiples touching (Burch-government 3 for by the confiderations here
Propounded, their dueliberty is provided for: ;

85, That Ido not wiolate the Authority of . the

Civil Magiftrate. =

*A M licenfed by the King to bea Teacher, and t6 reach inany -
" place licenfed and allowed by him. His Majefty hath declared -

the fame torbe grounded on his Supremacy in Ecclefiatiical Af-
fairs. In'the laft Law againft Conventicles it is provided, That -
neither thav A&, nor any thing contaimed tHerein, fhall extend to -

dwalidate or avoid his Majefty’s Supremacy in Ecclefiaftical Afe
fa;rs. : Of_- my Licenfe'granted by his Majefty,” therchathbeen no -
i}‘_evocanon that I know-of.” If upon Reafons of "Stateit hath*
{eemed good o hie Majtfty to grant'no more Licenfes fince fuch~
/ a-time-
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that time. fiffatished in :
tbat time. diffatisAed in’ the wayof the Kings

“accordingly” paffed 4 Bill

——

e TRk '
« timt, T'do not fed tHat it ‘ollows Phereupori thatihe hanhisenade
'VJOidr,'th"efLi”teth"é iﬂﬁfﬁﬁ“z}ﬂi'gtﬁﬁ?éd,’ﬂ boidon 3r§3.,g ysrl1 5w
“His Maj'e&f;,héfﬁ'%fécbuﬂydécl‘atedﬁfgl Thatbeihad [tentbreted
effetts of one years If{d‘f@"lc,f,J.,gbqn of many. zefz::‘ f;y”’,,yb,f,r,
“"Pho the Parliamlent were i \ ‘
: 'In‘?ing the Indulgence; ryeﬁf}_ié{rfa'pprg‘v{e_chthe thing it/ felf,rand
R dioaly. paled 4 bill ot thet gint ot it 3 isho dyyloccafidn of
o ;

“their fpeedy Recefsit paffed not intondiawy * ovis o

~ perfons ‘ : ,
As the power given to Spiritual Paftors:; is declared in Scrip- -

4

“given to the fam

““force 5 I proceed tb‘fomé‘othér confiderations; 1 bt v’

~ 1t appears that the Parliament h4th the matter’ of' Indulgdn‘c;;,'
or Liberty to Diffenters, ftill under’ confideration, by the Bill of

" Comprehenfion; which at their laft meeting wasivoted 'in ‘the
“Houte of Lords,with the concurrence of diveriBﬁhom‘;butﬁheﬁ; 2
= Prorogation hindered the'compleating thereof. i o

W ", (.q_' {1 e

“Now when this is tHe fenfe both of Kingand Parliamen‘t‘é'bcat
this matter, I humbly hope that our Superiors will takeitinto
their prudent confideration , and be favourable to horeft and:
péace’éubTE'p“eOpfé under their Jurifdition. = e e =
* But fuppofing, tho not granting, that my Licene is not in’
* 1 acknowledg the Kings Supremacy in all caufesy andi dver Lall

Civil'and Ecclefiaftical. "+ © {
ture to be given for edification > and o~z deltrutions o tie
power given to zgé Civil Magiftrate in mresters Eecleftatical 5. is
LB sdesd? RsidD adt o3 sorn Hwe L daide
Asin Naturals, the inferfor’ fubordinate: caufes:have no-power

of adting againft the efficacy of the Superior 3 fo in Morals the

 Golpelhave aright of dilcerning,. ahich s called a judgment of ,'

e~ 1

'ififerior Ruler hath no authority againft the Superior. Therefore
if Magifirates, being all of them fubordinate to God; fhall com~
mand any thing contrary to his Law, fuch their command can-

not beget an obligation on the {ubj.&kto fulfil it, tho thefubjet: ~

muft not Refilt their powers - -
The Civil Magiftrate, notwithfanding his Authority in Ectle-
fiifticke, cannot difcharge any Miniter of the Golpel from the ex<

ercife of his Miniftry i thofe:ciicumfances -wherein Chrift™

commands him to exercife it.

The Civil Mugiftrate is to judg what laws are fit for him to ena&”

atd execute about Ecclefiaftical matters, and the Minifters of ‘the
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‘difcretion, aboig:their own paktoral aéts, what they ought, and
what they ought not to do, aceording to Gods word, otherwile
they 'muft be held obliged to-aBlindg Popifh, Brutith Obedi-
ence. e
But whatfoever the Minifters difcern to be their duty to do,
they dught todo the fame only in fuch waysas are confiftent with
their, Loyalty to Godand theRing.. . =~ :
.o (The Bifhop hath no cxternal jucitdition in his publick Courts,
but what s derived from the King as Supream; and the Ecclefialti-
cal Laws, by which the Bifhop is to proceed, are the Kings Eccle:
fiaftical Laws, Conlcquently no Minifter, that lives under any Bi-
Ahops Jurifdiction which is but derived, can be obliged to obey the
Bifhop proceeding in/his Court,any further than he is obliged to
obey the King, who bath:the {fupreme jurifdi&ion under God and
ghl;]iﬂ, and that is no further thanis confiftent with obedience to
0d.

: I Preferted thisclear and open def6rce with defire and expectation

of his Lordhips anfwer in writin according to bis promife, (as
Tapprebende d) but herefufedtoreceive it.  Leruft through the grace
of God, that Iam ready “to renounce ervor, whereof .] [hall be
convitled, and torec-ing any truththat ]h{.zz be made wanifeft tome.
eAnd ] give this account kefore men inthe [enfe o_f that great acconnt
which 1 muft give to the Chief Shepherd and Bifhop of Souls, njbo
Jearcheth the heayts and reins, and will give nnte every one according
to kis works. :

“

FINIS
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Several Tralls not yet Printed, prepared. for the Preﬁ,'
and left under Mr. John Corbet’s own band-writing,

intended [hortly o be publifbed, are as follows.

2 HE true State of the Ancient Epifcopacy.
2. Theprefent Ecclefiaftical Government, compared

with the Ancient Epifcopacy.
3. A Confideration of che prefent State of Conformity in the

Church of England. - 2
4. A Difcourfe of the Chugch. andef the Miniftry thereof.

5. A Trad of Certainty and Infallibility.

6. Of Wivine Worfhip, in three parts; 1. Of the Nature,
Kinds, Parts,and Adjunéts of Divine Worfhip. 2. Of Idolatry-
3. Of Superftition lefs than Idolatry.

7. Matrimonial Purity.

Thofe already lately Printed of Mr. JohnCorbet’s, are,

1. Kingdom of God among men, with a A Difcourfe of
Church. Unity and Schifm. 8o,

2 Self-Imployment in fecret. -

3. An Account given of the Principles and Pra&ifes of feveral

Nonconformilts. .
4 Anhumble endeavour of fome plain and brief Explication of

the Decrees and Operations of God about the free Adions of

Men. More efpecially of the Operations of Divine Grace.








